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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This Editioni embraces Ihe actual services of above two 
thousand Officers, and the progress of promotion of 2,872. 
In (hose cases where the Editor has not been able to ascer- 
tain the service, be has confined himself to the dates of 
Commissions, to accomplish which has been a work of time 
and £Ettigue ; but' it has enabled him to introdace the name 
of every General and Field Officer, according to his standing 
in the Army. In a work of this kind any individnal, who 
is the least conversant with the subject, must be aware of 
^^ the impossibility of avoiding occasional errors ; it is there- 
V fore unnecessary to apologise for them. Wherever they 
occur they are unintentional, and the Editor will, with much 
pleasure, remedy them on their being pointed out to him. 

The official accounts (as well as particular statements) 
of all events, for which honorary distinctions have been 
conferred on Officers, will be found collected and introduced ; 
as wen as a variety of Military Papers of the greatest interest 
and importance to the Army at large, including Narratives 
of Operations in the Field, Military Essays, and Courts 
Martial. 
To those General and Field Officers who have supported 
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this work from its commencement, and to those in particular 
tvho have assisted and encouraged the Editor to persevere in 
this enlarged editioit, his thanks are most sincerely offered r 
he Assures them that their support has induced him to sacrifice 
personal convenience to what they have been pleased to pon^ 
sider as greatly advantageous to the whole Army ; and from 
that consideration the personal labor of collating the nu- 
merous and various statements this Edition contains, ha» 
been rendered a source of gratification. In placing on record,, 
and at one view, the achievements of the most distinguished 
Officers of the Army, together with the progress of promo- 
tion of all the General and Field Officers, the Editor might, in 
point of accuracy, boldly challenge a comparison with any 
work of a similar description ; although in the present un- 
dertaking be could not obtain assistance by a reference to 
other publications. 

The Editor has finally to observe with the greatest satis* 
faction, and the circumstance reflects the highest credit oa 
the Army, that out of so numerous a body of Officers as this 
undertaking embraces, scarcely an Officer has shown a 
disinclination ^ that the public should be acquainted with 
what duty he has executed for the rank he holds, the honors 
and rewards he may have received. Whilst, on the con- 
trary. Officers of long or active service have expressed the 
greatest desire that a statement of what they actually have 
performed, of the rewards they have received, and of the 
hardships they have endured, in the course of their service> 
should fairly and without comment appear before the British 
nation^ and be preserved as «i public record. 

Military Library, fVhitehalL 
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GENERAL INDEX 



TO SOME 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS* 



Albuhera, battle of, official account, vol. 2. p. 240. 

Barrosa, battle of» official account, vol. 2. p. 154 ; and Vide Gen; 

Dilke's Memoir, vol. 3. p. 37« 
Buonaparte Napoleon, his escape from Elba, vol. 4. p. 220. 
Busaco, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 179* 
Cape of Good Hope, narrative of operations against in 1795> vol. 

2. p. 258. 
Chateaug«ay, action of, America, official account, vol. 4. p. 432. 
Chrystler's Farm, action of, America, official account, voK 4. p. 

273. 
Commissions, origin of the purchase and sale of, vol. 3. p. 309. 
Corunna, battle of, official account, vol. 4. p. 72 and 98. 
Courts Martial, Vide vol. 2. p. 21 ; vol. 3. p 362; vol. 4. p. 51 ; 

273. 
Ciudad Rodrigo, (assault and capture of in 1812) official account, 

vol. 1. p. 198. 
Desertion, Vide M.-Gen. Si| F. Robinson's memoir, vol. 3. p. 211. 
Estremaduran army, narrative of its operations, voL 4. p. 57. 
Fort Detroit (capture of) America, official account, vol. 3. p. 241. 
Fueutes D'Onor, battle of^ official account, vol. 1. p. 185. 
George the 4th» His Majesty. Letters to the Duke of Wellington, 

vol. 1* p. 124, and l62, to Alexander Davison, Esq., on the 

death of Lord Nelson, vol. 4. p. 135. 
German Legion, bravery during the last war, and orders on its 

disbandment, vol. 1. p. 265; vol. 2. p. 178. 



GENERAL INDEX. VU 

Gaadaloupe, (attack and capture of in 1810) official account, yol. 
2. p. 38. 

Hdder, expedition to in 1799s ^id^ Duke of York's Memoir, vol. 
1. p. 1 . 

Java (attack and capture of in 1811) official account, vol. 3. p. 275, 

India, Campaign of 1780, Vide Sir D. Baird's Memoir, vol. 2. p. 
60 ; of 1802, Vide Duke of Wellington's Memoir, yol. 1. p. 71 ; 
of 1817> Vide Marquess of Basting's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 326. 

Ireland, rebellion of 1798, Vide Sir Jas. Steuarfs Memoir, vol. 1. 
p. d05 ; and Sir Geo. Nugent's Memoir, p. 394. 

Maida, battle of, official account, vol. 2. p. 309. 

Maoceuvres, Military (Sir D. Dundas) vol. 1. p. 292, 297, «98, 323, 
Sir Jas. Steuarfs, 307 ; Sir W. Howe's, 320. 

Martinique, (attack and capture of in 1809) official account, vol. 2. 
p. 31. 

Moore, L.*Gen. Sir John, account of his death, vol. 4. p. 126. 

Netherlands, campaigns of, 1793 and 1794, Vide Doke of York's 
Memoir, vol. 1. p. 1. 

Nive, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 239. * 

Nifelle, battle of, official account, vol. 1 . p. 234. 

Orthes, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 244. 

Parliamentary votes and thanks, Duke of York, vol. 1. p. 38, 39, 
41, Duke of Kent, p. 45 ; Duke of Wdlington, p. 77, 78, 80, 
31» 89, 99, 104, 108, 113, 11«, 140, 158 ; Earl Catheart, 356 ; 
Lord Hutchinson, Vol. 2. p. 1, 4 ; Sir George Beckwitb^ p. 27, 
31 ; Sir D. Baird^ p. 74; Lofd Ljas^doek, l6S ; Lord Comber- 
mere, 214; Sir R. C. Ferguson, 264; Sir S. Auchmuty, 27O; 
SirG. L. Cole, 306 ; Sir Wm. Stewart, 323; Sir Henry Clinton, 
394 ; Lord Stewart, 418 ; Sir H. Fane, vol. 3. p. 25 ; Sir Geo. 
Anson, 30 ; Sir W. H. Pringle, 206 ; Lord R. E. H. Sbmerset, 

Perinbancum, Sanguinary battle of, Sept. 1780, v<d. 2. p. 68. 
Pyieoeea, battles ol^ official account, vol 1. p. 224. 
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Recruitiiig Service^ Vide M.-Gren* Sir F. Robinson's Memoir, Vol. 

3."p. 211. 
Roleia, battle of^official account, vol. 1. p. l64. 
Sahagun, Benevente, &c,, actions of, cavalry, official account, voL 2. 

p. 113. 
St. Sebastian, (assault and capture of) official account, vol. 2. p. 

165. 
Salamanca, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 209. 
Scotch Brigade, history of, vol. ^, p. 7^* . 
Spain and Portugal, campaigns of. Vide Duke of Wellington's Me- 

moiry vol. 1. p. 71 ; Sir John Oswald^s Memoir, vol. 3. p. 46; 

official accounts of battles and sieges, and Memoirs of Gen^ lal 

officers who served at them. 
Talavera de la Reyna, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 173- 
Toulouse, battle of, official account, vol. ]. p. 251. 
Villers en Couch^^ action of, details and attestations respecting, 

vol. 3. p. 151. 
Vimiera, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 169. 
Vittoria, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 217. 
Walcheren expedition^ Vide Lord Chatham's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 

375. 
Waterloo, battle of. Vide Duke of Wellington's Memoir, vol. 1 . p. 
71; official account, vol. 1. p. 256; Dutch account vol. 2. p. 
81 ; Hanoverian account, vol. 3. p. 107. 



ERRATA. 



Vol. in. p. 319. for M.-Gen. Taylor, read M.-Gen. Sir Herbert Taylor, M.P. 
Vol. iv. p. l47. for Col. Bamaby, read Col. Bumaby. 
Vol.iv. p. 519. for Lt.-Col. John Grane, read Lt.-Col. John Grant. 
VoLiv. p. 406. for Lt-Col. H. W. Brooke, read Lt.-Col. H. W. Rooke. 
Vol. V. p. 103. for Lt-Col. A. W. Macdonald, read U.-Coh A. W- Mac- 

donell. 
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!• Firi«j>Marshai4 His Royal Highness Fbederick 
Di7KE OF YoRK^ K.6. G.C.B. Commander in Chief.* 

X9H Duke of York was born l6th of August, 1763, and 
decte4 Bishop of Osnaburg on Feb. S7, 1764, From his 
earliest age H. R* H» was destined to the profession of arms^ 
the study of which formed am essential part of his educa^op> 
Jo- purauauce of this object, and the acquirement of the 
French; and German languages, he was sent by the King 
to the Continent^ in the year 1780, and continued abroi^i 
until 1787; his established residence during that period 
being Hanover, from whence he made excursions to various 
parts of Germany, visiting Vienna, Berlin, and other capitals, 
and also attending the reviews of the immortal Fredeiick^ and 
acquiring a minute knowledge of the theory and practice of 
Prussian, tactics, at that period considered the model for imita- 
tion of every military man. 

His %st commission in the army was that of Cdlonel, and 
dated on the 1st Nov» 1780; shordy after he was appointed to 
the command of the Horse Grenadier Guards^^ and in Oct. 
1784, to thai of the Coldstream Regiment of Guards. He 
returned to the Continent in 1701^ for the purpose of serving as 
a volunteer with thje Prussian army, in the event of a war with 
Russia^ which, however, did not take place. 

On the 29th Sept. 17919 His Boyal Highness was married to 
the Princess Royal of Prussia, wiA whom shortly after he 
returned to England, wherc^ with this amiable Princess^ he 
lR.M.Cal L A 



« 

passed his days traiaquilly in the enjoyment of domestic feficity, 
mitil the period when Great Britain took a part in the revolu- 
tionary war on the Continent^ when His Royal Highness was 
selected for the command of a small corps of British troops 
destined to corppetate^ in the* defence of HoU«md, which had 
been invaded by a Ereneh ^omy nuder '.General Dumourier> to 
whom Breda and Gertraydenberg surrendered towards the ^id 
of February*. 

H. R. H. having upon this occasion been promoted to the 
rank of Lieut.-General^ proceeded with a brigade of Giiardsi 
andforae i^ILery, which' landed at Helvoet Slii^ pu the 1st 
MarcV ^4 the. successes of the Austrian arms. haying soon 
after removed the war from the frontiers of Holland^ he joined 
the allied Austrian and Prussian army ; his force having be^n 
mclTea^ed ht ^Antwerp' fay a brigade of the line, ^6seqiien% at 
Touhiayi>y som^^ regimentr of British dra^ns^ and Miccea- 
ftivel^ augment^ by a t^nsiderable body of Hanov^uin find 
Hessian ttotrps, t&ken 4nto British pay. 

Tbft first alfiiirs. at which H**ii..H. assisted, occulted la the 
aei^bourhbdd of Toarhay/and near St; Amand and Vicogne, 
m die month of Ma^^ fn the iconise of which be vnui promoted 
tothe^rank of General. In the subsequent' battle* of Famars, 
on tb^ tSd May, be commanded a principal column of the 
allied aiiny, attd bore a distinguished share in the success of that 
brifliunt day, the result of \tfh\dh was* the investment and siege 
bf Valbtidenhes. The cfirection of this -opehition -was «ivtltisted 
lb H; Hi H. white the Prince of Coburg covered h on die side 
of Bouchain and Cambrai. on the left bank of the Scheldt. 

Valencienbes having capitulated on the 26th July^ the Duke 
of York joined the main ar^ny^ and co-operated on the 7 th and 
iSth of August in the movements against the enemy's positions 
at the camp deCSsar, Bois de fiourlon. See. u}K)n flielivie-of 
"tfie Scheldt^ from all which they were dispossessed^ or retired^ 
although Without material k>ss, thanks ^6 the indeciston aord 
slowness of the movements of the allieci arniy^^ against which 
'H. K. H. bad hi vain remonstrated in fi^uent commumcations 
tp the Prince pt Hofabilohe, then Quarter-Master-Geneira), 
whd had Objected to an Earlier and tnore^decided movement of 
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^urtejr 011 At 8tb) % ^ittdb dia enemy's rettoeat miulilliaite 
bMo faiMxsqMted. 

The Prince of Cobof g, after tbese openij^Di^ laid siegsr to 
QuesBoy, hboI sBbsequentlif iorerted Mttobeo^e^ wUIb tbe 
Duke of York contintted bis mardi in the diPtction of OnUm^ 
Tearceingv and M^ain^ with the firitiirii, Hanofeiian ani 
Ifesnan tred^s; to ^ch.waB added a body of Aostiiaiis^ under 
the oniers of Lieut.-GeDeral Alvintzy. 

The object of thte gepanitioa was the .siege of Dnakirk, 
whidi had been delemiiaed upon by tbe JBikish Cainet, and 
'which was tiewed ivith regmt, not only by itbe 'Austrian Chieftj 
bol ako bjr H« R. H.^ who bad mnoniirated ogidnlt i^ as fcr 
as he eeuM $ at the saifte tiaie that, iwben he foond hit repre- 
sentations unavailing, he proceeded with tbe utmoet led lo tbe 
eiecuticid of a measwre, from which may reasonably be >dated 
die etibseqaent rereiee of &H'tiiiie on the Fraich finontien The 
Dutch troops were to cover tbe mardi of H. &. il.'s army by 
tbe frontier of West Flanders^ bat having on< the iMi Au^st 
been dri^n with losft from several posts^ 'which Ifaey occupied 
dtariiig the passage of the British troops Arough Minis, H* R. 
H. oMUmd'the brigade of Guanis to their support, ^biob oo* 
casieafod tfie action of Lincelies, in which that corps ee gready 
dialingaisbed itself. - { 

After this His Roytd Highness proceeded vritfcont iinrther i»- 
MnraptiBib lo Fitrnes, whence he advanced with, a part of his foree 
by GyveMtr towardr Dunkirk, while Ficid Mar. Freytag, wiAi 
ibefetDaioder, took tbe direction kH Bergues and Mounl-Cassei, 
in order to cover the operations of the siege* As it is not in- 
lended Inirb to enter into any detailed narmtive of the operations 
fif Ae eampaigtt, we shall content ourselves widi stating, thnt 
hftsrneuccsssion of severe and sanguinary actions, • fought by 
the besiegin|r and covering armies with success, Aough withomt 
any posstivs effect, the principal of which ocourred on tbe £4tfa 
Auguat^ (when the ga^nt Geixml D'Alton felly) and on tbe 
£01 anid!0tb^ept;; the Duke of York found himself under tbe 
nsceasitf of eairiog the siiege, and retiring to Fumes on die 
nigfat of thecaib Sept. kt consequence of the coveritq; army be- 
ing driiteB ftem Bavbeckd, Bo«sbn«^^ . Rexpoede, Me. on 
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ibe6%hf and defeated on the 8th by Q^« Houdiaiidy neal" 
Hondschoote, by which His Royal Highness's left flank and 
rtar were exposed, and his communications rendered insecure. 
His Royal Highness had contended with perseverance i^ainst 
numerous and increasing difficulties, arising from the rapid ac- 
jcumulation of the enemy's means of resistance, the delay on die 
|)art of the British government in forwarding the necessary 
ordnance and stores, and the neglect in providing any means^of 
naval co-operation, even such as might secure H. R. H.'s posi- 
tions from molestation by the enemy^s small craft on the coast, 
.The retreat was effected in good ord^r, and without any other 
loss than that of the heavy iron ordnance, which, being on ship 
carriages, could not be removed, and the army re-assembled 
at Fiii^ea and Dixmude. 

HisrRoyal Highness's corps after this was stationed for some 
time on the frontier of -West Flanders, (the head-ijuarters being 
at DixmUde and Thoraut,) occasionally co-operating with 
OeneraLJBeaulieu in repelling the enemy's attacks upon M^nin^ 
and other points. Towards the middle, of Octolier, U. K. H^. 
iuoved with 600() men, chiefly British, 'to the support of the 
Prince of ^Coburg, then before Maubeuge, He made a rapid 
march to Englefontaine, where he arrived on the l6th, the day 
on which was fought the battle of Wattignies, in consequence 
-of which, although both parties, considering the advantage to 
be with the enemy, had retired from the field, and although the 
Jlustrian army .was superior in number and quality of troops^ 
the Prince of Coburg thought fit to abandon the operation in 
which he. was engaged. 

The Duke of York, returned to Tournay, in which place, 
and the neighbourhood, he continued until the close of the 
campaign. On the ,22d and £6th Oct. the enemy were repulsed 
in some attempts upon his advanced posts near Baisieux and 
Cysoing. On the '.28th Oct. H. R« H. made.an attack upon 
Lannoy, in co-operation with a movement, which General WaL- 
rinpdea undertook, by his direction, ' against M6nin, which the 
enemy had occupied. The.resu|t of these operations was the 
■evacuation by the enemy. of M6nin, and their abandonment 4of 
ithe investment^ of Ypres, ahd of the si^ of Nieuporty which 
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iaej hiid beeii encouraged by H. R. H.'s march ta Ei^lefon-i 
taine to undertake. 

In the defence of Nieuport, part of a detachment which ha4 
landed at Ostend, under Sir Charles Grey, as a temporary re- 
iDforcenient to the Duke of York's army, had co-operated. 

On the 29th of October a very brilliant attack' and surprise 
of the enemy and fortified post of Marchiennes/ in which they 
lost more than 2000 men, was executed by General Kray, under 
die orders of H. R. H. 

Some trifling affairs in front of Toumay, and on the Lys, to- 
vrardsthe end of November, terminated the- campaign in' West 
Fiandivs. 

The army went into winter quarters ; the Duke of York's 
head-quarters ' being tt Ghent, whence, attended by General 
Mack, he proceeded to England, to concert the plan and mea- 
sures for the ensuing campaign with .the British government. 

In the 'month of Feb. 1794, H. R.H. returned from England 
to Coartrai, to which place the British head^quarters had been 
Temoved upon a forward concentration of the cantonments. ^ 
The army had been considerably reinforced by drafts for the 
British regiments, iind by additional corps of Hanoverians, 
Hessians, and Darmstadt troops, taken into British pay. The 
troops under his command moved successively to Toumay, St. 
Axnand, and ffte plains of Cateau, where the greater part of 
the allied ar^'Syas united under the command of the Emperor 
on the l6th April; On the following day a general and success- 
fid attack was made upon the enemy's positions at Vaux, Prd« 
inont, Marets, Catillon, 8cc., and Landr6cies was immediately 
investied, H. R. H. conHmanded the right wing of the covering 
vmydurmgthe siege. A detachment of cavalry from his corps 
gamed a considerable advantage on the 24th April, near Villers 
en Couch6, towards Cambrai, and on the 26th H. R. H. 
completely defeated, near Troixville, with great slaughter, aqd 
the loss of 35 pieces of cannon, a corps of 30,000 men, which, 
under .the orders of General Chapuy, attacked his position. 
General Chapuy was taken prisoner, with a considerable num* 
^rof officers and men> 

In consequence of the serious diversion made by General 



Piohc^v oa West ^Imitti^ nffiichi ^ihi9 fiivored bjr i&e iaUeiicfet 
of General Clerfayt^ who had marched with a codsideniUt fior-i 
fioo of His force Yrdni Tduriiaj to support the post <tf JD^ain, 
Sir W. Erakine was detached on that Itei^ eveiiii^ ^th 
April) with a part of H. R* H/s corps^ iM lU IXdae of Yoric 
Ce^Ubwed on the SOth, as sooh as Lsndricies bad lill^, wMi the 
remainder^ which reached Toumayj by forced' marches^ on the 
1st and £d of May. 

In the mean time General Pichegru had obtamed possession 
of Courtrai^ defeated General Clerfayt at Mousicron on the 
29th April^ apd invested M^nin; from which; however^ &eF* 
neral Hammerstein, with four battalions of Hanoveriass^ and 
four (k>nipan]es of £migralits, cut his way tbrongh the enemy 
00 the SOih April, and effected his retrest to Ingelmtmster; 
On the 10th May the enemy, in considerable force, attaieked the 
Duke of York's position in front of Toumay, bot H.K. H* 
by a judicious and well executed flank movement of the 
cavalry, defeated and drove thetn across the Marque with a g^eat 
loss of men and that of 13 pieces of teinom r-Towardsr Gour-*' 
trai, however, General Cleriayt had, with v4ry inferior noai^ 
bers, made some gallant though unsuccessfiil attempts to re- 
trieve a^irs; the situation of which in West T'landers be^ 
eomii^ daily mdre critical froiii the great increase of tbeenemy'tf 
force in that quarter, the Emperor ftent reinforceinents tp Toojr* 
nay under General Kinsky ; and finally moved to that point 
himself with the greater part of his army, after providing for 
the defence of the line of the Sambre ; thus abandoning bffeii8tv« 
Operations in the centre. 

The general attacks of die l7^h «id 18th Slay, Were the rei 
jTult of this assembly of the dlied force. The eircuoistances at^ 
tendii^ them, the failure of the operations and the share which 
H* R. H.'s corps had in the events of these days, itnd in the loss 
sustained, are generally known. SulSee it to say, Ant H^r H. H^ 
executed most zealously the directions which he received 
from die Emperor, and may indeed be sbidF to have alone^ of all 
those entrusted with the direction of columns, fnlfilled the part 
assigned to him on die first day, while the disaister which at- 
tended his corps on the 18th, was imputable solely to want of. 
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GO-opeolmi 00 the part of tho#e wbo'were to buve svppoHed 
hioii priscipaUy of the' Archduke Cluirles'si qolutnn moviiig 
from ths:Marque^ and to the: postponeoMnt of General. Qler"*; 
fftjts molveaient from the 17kh to the 18tb, who wap to bav^ 
co-operated 00 the first of those days from the Lys» H- B* 
H/s corps was thus left to conteod against the entire force of 
the enemy, who were enabled to assail it in front, flwk, and 
rear. Every exertion of gallantry was unavailing against such 
feirfulodds, so disposed ; and the retreat was with diffictiJty/ 
and with a loss proportionate lo the arduous nature of a contest,' 
muntained against large masses of troops whose attention was 
to have been engaged by the. Archduke Cl^arles on t)pe one 
aide, aad Geneml Clerfayt on the oUier^ .The former iiever/ 
moved £nom Pont ^ JVfarque, the latter did Dot cross the Lys^, 
ttubl after die Duke pf York's corps had been surroutided and 
defeated^ Had the Emperor's orders been as pu&ctnally! 
mcnted by Ibe Accbduke «id Geperal Clerfayt, as. they were by 
the Duke of York^ the result could not have been disastrous^ 
ahhougk it aaigtit not have succeeded to the full extent ^ pro*} 
poied; ihe .atCaokhag .columns being certainly lop little eo»«. 
aoctedy apd aa operation .which engaged two days^ affording^ 
sufficient time to the enemy to collect their fol'ce* 

To proive that no blame was considered to attach to the 
Duke 4^ York, or dra gallant troops under his olders on tbi^ 
occafiion, it is only necessary to quote the following extract of n 
letter from, the Priinee of Coburg, addressed to H. R. H. soon 
after the event. 

'* SaMajest&m'eqoint. de donn^r i V, A. R. les assurance^ 
les plus positives que non seulement elle est parfaitemenft satis^* 
&ils de la mfniere pkine de z^le, d'imelligence, et ' de vaieur 
iloBt V« A^ JR. see braves g6n6raux> et ses^ braves troupes ont 
eiecuti toua les mouvemens qui out eu Beu successivemeut dans 
les joana6es da 17 et du 18> mais qn'elle lui doume par eetta 
lettie le. timoignage certaii^ et bien d^id^ment irrecusable que 
V. A R. n'a fait ancune manceuvre^ qui n'a^t it^ une suit< 
ewehbeUe de la disposition g^a^^aU, ou qu'tg^J^'ait engngi 
V. A U^.k {lire par les messages successifs^qi4« d^m le entrant 
<ie rs&tre elb n icgn de ce Monarque/' f". 



8\ , im IRcc^dy. 

The affies resumed &eir portions in front of Towmaj, the 
left mng being formed of the troops under the Duke of YorkV 
orders. Upon this position^ or rather the right and centre of it» 
General Pichegru made a formidable attack on the €^d, for 
nvhich he had collected nearly 100^000 men. With the .ex<;ep- 
tion^ however^ of successive attacks on the posts near Tem- 
pleuve/ and on the village of Pontechin in which the contest 
Mras close and sanguinary; and by which it appeared to be 
General PichegruV object to penetrate to the ScheMt and 
Toumay; the battle^ which was maintained from day»break 
until late in the evening, was an useless fire of cannon and 

iliusketry, between lines forming nearly parallels to each other. 
The village of Pontechin on the rights 'was taken and retaken 
several times in the course of the day, and was alternately 
disputed by Austrians, Dutch, and British ; the Duke of York 
having detached Major General Fox's Brigade from the- left, to 
the support of that point, the effort made by this ^brigade 

* decided the contest, and the village remained in the possession 
of the allies. General Pichegru retired towards dark,. after 
sustaining considerable loss, and no attempt was made by the 
allies to interrupt his retreat. The enemy left seveii pieees of 
cannon in the hands of the allies. 

Towards the eml of May, the' £mperor proceeded to the 
Sambre with a strong reinforcement, drawn from the position 
near Toumay ; in which the allies, under the command of the 
Prince of Coburg, were consequently obliged to remaiuon the 
defensive. General Clerfayt in the mean time had continued at 
Thielt, to which |>lace he had retired after the failure of the 
general attack on the 18th. 

General Pichegru, shortly after the defeat experienced near 
Toumay,' directed his attention to Ypres, which he caused a 
I>art of hisr army under General Moreau to invest, and of which 
he commenced the siege early in June. At this period the 
enemy's operations on the Sambre, had been prosecuted with 
increased vigor ; and they had frequently crossed that river with a 
view to the si^ of Charleroi, and as often been defeated and 
forced to repass it, by General Kaunitz and the. Prince of 
Orange; who successively commanded the allied army 4m that 
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fine. Tbe Emperor had Joined it on the 1st Jqine^ with the 
feinforcem^ity and on the Srd, completely .defeated the enemy, 
and droye them across tbe Sambre; his Imperial Majesty 
proceeded to Brussels on his way to Vienna, bntretnmed to 
Tonmay on the lOtb, for a few hours^ and then resumed his 
journey. . * . . ^ 

In consequence of this advantage on the Sambre^ the Prince 
of Coburg drew from thence a small reinforcement to> the 
corps at Toumayi and for that under the orders of General 
Clerfayt^ which latter also received a few battalions from 
Tooraay. — General Clerfayt, who had not ventured to interrupt 
the seige of Ypres^ which was conducted by General Moreau, 
and covered by a corps under General Souham posted near 
Paasendael . and Hoogleede^ was ordered to make an attempt 
for its relief, in which a part of the army from Tournay was to 
co4opetate4>y 'movements towards Courtrai and the Lys^ whese 
General Bonneau* was stationed with another French corps of 
observation.': ! These >were attempted on the 9th and resmped^^ 
the iOtfay but suspended in consequence of some very.insignifi^' 
cant demonstrations made by , the enemy from ^ the Marque 
towards the posts in front of tToumay, while General Cl^rfriyt, 
who, in execution of the general plan, attacked the enemy on 
dielOtb near Hoogleede, was repulsed, and forced;to retire on 
•Thielt. . .- ' ^ 'a ;*■» >-'• *_i : • , • i 

.General Clerfayt renewed the attempt on die ISth by a very 
vigoffoua^attaek on the enem/s positions at Hoogleede and 
Rottsselaer; the contest was obstinate, but, Although com- 
menced with some appearance of success, proved ultimately 
unavailing. — General Clerfayt retired upon Thielt, Geaeral 
Hammerstein, with the Hanoverian troops, forming part of 
Clerfayt's corps, on Tfaorout, whence he continued his retreat 
to Bruges, after detaching to Ostend the 8tb light dragoons and 
38th and 55th British regiments, which (with the 12th infantry) 
had arrived at Ostend from England early in May, had formed 
pvt of General Clerfeyt's corps since the middle of that monljb, 
and had. distinguished themselves by their conduct on various 
occasions. The 12th regiment bad remained in Ostend. — 
When this intelligence reached . Tournay, the Duke of York 
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pvdpbsed t9i^m&tf the effbrt without losi of timey aadfbr thai 
pvriKise he irged a junction o£ the wIiqIq foroe firom. Toumi^. 
with G^necal Clerfayt This vigofons meftiure^ which alooft 
offered a prosptcct of^retrieviog a&iira, was, however, objecteci 
to by the Prince of Coburg and other Aufltrian geD.ecaiai on the 
score of its uncovering Tournay, and they dwelt on the exp^ 
dieacy of waiting for a small reinforcement from the Saaibre 
before any^furlfaer attempt should be made. 

Experience ought by this time to have shown to them the 
ruinous effects of the attempt to preserve any point of a long 
Uoe, by die formation of several corps at intervals too great to 
enable them to afford to eaefa other immediate or efectual 
sopport. 

Whilst these events were passing in West Flanders, the enemy, 
having been reinforced by 90^000. men under General Jourdan, 
bad recrossed the Sambre, and had again be^i defeated by the 
Prince d Orange with considerable lo8s.-r>The Prince of 
Geburgf who had continued in the command of the troops neat 
Toumay, encouraged by this success, determined to renew the 
attempt for the relief of YfHres, by a more direct movement^ 
in winch General Clerfayt was to have closely co-operated, but 
still leaving .a considerable pert of the army near Toumay. 
The troofts •destined for this operation (of which the British 
under the Duke of York constituted a proportion) were how- 
ever not piK in motion until the 18th, when ^y crossed the 
Sohddt and protseedcd to Pettes and Escanaffles, whence Ae 
Prince qI C6bu|g lietraced his steps on the folldwing day, npon 
learning Ihdt the enemy had again crossed the Sambfe> lind that 
tha march of the ireinforcement from thence (trifling as it was,) 
had h^en suspencjed. At all events this dilatory movement 
would neit have saved Ypres, which surrendemd an th^ 17th, 
the garfison beikig prisoners of war. 

The eniBmy,; sensiUe of the iBuperior importance of prosec0<- 
ting their operations' on the Sambre, and having received fresh 
reinforcements, had again crossed that river on the Idth^, and 
resumed the siege of Charleroi.^^Upon this, the Prince of Goi- 
burg determined to join- the Prince of Orange with .nearly the 
whole of the Austrian. troopsTromTournay, where.the JOttfce of 
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Yoik !wi» kft with forces ^vhalBiy indequale to Ae task oiitr^ 
fendkig ike positieti ntar that town, if it should be attacked^ or 
ot nmintaiaiiif^ die possession of any portion of West Flanders 
against the superior numbers which Geneml Piehegru was a^ 
liberty to direct upon various poiats. 

Recent measures had confirmed die suspicion, for some tinn 
etttert»ned by His Royal Highness^ that die Austrian cabinet 
had determined on d!^e abandonment of the Netherkmib, aaci 
certainly of West Flanders, for the maintenance of which Ami 
British cabinet^ on the otiier hand, was most so^kous.'**^Hiir 
Royid Highness had in vain remonstrated against the establish-* 
ment of a system of warfare so injurious to Great Britain^ and 
had equally in vain urged, upon every occasion, the adoption of 
more vigorous attempts towards checking the enemy by a com* 
centrntion of means and eiForts. This jarring of interests be^ 
tween the two countries increased the irritation and jealousy ^ 
which had resulted from the failure on the 18th of May, upotf 
which occasion the British troops accused die Austrians (not 
without reason) df having sacrificed them. The Duke of York 
was well aware of these feelings, and had himself ample reasori 
to be hart and mortified by the inattention shown to bis advice, 
and the turn which aflairs had taken ; hot his endeavoui^ were 
invariably directed to the preservation of harmony, and while 
die AttstriM generals resisted his urgent reprcsenlationSy they 
acknowledged the spirit of conciitation which iafinenced Ms 
Rojyal tiigbness*s language, and the zeal with which he was ever 
leady to co-operate in any measure tending to the support of the 
general cause. 

On die £Odi June* General Pichegni advanced towards the 
Mandel and obliged General Clerfayt to retire upon Deynse. 
This movement of the enemy, by bringing them nearer to tfie 
Sdiddt, rendered the Duke of York's position in front of 
T^uAiay, whi^b, since the departure of the Prince of CobUrgy 
had beeU^'haiardoas, no longer tenable, and H. R. H. quitted 
it on the €4th June, with all the British and a paf t of the Hes- 
mm troops, (leaving only a small garrison, 'or rather a rear 
guaad, in the town,) and Scamped between Rin^ix and Oude- 
aarde, with a view to the support of the latter place, whic^ 



ike enemy'threatened, and in order to preserve a conneiiion witb 
General Clerfayt) which their late movements had interrupted. 

The Prince of Coburg had joined the Prince of Orange to- 
wards Nivelles on the 22d. He delayed the attack of the 
enemy until the 26thy although the object was the relief of Char- 
leroi," which he knew to be hard pressed, and whichin fact ca- 
pitulated on the £5th. Upon learning this event he suspended 
^ae attacks in which his columns were engaged, at the very^ mo- 
ment when they afforded a fair prospect of success which, in- 
dependently of its general- effect, would probably have reco- 
vered Charleroi, 'the more limited object of the battle of 
Fleurus. 

This was the last effort which the Austrians even pretended 
to make for the preservation of the Netherlands, and their 
operations during the remainder of the campaign, were a series, 
of retreats which carried them across the Rhine, and which na- 
tvrally influenced every successive movement of the Duke of 
York's army. '^ His Royal Highness had continued in his posi- 
tion at'R6naix, whence he supported Oudenarde, against which 
General ' Pichegru had sent a detachment, while he obliged 
General Clerfayt to abandon his position at Deynse and to'retire 
upon Ghent; upon* this, General Walmoden with the Hano- 
verians evacuated Bruges and fell back upon Landemark, where 
he joined the right flank of General Clerfayt. The enemy again 
attacked General Clerfayt near Ghent, but were repulsed. The 
consequence of these movements was the interception of the 
communication with Ostend, where Lord Moira had arrived 
from flngland on the 26th June with a reinforcement of 5000 
infantry. His Lordship, however, determined to attempt a 
junction with H..R. H/s army, and by an able and a rapid 
march (which was covered by General Walmoden's demonstra-' 
tioiis to the front,) reached; Ghent between the 28tb and SOtb» 
On the latter day Ostend was evacuated by Colonel Vyse^ 
whom Lord Moira had left there with a brigade of British 
troops, w(iich were embarked and removed with the artillery and 
stores* The enemy^ had made some attempts on Oudenairdc!' 
which were repulsed^ but this place' was incapable of pro* 
tracted defence or indeed of any defiance, against- regular 
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approackes ; and it is almost imnecessary to observe faerOi 
that Tournay, Oudenarde, Bruges, Ghent^ Ostend, and ijtther 
places in West Flanders had been dismantled by the Empefor 
Joseph, had, with the exception' of Ypres and Nieuport, not 
been repaired, and could only be considered as field posts ot 
cantonments. 

It appears to have been Graneral Pichegru's intention to pe- 
netrate by Oudenarde between the corps of the Duke of York 
and General Clerfayt, and that his first movements in. that di» 
rection were conformable .to that plan, but that he received 
orders from the Directory to occupy Ostend, and to dcftach a 
part of his army against the island of Walcheren. 

He moved in consequence by Deynse on Bruges, which 
General Moreau had occupied on the 29th June, and on the 
1st July a detachment of his army entered Ostend, Another 
was employed in the siege of Nieuport, in which place Ge^ 
oeral Diepenbrock had been left with a garrison of Hanove* 
rians, and which was gallantly defended for some weeks. 

About this period (the beginning of July) it was agreed, in 
consequence of a proposal from the Prince of Coburg, that 
the Duke of York should exchange positions with General 
Clerfayt, by which measure all the troops in the pay of Great 
Britain should be united, and General Clerfayt be in close con- 
nexion with the main Austrian army. Before however the 
.movements in execution of this change could be undertaken^ the 
Prince of Coburg retired fi'om the positions near Soignies and 
Nivelles, which*he had occupied since the battle of Fleurus, 
and ordered General Clerfayt to fall back fi'om Ghent upOn 
Aloat. His Royal Highness in consequence, on the Sd July, 
marched to.Grammont, and on the 4th to Sombeck. On the 
5th General Clerfayt moved from Alost to . Ascbe and Lord 
Moira from Ternionde, to which place he and General Wal- 
moden had retired, continued his march to Alost. On the 6tfa 
R. R. H* moved to Asche and thus established the junction of 
the several corps now forming his army. On that day the 
enemy attacked Lord Moira's out-posts at Alost, drove in the 
picquets, and penetrated into the town, but were soon repuked 
on li)^ airrival of ^upjiort. 



14 §im KtacniiaM. 



W a ' # 



. On the Bth H.^ ILH^ in caweqiMMe bf tbe Piinee ^ 
Ckibui^'s favther fetumity w«8 under the neoeisity of •directulg 
ihivacroftft the Dyle upcm Concicb^ near which hi»arftijp.oQeii- 
jpied a poaitioD, having ks right to the Scheldt^ the left m lier. 
'The out-posts were attacked on tlie 14tb and Idlfa, and tbe 
enemy on the latter day obtained possesMon of Malmea^ from 
4rhich Li0itt.-6eov Dal wig tetinad with the Hessiana Iqr Wael- 
Jteim acfiMs the Nethe, Lord Mom's corps was then ordered 
4i^ occupy DuffeL 

; In this position H. R. H. continued until the Q&d, hamg 
m vM».duritigthiB jntervad, made two proposals to the Prince of 
Coburg to concentrate the allied forces and to resuaae Ae 
offensive. Bat the Prince <^ Cobui^, having retired first from 
ITirlemont to LandeUp and on the 19th and 20di to Maestri^ht, 
<H» R. H. fell back on the £dd to a position near Campthout, 
JbkBtween Breda and Bergen op Zoom. 

'^ . Between the dSd and 24th the Prince of Coburg quitted the 
position near'Maestridit mid retired across the Maese^ and the 
(Duke of York marched on tbe i25th for Aoseodal^ near which 
^ace he encamped^ and continued until the 4th of 4iigust| 
mhok he feU back to^some ground ia front of Oosteiliotit, the 
army) being encamped mth its right to Breda abd its left to tbe 
Jittle river Dougen. 

<. During diese movements the enemy offered no molestation. 
•Hiey had occupied Antwerp and advanced towards the Nethe^ 
between Tumhont and Herepthals. 

Tbe Duke of York continued near Oosterhottt nntil tbe fiQdi 
AogM, but the fsiemy having attacked and carried eome of his 
ottt^ost9| and apfMAring to threaten his left flank in great force^ 
H^ R. H.fell back behind, the River Aa^ having bi^ i^t to 
Sois le Due, bia left to the Peel Morass. 
,.. Towards the end of August the Prince of Cobuig' resigned 
Ae command of the imperial- army to Genand GlfuAyt, who 
imaaadiately aent General Beaulieu td can£nr .with the Duke of 
York and the Prmce of Orange, on Ifa&pnssibSity bf attempfr- 
ing a forward movement to reUeve. tbe ibilieales on the Frenjch 
frontier, and to rofoccupy Fhmders* 

H» R. H. elderly entered into this .ptqect, and eagagtid to 
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ed-operaite l» the utmost of kis means ; but the surrender of 
Condi «ild Valenciennes caused General Qerfayt to give it vap, 
aldioiigh the Dnke of York permted in urging a concentration 
of force in order to attack the enen^i and if successful^ to 
resume the offensive generally. 

The enemy had continued in his position between Tumhool 
and Meerle until the l^di Sept. when GeneM Picbegru, who 
had been much reinforced^ moved towards the Dommel and 
attacked the advanced posts of H. R. H.'s right, upon that 
river. The enemy carried that of Boxtel with considerable loss 
to the Hesse Darmstadt troops which occupied it, and Lieut.- 
Gen. Abercromby, who was detached with a strong body to 
regain die post, found the enemy in such force that he retired to 
die position of the main body behind the Ab* 

The Duke of York did not think it advisable to risk an action^ 
against very superior numbers, in a poMtkm of which the li^ 
flank was very vulnerable, and therefore fell back on the 15th 
towarda Graves, where he crossed die. Maese on the l6th and 
encamped near Wichenu The enemy advanced to the Aa, but 
did not press H. R. H.'s arkny in its retreat. 

On ftie I'dth the enemy attacked the Austrians and forced the 
passage of the Ourte, Obliged them to abandon the position of 
the Chartreuse near Liege, to retire upon Juliers and behind Ifao 
river: ^ Here again General Jourdan' attacked them, on the dd 
0ct6ber, and forced the passage of the river add their 86vehil 
positions, obliging them to retire upon Kerpen, vi4ience General 
Clerfiiyt ccmtinued his retreat to the Rhine, whidi he crossed at 
Muifa^mon the 5 th of October, abandoning Maastricht to its 
own force, and all the country on the left bank, and leaving the 
left flank of the Duke of York wholly uncovered, while H. R. 
H. was opposed in front by a very considerable army under 
Pichegru. 

Under these circumstances, and as there no longer existed 
any hope of effe<:ting that combination of force and operatiotti 
fer which the Buke^of York had not ceased to press (jkneial 
Clerfayt, H. R. H. determined, towards the 6th October t^ 
retire to a position in front of Nimeguen, still preserving his 
tonnnanicatibtf with Graves, which he was using every exertion 
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to provide with the melaiis of defence, the I^tch baraig wholly 
neglected to supply this place, as indeed most of the others* 

H. B. H. had detached a strong corps to his rights which 
rested on the island of Bojaimel, the defence of which, however^ 
bad become more difficult from the Joss of the fort of Creve-* 
couer, which had been shamefully surrendered on the ^th 
September by the Dutch Commandant. A body of cavalry 
was also sent to observje the, Rhine from Shenkenschantz to 
Wesel, to maintain as far as possible a communication with the 
Austrians. 

The enemy had invested Bois le Due, but although they had 
not the immediate means of attackii^ it, the Prince of Hesse 
Pfatlippestahl surrendered this place a few days after (on lOdi 
October). This acquisition was a most important one to the 
enemy, and afforded great facilities to their further operations on 
the line of the Maese. Graves had been invested on its left 
bank about the same time. They had occupied Fort St. Andr^, 
but were driven from it by Lieut.-Gen. Abercromby on the 1 1th 
October. 

On the 19th the enemy crossed the Maese in force, above 
Graves, and attacked the advanced line of posts on the right, 
. which they forced after considerable resistance, particularly at 
Appeltheiti and Druten, where Major General Hanimerstein and 
Major General Fox commanded. The 37th regiment, in its 
retreat, having unfortunately mistaken some French hussars for 
the corps of Rohan, was broken, and in great measure taken* 
The infantry of Rohan's corps also suffered severely. 

The communication with Graves, witli a view to its supply, 
had been the Duke of York's principal motive for occupying 
the position in front of Nimeguen, and this object having been 
effected previously to the enemy's attack upon bis advanced 
posts, H. R. H. withdrew the chief part of his army across the 
/Waal on the SOtfa, leaving General Walmoden with a cprps to 
loaintain possession of Nimeguen as long as the imperfect state 
of its defences, and the deficiency of heavy artillery, (wbiph 
the Dutch had neglected to supply) would admit. 
:. H. R. H. had some time before taken measures for the 
construction . of a bridge of boats, adross the Waal^ and 
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for establishing batteries on the prominent points of the right 
bank. 

• The enemy appeared before Nimeguen on the 23dy and 
completed the investment of Graves on the right bank of the 
Maese. On the 28th they drove in the out-posts in front of 
Nimeguen, and established themselves within a short distance 
of the works. Every exertion was making to repair the neglect 
of die Dutch Govemfhent. 

Venio bad yielded to the French on the 26th, as easy a con- 
quest as other places held by Dutch garrisons. 

On the 28th General Clerfayt came to Nimeguen, and 
agreed to send eight battalions and 14 squadrons of Austrians 
under lieut. Gen. Wemeck, which should reach Nimeguen 
on the 3d November, and t ence co-operate in an attack upon 
tlie enemy, for which the greater part of H. R. H/s corps 
would assemble at the same point. Lieut. Gen. Werneck 
arrived on the SOth October, and held out hopes that his troops 
would jain on die Jst November, and it was the Duke of York's 
intention to have crossed the Waal on the 2d, and to execute the 
attack writhottt loss of time; but on die Ist General Werneck 
i^ecl^ied that he could not be ready to co-operate until the 7th, 
anjct proposed a diversion to be made by his corps crossing the 
Rhine at Wesel, instead of the direct attack from Nimeguen. 
H. R. H. finding it in vain to expect more, yielded to an alter- 
native which ill agreed with his own sentiments^ and from the 
result of which he hoped for no benefit. 

The enemy broke ground before Nimeguen on the night of 
the 2d November, and H. R. H., in the hope of protracting its 
reduction, was induced to augment the garrison on the 4th, the 
Prince of Orange having also engaged to add six Dutch batta- 
faoos to it. On the afternoon of the same day General Wal- 
moden directed a sortie to be made by nine battalions (of which 
six were British) under Major Gen. De Burgh, supported by some 
squadrons of cavalry ; which succeeded in partially destroying 
the enemy's works, spiking their guns and checking their pro- 
gress until the 6th, when they opened six batteries upon the 
bridge and one upon the town. The bridge was soon so much 
damaged that H. R.^H. determined to withdraw from the town 
R. M. Cal. 1. B 
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, all the troops, excepting the picquets^ (about 2^500 men)^ 
and the Dutch battalions which were left in it, under Major 
General De Burgh^ with a view to maintain the placje until the 
result of General Clerfayt's promise of co«operation ahOnld be 
IcQown. 

It was^ however, soon evident that no material aid was to be 
Ipoked for from that quarter, and xhe enemy's fire having ren- 
dered the preservation of the bridge hourly more precarious, 
H. R. H. ordered Nimeguen to be finally evacuated on the night 
of the 8th. The British troops withdrew without loss ; but>a 
; proportion of the Dutch troops, who were crossing on the 
.flying bridge, were taken^ in consequence of an accidental shot 
carrying away the top of the mast on which the hawser ' was 
fastened, and of their not admitting of the measures' proposed 
by Lieutenant, now Admiral Sir Home, Popham, of the British 
navy and his seamen, for their relief. 

The bridge of boats was burnt, and the flying bridge, of 
which the French had obtained possession, destroyed by the 
fire of the British batteries. 

The diversion held put by the Austrians was confined to the 
passage of two battalions and two squadrons across the Rhine 
at Bfurich, which were soon driven back by the enemy. The 
porps under Lieut. General Werneck continiied,*ho]wever, in 
communication with H« R. H., occupying the posts upon his 
left, along the Rhine, as far as Pannerden. H. R. H/s aroiy 
was encamped and cantoned between the Waal and the Lieck^ 
occupying the line of the former river as far as the island of 
Bommel^ in which Dutch troops were stationed. In this posi- 
tion the army continued unmolested, until H. R. H.'s return to 
England, which took place early in December/ the general 
command devolving on General Walmoden, that of the British 
troops on General, now Earl, Harcourt. 

When H. R. H« quitted the army he was justified in enter-* 
taining every hope that the attempt of the enemy, on the provinces 
of Holland and Utrecht, would be checked by the line of defence 
ivhich it occupied ; but this hope was subsequently disappointed 
the uncommon severity of the season (which rendered all the rivers 
passable on the ice) having concurred with the indifference of the 
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uhabitants, or their disaffection, in faeilitating the eoenij's con* 
quest of the Dutch territory. 

The limits of this work have precluded any other than a 
brief sketch of the campaigns of 1793-4, and of the share 
which the Duke of York had in the successes and reverses of 
the allied arms, [t has, however, been shown from a statement 
of positive facts, that, in the course of the retreat from the 
French frontier to the Waal, the retrograde movements of H. R. 
H/s corps were invariably the result of those made by the 
Austrian army upon his left, and that, while he abstained from 
committing the army entrusted to his charge in partial ^nd 
desultory operations, which, from the superiority of the enemy, 
must have proved sanguinary, without producing any positive or 
sufficient effect; H. R. H. as studiously sought, or availed 
himserf of every opportunity to urge the adoption of a more 
vigorous system of warfare, by a concentration of means, and a 
combination of efforts. 

Amidst the difficulties under which he laboured, should be 
particularly noticed the small aid whi^h he derived from the 
troops, or the government of Holland, in his endeavour to pro- 
tect that country. There was no army in the field which could 
effectually co-operate ; the fortresses, of which the resistance 
m^ht have seriously interrupted the progress of the enemy, 
M^ere either inadequately garrisoned and supplied, or entrusted 
to officers who shamefully surrendered them on the first appear- 
ance of the enemy. Graves alone made a gallant and protracted 
defence, and its brave governor owed the means of so doing to 
the exertions of the Duke of York in throwing in supplies ; for 
when he retired across the Meuse it was destitute of every thing. 

It is not meant by this to say that the Illustrious Princes of 
the House of Orange were wanting at this crisis in the zeal and 
activity for which its importance so urgently called, or that 
diere were not among those who served them, some few indi- 
viduals who were willing and ready to step forward, and to risk 
their lives and properties in support of the cause ; but thosfe 
were few, and the mass of the Dutch people either vie\|ed 
with apathy and indifference the approach of the French arn^eSi 
and the danger which threatened the existing government, or 
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indulged with satisfaction the prospect of a revolution^ possibly 
on no other grounds than a fi>ve of change, and a disposition to 
licentious liberty, vi hich had at this period infected so many 
parts of Europe. These feelings were shown, not only in the 
reluctance of the inhabitants to step forward in defence of the 
country, but also in individual acts, amounting often to open hos- 
tility, against detachments and individuals of the Duke of York's 
army, although its correct discipline and orderly conduct, during 
the retreat, afforded no just cause of complaint. They were 
imbibed in a more or less degree by the Dutch troops, and they 
naturally had the general effect of producing in those who 
would have directed the energies and resources of a well 
affected people, a dread of calling forth exertions of which the 
application might become so doubtful. 

In February, 179^^ his Majesty was graciously pleased to 
nominate the Duke of York to the situation of Commander in 
Chief, an office, at that time^ not less important than it had be- 
come arduous from the deplorable effects of the inefficiency and 
abuse which prevailed in every branch and department of the 
military service. There existed no positive, system of discipline, 
no rule of promotion, or if they did exist, they were not .en- 
forced. Advancement was attainable by a hundred different 
means, none productive of any solid or immediate advantage, 
yet all entailing serious and lasting mischief. 

His Royal Highness undertook the duties of this situation 
with a firm determination to correct the errors and abuses 
which had crept into the administration of the army, and the 
zeal and indefatigable attention with which he persevered in this 
arduous task, were equalled only by the judgment which 
directed his labours, and which prompted him to proceed with 
moderation and caution towards the progressive attainment of 
his object, instead of resorting to hasty measures which would 
have unhinged the whole machine, before any other could be 
substituted, and have ruined a number of individuals, who 
under a better system, might eventually become useful to the 
state. A course so prudent and so mild could alone have 
enabled him to overcome the many difficulties he bad to en*- 
counter, and the opposition with which he frequently had to 
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contend; and it may with truth bp asserted^ that while the ne« 
cessity of checking evil and abuse led to the enforcement ot 
regulations which had been neglected, or to the* establishment 
of others indispensable to the general welfare of the service, of 
which the effect was felt as a grievance by many, the utmost 
care was taken by H. R. H. not to afford just cause of com* 
plaint to any. No detail escaped his vigilant superin tendance, 
and the interests of the old officer, the comfort of the old 
soldier, were blended in his endeavours to place the army upon 
a footing of efficiency and respectability, which should conduce 
to the security and the honor of the country. In the discharge 
of these duties, H. R. H. enjoyed, as he merited, the full 
confidence and the support of his Majesty, and his government, 
and was assisted by officers whom a sense of their merit and 
efficiency, and not private favor, induced him to select for situa* 
lions of office and of command. 

In September, 1799> the Duke of York was called from the 
immediate duties of his official situation at home to assume the 
command of an expedition, undertaken by the British Govern- 
a!ient^ for the deliverance of Holland, at a period when there was 
reason to hope that the successes obtained by the Austrian and 
Russian armies in Germany and Italy, would prevent the French 
from '.offering any vigorous resistance in Holland, especially if 
tbe attempt to emancipate that country should be supported 
by the inhabitants, as there appeared just ground to expect. 

Preparations were made early in the summer for this enter- 
prize, for which it was intended to assemble S0;000 British 
troops^ who were to be joined off the coast of Holland by 
17^000 Russians. 

It is not intended to enter into any minute statement of this 
expedition, but to furnish a brief sketch of the operations, and 
a few general observations upon the principal events. 

The first division, or the advanced guard of the expedition, 
of about 1^,000 men, under the orders of Lieut. General Sir 
Ralpb Abercrombie, and escorted by a considerable naval ar- 
mament under Admiral Mitchell, put to sea on the 13th Au- 
gust, but did not make the coast of North Holland, until the 
doth ; and contrary winds and tempestuous weather prevented 
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Sir Ralph Abercrombie from effecting a landing until the £7th. 
It succeeded completely, although opposed vigorously by Gen- 
eral Daendels, who had collected 10,000 men, and who retired 
from his position near the H elder to that of the Zuype, after sustain- 
ing a loss of 1400 men. That of the British troops was 454 in 
killed and wounded — among the latter was Lieut. General Sir 
James Pulteney, who very much distinguished himself in this action. 

llie evacuation of the Helder was its immediate consequence. 
On the £8th a reinforcement of 5,000 men landed under M^or 
General Don, and on the same day possession was taken of the 
Naval Arsenal, at the Nieuwe Diep, and of the ships of war 
and Indiamen in it. On the 30th, Admiral MitcheU passed 
the Helder, and entered the channel which leads to the Vlieter, 
where the Dutch fleet was at anchor. Admiral Story who 
commanded it was summoned to surrender the fleet, to which 
he agreed after some communication, and thus the maritime 
part of the expedition was realized in three days from the first 
landing of the uoops. 

On the 1st Sept. Sir Ralph Abercrombie advanced and occu* 
pied the position of the Zuype, with his right to Petten, and his 
left at Oude Sluys; General Daendels having retired from it on 
the 30th' August in the direction of Alkmaar, upon the line of 
the Schermer. Here the latter was soon joined by French 
trooj{S which arrived in great haste from Zealand and other 
parts, and oi\ the 2nd Sept by General Brune, who had the 
chief command in Holland. Upon the 8th General Dumon- 
ceau joined him with a Batavian division, when the total num- 
ber of the enemy opposed, to Sir. R. Abercrom^bie, amounted 
to 20,000 men, including about 7000 French. 

Sir R. Abercrombie, not having a force sufl&^ient. or eq«ip. 
ments which could, authorize further progress, , had employed 
the interval between the 1st and 10th Sept. in strengthening, 
his position ; and in taking ev^ry: precaution which might enaUe 
him to resist at^ck, until the arrivsd of reinforcements jRrpm 
England^, or of the. Russians. The 1 1th lighit dragoons (abcmt 
500) had landed on. the. 6th and joined him,. The Hei^editary 
Prince of Orange arrived »t the.Te^el. on the 6tb,i»M pco- 
ceeded to the Helder* 
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On the lOthy the enemy made a general attack upon Sir 
R. Abercrombie's position, directing their principal efforts 
against the flank of the Slaper Djke, \vhich was defended 
by the two brigades of guards under M. General Burrard; 
and against th^ post of Crabbendam which formed a salient angle 
ia the position ; and where they were resisted by Sir R. Aber* ' 
crombie in person, with- a proportion of the 20th I'egiment.' 
Their attempts to force these and other points on the right and 
centre of the position, were gallant but unavailing ; those made 
upon its left were weak and easily checked. They retired in 
disorder upon Alkmaar with the loss of nearly 2000 men, of which 
1200 were French, the latter having attacked the right. Th^ 
British, who were much sheltered by the dyke and intrench- 
ments, lost only 180 killed, wounded, and missing. Among the' 
wounded was Major General, the late Sir John, Moore. 

Sir R. Abercrombie continued in his position, and between 
the 12di and 15th three brigades of British troops, and two of the 
three divisions of Russians under Lieut .Gen. Hermann, and Major ' 
Gen. Essen, dis»embarked at the Helder, and proceeded to the 
Zaype. The Duke of York landed on the 15th, and assunied th6 
command of the army; which on the 15th amounted to 33,000 men, 
inclttdmg 1200 light cavalry, viz. 46 battalions and 10 squadrons ; 
the whole of this force waS; however, not assembled in the Zuype' 
until the 18th. At this period H. R. H. possessed a superiority 
of force, of which it was material that he should avail himself as 
early as possible, to strike a decisive blow. The season was 
advanced, adverse winds, and other obstacles to the assembly of 
the several* divisions forming his army, had produced delays 
which had enabled the enemy to collect the means of opposition 
from various quarters ; and had in proportion damped whatever 
disposition might have existed in the country to favor the cause 
of the House of Orange. Finally, fhe operations of the allies in 
Switresrland had taken a turn, which forbad an expectation that, ' 
as a diversien, they would longer favor the attempt in Holland. 

All these motives combined to induce H. R. H. to proceed 
with the utmost expedition to offensive measures ; and on the 
19di Sept. he made a general attack upon the extensive position 
occupied by the enemy ; the prmcipal pomts of which they had 
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strongly fortified. It would be superilaous here to describe 
minutely, operations of which the plan, the progress^ and 
the result, have beeu so fully detailed in official documents. 
The attack was made in three columns : that of the right 
consisting ahnost wholly of Russians under Lieut. Gen. Her* 
mann, was directed upon the villages of Qroet^ Scbiorel, and 
fiergen; the centre column under Lieut. Gen. D. Dundas, 
upon Warmenhuysen, and Schoreldam, and thence to co-operate 
with the right; the left column under Lieut. Gen. Sir J. 
Pulteney, was to attack the Lange Dyke ; which was defended 
by General Daendels' 4^vision of Dutch troops, and strongly 
fortifie4. A fourth column of 9000 British troops^ under 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Abercrombie, was to turn entirely the rightof 
the enemy's position, and to march on the evening of the 18th, 
so as to reach .Hoorn at the moment when the general attack 
should commence ; and thence to direct itself on Purmereud, 
eventually, if the general attack should succeed, to threaten and 
even to endeavour to possess ftself of Amsterdam. 

The first operations of the several columns were successful. 
Lieut. Gen. Heromun rapidly carried Groet and Schorel, and 
penetrated into Bergen ; Lieut. Gen. Dundas's columu carried 
Warmenhuysen and Schoreldam, and established itself at the 
latter point; while Sir James Pulteney's, later in the day, 
stormed the formidable works at Oude» Carpel, the head of the 
Lange Dyke, and drove the enemy with considerable loss of 
men and guns, from the villages which line the Lange Dyke, 
upon Alkniaar ; thus cutting off Gen. Daendels from the retreat 
on Purmerend, and removing all opposition to the progress of 
Sir H. Abercrombie, excepting such as the nature and state of 
the country offered. 

The hopes which so brilliant a commencement afforded of 
ft, general and decisive success were destroyed by the imprudent 
conduct of the Russian troops under General Hermann ; whose 
hasty valor caused them to overlook every precaution which 
the art of war prescribes, and led to their being surrounded in 
Jbe village of Bergen, and finally repulsed with very considerable 
loss, by an enemy inferior to them in number and valor> but 
superior in science and prudence; tliey retured in confusion, 
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a very great proportion of Geueral Dundas's column, was 
necessarily detached from the centre to support them> arid to 
cover die right of die position of the Zuype. Sir James Puheney 
was directed to suspend his attack ; Sir R. Abercrombie was 
recsnedy and the whole of the troops which had been employed 
in this attack, resumed their stations in the position firom which 
tbeyfaad marched. The British lost in killed, wounded, and mis* 
singi about 1 100 ifien, of whom 49 were officers. The Russians 
in kOled and taken 1745 men, of whom 44 were officers^ including 
Lieut. Gen. Hermann taken, and Lieut. Gen. Gerebzoff killed ; 
and in wounded 1£25, of whom 49 were officers, including Major 
Gen. Southoff. The enemy suffered also very considerably^ 
and left 3000 prisoners in the hands of the allies, chiefly taken 
by Sir James Pulteuey's column. 

The Duke of York has without reason been blamed, for 
having detached so large a corps imder Lieut Gen. Sir R. 
Abercrombie, instead of applying a greater force to the attack 
of the enemy's left. The objects to be gained by the move- 
ments of Sir R. Abercrombie would, if attained, have had 
material effect on the result of the whole expedition ; and could 
oDiy be attempted while H. R. H. possessed a superiority of 
means ; at the same time that its success could alone remove 
the evils, arising from the late period of the season, at which 
the operations had commenced. The enemy had left their 
right uncovered, and a very strong country unoccupied ; from 
which it was evident that it would be very diffi6ult to 'drive 
them, if time were allowed to them to correct their error ; and 
they had left Amsterdam without defence on tlie side only by 
which it was accessible. The numbers of the column which 
attacked Bei^en would have been more than sufficient, if they 
had been employed with common prudence, ^rhis column was 
at all tnnes very superior to the enemy which opposed it, but it 
moved in mass in an intersected, country, never covered its 
flaoks, never deployed during its hurried progress, and its opera- 
tions havipg, contrary to order, been commenced long before 
daylight, the fireof musquetrywas directed on no positive poiiit, 
extended through the. whole depth of the column or mass; and 
proved probably more destructive to itself than to the enemy. 
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That the. otber cpliiton^ were not too weak ia sufficiently shown 
by their having maintained, until withdrawn by order, the posts 
they had gained wh^e they were detached to the support of • 
the Russians. 

General Brune's army re->ociaipied all the posts frdm which 
it had been driven, and its general position was now covered on 
the right by inundations, the only communications across which, 
the dykesj were fortified. The space between Alkmaar and 
the Zuyder Zee, was thus rendered defensible by small numbers, 
and Amsterdam was covered on the land side. The remamder 
of the army, which Was successively reinforced, was concen- 
trated between the Lange Dyke and the ocean, and the post of 
Oudes Carpel was strengthened by additional works, and by. 
inundations. Schoreldam and the Koedyke were also fortified 
with greater care. 

The. Duke of York was anxious to renew the attack before 
the enemy should be further reinforced, and the arrival of the 
third division of Russians under General Emm^ which Joined 
him on the 26th, and of some delichments from England^ had 
replaced the numbers lost on the 19th, but the staite of the 
weather and of the roads, obliged him to defer operations until 
the second of October. 

It has been already observed that the right of the enemy was 
no longer assailable, and the further precautions taken by them had 
rendered an attack in frcmt not advisable. H. R. H. therefore 
determined to operate with his main force against their leiHt, in 
the hopes of making such an impression as should materialiy 
reduce their means of future resistance. 

The attack upon the enemy's left wing was ouide by three 
columns; that of the right upder Sir R. Abercrombie, moving 
along the shore, upon £gmont-op-Zee, that of the centre con- 
sisting of Russians und6r General Essen along the .road, 
wjiich skirts the Downs by Groet and Schorel, against Bergen ; 
that on the left under Lieutenant General Dundas, was in part 
to move on Schoreldam, ifi part to cooperate with General 
Essen in the advance on Bergen, and to endeavoiur to establish 
a connexion with Sir Ralph Abercrombi^'s. 

A fourth column under Sir James Pulteney, was to cover 
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the left of the army as far as the Zuyder Zee, and to threaten 
the enemy's rights further to avail itself of any favorable oppor- 
tuoity which might occur of supporting by more decided ope- 
rations^ those of the other columns. 

The enemy were dislodged from Schoreldam and from the 
sand hills about B^gen and £gmont-op-Zee after an obstinate 
resistance^ particularly near the latter post^ in its progress to- 
warids which. Sir Ralph Abercrombie's column suffered severely. 
The loss of the enemy would have been much more serious if 
General Essen could have been prevailed upon to co-operate 
more vigorously in the attack upon the village of Bergen, the 
early possession of which might have rendered the retreat of the 
enemy's right very precarious. The general result of the 
attack was, that it placed the Duke of York's army on the 2d 
October, in a situation which would have enabled him to re- 
new it on the following day with great advantage, and General 
Brune, in consequence, abandoned his positions in the night, 
sod retired to the strong ground about Bever-wyck and Wyck* 
op-Zee, with the greater proportion of his troops, while General 
Daendels, who had abandoned Oudes Carpel and Lange Dyke,. 
fell back through Alkmaar to Purmereud. 

Alkmaar was occupied on the afternoon of the 3d by detach- 
ments from General Dundas's and Sir James Pukeney's columns* 

The British loss amounted to 237 killed, of whom 1 1 were 
officers, 1 1 02 wounded, of whom 79 were officers, and 1 93 missing. 
That of the Russians was 1 3 officers and 157 soldiers killed or taken, 
and 20 officers and 403 wounded. Major General Moore was 
wounded early in the action, but did not quit thcT field until a 
second very severe wound .obliged him to be carried off. Seven 
pieces of cannon add several ammunition waggons were taken 
from the enemy, whose loss in men was very great* ' 

On the 4tb, the right. of the army under Sir R. Abercroihbie 
pushed its posts beyond Ego^ont-op-^Ziee, Egmont op to Hoof, 
and Egmont Biiinen;.the centre occupied Alkmaar, and the- 
tillages in. its front towards Limmen. The left was placed 
behind the canal of Alkmaar between that town and Scher-' 
meiliom. The town of Hoorn on the Zuyder Zee was re-<>c- 
<^pzed by a detachment from the left* The roads were in a 
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dreadful 9tate, and the conveyance of supplies of every descrip- 
tion from the rear^ bad become very arduous. This circumstance 
and the necessity of giving some repose to the troopaf^ prevented 
the Duke of York from immediately following up the success 
obtained on the 2d and 3d by the attack on General Brune^ in 
the strong position to which he had retired near Bever-wyck. 
On the sixth, however, he determined to push forward the ad- 
vanced posts of the centre and nght, and the enemy were driven 
from the villages of Ackersloot and Limmen by the guards, 
from that of Baccum by the Russians, and from the ground be- 
tween that village and the sea by the reserve under Colonel 
Macdonald without much difficulty, although with some loss to 
themselves. Thus far and no farther it was intended that these 
corps should proceed, preparatory to the general attack in con* 
teoipiation, but Colonel Macdonald having followed the enemy 
too eagerly on the right, in the Sand Hills, and the Russians 
having advanced to Castricum, which it was not intended they 
should attack, brought on a contest bet^^'een these corps and 
the reinforcement sent by the enemy, which, although it had no 
object, soon became a general action from Limmen to the sea, 
and was disputed on the right with great obstinacy, and with 
alternate success until late in the evening, when the enemy were 
driven back to their position, and the allies remained in posses- 
sion of Baiicum and even of Castricum, from which si detachment 
made by General Coote from Limmen had driven the enemy. 

The loss sustained by both parties in this engagement, 
brought on widi the sole desire of supporting the advanced 
posts, was very severe. The British lost in killed, wounded, 
and missing, 50 officers, and 1425 men, the Russians 1110, 
including officers. 

Although the Duke of York's army had repulsed the enemy, 
and maintained every post which it had occupied early in the 
day, the consequences of this useless action, and the loss sus- 
tained in it, rendered its effects equivalent to a defeat. It 
obliged H. R. H. to suspend the meditated attack, and reduced 
his numbers at a moment when he had no expectation of further 
reinforcement, and when the enemy's means were hourly increas- 
ing. He no longer possessed that superiority of force which 
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was ]iidi$peii8able to the contiiiuance of ofFensive war&re. The 
state of the roads^ and the consequent ' difficult; of briogiiig up 
provisions and ammunition haCe been already adverted to. 

These circumstances^ tiie advanced period of the season, and 
the unfavorable position as a defensive one, which the army- 
then occupied, added to the disappointment of the expectations 
of an insurrection of the Dutch people, rendered it very evi- 
dent that no further movement in advance, nor a continuance in 
the station then occupied, presented tliat prospect of advan- 
tage which could balance the risk attending them, and H. R. H. 
was induced, by the advice of Sir R. Abercrombie and the other 
Lieutenant Generals, to abandon an enterprise of which the 
increasing dangers were not compensated by any probabtiily of 
success, and to retreat to the position of the Zuype, where he 
would be nearer his magazines, and wait with greater security 
for instructions from England* 

, The troops began their retreat on the evening of the seventh, 
and the centre and right reached the Zuype on the following day 
without any interruption from the enemy or any other loss than 
that of 50 wounded, left at Egmont-op-Zee, whose stalfe did 
not admit of removal. The left retired more gradually. 

General Brune's light troops did not approach the position of 
die allies until the evening of the eighth. On the ninth they re- 
occupied Warmenhuysen, and on the tenth tiiey pressed upon the 
rear of the left wing, under Prince William of Gloucester, by 
whic^, however, they were kept in check until night, when it 
continued its retreat without being further molested. On the 
same day they appeared in force «pon the whole line, but re- 
tired without attempting any thing. 

The Duke of York lost no time in adding to the strength of 
his position, and in directing the sick and wounded to be sent 
to tl)e Island of the Texel or to England, and the removal to Eng- 
land also, of the Dutch Levies, which were forming at the Helder. 

Henceforth the resumption of offensive operation^ was out of 
the question, and H. R. H. had to decide between the alternative 
of continuing on the defensive in the positioa which he oc- 
cupied, or of endeavouring to evacuate,, by some means or 
other^ Nprth Holland. 
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It was a choice of evils. The portion which he occtipied 
was goody and the troops under his orders might long have 
resisted the en^ny's attempts to force it ; hut at this advanced 
season H. R. H. could not look to the ceitainty or even the 
probability of the arrival of reinforcements or even of supplies ; 
repeated attacks would necessarily have caused a serious dimi- 
nution of his force, and the uncertainty of the navigation might 
iiave produced starvation. The unhealthiness of a marshy coun- 
try had already entailed great sickness, the increase of which 
would cause a reduction in his numbers, possibly still more con- 
siderable than the sword. ' ' 

The enemy^ on the contrary, were daily acquiring strength, 

and could multiply, hasten, or retard their attacks at pleasure, 
without dreading any deficiency of supply. 

If repulsed or beaten, their retrefit was open, and they could 
not be followed ; at least nothing would have been gained by 
following them. 

. If H. R. H/s position had been forced, which sooner or later 
fiD^t have been the case, he might possibly have made a second . 
^tand in a position, marked out betvVeen it and the sea, but 
still embarkation must have been the ultimate resource, and 
that embarkation must have been effected under the attack of a 
superior enemy, and possibly attempted when a contrary wind 
would have exposed the transports to destruction, supposing 
eveii that a sufficient number should have been collected to 
receive the troops. 

Admitting these reasons to operate forcibly against any 
attempt to maintain a defensive position, it must be allowed 
that sonie of them operated in no less a degree against re- 
embarkation, under the attack of an enemy. The gain of a 
march would have availed Lttle, for the whole army could not 
have been embarked at once, that part which remained on shore 
WQiild have been exposed in a two*fold degree to the efforts of 
an enemy s|lready possessing the advantage of superiority in 
reference to the whole, and might have been destroyed in sight 
of the ships, or in the act of embarking. At all events, under 
the most favorable supposition, a str^g rear guard must 
have been sacrificed, and unless the wind should favor' the 
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depiurture of the transports^ it would have been sacrifioed for no 
purpose. 

Another alternative indeed OGCurred, that of cntting the 
Djkes, and inundatii^ the country beyond the 2kiype^ bat this 
could not be resorted to without destroying tbatcoantry, possibly 
for centuries, and nothing but a jpersuajnon that the preservation 
of his army could be obtained by no other means would have 
induced JH. R^ H- to adopt it. To have transported his army 
to another part of the United Provinces would, under all circnoi- 
stances, not have been advisable, and in fact the great embarrass- 
ment of embarking the army would not have been obviated by it. 

These considerations, and the indispensable duty of preserving 
his brave troops to the country, when no object could be attained 
by incurring further risk or loss^ induced H* R. H. to try the 
effect of negociation. 

The result and the terms of the agreement, which was con- 
cluded with General Brune,*are too well known to require in- 
troduction here, suffice it to say that in this instance, as in 
others, H. R. H. acted by the advice and with the unqualified 
concurrence of Sir R. Abercrombie and the other Lieutenant 
Generals, who felt that, even in a cold calculation of lives, dife 
numbers of his army, which in all probability would «bave been 
sacrificed by a different line of conduct, would have exceeded 
that of the prisoners whose services were restored to the enemy. 
There was no other condition which could admit of hesitation'; 
no restriction on the employment of the British or Russian broopv 
which were at once disposable for other objects ; no restoratiob 
of the captured ships, which though proposed and urged by 
General Br.une, was firmly resisted by H. R. H. even to the 
length of authorizing General Knox to break off the negociation 
if it should be further insisted upon. 

The agreement was finally concluded on the 18th of October, 
and from that day hostilities ceased. H. R. H. was to evacuate 
the territory and seas of Holland before the dOth November. 
The greater part of the troops were on board before the end of 
October^ and the Duke of York embarked on the 1st November 
leaving to Sir James Pulteney the final execution of the agree- 
ment. The latter left the Texel on the igth November^ with 
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the troops and ships which still remained in the road^ and the 
enemy re-occupied the Helder on the same day. 

Various misrepresentations of the events of this expedition 
have raised so great a prejudice in those who have not taken the 
trouble of ascertaining facts^ against its projectors and executors^ 
that we have thought it necessary to extend our narrative of it 
beyond the intended limits of this work., We have already referred 
our readers to die history of this* campaign published in 1801, 
and we shall conclude our observatioiis^ many of which are drawn 
from that publication^ with the following extracts from it : 

^' Tlie first striking circumstance is the effect which adverse 
winds had in delaying the disembarkation. This delay was 
fatal in a double sense^ firsts because when the armament sailed^ 
the season was already so far advanced as not to' admit of loss 
of time, and secondly^ as it aflForded to the enemy leisure to 
prepare for a defence, which, if greater expedition could bav« 
been used, he neither could, nor ftrobably would have attempted. 
The bad effects of this delay were felt during the whole 
course of the expedition. Had the disembarkation taken plac« 
seven days sooner, the troops could not have experienced, 
until they had proceeded beyond the Zuype, that resistance 
which was opposed to them upon the very beach where they 
landed. When they afterwards reached that position, the 
enemy had had tine to strengthen himself, had acquired greater 
confidence, and adopted more effectual measures. Five weeks 
elapsed between the period when the armament put to sea, 
and that of the general attack which was made on the IQth of 
September. 

'^ The losses and fatigues which resulted from its failure, 
contributed with tlie subsequent inclemency of the weather, to 
render a speedy renewal of it impracticable. The attempt made 
on the 2d October was attended with more success ; but the 
season was then so far advanced, and so unfavorable, and the 
enemy's force so much increased, as to destroy every prospect on 
the part of the allies of following up their victory, and of 
course every hope of obtaining fresh advantages. Hence na« 
turally resulted the abandonment of the enterprise^ and the 
evacuation of North Holland.'' 
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Upon. his return to England, the Duke of York again di- 
rected bis time and attention to the amelioration of the militiurj 
System ; each successive year afforded fresh proofs of the 
benefits arising from his unabated exertions^ and it must be 
admitted that owing to these and the many wise regulations 
established by his Royal Highness, the British army in a 
few years presented a model of perfection to every military 
natioii. Its efficiency, consistency, and the noble spirit of 
emulation which pervades every department and every ra(nk, 
enabled it, under the direction of distinguished chiefs, to pre* 
sent insuperable bars to the boundless ambition of Buonaparte, 
tvhose policy it was, while he admitted the value of our navy^ 
to depreciate in the eyes of Eurbpe the military character and 
resources of Great Britain. But the events of recent years have 
placed the exploits of the army on the same splendid pre* 
eminence which the navy had so justly acquired ; and they had 
produced a material change ill the tone in which Buonaparte 
and his Generals affected to speak of British troops long be;- 
fore even their successful efforts in supporting the independence 
of Portugal and Spain, had encouraged the other powers of 
the continent to mountain a struggle, which has ended in thi^ 
downfall of tyranny, and the restoration of legttintiate autfao* 
rity. 

From the pfoud feeling inspired by these reflectiobSj» w^ 
turn with regret to state that, in the midst of the cares atten- 
dant upon his official duties, and while exerting himself to in- 
crease the glory of Great Britain by the improvement and con- 
solidation of her vast military resources, an attempt was pre- 
pari'i^ to deprive his country of the services of this meritorious 
Commander in Chief. A becoming deference to the respectable 
assembly where certain charges originated, and were allowed to 
be exhibited againist the Duke of York, compels a forbearance 
of those observations which a dispassionate view of the conduct 
of the principal performer must excite. Indeed these have long 
since been Consigned to public dobteiinpt. 

On this painful occasion the Duke of York behaved with 
the greatest magnanimity, and finding that the efforts of some 
individuals had sueceeded in raising a prejudice against hini in 
R.M.Cal. I. C 
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the public mindy which might have beea productive of embar- 
rassment to his Majesty's goyernmeDt id its further endeavours 
to maintain hiui in his official situation, H. R« H. waited upon 
the King, and tendered his resignation on the 1 8th March, 1809. 

Copy of the HvK^ of York's Letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, on the above occasion, 

" Sir, " Horse Guards, February 23, 1809. 

** 1 have waited, with the greatest anxiety, until the Com- 
mittee appointed by the House 'of Commons, to inquire into 
my conduct sA Commander in Chief of his Majesty's army, had 
closed its examination ; and I now hope that it will not be 
deemed improper to address this Letter, through you, to the 
House of Commons. 

" I observe with the deepest concern, that, in the course, of 
this Inquiry, my name has been coupled with transactions the 
most criminal and disgraceful ; and I must ever regret and la- 
ment, that a connexion should ever have existed, which has 
thus exposed my character and honour to public animadversion. 

'' With respect to any alleged offences connected with the 
discharge of official duties, I do, in the most solemn manner^ 
upon my honor as a Prince, distinctly assert my innocence, 
not only by denying all corrupt participation in any of the in* 
famous transactions which have appeared in evidence at the bar 
of the House of Commons, or any connivance at their exis- 
tence, but also the slightest knowledge or suspicion that they 
existed at all.'* 

Few events in the life of our revered Sovereign were of a 
nature to have wounded his feelings so deeply. He beheld in 
this sad moment his beloved son, whose every exertion had been 
made for the security of his crown and advancement of his king- 
dom's milifkry glory, driven by the effects of the intrigue and 
persecution of a few contemptible individuals, whom he had 
never injured, and by a keen sense of injured honor, to resign 
the high situation which no one had ever previously filled with 
such distinguished credit and success. 

While the unprejudiced part of the community deplored the 
retirement of H. R. H. the whole army deeply participated it& 
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that feeling ; but the habits of subordinatioQ which had been so 
essentially promoted by the individual whose misfortune they 
r^retted^ and which were upon this occasion enforced by his 
advice to those corps which expressed a desire to address him, 
taught them to bear it in silence, confident that the time was 
approaching when the mists of prejudice would vanish before a 
conviction of the truth. 

That day at length arrived, when the wishes of the country 
at large were eagerly met by the illustrious heir apparent, and 
die Duke of York once more consented to fill the situation 
to which his extraordinary merits so justly entitle him. 

The King's lamented malady deprived him of the satisfaction 
and happiness which he would have felt in being the immediate 
instrument of restoring the Duke of York to his office ; but the 
communication of the Prince Regent's act was made to His 
Majesty during that interval of amelioration, which afforded 
hopes that the prayers of his people for his recovery would be 
heard, and it was hailed by his Majesty with a degree of joy 
which strongly marked both his affection for the Duke of York, 
and the high opinion which he had not ceased to entertain of his 
character and conduct. 

During the interval of H. B. H.'s retirement, die office of 
Commander in Chief had been filled by General Sir David 
Dundas, whose study it was to conform in all respects to the 
system and the regulations established by H. R. H. He had 
accepted the office with regret, had continued in it firom a sense 
of public duty, and he resigned it widi the most unequivocal 
satisfactioD. 

During the same interval the Duke of York's conduct was 
marked by a moderation, and a manly forbearance, which ob« 
tiuned for it the admiration even of those who had been most 
ardent in supporting the accusations against him ; nor was it less 
remarkable fpr the caution with which he abstained from all 
interference in the arrangements and promotions of the army. 

In a mind so constituted, the circumstances which had oc- , 
cnrred could leave no impression of iU-humor or disgust which 
could operate as a check to future exertions. These have been 
continued with renewed ^eal aind vigor; the improvement of 
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shall enable the army best to discharge its duty to the state, are 
still, as heretofore, the objects of H. R. H«'s earnest solici- 
tude and unabated attention ; and it may be confidently asserted, 
that, after so many years of official duty, every part of it, 
however comparatively trivial, is undertaken and executed 
with the same zeal and assiduity which distinguished bis first 
labors. 

His impartial dispensation of promotion, and hi» anxious 
desire to reward the services of the meritorious officer, are ac- 
knowledged by the whole army, and by the country at large ; 
and to H. R. H.'s credit be it said, no prejudice which may 
have crept into his mind, no sense of injury received, have ever 
influenced him in the consideration of the claims which are 
brought before him. His mind is indeed incapable of harbor- 
ing resentment, still less is it susceptible of jealousy of those 
whom distinguished services have placed in situations of high 
command. These have at all times received his cordial and stre- 
nuous support, and his utmost endeavours have becn^exerted to 
furnish them with the means of prosecuting their successful and 
honorable career* 

The Duke of York's commendable selection of those holding 
official military situations, under his immediate direction, has 
already been noticed in the first pages of this memoir ; and al- 
though some of them were early distinguished by his friend- 
ship, it must be observed, in proof of the assertion, '^ that 
private favor has not influenced the choice,'^ that General 
Brownrigg, his first military secretary, became first known 
to him by his meritorious discharge of the duties of Deputy 
Quarter Master General, in Flanders, in 1794, and that Generals 
Gordon and Torrens,^ who successively filled that office, were 
not personally known to H. R. H. until some years after he 
became Commander in Chiefy and then owed their appoint- 
ment to his official sense of their value. The same principle 
has ever guided H. R. H. in the selection of individuals to fill 
official departments, and stafi^ situations in general, ^nd has been 
strongly evinced in his recommendations to the King, of ofli'cers 
for the situation of Aides-de-Camp to his Majesty, who were 
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indebted for this honorable distinctioB ^to their military talents 
and conduct in the field. 

H. R. H. is regular in his attendance to business, to which 
the greater part of every day is devoted. * Every arrangement, 
the most minute, is submitted by the heads of departments for 
his sanction; the memorial of every officer, the petition of every 
soldier, engages his personal attention, nor are any suffered to 
pass unnoticed. 

Tuesdays and Fridays (during the meeting of Parliament), and 
at other |>eriods, Tuesdays only, are the days on>?vhich H. R. H. 
gives audiences to officers of every rank who. wish to approach 
him on business. From the frequency of these levees; and the 
indiscriminate admission, there ar« few, if any, officers of the 
army who are not personally known to H. R. H. ; and although 
compliance with the requests of all is impossible, -the refusal is 
always softened by the kind manner in.which it is conveyed. 

The line of politics which H. R. H. has invariably /olio wed^ 
siDce the year 1794, has been diat of firm and zealous suppoit 
of the King's and the Prince Regent's Government ; but his 
political conduct has been free from violence, and fi-oiii preju* 
dice against those who have adopted a different course 4 nor has 
he ever suffered the spirit of party to influence Jiim in the .choice 
of, or intercourse with, private friends. These are to be found 
alike among the supporters and the opposers of government; 
and the line has been so well drawn us to secure him from all 
suspicion that private inclination can affect what he considers 
to be a public duty. The favorable impression made upon aU 
parties by his good sense and moderation, in this respect, has 
been confirmed by his conduct when entrusted by the. Prince 
Regent, soon after the removal of the restrictions on his autho- 
rity, with communications to the heads of parties, having for 
object a coalition which should strengthen H. R. H.'s go? 
vemment. 

Although the negociation failed, the honorable,. upright, and 
candid manner in which it was conducted by H. R. H. was 
acknowledged by all those concerned. 

H. R. H. has shown himself a not less dutiful and affectionate 
son and kind brother, than a faithful and zealous subject;. 
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In his private attachment he has offered throu|^ life an 
example^ of steadiness truly remarkable. The friends of his 
youth, those respectable individuals to whom the King had 
entrusted the superintendence of his education are -still his 
friends, have free admission to his society^ and are at all times 
leceived by him with the same feeling of sincere affection, 
which on the other hand has continued to be entertained by 
them towards him. 

Those whom he has in the further course of his life honored 
with his friendship, and who have proved themselves deserving 
of his confidence, have experienced the most decided proofs of 
sincere and cordial solicitude for their welfare and success, and, 
high and low, res|>ect and love him as a true friend, and a kind 
and indulgent master. His manner, with all, is easy, affable, 
and unaffectedly condescending. Every act evinces goodness 
of heart, so justly considered the greatest of all blessings, and 
producing an equanimity of temper, and a cheerfulness of 
disposition, which are so well calculated to support the individual 
under the constant weight of busmess, and the occasional 
pressure of ai&iction and difficulty. 

In proof of the assertion that undue prejudice and every 
effort of malice have yielded to a sense of his Royal Highness's 
meritorious discharge of his duty, the vote of thanks, and which 
passed unanimously in the House of Commons at the termina- 
tion of Hostilities in 1814, and was moved by one of those 
members who had been a warm advocate for his Royal High- 
ness's removal from office, is inserted, together with His Royal 
Highnesses reply, and the subsequent votes and correspondence 
in 1815. 

''House of Lords, 11 July, 1814. 

'' The Lord Chancellor has the honor to send to your Royal 
Highness, ^the Commander in Chief of His Majesty's forces, the 
enclosed resolution of the House of Lords, which he has been 
commanded to transmit to your Royal Highness for the purpose 
expressed in the Resolutions. 

(Signed) Eldon." 

'' His Royal Highness, 

The Commander in Chief. 
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Mereurii, IS die JuUi, 1814. 
" My Lord, ^' Horse Guards, July 12th, 1814. 

'' X have received your Lordship's letter of yesterday, 
transmittiog the unanimous vote of thanks of the House of 
Lords to His Majesty's Army^ for the services rendered to 
their King and Country : and accoi*ding to the desire of their 
Lordships, I shall not fail to communicate in the handsome 
terms in which the vote is expressed the sense the House 
entertains of the meritorious and eminent services of the officers, 
and of the exemplary and gallant behaviour of the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates during the v^ar. 

'' It remains for me to assure your Lordship of the satisfaction 
I derive from the opportunity they afforded me of conveying to 
die different branches of the Army so honorable a testimonial 
of the emmenC services rendered by them to His Majesty and 
the nation. I am, &c. 

'' The Right Honorable (Signed) Fbsderick, 

The Lord Chancellor. Commander in Chief." 

** Sir, ** House of Commons, 7th July, 1814. 

*' in the name and by the command of the Commons of Great 
Brituu and Ireland in Parliament assembled, I have the honor 
to lay before your Royal Highness their unanimous thanks to 
the officers of His Mi($esty's Army for the meritorious and 
eminent services which they have rendered to their king and 
country during the course of the war; and also their unanimous 
resolution, highly approving and acknowledging the services of 
the non-commissioned officers and men employed in the Army 
during the course of tlie war ; requesting that the same be com- 
municated to them by the Commander of the several corps, who 
are respectively desired to thank those uuder their command for 
their exemplary and gallant behaviour. 

*^ In transmitting these resolutions to your Royal Highness^ 1 
am further commanded, by the unanimous voice of the House of 
Commons, particularly to express the high sense they entertain 
of your Royal Highoess's long, unremit^pg^ and effectual exer- 
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tinns for the improvement of the British Army : to those exertions, 
of your Royal Highness they feel indebted for that well regu- 
lated and durable system^ ^yhicb has enabled the British 
Army to maintain its victorious career upon the Continent, and 
established the high rank it now holds amongst the great 
military Powers of Europe. I have the honor, &c. 

(Signed) Charles Abbot, Speaker.'^ 
" Field Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of Yorf 

Luna, 11 die Julii, 1814. 
" Sir,. « Horse Guards, 8th July, 1814. 

" I have received your letter, dated yesterday, transmitting the 
unanimous vote of thanks jof the House of Commons to His 
Majesty's Army for the services rendered their King apd 
Country ; and according, to the desires of the House, I shall 
not fail to communicate in the handsome terms in which tbe 
vote is expressed, the sense the House entertain of the meri- 
torious and eminent services of the officers, and the exemplary 
and gallant behaviour of the non-commissioned officers and 
privates during the war. 

" In expressing the pride 1 feel in the opportunity thus afforded 
me of distributing the acknowledgments of the Commons of the 
United Kingdom to the different corps in the Army, I must not 
omit to convey to the House through you, Sir, an assurance of 
the high gratification I have derived from the thanks which you 
have by their command communicated to me personally, for the 
service I have rendered to the country in the command of its 
military force. 

^' I am truly sensible, Sir, of the indulgent view the House takes 
of such services when they attribute the < state of perfection to 
which the army has arrived to the organization which they are 
pleased to consider that 1 have been instrumental in effecting ; 
gratified as I am by so high a testimonial of my individual 
exertions in a cause which has ever been the- anxious object of 
my life, it is incumbent upon me to assure the House that my 
endeavour could scarcely fail of success, when followed by the 
patriotic zeal which characterizes this great country. If under 
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$ucb irirciunstances I may have claim to tbe permanent regula- 
tion of our military system, I am amply recompensed by the 
acknowledgments of tbe House of Commons; and I feel 
happy in the consideration of any fi^cility whicb such endeavours 
oq my part may have given to the Duke of Wellington in the 
execution of the arduous services he has so gloriously achieved,- 
and which have so deservedly ranked his Grace among the first 
•Captains of the age. I am, Sir, 

(Signed) Fr e o £ R i c k, 
. . Commander in Chief." 

The Right Honorable The Speaker." 
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On the 4(h of July, 1815, it was ordered by the Commons 
House of Parliament : 

'' That the Thanks of this House be given to Field Marshal, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of York, Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty's Forces, for his continued, effectual, and un- 
remitting exertion in the discharge of the duties of his high 
atuation, during a period of upwards of twenty years, in 
which, the British Army has attained a state of discipline and 
military science hitherto unknown, and which, under Divine 
Providence, have contributed in a great degree to acquire for this 
empire its present height of military glory among the nations of 
Europe." 

" Sir, " House of*Commons,-4th July, 1815. 

'^ I have again the honor and happiness of conveying to 
jour Royal Highness the Thanks of the House of Com- 
mons for your Royal Highness's long, eminent, and merito- 
rious services in the command and administration of the British 
Army. 

^' The .many splendid triumphs obtained by the British Forces 
which served in tbe Peninsular war, had established their charac- 
ter in the military annals of Europe ; but the late memorable 
and unrivalled victory in Flanders has proved to this House and 
to tbe Country, that the system so ably planned, and so steadily 
and impartially executed, has extended its influence alike 
throughout all branches of the military service under your 
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Royal Highnest's commands And the name of your Royal 
Higbne&s will^ we doubt not, descend to our latest posterity in 
conjunction with that of the great Captain of this age, who has 
employed so victoriously those mighty means which your Royal 
Highness had so wisely framed and placed under his direction. 

I have the honor to be, 8cc. 
" To Field Marsha), (Signed) C. Abbot, Speaker.'' 
Hid Royal Highness the Duke of Y6rk/' 

Jnswer. 

'' Sir, " Horse Guards, 5th July, 1817. 

^' In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 
yesterday, I know not in what terms I can sufficiently express 
the deep sense of gratitude I feeLon finding that my services in 
the command and administration of the British Army have oace. 
more been distinguished by the Thanks of the House of Com- 
mons. 

^^ It is to the natural energy of British soldiers, to that firm 
and persevering bravery which forms so distinguishing a feature 
in our national character,, and to the preoeminent talents of 
that great Officer, the Duke of Wellington, to. whom the 
Gommaiid of our army on the Continent has been entrusted, 
that 1 must exclusively attribute the late brilliaut career of 
his Majesty's arms. 

. '* But it is with peculiar pride (bat 1 learn that the favor of the 
House of Comnions has induced them to ascribe to any effort 
of mine, the smallest share in securing those splendid suc- 
cesses which have at once insured the fCiture tranquillity of 
Europe, and crowned our exertions with unparalleled glory. 
I am Sir, Yours, 

(Signed) Frederick, 

Commander in Chief.'' 
'' The Right Honorable The Speaker." 

In IB 18, on the death of Her Majesty, the Duke of York 
was appointed to the charge of the person of His Royal 
Father. 
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11. FiBLD Marshal, His Royal Highness Edwabd, 
Duke of Kent, K.G. G. C. B. and K.S.P. 

Thb Duke of Kent, fourth son of the King, was born the se-. 
cond of November, 1767. At the age of seventeen he waa 
sent to the Continent to complete his education, and His Rojal 
Highness's first abode was at Luneburg, where he remained 
nearly twelve months. From thence he removed to Hanover, 
and there continued till October, 1787^ in command of the 
Hanoverian Guards, of which corps he was appointed Colonel 
the 30th May^ 1786. I^e next proceeded to Geneva, and 
during the period of his stay there. His Royal Highness was 
appointed, April, 1789, Colonel of the 7tli Foot, or Royal 
Fusileers. In January, 1790, he returned to England. 

After passing only ten days with his family. Prince Edward^ 
ia obedience to the commands of His Majesty, proceeded to 
Gibraltar, where for several months he commanded die 
Queen's Regiment, and until the arrival of the Fusileers as a 
reinforcement to the garrison in the month of August of the 
same year. His Royal Highness remained with his regiment at 
Gibraltar tilljune, 179I9 when he sailed with it for Quebec. 

Whilst in Canada, in October, 1793, Prince Edward was ap- 
pointed to the rank of Major General, and in the month of 
December following, hsrd orders to join the late Earl, then 
General Sir Charles Grey, who was on the point of proceed- 
ing to attack the French West-India Setdements. At the time 
His Royal Highness received the order, all communication by 
water was cut off, the navigation of the St. Laurence had been 
closed, and the ferment created in the minds of the Americans, 
from the captures made by British cruizers of their merchant* 
men, rendered it extremely hazardous for the Prince to at- 
tempt joining Sir Charles by passing through the United States. 

These difficulties, however, were not sufficient to damp the 
ardor of the Prince. Immediately on receiving the order, Ja- 
Doary, 1 794, and before his instructions could be made public. 
His Royal Highness quitted Quebec for the purpose of travel- 
iag through the United States, and embarking at Boston. 
So extremely perilous was the Prince's journey at this season. 
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that in crossing Lake Chaniplain on the ice, two of the 
sledges conveying His Royal Hi^hness's equipage broke in^ and 
were totally lost. Fortunately, soon after his arrival at Boston, 
an English packet^ carrying eight guns and forty men, put in 
there; and in which His Royal Highness instantly sailed for 
the West Indies. In the course of the voyage, the packet was 
more than once chased by privateers, which there was every 
reason to suppose belonged to the enemy. Prince Edward, 
however, reached the. army in safety, and was received by Sir 
Charles in a manner highly flattering to HiS: Royal Highness. 

Prince Edward arrived just at the commencement of the 
siege of Fort Bourbon in the Island of Martinique, aftd out of 
compliment to the gallantry His Royal Highness displayed on 
that occasion, the Lower Fort, called Fort Royal, has been 
subsequently named Fort Edward. 

Fort Bourbon could not have been closely invested without 
attacking and carrying some heights, which were strongly oc* 
cupied by the enemy, commanded by General Bellegarde. 
The attack of these heights was resolved on, and intended to 
be carried into execution, at one o'clock in the morning, and 
with the bayonet only. But the French General having also 
determined to make an attempt on a division of the King's 
troops at nearly the same period, and descending from the 
heights, directed his efforts against the left of the British Army. 
I'he French were received with the greatest courage and stea- 
diness, and General Prescot reinforcing the corps engaged. 
General Bellegarde was compelled to^ retire with considerable 
loss. 

Sir Charles Grey instantly availed himself of the opportunity 
of attacking the enemy's camp, weakened as it was by General 
Bellegarde's detachment ; and, at the head of the flank brigades, 
he stormed the heights with the greatest rapidity and most com- 
plete success, driving the routed enemy into Fort Bourbon. 
The possession of the heights enabled Sir Charles to besiege 
the Fort, and such was the. posture of affairs in the West In- 
dies, at the moment Prince I^dward joined the British Army.. 
' The Prince took tl^e command of the detached camp of La 
Coste above Pqu"^ Pitre, and had under his orders the late 
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General Thomas Dundas. His Royal Highness's gallantry dur- 
ing the siege was the admiration of the British Army ; and at 
the storming of Fort Royaly as well as the attack on the 9th 
of March, his life was frequently exposed to the most imminent 
peril. One of his Aides-de-camp^ Captain, now Lieutenant 
General, Wetherall, was severely wounded, whilst executing 
the orders of his Prince. 

The British Army after the capture of Martinique proceeded 
to St. Lucia, and His Royal Highness was again entrusted 
with the command of the Grenadier Brigade, which, in con* 
junction with the Light Infantry Brigade under General Dun- 
das, formed the storming party, and carried Morne Fortun^e, 
since named Fort Charlotte. The Army next moved to Guade- 
loupe, where the Flank Companies were detached under the 
command of Prince Edward and General Dundas. His 
Royal Highness shortly afterwards, in co-operation with that 
General, succeeded in occupying Morne Marscot and Fleur 
d'Ep6e, which commanded Point i, Pitre. 

The zeal and activity of the Prince during the remainder of 
the campaign, and the readiness with which he shared every 
danger and hardship with the meanest soldier in the army, ac- 
quired him the highest personal esteem of the Commander in 
Chief, and the admiration of every individual serving with the 
British Forces in the West Indies. The services of His 
Royal Highness were honored with the thanks of Parliament ; 
and it may here be observed aa an extraordinary fact, that he is 
the only Member of the Royal Family who has received that 
distinction for actual services performed in the field. 

Upon the reduction of the French West-India Islands, His 
Royal Highness, whose health was considerably impaired. by 
fatipie, and the effects of the climate, in obedience to His 
Majesty's commands, which directed his return to North 
America, embarked for Halifax in the Blanche frigate ; and 
shortly after his arrival, he was appointed Commander of the 
Forces in Nova Scotia and its dependencies. On the 12th 
January, 1796, His Royal Highness was promoted to the. rank 
of Lieutenant General. 

The conduct of Prince Edward during his residence in North 
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America; was such as to obtain him tmiTersal respect and esteem, 
la consequence of a severe injury he received in his left tUgh^ from 
ahorse falling with and rolling upon him, His Royal Highness, in 
compliance with the wishes of his friends, returned to England 
for surgical assistance, where on his arrival he experienced the 
most flattering marks of attention for his conduct abroad. 

In April, 1799> when in his thirty-second year. His Royal 
Highness was called to the House of Peers, (ten years after his 
brodier the Duke of Clarence, who is only two years older than 
himself,) and created Duke of Kent aiid Strathearn in Grreat 
Britain, and Earl of Dublin in Ireland. 

In May following, his health being re-established, the Duke 
at Kent was appointed General and Commander in Chief of 
aU the Forces in British North America, to which country he 
sailed soon after in the Arethusa frigate, and his return was 
greeted by all ranks. 

It should, however, in this place be noticed, that the horses, 
equipage, baggage, and other equipments of the Duke of Kent, 
on leaving England, were embarked on board a transport the 
British Government had expressly destined for that purpose. 
After the Duke had sailed, an embargo was laid on every 
British vessel in the ports of this country, on account of the 
Helder Expedition ; and amongst others upon the transport 
containing His Royal Highness*s equipment. It was not al- 
lowed to sail till October following, when, owing to die tem- 
pestuous weather usual at that season on the coast of North 
America, it was wrecked on Sable Island, and all on board 
perished. 

The loss of this transport was of the utmost magnitude and 
importance to His Royal Highness. It contained his Library, 
Maps, Papers, Cellar, Furniture, Carriages, Horses, and every 
equipment necessary for a Prince and Commander in Chief of 
North America : to complete it. His Royal Highness faad«x- 
pended a very considerable sum of money, expecting to have 
remained for several years in North America ; and altbongh it 
is usual in such cases for die country to reimburse officers. 
His Royal Highness did not obtain any reptuneraiien. 

When the Duke of Kent assMied the supreme conunand in 
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Noitk Anerica) Hu Royal Highness devoted Uniself to the 
duties of diat iaaportant trust. Among many other beneficial 
r^adons which His Royal Highness frttned^ be established a 
dear and unifotm system of conducting the public businesa 
throughout the different departments of that country, in a 
oiaoaer calculated to prevent all irregularity or confiision in 
Bccompts, or any improper expenditure of the public money. 
It is from this judicious system, that the late regulations and 
mode of arrangement in the Commissariat Department of 
Great Britain, have principally emanated. The Duke of 
Kent had with him on his personal staff, several officers of 
great tdeat, and who, from being eye-witnesses to the result of 
his plans, have introduced a similar system here. One of tbe9& 
geotleqien was the late Commissary General Coffin ; another, 
the present Major General Sir J. W. Gordon, Quarter Mastfer 
General, and previously Commissary General. The former 
was Commissary of Accompts in British North America, and 
held that appointment previous to the arrival of the Duke of 
Kent ; the latter was first Aid-de-camp and Military Secretaiy 
to His Royal Highness, for which situations the Duke had 
selected him on account of his industry and great attention to 



His Royal Highness gave the most unremitting attention to- 
the security and welfare of the Province, and to the safety of 
the gankon ; he repaired the fortifications, and added several 
new works where they were required, some of which were en* 
tirely planned by himself, and reflect great credit on his judg« 
ment as an engineer. We say some, from a knowledge that a 
temporary work constructecl on the Citadel Hill at Halifax by 
the late Major Stratton, never me tthe Duke of Kent's appro* 
hation. On account of the importance of the place, the har- 
bour^ and the dock-yard, a permanent citadel of masonry should 
iiave been built in its stead. 

The intense application of the Duke of Kent to the various^ 
duties of his conmiand, so materially injured his health, and he 
suSened such severe and repeated bilious attacks, that in the' 
course of a twelvemonth he was under the necessity of sohcit- 
H permission to pass the ensuing winter in England. . 
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Aiu public teslitKiony of His Royal Highness's c^ndAc^ iti 
Korth America^ the Legislative assembly unammously voted 
five hundred guineas for the purcbsise of a diamond star; to be 
presented to the Duke of K^nt as a mark of their affection smd 
respect for his person and character. 

. The Duke of Kent arrived in England in August^ 1800. On 
the 21 St August, 1801. he was appointed to the Colonelcy of 
the Royal Scots Regiment; and in 1802, Governor of Gibral- 
tar, where he arrived on the 10th May in that year. 
. The disturbances which took place at Gibraltar in the month 
of December following, have invariably been exaggerated, and 
commented upon in different publications. They have thence 
formed a principal event in the life and military career of His 
Royal Highness, and have therefore demanded our particular 
attention. . We have diligently sought for facts from which a 
candid and correct statement might be given on the subject ; 
and what we have to offer must put at rest all doubts, if any 
remain, in the least prejudicial t0 the honorable and illustrious 
character of this distinguished Priiiee. 

I It is necessary to point out the state in which the Diike of 
Kent found the discipline of the troops on his arrivafl at 
Gibraltar ; the steps he judged it necessary to take in order to 
effect a radical change; and the outlines of the system he 
pursued with unwearied perseverance for tb^t purpose. From 
these points, the difficulties the Duke had to combat will be 
seen ; and the most sceptical jnay be convinced that the events 
which must have. occasioned His Royal Highness the most 
poignant uneasiness, arose wholly from the unparalleled opposi- 
tion he met with in the discharge of his duty, and not either 
from want of temper or moderation, or from excess of severity 
OA his part. 

On the day the Duke of Kent landed at Gibraltar, he had an 
immediate opportunity of forming a judgment of the exterior 
appearance of the troops, as they were all assembled in review 
order on the Grand Parade, and afterwards formed aline from 
Ihence to the Lieutenant Governor's Quarters, where the Dake 
at first took up his residence. 
To describe the slovenliness of their appearance, the total want 
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of ttrnformilj in their dress and appointments, the inaccuracj 
of their movements, and the unsteadiness of both officers and 
men,, is beyond the power of any language : nor was their state 
of diflcipliiie more deserving of applause; for the grossest irre- 
guhmties were evident in- tfie conduct of the men off duty, ev^i 
in the public streets, where diey were by scores in a state of th# 
most disgraceful intoxication, and altogether so clothed,^ as to 
have the appearance af almost any thing but soldiers. 

After a lapse of some weeks, the Duke of Kent was com- 
pelled to remark, that scarcely a day had passed without a 
complaint reaching him of some atrocious act having been 
coounitted on the persons and property of the inhabitants ; of 
some mutinous conduct on the part of the soldiers towards 
their non-commissioned officers, or of some flagrant military 
crime, such a» drunkenness on guard, or iaalertnesa of sentries 
on their posts, besides a long catalogue of smaller offences. 
Punishments were in consequence frequent,., but yet the evil 
was not removed. It became then indispensable that some 
other mode should be sought for, since that had proved inef- 
fectual, and prevention obviously appeared to be the only one* to. 
which the Duke could have recourse. 

It being evident that all these crimes proceeded firora the twa 
great sources of mischief, idleness and- drunkenness, Hia. Royal 
Highness directed his whole attention to check these^ by em-* 
ploying the soldiers' time more than had been the case here- 
tofore, and by curtailing the opportunities he had of indulging, 
in liquor to excess. To effect the former, the Duke established 
a roll-call at sun-rise, a dress jparade in the middle of the day,. 
and an undress one at sun-set. He required the presence and 
correct sobriety of every man at the meal hours, and a report 
afiter second evening gun-fire of every man being.in his barracks. 
To attain the latter, die Duke established Regimental Canteens 
under certain regulations; he prohibited non*commissioned 
officers and soldiers ftom frequenting wine-houses, or any other 
place where that or spirituous liquors were sold. He made it 
a rule that the non-conunis^ioned officers of every regiment 
dioold be paraded at second gun-fire, together with the detachr 
fflent for guards the ensiwg day, (which was considered as a 
R.M.eai. I. D 



picqaetj) to ascertain tbeir sobriety. His Royal Higlintss catt» 
celled the licences of all those wine-houses that w^ere in the 
immediate vicinity of barracks, or guard-rooms, and, as far as 
he could, removed those also that Ivere in bye-lanes and out-of- 
the-way places, retaining only such as were in the public Greets, 
and those to whose proprietors they were the sole means of 
existence. 

These measures, together with others which the Duke 
adopted at the same time, such as diminishing the number of 
fatigues which a soldier had previously to perform^ and which al-' 
t^ays led to iitegularity^ dividing the guards into districts, which 
placed them all under the superintendence of Commissioned 
Officers, ob;iriating the necessity of men being away from their 
guards for various duties^ which heretofore had been oustomary, 
(such as fetching water, carrying reports. Sic*) and providing for 
the more regular dismissal of the old guards; and the return of 
die Non-commissioned Officers and men, after being dismissed 
to their barracks, had the eiFect of diminishing the opportunities 
ofcommittmg crimes; and consequently the frequency of pu- 
nishments, which till then had been without end, became lesain 
a proportion beyond all belief. 

The Duke of Kent also instituted regular periods fcMr drill 
liiid exercise, provided for the regiments being off duty in sue- 
cession^ so that Commanding Officers might see their men to«» 
gether once every week ; and enforced the system of ntarchy 
manoeuvre, and exercise, laid down by His Majesty's re- 
gulations, to etfect a general uniformity throughout the wholes 

The result of the Duke of Kent^s labors was such, that the 
garrison was remarked by every military man of judgment and 
experience who had occasion to see it, as a pattern for good 
order, regularity, sobriety, and every other pomt- which ccm* 
stitutes a system of good discipline ; such as ought alwaya to be 
kept up wherever a large body of troops is assembled together : 
besides which, the troops were in a state of health never before 
experienced at Gibraltar. 

Unfortunately, however, the suppression of a principal p«rt 
of die wine-houses, although by iHmt measure he very nrnteriBlly 
Creased hit own revenne as Governor; had created tbe ]>ake 
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of Kent codliies among tbe diaaffected : and who per Iuip9 should 
have boen removed altogether from the garrison. These 
persons were encooraged in expressing their dissatisfaction by 
some officers, who, preferring a laxity of discipline, manifested 
a disposition, (highly criminal towards a Commander in Chief,) 
to act contrary to the general orders of the Duke, and in con- 
sequence a mutiny took place on the 24th December 1802. It 
was immediately quelled by His Royal Highness, and the 
garrison restored to the most perfect order. A pique between 
the 25th Regiment and the Royal Scots, (occasioned by the 
former corps not having assisted the mutineers on the 24th,) 
produced a tumult on the 26th ; but this was speedily termi- 
Dated by the good conduct of the officers of the 25th 
Regiment. 

The mutiny itself was but the affair of a moment — its con- 
sequences as touching the general discipline of the ganispn 
were indeed felt for a short time after, but not a trace of it was 
visible after ten days. From what has been observed, it will be 
seen, that it solely originated from the conduct of some. officers. 
Had tbe Duke of Kent met virith the cordial support of all the 
officers, and not been thwarted by opposition on the part of 
some^ iadifference on that of odiers, and by a repetition of the 
most culpable conversation at the different messes, as well as on 
other occasions by officers, in tbe presence of the non-com- 
missioned officers and men, the disturbance would never have 
happened. 

Excepting the cause already stated, it would be imprudent 
to haxard an opinion of the occasion of such conduct on the 
part of atprjr officers. The Duke of Kent never used a rough 
expression to an officer, or refused one an indulgence which it 
was in bis power with propriety to grant. To please all, is a 
task of difficulty, not to say impossibility ; but as the general 
oideiB were the ground of objection by the disaffected, we shall 
heie record tbe opinion of a veteran soldier, and one of the best 
officers tbe British Army ever possessed. The late General 
Fawcett observed, that '' no officer in Gibraltar or any other 
gurifoii, vfho makes the exact and regukr performance of all 
tbe duties incident to that situation, the primary object oi his 
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ftttebtiooy which he certainly ought to do^ c$in set up any just 
^d well-founded objections against it. The pains liia^ the 
Duke of Kent must unavoidably have taken in composing so 
useful and complete a work, does him infinite honor. It was 
moreover riiucb walnted, ais garfisou duty^ for want of a more 
general practice of it in oiir service, is but i^ery imperfectly un* 
derstood or attended to amongst us. The Duke of Kent's 
most meritorious labours therefore, for the benefit and instruct 
tion of the army at large, in thb important branch of His Ma^ 
jesty's service, call for its most grateful and sintere acknow- 
tedgments**^ 

Misrepresentations of the disturbances and of the general 
orders of the Duke of Kent, were sent to this country, and His 
Royal Highness was recalled, on the ground that ** it was d^e-^ 
sirable the different departments of government at home should 
have the advantage of some personal communication upon the 
recent events at Gibraltar.'^ 

It must now be evident to the mo^t fastidious, that the conf-» 
duct of the Duke of Kent, whilst Governor of Gibraltar, was: 
judicious and correct ; that his views were directed to the be^- 
nefit of His Majesty's service, that the shameful condition in 
which the garrison of Gibraltar was found by His Royal 
Highness, rendered the adoption of such regulations as he 
framed, a point of vital importance to its security and preser- 
vation, to the welfare of the itihabitants and the soldiers, as well 
as to t)ie proper and necessary discipline of the latter. 

On the 5th September, 1805, His Royal Highness wa^ pro- 
moted to the rank of Field Marshal. He has always shewn att 
anxious disposition to be actively employed, but has not had 
any command since the latter period. 

The recall of the Duke of Kent, at a time when the Duke 
of York held the office of Commander in Chief, occasioned a 
Very prevailing opinion, that a ditoffection existed between them. 
We are not prepared to state that differences have not arisen 
between these two illustrious brothers on professional points ; 
but there are sufficient grounds to assert, that for many years 
they have, to the mutual satisfaction of th^ real friends, lived 
on the most cordial terms* 
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Shordy after the period when charges were exhibited agapst 
Ifae Duke of York, it having appeared,, that an officer,^ ^ho had 
formerlj held the situation of Private Secretary to the Duke QJT 
Kent, had some acquaintance with the principal female per* 
fornier in that business, a report was industriously circulated, 
that the Duke of Kent was concerned in the. conspiracy against 
his brother, and supported his accusers. Although such dis* 
graceful and ridiculous stories only merited contempt, the 
Duke of Kent immediately Jient for Lord Harrington, and the 
following statement was laid before the public. 

Questions put to Captain Dodd, by His Royal Highness^ the 
Duke of Keui : and his Answers thereto. 

Q,GthJuly, 1809. 

Qoestion. Have I direcdy or indirectly sanctioned, advised, 
or encouraged any attacks upon the Duke of York, to your 
Icnowledge i 

Answer. Never. T. Dodd. 

Question* Havd I had to your knowledge any acquaintance 
or communication with Colonel Wardle, or any of the persons 
concerned in bringing forward the investigation respecting the 
Duke of York's conduct, which took place in Parliament, last 
winter, either directly or indirectly i 

Answer. I feel confident that your Royal Highness has no 
such knowledge or acquaintance. T. Dood. 

Question. Have I, to your knowledge, ever had any ac- 
qaaintanee with, or knowledge of Mrs. Clarke, or any commu- 
nicatioii vfisk her, direct or indirect, upon the subject above 
wned, or any other i 

Ansvver* I am confident your Royal Highness never bad. 

T. Dodd. 

Qttestion. Have I ever expressed to you any sentiment 
which could indace you to believe that I approved of what was 
l^ught forward in Parliament, against die Duke of York; or 
of any proceeding that would tend to his obloquy or disgrace f 

Answar. Never ! Ihave heard your Royal Highness lament 
the biuriness vi^A voce, and you made the same communication 
to me in writing. T. Dodd. 
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Que8ti6ii, Hate joa ever to your recollection expressed 
yoursetf either by word or in writing, either to Colonel Wardle, 
or Mrsr Clarke, or to any other person connected with the 
investigation of the Duke of York's conduct, in any way that 
eould give them reason to suppose that I approved of Aq 
measure, or would countenance those concerned in bringing it 
forward f 

Answer. Never; but I have on the contrary expressed 
myself, that jour Royal Highness would have a very different 
feeling. T. Dddd. 

Question. What were my expressions on the subject of the 
Pamphlets which appeared, passing censure on the conduct of 
the Duke of York, and others of my family, and holding up 
my character to praise ; and what have been the sentiments 
which I have uniformly expressed on similar publications, 
whether is die newspapers or elsewhere? 

Answer. I have, invariably heard your Royal Highness regret 
that any person should attempt to do justice to your own char 
racter, at the expense of that of the Duke of York, or of any 
other member of your family. T. Dodd. 

Question. During the ten years you liave been my Private 
Secretary, when in the most confidential moments I have given 
veot to my wounded feelings, on professional subjects^ did you 
ev^ hea^ me express myself immically to the Duke of York, or 
that I entertaiMa4» expectation of raising myself, by lis H\l > 

Answer. Keverl on the contrary, I have frequently heard 
your Royal Highness express yourself very differentiy. 

T. Dodff. 

The above questions, written in Colonel Vesey's hand, were 
all dictated by me, Edward, in presence of Lord Harrington. 

(Signed) Harrington. J. A. Ves^y. 

Having traced the military career of the Duke of Kent, it 
no^ becomes <m duty to give aome accouht of hb Soyd 
H^Miess's domestic chaiieier add habits; to pomt xmt die 
great advantage he has conferred on lUa tonntiy by Us large 
and benevolent viewai and by bis indefiitigaUe ^lertiona tb 
amend the condition of the poorer ckftsea. 
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InJiUi person His Royal Highness is tall, handsome; and 
extremely veil made. The profile of his countenance, which 
oiore resembles that of his august father, than any other member 
of hia family, announces great penetration ; he has derived all 
the. Advantages to be expected from travelling ; his manners and 
dispotttioa are affable; his address uncommonly easy; his 
underatanding strong; and his speech remarkably correct and 
i;leac. In his babiU the Duke of Kent is an extraordinary 
example of regul^ty and temperance. Since he entered upon 
his military life, at eighteen years of age, he has invariably risen 
before day4ight, both in summer and winter. He inspects the- 
accounts of his household daily, and in his mode of living is 
extremely ahatemious, never exceeding a glass of wine at dinner^ 
althongb .he frequently sees company. To every species of 
gaming,. bis Roy 9! Highness is an open and avowed enemy, 
and the principal amusement of which he partakes is music* 
To . those who merit his confidence or protection, he is ever a 
most firm and steady friend ; be omits no opportunity in his 
power of serving them ; and such is his strict integrity^ that no 
consideration was ever known to induce His Royal Highness 
to swerve in the least degree from a promise he had once given* 
P^aps this is one of the highest traits in the character of a 
Prince that can be advanced ; and while it reflects lustre and 
hopor oa the Duke, it at the same time prevents those miseries 
and bittev disappointments which eo frequently arite from the 
violation of promises liberally and thoughtlessly bestowed by 
those in exalted sti^tions. 

Lk hb lamily, the Duke of Kent is a most kind and indulgent 
master, firee from caprice or passion ; a proof of which u the 
attachment of his suite, some of whom have attended him from 
his first outset in life, and most of them h^ve been known to 
His Royal Highness for years. 

To the poor ^he is a liberal benefactor, and even under hb 
pr^gent embarrassments, which have not been occasioned by 
mpiovideiice on his pai!t, the Duke of Kent constantly devotes 
alaiger portion of his inconie^ than his friends conceive pru* 
dent to himself,, towards the relief of private indigence and 
diitiass* Of His Roy^. Highness's charitable exertions, few 
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can be ignorant. There are no less than fiftjhthree 'pdblic 
charities, promoted by the iromecUate patronise, or asskted by 
the able counsel^ clear and impressive judgment, and generous 
contributions of His Royal Highness ! It is not the peraonal 
beneficence of His Royal Highness that is alone to be consi- 
dered, but the influence his conduct must be expected to bave 
vrith those who have the power to ameliorate the condition of 
their fellow-creatiires ; and no individual of exalted r^nk has set 
a higher example of public virtue, or used more actively, con- 
stantly and t)eneficially, his endeavours in behalf of institutions 
of benevolence, for the protection, the education, and the 
Irelief of the poor, and for every sort of charitable societies. 

In 1816, during the absence of the Duke of Kent from this 
country, a ^meeting was held, in the metropolis, and a resolu- 
tion passed that Ae natal day of so illustrious a Prince should 
itntiually be commemorated. The following address was Made 
to His Royal Highness: 

« Sir, 

'^ We the assembled Members of various benevolent institu- 
tions, honored with the patronage of your Royal Higbaess^ 
being desirous of publicly marking our attachment to yoiur 
person, and our just appreciation of your virtues and talents, 
beg permission to tender you the sincere tribute of our respect 
andt affection. We are induced by every social and moral prin- 
ciple io pay peculiar honor to a dynasty distinguished like that 
of your illustrious family, for its paternal protection of every 
interest of knowledge and humanity. What then must we not 
owe to your Royal Highness, for the conspicuous part you 
bave taken in the benign spirit of the House of Brunswick, by 
your unwearied and powerful exertions^ to render effective 
those measures, which constitute the glory of Great Britain, 
and which embracing every class of society at home, providing 
for the impoverished, relieving the diseased, and instructing the 
ignorant^ aim at extending their blessings over the whole earth f 
We are satisfied, that in offering to your Royal Highness the 
gratitude of bur hearts, we are also speaking in the name of our 
country : and we arc proud of an opportunity of. expressing in 
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the langitAg^ of trHlU, sentimetito WhkB are re^edbbed aofioi^ 
TtU ranks of the Britifsk' Eihpire/^ 

On the second of 'November in that year, the firsi meeting 
took place ; aiid ' the dintingaish^d company that assembled to 
-express their gratitude atid esteem, Mras the proudest' testimony 
that could be offered to a Prince. It was remarkable for 
indiM&ig all parties in politics, and persuasions in religion, 
attracted by the general principle of henevolence, to testify its 
cespectand r^ard to the Dnke of Kent^ who by his eminent 
endcBTDurs to banish ignorance, and relieye distress, bad entitled 
himself to that testimony. Among the many gratifyiiig expres- 
sions oi public opinion^ made on this occasion^ by the illustrious, 
honorable^ and literilry characters present, we must confine 
oiovdves to record the following, which was received by the 
assembly with the most enthusiastic applause, ** May every 
Royal Duke in Europe qualify himself to the same truly noble 
return, as Hih Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, from the 
great body of his fellow-subjects J^ 

However grateful to His Royal Highness these demonstra* 
tions of public attachment, gratitude and admiration of his 
conduct cannot fail to be considered, the feeliug of his own 
breast must be to him a reward superior to all human praise or 
earthly^ glory. The Duke of Kent seeks to do good by stealth, 
not to acquire from it popularity ; and a striking instance of his 
nund in this respect, which occurred among others, during his 
residence at Gibraltar, we shall relate. A soldier had a boat, 
in which, when off duty, he employed himself in fishing. One 
night, when at sea with his eldest boy, behihd the rock, k 
Levant pie came on, and they returned no more. His widow 
was nearly lying in, and took ' to her bed broken-hearted. 
Being much pitied, a subscription was made for her : and the 
jtfaisd night after her loss, she was sitting at the window crying 
over her children, when a gentleman came in, and enquired 
aCter' her misfortunes. He took the children on bis knee and 
kissed Ihem; said he would befriend her, if she continued to 
behave well, and, puttmg twelve gold cobs (dollars) into her 
hxoA, departed. The next d^y he called again, and repeated 
caU\8everal succeedbg days. He senther a doctor, who 
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brouglit ber to bed ; and •very tbiog her ^tate i^quise^ ihe 
was furDisbed witb by the same gendeman. She did aot luaom 
it was the Prince till a month iBw, when, to make uae of her 
own words, she ' knew him at a review^ybr aii his r^^mentab;' 
and when he next called, her eldest boy was nfraid, and men^ 
tioned who he was. From this time he never again catted, biU 
sent the widow money by the doctor, and she now enjoj^ mi 
annual allowance from His Royal Highness. 

The Duke of Kent takes very little share in . politics : he* 
does not attach himsdif to any particular party or political ioler- 
ests; and from the followmg emphatic ammnciation by Hir 
Royal Highness, of Us successor to the chair at the Annivenpry 
of die festival of St Patrick m 1817, it will be observed dwt 
he never allows a feeling of party to show itself at any of ifae 
numerous public meetings over which he prendes. - 

* My politics,' said the Royal Duke, * are no secret, nor 
am I ashamed to avow them. With some experience in thn 
function which I am now executing, (the Duke of Kent prey 
sided at 72 Charity Meetings in the course of 1816) I am not 
at a loss for witnesses to refer to-^whether in this, or in any 
other charity meeting, 1 ever introduced a ungle sentence of a 
poUucal tendency. You perceive oneach side ofme Noble^ 
.men who differ in. their politics, but hen unite in cordial haiw 
mony. The comfort which I feisl is beyond my powers of 
^Kpression, at this moment, in congratulating you upon the 
total banishment from these meetmgs of all political prejudice 
and party feeling. True Charity is of no particular party, but 
'is die cause of all parties. I am to announce to you as. my 
successor . in this chair for your next festival the name, and to 
.gke the health of, a Noble Per^n, I«ord Castlbreagh, 
with whose politics I have the misfortune to differ on some 
points ; but to whose signal mimificence and variously proved 
kindness to this Charity I bear most ardent testimony. Mj 
.advice is, that the example of this day niay be die model for 
.inture celebrations-'-diat .the successive Presidents may be 
alternately selected from die two sides of politic»-«-and mj 
earnest hope is, that each party will make it Aeir practice to 
attend the pvesidencjr of their political oppenen^N-Hfo that liber-^ 
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« 

altty iiMiy beeotne the standing fashion of these festivals ; and 
that the generosity of politicians to the charity may be exceeded 
odI^ by their generosity to each othen This is the only rivalry 
which I recommend ; and it is what I shall assuredly support 
and enforce, both by precept and example^ at my return to my 
country^ The rapture with which you receive my sentiments— 
(The Royal Duke was frequently interrupted by the acclama- 
tions of the company) is very dear to me ; but that sensation is 
infinitely heightened by my conviction that it is an auspicious 
omeii for this Charity.' 

On the 29th of May 1818, His Royal Highness was united, 
at Coburg, to Her Serene Highness Victoria Mary Louisa, 
youngest daughter ^f his late Serene Highness Francis Frederic 
Anthony, reigning Duke of Saxe Cobuig Saalfeld; which 
marriage was again solemnized at Kew, on the 11th of July 
following. 

As a sketch of Her Royal Highness may not be uninteresting, 
we shall observe, that she was bom at Coburg the 17th August 
1786, and brought up under the eye of her mother, conjointly 
with her brother Prince Leopold,, until she attained the age of 
nxteen ; when, in compliance with the entreaty of her father, 
to whom she was most tenderly attached, and who feeliiq^ his 
end approaching, wished to see his only remaining unmarried 
daughter settled, prior to his demise, she married the then 
Hereditary Prince of Leiningen, who was twenty-eight years 
oldar than her, and, in no one respect, either of person, 
manners, qualifications, or habits, suited to her ; being entirely 
wrapped up in the amusements of the chase, to which he devo- 
ted his whole time, and pctssessing one of the most violent and 
irritable tempers imaginable. Notwithstanding this, she fulfilled 
her duties to him in so exemplary a manner from that time up 
to die period of his demise in 1814, that the breath. of slander 
was never raised against her. By the late Prince of Leiningen 
she bud two children, now living, and under her guardianship, a 
son, Prince Charles, horn in September 1804, and a daughter^ 
Princess Feodore, in December 1807. The same respectable 
conduct which marked her quiet and retired life during the 
twelve years she was married to the Prince of L^ningen, 
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was equally maintamed after his decease ; and when^ in April 
1818, it became the ^ish of the country that the Duke of Keat 
should marry, she was pointed out as in every respect the 
most suitable match for him. 

The union is likely to prove a most fortunate one, from the 
similarity of their Royal Highnesses' habits, which are most 
simple and unostentatious, and from the peculiar gentleness of 
the Duchess's character, and the unaffectedness of b^r manners, 
which strike every one who has the good fortune of approaching 
her. To this it may be added, that the Duchess appertains to a 
iamily remarkable for the union and harmony subsisting through 
all the branches of it, and which consists as follows : — of the 
Dowager Duchess, who was a Princess of the House of Reuss, 
and who is a most exemplary mother, as well as a very sensible 
woman ; of the reigning Duke, who married, about eighteen 
months since, the only daughter of the Duke of Saxe Gotha ; 
of Prince Ferdinand, the second brpther, a distinguished Gene- 
tal in the Austrian service, who married, about the same time, 
the beautiful Hungarian heiress Princess Coharry ; of the third 
brother, Prince Leopold; of Princess Sophia, the eldest 
daughter, married to Count Mensdorff, another most distin- 
guished General in the Austrian service ; of Princess Antoi- 
nette, the second daughter, married to Duke Alexander of 
Wirtemburg ; and lastly of Princess Julia, the third daughter, 
married to the Grand Duke Constantine of Russia, from whom 
she has been separated by mutual accord for several years, but 
without the slightest reflection on her character ;-^the whole 
forming an ensemble of a femily lib less remarkable for their 
amiable manneris than for their good looks. 

In the debates that took placed both Houses of Parliament, 
in May 1818, on the subject of increasuig the Royal Establish- 
ment, the virtuous struggle His Royal Highness is making to 
emancipate himself from those pecuniary embarrassments, the 
origin of which has already been shown, met with that public 
encomium it so highly demanded. On that occasion ample 
justice was done to His Royal Highness's character and services, 
and his great privations and looses were first make known U> the 
public. 
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In 1819 the frienda of the Duke of Kent endelivoured ta 
obtain the sanction of Government for die sale of His RojPal 
Highness' private estate at Ealing. This however not being 
granted^ a Committee of gentlemen who have been entrusted with 
the entire management of his affairs during the last four years, 
submitted to the public a detailed statement of His Royal 
Highness* case, from which a summary of his pecuniary pri* 
vatious, public losses, and consequent debts, will now be given. 
During the period His Royal Highness was in Germany be was 
lodged in one of His Majesty's palaces, and his table and equi* 
page were furnished from His Majesty's Hanoverian establish* 
ment ; 6vt the ofily pecuniary allowance he had was \000l, 
pet annum, of which his Governor Jiad the sole disposa/, ex- 
cepting of the sniall sum of a guinea and a half per week, which 
was allowed him for pocket-money. While at Geneva, the 
same conduct Was observed towards His Royal Highness, with 
rei^pect to pecuniary matters, as during his residence in the 
Hanoverian dominions; his pocket allowance not being in tbe 
least degree increased during the whole of that time, althoogh, 
before leaving Geneva, His Royal Highness had completed his 
twenty-second year. The consequence of this was, that, frony 
not having any of those indulgences allowed him which other 
young Englishmen of his own age, with whom he was in the 
habit of living, enjoyed, and who were the sons of private gen- 
tlemen, the Duke incurred debts by borrowing money to 
procure them. 

On proceeding to Gibraltar in 1790 the Duke of Kent wav; 
obliged to provide his Jirst outfit for housekeeping at an enor- 
mous extra expense. His Royal Highness not being before 
possessed of a single article of any sort or kind necessary for 
the purpose. For this his first outfit no allowance whatever 
was ever made him, nor indeed was it until the month of May 
1791^ when tbe Duke was ordered to Canada, that His Royal 
Highness knew what his annual allowance was to be, which he 
then found was only 5000L per annum, viz. 1000/. a year less 
thtn his Go^^emor received to keep his establishment when at 
Geneva. Thus at the time of his leaving Gibraltar for Canada, 
in addition to the d^bts he had incurred between 1785 and 1790 
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from the causes before explmned^ a fresh ooe had accrued/ 
arising from the heavy expense of his first outfit^ and from die 
cBcess of Ins expendUare^ wide at Gibraltar^ above the income 
allowed himj and which be had conceived could not be lets tbaa 
the one allotted for his use when at Geneva* 

To meet the most pressing part c( the debts due at Gib- 
raltar, the Duke of Kent upon embarking for Canada sold 
off every thing he had there, and of course, on arriving at 
Quebec, had all to ^ provide anew. This was again done at a 
very heavy expense, as he was obliged to procure every tbiDg 
upon credit, no allowance having been nUuk him for tkU second 
outfit any more than for the first ; and thus in December 179Sy 
vfhien His Royal Highness was ordered to the West Indies to 
join the army under the late Lord Grey, his debts were further 
augmented by the amount of the Canada outfit, and the loss 
sustained by his being obliged to sell off again upon leaving 
Quebec to meet the more urgent demands of his equipment for 
the West Indies, for which his Tamo outfit no allomance was 
made him, any more than for the two former. 

In travelling to the West Indies with his suite, throiq^h the 
United States of America, a very considerable fresh expense 
was of course incurred, as also frond His Royal Highness being 
obliged to keep a table for himself and staff when in the West 
Indies, where every thing is well known to be at an enormous 
advance of price ; so that the debts kept constantly increasing 
without its being in the Duke's power, from the smallness of 
bis income, to prevent it. 

At the close of the campaign of 1794, the Duke of Kent, 
pursuant to His Majesty's commands, returned to North Ame- 
rica, where he was placed on the staff, and of course obliged 
to incur the expense of a fourth ou^t, for which he never 
recl^ived reimbursement any more than for the preceding 
THRBE* From that time, as already shewn. His Royal High- 
ness served at Halifax until October 1798, first as Major 
General to 1796, and then as Lieutenant General the rest of 
the time; during the whole of which period, except the amount 
of staff pay allowed respectively to the rank of Major General 
and lieutenant General, (there bduig at that tim^ no allowance 
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br Wt.atid* fon^e-BiQney to the troops in Nordi America^ a» 
baa Aoce been granted,) be never enjoyed any aUovrance but the 
6000/. as fixed for him in 1790^ (and out of which he wa» 
obliged to pay annually 1000/. the amount of interest on faia 
debts, and of course he was unavoidably compelled year after 
year to exceed his income to a considerable extent. 

Thus . ia October 1798, when the Duke of Kent was com* 
Jyelled to leave Balifax, and return to England, besides the old 
debt of 1 790 there was a much larger one contracted from the 
various causes above explained. 

But, in addition to those heavy expenses to which the Duke 
of Kent wa0 exposed when employed on foreign service, he 
suffered a most serious privation in being kept as before stated 
until 1799> when he was thirty-two years of age, out of that 
Parliamentary income which his two elder brothers, the Dukes 
of York and Clarence had successively got, the one at twenty* 
one years of age, the other at twenty-four, and which was 
granted to the Duke of Cumberland, his younger brother by 
four years, on the same day with himself; while it is clear that 
the very ciroumstance of his having been employed on foreign 
service from January 1790 to November 179B, without inter- 
rapdon, successively at Gibraltar, in Canada, the West Indies, 
and Nova Scotia, was the cause of this serious injury to him, 
as he y^zs thereby precluded from personally urging his claim 
widi the Minister, to obtain his Parliamentary establishment at 
that time of life when he was unquestionably entitled thereto* 

About a month after the Duke got his Parliamentary esta- 
blishment, via. in May 1799? he was promoted to the rank of 
General, anjd appointed Commander in Chief in North Ame- 
rica. In consequence. His Koyal Highness ordered his equip- 
ment upon a scale commensurate with that rank, and the re* 
speciability of the situation. Having lost no time in getting 
leady, he proceeded to North America in the month of July 
followmg, with, the expectation of remaining there some ye^rs, 
and,. after clearing off the expense of this fresh equipment (^r 
whic|iy however, be oidy received an allowance of ^,000/. finom 
Qovemraent), qf being able gfadnally to liquidate all the debts 
he hadinciffred from his four former ones b^re he returned 
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hpme. Unfortunately however^ as already explained^, 

port was wrecked as it came upon the coast of North America^ 

and totally lost. 

In 1800 the Duke's losses came, in course of some little time^* 
under the consideration of Mr. Pitt ; and a very s&ort time' 
before His Majesty's unfortunate malady, which took place iff 
February 1 800, at an interview the Duke had with Mr. Pitt in 
Downing Street^ through the intervention of Lord Rosslyn, 
His Royal Highness received the fullest assurance, not only that 
his losses would be completely made good to him, but also that 
due retrospect should be had to the circumstance of his having 
received bis Parliamentary establishment so much later in life 
than any of his brothers, and that if he were not completely 
placed on a footing of equality in that respect with the Duke 
of Clarence (the justice of which Mr. Pitt admitted), and 
which would have given him an arrear of eight years, he should 
at least be placed upon the same as the Duke of Cumberland^ 
which insured, him an arrear of four. 

Upon His Majesty's recovery the administration changed, 
and the moment not appearing favourable to urge liis ^ aiuit^ his 
claims were suffered to lie dormant until the next year, when, 
upon bis appointment to the Government of Gibraltar in March 
1802, he confined himself to memorializing the Treasury for 
remuneration for his losses only, upon which, however^ all he 
ever obtained, with the exception of 2fiO0L which was granted 
several years after, was the sum of 2,0002. paid in 1803 or 4 : 
both of which certainly do not, in point, of fact, cover even an 
eighth part of the actual loss to His Royal Highness, exclusive 
of the interest he was then and is still paying in part to this 
time (1819) for the debts incurred by that outfit, nof one particle 
of which he was ever denoted by. 

Having gone to Gibraltar.in May 1802, the Duke of . Kent, 
in consequence of various communications he had prior to Us 
departure with Lord Sidmouth, then at the head of His Ma- 
jesty's Councils, (and which, it is presumed^ his Lord^ip cannot 
possibly iia\ • forgotten,) proceeded, as we have shown^ to put a 
stop to those, sources of drunkenness in the garrison^ xAach^ 
£rom its ^ first establishment, had also baen the source of the 
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greatest purmf the civil etnolameiits of the Governor'^ siidntion ; 
waAAom the reduotian in the number of wine-hoiises, and the, 
checks orpon the heretofore uncontrolled liberty the soldiers bad 
of drinking in these^ it is a matter of notoriety that when hi^^ 
preilfeessor had received some years froaa 10^000/. to QOyOQOL 
per anoHm in fees, the Duke of Kent did not nett a shlh part 
of that sum.. Yet, relying on the full assuratice he had received, 
that fce should' net be a loBer by the sacrifice he made for the 
good of the service, he never complained. 

At the period of the Duke's return from Gibraltar, iiz. irf 
May, I8OS9 the allowance to the OfSeer resident in t(ie com- 
mand of the garrison of Gibraltar, in place of ihe fees, (which 
nirere ordered to be taken from the Governor, and carried to the^ 
credit of the revenue of the garrison,) was fixed at SpOOL per 
iwamn ; but he consideration was had either of the Duke of 
Kent's loss during the year he held the command, when the fee$ 
were so reduced^ nor has it to this hour, although that allow-^ 
ance to the Lieutenant-Governor was established ai9 being the 
average moiety of these fees, which Were taken at 7,000/. pe'r 
amrata, and though during the absence of the Governor, the 
oAer moiety- is unquestionably his right. 

Upon t^e return of Mr. Pitt to office in 1804, the Duke of 
Kent again took occasion to renew his claims, and received the 
most iifujualifled assurance from him that he would fulfil all th^ 
expectations he had held out to His Royal Highness in 1800; 
' but Mr. Pitt observed, that much important public business 
most be got over, afnd that probably the Duke's concerns could 
not be thought of until after the close of the session. Under 
this astarance the Duke of Kent was'enabled to satisfy all hi^ 
cieditDis^; but tbe whole session of 1804, and a great part of 
the subsequent one of 1805, having passed without the ful« 
filflKflt of Mr. Pitt's promise, the Duke, of Kent being very 
ktibngly preissed by the old originar creditors, whose bonds had 
beo6iae»dlie early in that year, obtained another interview with 
Mr. Pittin July, when he intimated the intention of His Ma- 
jesty to gnnit 120,000/. froiti ' the Droits of the Admiralty to 
ptck of his younger sons immediately, wbicht he said he boped 
Would prove a matter of temporary accommodation to the Duke 
R. M. Cal. I. E 
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of Kent; but he then positively declared, thai ii wa$ not in lie 

least to affect the consideration of his peculiar and distinct claims 
for his losses, or a compensation for the injury he had Sustained 
through the delay he had experienced in receiving his Parha- 
mentary establishment, observing thai the grant from the Uroiis 
of the Admiralty would be a spontaneous present from tlie King 
to all his younger sons alike. 

Shortly after this the Duke of Kent> in behalf of all the 
younger brothers of the Royal family (except the Duke of 
York)^ undertook to represent their situation to Mr. Pkt, and 
the total inadequacy of a Parliamentary allowance of 1 2,000/. 
peraonum, to keep up the £g[)pearance expected of them at the 
time when that sum was originally granted, owing to the great 
depreciation of currency, and the enormous rise in every article 
of expenditure. In consequence of this, the Duke had ;several 
successive interviews with Mr. Pitt in Downing Street, in 
August, 1805, and it was settled at the last, that the Duke of 
Kent was authorised by Mr. Pitt to inform all his brothers, 
that theif Parliamentary income would, at the opening of the 
next session, be raised to i8,000/» a year, clear of all deduction 
whatsoever ; that it would be left optional with those of the 
Hoyal Dukes who had apartments in St. James's Palace, to con- 
tinue to have their tables as before supplied by the Board of 
Green Cloth from the Royal kitchen there, or to receive in 
common with those who were not resident at St. James's, an 
allowance of 5,000/. to each in lieu thereof; while, to all re- 
fiding in any of the Royal Palaces, the allowance of fuel and 
lights was to be continued. At the same time Mr. Pitt agaia 
repeated his promise, that the individual claim of the Duke of 
Kent, as before expressed, should be considered as being exelu^ 
^ive of the general arrangements, observing that he was fully 
aware of the hardship of His Royal Highness's situation, and 
the difficulties that pressed upon him (from the debts which he 
bad been compelled to incur between the years 1790 and 1709, 
S^rfaim the Duke's income was so inadequate to his necessary 
expenditure, and the enormous interest he was paying upon 
them), and fully admittipg the justice of assisting him to get 
over them. 
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Upon receivihg tliis unqualified assurance from Mr. Piit, no 
time was lost by the Duke of Kent in assuring* his creditors^ 
that die day of payment was at band^ and that he had no doubt 
but that in die year 1806 all their demands would be^ if not 
wbcdiy discharged, at least greatly reduced. But Mr. Pht's 
death pvrt a stop to all these expectations ; for when Lord Gren- 
fiDe afterwards proposed to augment the incomes of all tlie 
younger brdtliers to 18,000/. they were not exempted from the' 
Incoaie Tax, which reduced them to 16,200/. fio consideration 
tMi had in regard to the allowance of Table Mone^ that had 
been particularly promised by Mr, Pitt, end every allowance 
<ffnel and lights from the Lord Steward's department, the con-- 
iinuaiicu of which had been particularly stipulated, was taken 
0f, dius creating in the promise given by Mr. Pitt, and the 
arrangem«$^ carried into effect by Lord Gremoille, a difference 
to the iiyuiy of the younger Brothers of 6^800/. a year, besideg 
the loss of die advantage of th^ free supply of fuel and lights, 
which may at die lowest rate be estimated at 12,000/. per 
amraoL. ' ^ 

Pmiii tliese several causes it was impossible for the Duke of 
Kent to fulfil those engagements to his creditors which he had' 
«Btered into,' ttpon the faith of Mr, Pitt's promised arrange^ 
mentt and in 1807 he felt himself compelled to conie to the fol- 
lowing arrangement, viz. to put all his debts into the hands of 
Trastees, and to give up the half of his income towards theit 
liquidatioBi under a calculation that a period of ten years would 
dear off the whole, capital and interest ; but 5' per cent, for 
the interest of the capital that remained unpaid, at the expir- 
ation of each year, and a large annual sum for an insurance on 
the Duke's life, as a security to his creditors, if he should die 
before the capital was discharged, being necessarily taken out 
of the sum given up for the liquidation of the capital, before 
any part was appropriated to that ; and the whole arrangement 
bdag unfortunately entrusted to a solicitor who conducted him* 
Klf (as was in the sequel proved) most nefariously in the busi- 
iiess, after a lapse of six years the reduction made, notwith- 
standing the sacrifice of 60,000/. on the Duke's part> was i^ no 
way commensurate ^ith the expectation held out ; while at the 
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same time, owing to the continued increase of ever; aitiele of 
expense, and nothwithatanding a very great reduction labi^ea- 
tabliabmeiit^ a €(>nsiderable fresh debt was unavoidablj incurred 
tkrougb the annual excess of kis expenditure above his income. 

In addition to these viuions disappointmebts, the Dake of 
Kent (in consequence of a Treasttiy minute made in ]807» 
whkh limited the future supplies of arlicles from the Lord 
Chamberlaiu's department to the younger bruichea o£ the 
Royal Family^ residing in the Royal Palaces, to fixturestooiy) 
{Tustained a peculiar hardship^ as that has been the occaaibn of 
adding to his debt a sum of above QfOOOl. more for farmture, 
supplied for that part of his apartments at Kensington Palaoe for 
which none had ever been before provided, in consequence of the 
Office of Works not having completed the repairs of that part in 
time to have them furnished before this resolution took effect. 

To com{dete the measure of the Dufce^a misfortunes^ the so^ 
licitor above alluded to absconded with a sum of money, ivhich 
was advanced hipi to make good the insurance on the Dike's 
life, and for other purposes ; and thus the pressure of His 
Royal Highness's debts becaqie so overwhelming^ that he 4^ 
solved to submit his case and claims through Mr. Vansiltart to 
Lord Liverpool in the spring of 1814, at wlu^h period the 
Duke had more than one personal interview wkh that gentle* 
man, and besides^ had the advantage of the intervention of Lord 
Commissioner Adam ; but after being kept in a constant state 
of suspense until the close of the session of 1814» he had the 
mortification of learnmg, through Lord Commissioner Adam, 
that not only nothing would be done for him by Ministers^ but 
also that they would not sanction an independent Member in- 
troducing the business into the House of Commons, which the 
Duke very strongly urged as his wish, being satined thai the 
justice of his case, when it came to be fairly known ta Paiiia- 
ment, and to be investigated by a Committee upi stairs, wonU 
piioduce an attention to his pretensions, not for the payment of 
his debtSf of which he never Iwd the presumption to entertain 
the slightest idea, but for the recovery of his just claims^ which 
would enable him to discharge every embarrassment he had in 
the world. 
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AftAr«9q»eiieifieiflg tbii cruel diM^ipointnieiit, the Duke was 
strongly adfised to address a Memorid to tbe Prince Regent^ 
uriddite did in the month of January, 18 15, and accompanied it 
by an official letter to Lord Liverpool, together with one to the 
Prince Hegent. Tbe result of that memorial was an answer in 
die negative from Lord Liverpool, under date of 22od FebhN 
ary following, of i nature the most distressing to His Royal 
Htgittiess's feelings, and with which communication the business 
closed. 

The Duke then felt that nothing remained but his own per- 
sonal exertions and increased sacrifices, to enable him to over- 
come Miose difficulties, which, although not the result of 
extravagtince on his part, were nevertheless equally distressing 
to^m, wfa^, upon the ground of justice to his creditors, they 
BO less demanded an honourable settlement with them; and 
after many conferences with his friends, he resolved to consti- 
tate a Committee of them, to assign over three fourths of bis 
income into their hands until the complete liquidation of bis 
debts was effected, giving them a carte blanche for this- purpfose, 
and to limit his expenditure to a sum not exceeding the remain- 
ing fourth part thereof, with which he agreed to content himself. 
This plan was matured by the end of June, 1815, when the 
Buke parted widi many of his servants, and made reductions 
to a large extent in every part of his establishment, the good 
consequences of which were soon amply proved, for, by the 
stremious exertions and judicious arrangements of his friends, 
more wa0 done in the first twelve months that followed the 
general retrencbment, than was accomplished in the eight years 
preceding. The Duke hoped to have been able to combine 
die execution of bis plan with remaining in England ; but after 
giving it a trial of one year, vh. from July, 1815 to July, 1816, 
he fonnd that it would be quite impossible for him to continue 
t0 live at home without privations even beyond those to whicb 
he bad riready submitted, and which would be still more pain- 
U to bis feelings than any he had yet experienced. He was 
dmrefore under the painful necessity of coming to the resolutioti 
of fon^ adbrdad in August, 1816 ; and from the arrangements 
made at tiuit tmut^ and closely followed up to May, 1818, 
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would have been able to lesum^ his rendence in England, free 
from every incumbrance^ in 182l| had not His Royal Highnesses 
marriage takeQ place at that tirne^ which, although conducted 
with every possible regard to oeconomy, occasioned a new, 
unavoidable, and heavy expense, to meet which he had been led 
by the Minister to expect an outfit of 12,000/. but which 
expectation having Ailed in toto, and nothing being granted 
him by way of addition to his income at that period, except 
60002. per annum (the ha/f of which was settled by the coniract 
of marriage as pin-money on the Duchess,) the Committee of 
his friends were obliged to appropriate a considerable sum 
from the funds allotted for the liquidation of his embarraaa- 
ments, to cover the unforeseen extraordinary disbursements 
arising out of that circumstance : and thus the final period of 
His Royal Highness's emancipation from his pecuniary em- 
barrassments, and consequently the time of his resuming his 
permanent residence at home, became, to his great regret, 
unavoidably protracted to a far more distant day. 

Under these circumstances His Royal Highness was obliged 
to persevere in his plan of residing on the Continent ; and in 
conformity with that resolution, which was not one of choieCj 
but abogether fif necessity, proceeded in a few weeks after the 
ceremony of his marriage to Amprbach, the residence of Ae 
Prince of Leiningen, which the Duchess, who was left by the 
will of her late husband Guardian of her son (a minor) and 
Regent of the Principality, during his minority, had occupied 
as her residence during the period of her widowhood. It was 
during their Royal Highneisses' retirement at this spot that the 
Dudiess proved to be pregnant ; and as Her Royal Highness, 
.fully concurring in the sentiments entertained by her illustrious 
Consort, as an Englishman, that her Child ought to draw its 
first breath on English ground, at once gave her consent to the 
measure of returning to England for the purpose of her confine- 
ment taking place there, fresh sacrifices became necessary to 
enaUe them to fulfil what was considered by their Royal 'Higk- 
nesses as no less a duty to the Royal Family and to the Coantry, 
than to themselves and their expected infant ; and so great were 
the difficulties they experienced in o|l>taiaing die mems oecesauy 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 71 

to accomplish this important object, that it was not until the 
Duchess had completed the seventh month of her pregnancy 
that they were enabled to proceed on their journey, being liter- 
ally prevented from moving until then, through the want of 
means to meet the expenses of that journey. Providentially nd 
injury arose to the Duchess from being obliged to travel at so 
late a period of her pregnancy, and the journey was accomplish- 
ed in sufiicient time to answer the proposed object ; but, as 
may easily be imagined, a very considerable additional expense 
has been incurred upon the occasion ; and as the door appears 
to be shut, for the present, against His Royal Highness's 
deitving any benefit from his well-established claims, he has, 
with the concurrence of the Committee of his friends, come to 
the painful, yet necessary resolution, of parting with his favour- 
ite villa of Castle Hill, the only personal property he has, 
npoa. the advantageous sale of which alone must rest the 
posribility of his continuing his residence in England, and his 
being able to bring up his Child amongst his Countrymen, 
both wishes nearest bis heart, as well as that of the Duchess ; 
but neither of which can be accomplished if they have no other 
proapeGt before them than that of being obliged to live for the 
next, six or seven years on an income barely amounting to a 
third of that which the Duke is known to receive from Parlia* 
nent, and little more than a fourth of what it would be, if the 
advantages arising to him from his military situations (which he 
has similarly given up to his Committee) were added thereto* 

IIL Field Marshal His Grace Abthub Dcke ov 
Wellington, K.G. G.C.B. Pbince op Watebloo. 

The Duke of Wellington is the third surviving son of 
Garret, the late Earl of Motnington, and was bom at Dangan 
Castle, in the county of Meath, the 1st of May, 176g. After 
recriving the rudiments of education at Eton College, he was 
removed to a military academy at Angers, in France, where he 
remained for a short period, and was then appointcfd, 7th of 
March, 1787^ to an ensigncy in the 73d foot. He was pro- 
moted die £dth of December foUowing, to a lieutenancy in the 
74di foot, fiom which he exchanged into the 41st foot, the 2dd 



QfJm^afy, 1798: «|id the 2$ih of June 1789^ rfmf>?f^ into 
U|e I8t)i light Ar^Qom. He obtained a company in ^ 58A 
i^j the 20th of Septismber, 1791» aod again es^cha^ged }n\o tb^ 

■ )8tb light dragoons, the 3l6t of October, 'l792. He W|i9 next 
^pppioted Major to tb^ SSd regiment, and Lieutenan^-Gaioojel 
tfee 3ptli of April, 1793. 
. Ia ]794 be commanded a brigade of lufaAtr}', during thefe- 

' Irje^tpf ^l^e forces under tfa^ Marquciss of Hastings, theci E^ifl 
pf Moir^) thropgh inlanders ; and soon after his retiirQ from tb? 
(Cpi^iniept, be accompanied the 33d fopt to India, apd was or<- 
ll^jred on the int^nd^d expedition agaiqst Manilla,, wbicb >vai 

r;tb9P4Pned, ip consequence of tbe intrigi^es of France w.ilb 
Tipppo Saib. On the 3d pf May, 1 796, be receivad thi^ bu^alt 
r^k of coloni&l. 

. . Xieuten^nt*Gen(Bra), now Jjord^ Harris bad l>eei) appointed 
tp co^l^lan4 the Madras army, destined to act against Tippoo, 
aitfl penetrate into the Mysore country ; and Colonal W^es^ 
}fiy .was givep the ^onamaud of a divisioq stationed at J^ll Pit ; 
\>ut after the French fqrc^ ip the fieccan was destroyed, tbi$ 
Wu^m prpyided a large force to aid in the attack pf Tiptpoo, 
ennsii^ti^g of 6ppQ of the Company's trpops, 6Q0O of bia.aivn, 
and 3000 cavalry, the couimand of xybjch was entrusted U> 
Colonel Well^sley, At the taking of S^ringapataoii tha 4tb of 
May, 1799i he. was thanked, in public orders, by Gananl 
Harris, fpr the gallant intrepidity of. hi^ conduct, in commaod 
of tha reserve. • He was next apppinted one of the CommiKfigUh 
ers to arrange the division of the Mysore territories, and also 
the distribution of the immense treasure found in Tippoo's ca- 
pital, of which he for some time became the Commandant, 
]9e was afterwards entrusted with aq expedition against Dbou- 
dia \Vaugh^ and, in September, 180Q, took the field. On tb^ 
^th pf tl^at pjionth ha entered the Niaam's territoriea, and, nfter 
a series of rapid movements, intercepted Ohoudia Waugb's 
force at Conaghull, where it was strougly posted, having its rear 
ai)d ^ft flank covered by that rock and village. Colonel Walles^ 
lay, although only t^e cavalry of bis arm^ h^d coma upi: ^ 
ierminedon an ^npui^ediate attack ^ and^ plaaing bimaa}f at tba 
bead of the ^p^b and 2$th light c^agppqs^ and. W ?pd «d r^gr 
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is^ts ef native -cavalry/ "wbich he e&tended into oneUoey (o^ 
prevent bis beiog DuUflapked, he advanced upon the enemy : the 
Intter showed much firmness^ but could not withstand the ra[rid« 
itj and fury of the charge ; they gave way, and were pursued 
for several miles. Dhoudia, and a great number of his follow- 
ers, were killed, and the whole body completely dispersed. 
The activity and intrepid conduct of Colonel Wellesley on this 
occasion obtained (or him the thanks of the Commander of 
the Forces at Madras, and of the Governor-General. 

After the above enterprize, an expedition to Batavia, under 
tlie orders of General, now Sir David^ Baird, being determined 
QXk, Qolonel Wellesley was recalled from his government and 
cpmoaand in the Mysore territory, to execute an enterprize 
against the Mauritius and Isle of Bourbon, which was to be 
attemptisd by a part of the forces of General Baird, if that 
oficer was successful in his operations against Batavia : this 
expedition was, however, abandoned. The Mahratta war hav- 
ing commenced, in 1802, Lord Clive, then at the head of the 
Madras government, assembled an army of IQflOO men, the 
command of which was entrusted to Lieut. General Stuart. It 
became necessary to detach a part of this force towards Poonab^ 
tbe capital of the Peishwa, our allyi which was menaced by 
Sfihindia and Holkar. Major-General Wellesley, which rank 
be bad obtained the 2&th of April, 1802, was selected for this 
Gooimjand, having under him Colonel Stevenson^ and a body of 
3j,000 men, with a proportionable train of artillery.' Of this 
army, two^thirds were furnished as a subsidy l^ the Nizam, 
and about gOOO were cavalry. The Nizam's force being 
placed under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 'Major* 
General Wellesley, with his army of 12,000 men, deemed it ex- 
pedient to advance with the greatest rapidity towards Poonah, 
as it was known that Holkar was in possession of that capital^ 
and tiie person of tbe Peishwa. On the night of the 19th of 
April, 1803, information being received that Holkar deter* 
mined to plunder and burn Poonah, on the approach of the 
Britisbi Major-^Qeneral Wellesley poshed forward, over a rugged 
«ad difficult eountf^, and tbrougb a dangerous pass, and after a 
forced. nMstdi pf siaty miles, reached tbe Peishwa's capital, in 
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dw short period of thirty-two hours. Tlte astonishing celerity 
of this movement Baved Poonah from the fate then awaiting it, 
and in a few days the Major-General had the satisfaction of 
restoring this city to its lawful sovereign. He next proceeded 
against Ameduagen^ which speedily fell into his hanfls ; and, 
continuing those rapid and masterly movements, which had al- 
ready proved so successful, he arrived at Nauluair, on the 23d 
of September. Here he was informed that the combined 
Mahratta army was posted within six miles of the ground he in- 
tended to occupy, but that the enemy had indicated an inten- 
tion of breaking up his camp, and retreating, on the approach 
of the British. Major-Generai Wellesley instantly perceiving not 
a moment. was to be lost, determined to move forward, and force 
the enemy to a general engagement, although Colonel Steven- 
son's division, which had marched by a different route, had not 
joined him, as was expected. Having adopted this resolo* 
tion, he halted, and refreshed his army, which had already that 
morning marched fourteen miles. He then moved forward, and, 
after a further march of six miles, performed under the rays of a 
vertical sun,«ame in sight of the enemy, who was posted with hia 
right on the village of Bokerdun, and his left on that of Asaaye, 
on the northern bank of the river Kaitreah, near to the Adjuntea 
pass. Schindia's army consisted of 38,500 cavalry, 10,500 re- 
gular infantry, 500 matchlocks, 500 rocket men, and 190 pieces 
of ordnance. Major-General Wellesley's army consisted of only 
4,500 men, of whom about 2000 ^ were Europeans ; but this 
frightful inequality proved to be amply compensated by the 
superior discipline of the British army, and the abilities of its 
General. ■ 

Major-General Wellesley approached in front of the enemy's 
right ; but finding that he had posted his in&ntry and guns on 
the left, he resolved to make his attack on that point. Having 
made the necessary movements for this object, he placed the 
British cavalry in the rear, to cover the infantry as they moved 
round ; and on his right flank he stationed the cavalry of the 
Peishwa and Nizam. He then forded the Kaitreah beyond the 
left of the enemy; and havmg reached the opposite bank, 
foroled his array in order of battle^ extendipg bis infiintry in two 
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lines^ the British cavalry in a third as a reserve^ and posting the 
auxiliary native force so as to cover the left flank of the whole, 
now menaced by a large body of the enemy's cavalry, which had 
followed them from the right of its own position. The enemy 
had commenced a distant cannonade ; but perceiving that an 
attack was threatened upon his left, Scbtndia changed his po- 
sition with great steadiness. The British now advanced to the 
attack under a most tremendous fire of nearly 150 pieces of 
cannon. The English artillery^ in their turn, opened upon the 
enemy at an interval of about 100 yards ; but were soon ren- 
dered incapable of advancing^ from the number of bullocks and 
men that had fallen. This induced Major-General Wellesley 
to abandon his guns, and try the event of a closer combat. 
Putting himself, therefore, at the head of his whole line, and 
placing the British cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, 
of the 19th dragoons, to cover his right, he advanced with an 
intrepidity and boldness which completely dismayed the Mahrat- 
tas. Notwithstanding his numerous artillery, the enemy found 
himself unequal to withstand this charge, and was quickly com- 
pelled to retire upon his second line, posted in front of the 
Jaah river. Here the 74th regiment, which covered the right 
of the British line, having suffered severely by the enemy's can- 
non, was charged by a body of Mahratta cavalry; but the 
British cavalry posted on the right, having repulsed them, 
charged, in their turn, with such resistless impetuosity, that 
several of the enemy's battalions were driven into the Juab with 
immense slaughter. The enemy's line now gave way in all di- 
lections, and was pursued by Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell at 
the bead of the British cavalry across the Juab river, beyond 
which they were cut down in great numbers. Several of the 
enemy's guns having been unavoidably left in the rear during the 
heat of the action, were, at this moment, turned upon the Bri- 
tish troops in advance by the perfidious Mahrattas, who had 
ftrown themselves on the ground, and were passed unmolested 
by die English soldiers. This circumstance encouraged some 
of the enemy's regular infiemtry battalions, that had retired in ra- 
ther better order, to face about, and commence a second action ; 
4^hicb, being maintained for a short time with great fury, made 
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ibe foittme of the day again doubtfid. Mi^r-General WeHeflh 
ksy, however, leading ^n the 7Btfa regiment^ and 7th. battalion 
€^ Sepoy/B, GOmpeUed those paitiea who had seized the guns to 
surrender, though not without some further loss, and consider- 
able personal danger to himself, having hb horse shot mider 
bim ; while Lieutenant*Colouel Maxwell finished the destraction 
of the enemy, by charging with the Idth light dragoons the 
battalions that had rallied, which he entirely broke and dis- 
persed, but unfortunately fell himself in the performance of 
this duty. The Mahrattas now fled in all directions : their dead, 
amounting to 12(X), covered the fields and their wounded 
atrewed the adjoining couirtiy for miles. Ninety-eight pieces 
of cannon fell into the hands of the victors^ together with the 
whole camp equipage of the enemy, all their buttocks and 
camek, and a vast quantity of ammunition. ^ 

The victory of Assaye, we may very justly rank among die 
most brilliant which have ever been obtained by British courage 
and skill : and this must be evident, if it is considered that this 
victory was obtained by a small number of British troops over 
an ^nemy infinitely superior in numbers; comprising, at least, 
10,000 regular infantry, formed> disciplined, and, in par^ 
ofiicered by Frenchmen, suj^ported by the tremendous discharge 
of more than 100 pieces of cannon, served with considerable 
science and precision; while hordes of Mahratta cavalry, to 
the amount of 40,000, hovered around, ready to rush in upon, 
a^d annihilate the little band, if the smsdlest disorder or mistake 
bad taken place during the engagement. 

The attention of Major^General WeUesley was now direet- 
ed to the Rajah of Berar's army, which, after a most fstiguiag 
and unremitted pursuit, from the £5th of October until the 
£$th of November, be succeeded in overtaking* This army he 
defeated on the plains of Agram, in as decisive a manner as he 
liad .done that of Schindia at Assaye, capturing the whole of 
their elephants and baggage, 38 pieces of cannan, and all their 
ammunition. He next turned bis victoriMMia arms agaioat die 
<N^ly Yemamii^ fortresa of any inipodrtanee belonging to die 
enemy, viz. Gawilgbur, seated on the summit of a steep hiU. 
On , the. nig^t of the 12th of Peo^udMsr, the faatteriea were 
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opened, and a practicable breach faaiang been effected, it «aa 
carried on the mornhig of the 14th by escalade. The was 
having been brooght to a ooDclasioo bj this enfterpriiey the 
Rajdi of Berar determined on concluding a peace withoiiA. 
waiting for the concurrence of hie ally Scfaiadia. This was 
mstantly made known to Majoi^General Wdlesley^ and 
negociations bong set on foot on Ae Ifidiof December, « 
treaty of peace between die British government in India ami 
the Rajah of Berar was concluded the foUowing day : and on 
^ dOth of the same month peace wav dso made with Schindia. 

The Mahratta war being thus brought to a foiitunate condi** 
sion, Major^General Welledey fouM the reward' of hie 
victories in the gratitude of his countrymen. In ISOi^ he had 
been appointed a Knight of the Bi^ ; and on his return^' to 
England, early in 1805, a sword, valued at 1000/. was pre» 
sented him by the inhabitants of Calcutta ; and his companions 
m anns presented him a gold vaee valued at 2000 guineas* The 
flianks of both Houses of Parliament were abo voted to him ki 
tk^ following words. ' 

'' To Major^General the Honbrable Sir Arthur Wellesley, for 
die many important, brilliant, and memorable services achieved 
by him, with the separate army in the Deccan, die several of^ 
ficers,'' Sec. . . 

Shortly after Ins arrival from India, Sir Arthur Wellesley was 
onited to the sister of the Earl of Longford, by whom he has 
issue two sons. • 

Sir Arthur accompanied Lord Cathcart in the eapedii^on to 
Hanover, in command of a brigade ; and when that, armj 
returned to England, he was appointed to a district onrthe sea 
coast. On the death of the Marquess Comwallis he received^ 
dOth of January, 1806, the colonelcy of the SSrd regiment, in 
irinch he had served thirteen^years as Lieutenant-Colonel. Du« 
ring the administration of Lord Grenville, Sir Arthur represented 
an Irish borough in Parliament : and on the accession of the 
present administration, he was nominated chief secretary to the 
late Duke of Richmond, then Lord Laentenant of Ireland. 

He nest commanded a division in the expedition against 
Copenhagen^ and again distinguished himself by defeating a 
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detachment of Danes near Ki<^e ; and soon after this events 
CSopenhagen- having surrendered^ he was employed^ in conjunc- 
tion mhh Sir Home Popham^ and Lieutenants-Colonel, now 
MigoF^General Sir George, Murray, to conduct the capitulation. 

On the termination of the Danish Expedition the thanks of 
Parliament were voted to Sir Arthur, who in His place, as a 
Member of the House of Commons, thus addressed the Speaker 
in reply : 

'' Mr. Speaker, 

*^ I consider myself fortunate that I was employed by his Ma- 
jesty in a service which this House has considered of such impor- 
tance, as to have marked, with its approbation, the conduct of those 
officers and troops who have performed it. The honour wh^h 
this House has conferred upon my honourable friends, and 
myseifjT is justly considered by the officers of the navy and army 
as the highest which this country can confer ; it is the object of 
tlie ambition of all who are employed in his Majesty's service ; 
and to obtain it has been the motive of many of those acts of 
valour and good conduct, which have tended so eminently «to 
the glory, and have advanced the prosperity and honour of this 
country. I can assure the House that I am most sensible of 
the great honour which they have done me ; and I beg leave. 
Sir, to return you my thanks also for the handsome aud polite 
terais in which yoii have conveyed to me the sense of the House.'' 

This last service concludes the achievements of Sir Arthur 
to the commencement of his career in Spain, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, and France. 

An army of 10,000 men was assembled at Cork, in the 
summer of 1808, and Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
which rank he had obtained on the 25th of April of that year,^ 
was appointed to command this body of troops, which were 
destined for Portugal, with a view of endeavouring to rescue 
that country from the yoke of France. The expedition arrived 
at Figueras, in Mondego Bay, early in August, and being 
joined by Major-General Sir Brent Spencer, with bis division 
from Cadiz, Sir Arthur attacked General Laborde on the i7th 
of the same month at Roliga, and drove the enemy from the 
strong ground he occupied. On the 21st, General Junot, 
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kaying assembled die whole Frrach force in Portugal, advanced 
to attack the British near the village of Vimiera. Sir Arthur, 
who had received a further reinforcement of troops from Eog- 
land, under the command of Generals Acland and Anstruther, 
gained a com(Jete victory over his antagonist. The late Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Harry Burrard arrived in the field during 
the action, but considered the disposition made by Sir Arthur 
so masterly, as to obviate the necessity of any change. Sir 
Harry Burrard, however, disapproved of pursuing the routed 
enemy, so that the victory was rendered incomplete ; and on 
the following day an armistice was agreed upon between Sir 
Hew Dalrymple and General Kellerman. On the dOth, a 
convention was concluded at Cintra, and ratified the next day 
by Sir Hew, now in command of the British, and Genand 
Junot commanding the French ;, by which the latter army was 
to be conveyed to the nearest port in France with their 
artHlery, arms, horses, and baggage, in British transports. 
Sir Arthur signed the armistice, which preceded this con- 
vention, at the desire of his superior officer, but did not 
conceive himself responsible for the conditions of it. There 
were many detailed points in which he differed from the 
Commander in Chief, but he agreed with him in the propriety 
of signing a convention for the evacuation of Portugal, because, 
otherwise, the British army would be obliged to wait a long 
time for reinforcements, and supplies of artillery and other ne- 
cessaries ; and also, because by the custom of war the French 
army, being then unbroken, had a fair claim to treat for the 
evacuation of Portugal. In his letter to Lord Castlereagh, 14th 
of November, 1808, he states, that, although he was decidedly 
of opinion that the most important advantages would have 
resulted from allowing him to pursue the victory gained over the 
enemy pnthe 21st of August, yet it by no means followed, that 
to allow the evacuation of Portugal was an impolitic proceeding 
on the 22d. On the 2 1st,, the enemy were in confusion, the 
aext day they were no longer so, and had resumed their posi- 
tions. The relative situation of the two armies had changed in 
Ithat short time, and that of the French was greatly improved by our 
having n^jiected to follow up the blow that had been struck 
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the precedo^ da^F. It may Jiot be ntopropck' to sla«e^ thgt chef 
lale UeutenanUGeiieral Sir John Moore, who attived* from 
Eogland as third in command soon after the battle of Vimiera, 
on learning the pardculars of ttie action, beatoKved'wann* praises^ 
,on Sir Arthur; and declared to Sir Hew, die eommandier of 
die forces^ that be Mrished. to waive, all pretenstona derived 'ft^m 
hia senionty; that as Sir Ardiur had done so much, it wtts but 
jhir he should take the lead in any intended' operations agflinst 
lisbon; and if the good of the ser.vic& should require it, be 
would execute any part tfatit was* allotted' to htm without int^r-^ 
iering with Sir Arthur. 

The thanka of Parltaoient. having been voted to Sir Afthar 
tf» his cooduot fUithe batib of Yimitva, the fello wing answer 
was addressed by him to: the Lord Chancellor : 

*' My Lord, London, January 28th, 1809. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter of 
the £4th instant, containing copies of the , unanimous resolutions 
of the House of Lords, conveying the approbation of their Lord* 
ships of my conduct, and of that of the general officers and 
soldiers composing the army, which I commanded ip Portugal, 
and iheir Lordships' vote to the respective general officers and 
to the officers commanding the troops employed on the services 
in that country. 

'' I have received this mark of distinction which the House 
of Lords has conferred upon me, with sentiments of gratitude 
and respect, proportionate to the high sense I entertain of the 
greatness of the honor which it carries with it. And L shall 
have great pleasure in communicating to the general officers 
respectively, to the officers and troops, the distinguished reward 
of tneir exemplary conduct, which their Lordships have confer- 
red upon them. 

'^ I beg leave, at the same time^ to express to your l#ord- 
sbip, my thanks for the expressions of personal civility with 
which your Lordship has conveyed to me the commands of the 
House. . I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
'* The Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor, &c. &c." 
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, In tke Hdu%e of Comnjom Sir-Artkttr Was'adflrcMedinlds 
place by the Speaker on the £7th January, 1809; 

« 

" Lieutenant-Geneiral Sir Arthur Wellesley, 

'' After the events of the last year^ it was iinpo^sible that 
Parliament should re-assemUe without directing its earliest 
attention to the services of the British Army in Portugal ; a^ 
amidst the contending opinions whjich have prevailed upon other 
questions, the public voice has been loud and general, in 
admiration of your splendid achievements. 

'' It is your praise to have inspired your troops with unskakeii 
confidence and unbounded ardour, to have commanded not the 
obedience alone, but the hearts and affections of your compan- 
ions in arms ; and having planned your operations virtth the akiU 
and promptitude which have so eminently characterized all yonr 
former exertions, you have again led the armies of your country 
to battle with the same deliberate valour and triumphant 
success which have long since rendered your name illustrious in 
the remotest part of this empire. 

'' Military glory has ever been dear to the nation ; and great 
military exploits in the field, or upon the ocean, have their sure 
reward i« Royal favour, and the gratitude of Parliament. It is^ 
Aerefore, with the highest satisfaction that, in this fresh instance, 
I now proceed to deliver to you the thanks of this House ; and 
I do now accordingly, by the command, and in the name of the 
Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
thank you for the distmguished valour, ability, and conduct, 
displayed by you on the 17th and 21st of August last in Por^ 
tngaly on the latter of which days yon obtained at V imiera, over 
the army of the enemy, a signal victory, honorable and glorious 
to the British arms." 

To tbe above flattering address, Sir Arthur Wellesley made 
the following reply : v 

^< Mf. Speaker, 

'' I beg leave lo express my acknowledgments to tli» Houie, 
for ibe high honor which they have conferred upon me, by tbe 
notice they have tfiktsa, atf tbe a|iprobation they have conveyed 
R. U.Cal ^ I. F 
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of my eoodaet during tbe dne I comuMuidtd his Migesty'v 
troops IB Portugal. . 

'* No man can value more highly than I do, the honorable 
distinction which has been conferred upon me, a distinction 
which it is in the power of the Repr^sehtatives of a fi^ee people 
elone to bestow, and which it is- the peculiar advantage of the 
officen and soldiers in the service of his Majesty, to have held 
out to them as the object of their ambition, and to receive as the 
reward ol their services. ^ 

" I beg leave, at the same time to return to you, Sir> my 
thanks for the handsome terms in which your kindness, I ought 
^o say your partiality for me, has induced you to convey the 
approbation of the House.'' 

Notwithstanding the unfortunate issue of the campaign in 
Spain, and the deplorable state in which Sir John Moore's 
army returned to England, it was determined that further efforts 
should be made by Great Britain in aid of the patriotic exer- 
tions which were still continued throughout Spain and Portu- 
gal. Lieutenant-General Sir John Cradock, who had suc- 
ceeded to the command of the troops in the latter country after 
the departure of Sir John Moore, took up a defensive position 
in the neighbourhood of Lisbon ; but on receiving reinforce- 
ments from England, he made preparations for advanciitg on 
Oporto, in order to dislodge the French under Marshal S6ttlt. 
Accordingly on the 9th of March, IS09, the British army, 
amounting, in the whole, to about 18,000 men, advanced from 
the neighbourhood of the capital, and on the 22^d, the mahl 
body of the infantry had arrived in the city of Leyria ; on the 
same day, Sir Arthur Wellesley landed at Lisbon, to take the 
command of the army, and on the £d of May arrived in Coim- 
bra, where the whole of the army was now assembled. 

On the 6th, Sir Arthur reviewed his whole force in die plain 
below Coimbra, and next day commenced his march in the di- 
rection of Oporto. At this period. Marshal Soult, with the 
main body of his army, was in Oporto, and his advanced guard 
of cavalry stationed on the north bank of the Vou^a. The 
French force was understood to be 24,000, but very -much 
scattered. The army under Marshal Victor was in the neigh- 
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boarbood of Badagbs. ! Majoi^General Ma^kenzife'i 'brigiide 
had advanced to A^rantes^ on the Tagus^^ and the Luaitauiaii 
legion^ commanded by . Colonel Mflyne^ had proceeded .to. At- 
caotara^ as a corps of .'obaervBtion. Sir Arthur^ who hiid h0sn 
appointed Marshal-General of the Portuguese troops by the 
Prince Regeaat, . directed some of their battalions, the niQAt 
advanced in- discipline, to join the British brigades. 

On. the 10th of. May the cavalry and advance of the Anglo- 
Portuguese army crossed the Vouga, and defeated a consider- 
able .body of the.enemy^s.cavalry^t and a few infantry. . Next 
day the army came up with the French advanced guard, consist- 
log of about .5000 men, and.defeated them on the heights near 
Grijo, from whence they retired across the Douro, in the course 
of the night, and. destroyed tne bridge of boats. Marshal Soult 
hoped by this measure to arrest the progress of the combined 
araiy;-'but on reaching the banks of the river. Sir Arthur 
pvdied over a small force, under Migor-General Sir £dward 
Paget, who maintained himself in Oporto until reinforcemeota 
arrived, when the French were driven out widi great loss. The 
combined army had marched upwards of 80 miles in the four 
preceding days, through a difficult country, and achieved the 
€q)tare of Oporto, after a series of operations conducted with 
the utmost celerity and skill. . Perhaps the passage of the Douro 
ought to be esteemed ione.of the most brilliant of Sir Arthur's 
exploits, when the obstacles' he had to encounter are duly ap- 
preciated.'. The French officers did justice to his merit, by 
allowing that this achievement had never been equalled, even 
by Buonaparte ; and Marshal Soult was evidently taken by sur- 
prise, no arrangements having been made for retreat. Five 
pieces of caftinon were captured on the field, and 59 pieces with 
37 tumbrils, and a considerable quantity of ammunition, were 
fotttid in the arsenal, and upwards of 1000 sick in the hospitals. 
Marshal Soult retired by Braga, Salamonde, and Montalegre, , 
ioto. Gallicia, leaving behiod him a fourth of his army, with the 
whole o( his baggage and artill^y. The porsuit was continued 
natzTSLB Montalegre, a frontier town of tbe province of Tras oi 
Montes, where the advance of this combined army halted; and 
fooD after returned to Oporto. 



Marihal^ BeretfonI, wbo had crossed (he Dduro, near Ii84 
mego, on the lOtb, with Major-Generd, now Lieuteoant-t 
General Chowne, Tilsqn^s brigade of infantry, and a considerable 
body of Porltfguese, in order to cut ofF the retreat of the enemy 
to Gallicia^ by th6 way of Chaves, found on his arrival at 
Amarante, (On the Tawega, that Brigadier-General Silveira had 
been obliged^ to evacuate that position, which was now occupied 
by a division of the French army, under General Loison. Ou 
the morning of the ISth, General Loison retreated in the direc<» 
tion of Braga, and joined the main body of the army under 
Marshal Soult; Brtgadier*General Silveira, in the mean tim^- 
marched to occupy the pass of Ruivaes, between Sahmonde 
and Mohtalegre, but unfortunately arrived too late to check th^ 
enemy in his retreat. Marshal Beresford directed his march on 
Chaves, with the view of intercepting the enemy, should he 
march by that road, which was the only one practicable for 
oarriieiges : these be had,^ however, destroyed, and effected his 
escape through the mountains. 

About the middle of June/ the whole of the British troops 
were assembled in the neighboorhood of Abrantes, Sir Artbttr' a 
head-quarters. Marshal Victor, on receiving intelligence of 
Marshal Souit's discomfiture and subsequent retreat into GbiU 
lici^ retired from the fronUera towards Madrid, so that of the 
50,060 French, who lately threatened and infested Portugal, not 
one remained. After a fortnight'sv repose, the Bluish armj 
quitted the banks of the Tagus, aidd advanced into Spain, fior 
the purpose of eo-operatmg with General Cuesta, commanding 
the army of Estremadura. Sir Arthur had stipulated that . the 
Spanish' government should furnish 500 mules for the tranapert 
of his provi^ons, aad expected to have found a Spanish c&ut* 
missiry nt Zzara Mayor, to aiJ that department of the firitiak 
army in pro^ring their supplies. In this he was disappointed, 
but, convinced of what importance a British force in Spain waa 
to the patriotic cause, he continued his march . to Placentia, 
where the whole of the army was concentrated on the l6th of 
July. General Cuesta had eagerly pressed the advance oT the 
Britisli| witb an assurance of ample supplies, but although the 
troops were now in one of the most fertfle districts of Spain, the 
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iiiddence of the ma^strales was such, that Sir Arthur in vain 
enlieated them to foiinish provisions, without which he found 
binself unable to {Mroceed* Although mortified at the delaj^s 
wiiich had hitherto taken place, wad the little attention .paid bj 
the Spaniards to fulfil their engagements, Sir Arthur felt dis- 
posed to continue the system of operations concerted betwixt 
General Cuesta and himself, and, after receiving a promise from 
die authorities of Placentia, that the supplies required for the 
army would be collected without further delay, the Brititb 
moved forward on the 1 7th of July, and formed a junction with 
die army of Estremadura on the 20th. 

The combined army, on the S2d, advanced to Talavera de la 
Reyna, whence the enemy was dislodged, in the course of l)ie 
morning, by the advance of the British and Spaniards* The 
French retired upon their main body, posted on the left bank of 
the Alberche, closely pursued. Neat day. Sir Arthur proposed 
attacking Marshal Victor, on the fiSdy but General Cuesta wished 
it postponed till the following day ; when the army, on reaobmg 
the banks of the river^ had the mortification to discover that the 
enemy had availed himself of the delay, and -was in full retreat. 
There can be no doubt, bad Sir Arthur's propositions for at* 
tacking the enemy on the £3d been adopted, that the destruction 
ef Marshal Victor's corps would have been inevitable. 

General Cuesta commenced a pursuit of Marshal Victor on 
the €4tli, and Sir Arthur declined further co-operation with the 
Spaniards, "on account of the. great insufficiency, as to the 
means of conveyance in Spain." General Cuesta, on the €6tb, 
was attacked near Torrijos, and obliged to fall back to Talavera. 
On the same day, Joseph Buonaparte, having collected the 
whole of his disposable force in that part of Spain, amounting 
to 47»000 men, drove in the advanced guani of the Spaniards, 
who retired in a disorderly tnanner across the Alberche, to the 
portion in front of Talavera. Sir Arthur on the same after* 
Boon withdrew the advanced guard of the British, commanded 
by LieiHenant*G<eneral Sir J. C. Sherbrooke from Caselegas, 
across the Alberche, leaving a division of infantry, a brigade of 
cavalry, ancl a brigade of artillery, nnder Major-General Mac- 
kttme^ m ^ wpods 4>n the right bank of that river, about one 
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leagtie in front of Talavera. At two in ike aflernooa of U10 
27di, the enemy crossed the Aiberche, M-hicfa i^i^as every where 
fordable, and attacked Major-General Macken^e, who retired 
upon the position that bad been, taken up by Sir Arthur^ with 
the consent of the Spanish leader. 

The intention of the enemy to try the result. of a general 
engagenient was now no longer doubtful, and, fuU.of coufidence 
in his gallant little army^ Sir Arthur beheld the approach of the 
tcfe, formidable not only front numbers/.but also from the trolDps 
being inured to war. ilis miiid, however^ was not free from 
anxiety at this momentous crisis, and an expression of deep 
tfioughtfulness saddened the usually animated countenanofe . of 
this chief, as he rode along the line, 'ilie troops had forsome 
days received a very scanty supply of 'provisions, and the fedinga 
et the British General were ^p»ized by the privatiqns of lus 
brave soldiers. £very representation had been made without 
avail, to hasten the arrival of the sup)i]ies from Placentia, and 
General Cuesta treated the wants of the British with a marked 
indifferente. 

The position occupied by the. combined army, extended 
nearly three miles ; the Spanish infantry in two lines, forming 
Hie right, were posted behind the ruined inclosures of the olive 
grounds and vineyards adjoining the suburbs of Talavera^ 
which they also occupied with. their extreme flank renting upon 
the Tagus. The right of the British line, under Brigadier 
General Alexander Campbell^ joined the left of the Spaniards^ 
and extended along some open ground to a height, on which 
Major-^General, now Lord, Hill's division was posted ; Major- 
Gieneral Sberbfooke commanded the centre, and M^or-General 
Mackenzie's division, which had been previously in advance, 
now formed a second line in the rear. 

About half past six o'clock the enemy appeared in consider- 
able force on the heights opposite the centre of the. British line, 
and commenced a heaiiy fire, ; which was immediately returned 
from the guns, placed' on an eminence iu the rear of Major- 
General Hill's division..^ ^At the same time the French made a 
vigorous attiack in ordeAto gain possession of the height, from 
.w|ience, after a most ohatiiiate conflii;^ they were driven at 
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thepoiot of the bi^onet; The euemy atsb pushed forward tcs 
venl corps of ioliMfitry, suppbrted by a strong division on Ao 
right, with a view;of carrjiog the town of Talavera^. in which 
object he Faited, and was driven back by the fire of the .Spanttk 
batteries. In the course of the night the enemy made a second 
assanlt upon the height^ from whence, after gaining a momen- 
tmy posse^sbn, he was dislodged, by Major-Generai Hill, with 
prodigious slaughter. 

The night was spent in a st^ie of mutual akrm : at iengtk 
day broke upon the contending armiets, who were drawn np 
oj^psite to each other, in the positioqft they respectively occo* 
pied at the beginning of the action on the. preceding ev0ning» 
About six, the engagement was renewed, .and continued with- 
c»Dt intermission until eleven o'clock, when the firing ceased; as 
if by mutual consent, for nearly three hours, during which in- 
terval the French appeared to be employed in cooking, and the 
British army reposed, on the ground^ seemingly regardless of 
d^ enemy's presence. 

The principal efforts of the French, throughout the mora- 
ing, were again directed upon the left, but Majoi!-Geiieral Hill 
successfully repelled every attempt to. turn his position, and 
obliged the enemy to retire witk considerable Ipss. Sir Arthur, 
surrounded by his staff, observed the progress, of the battle on a 
heigbt to the left of the British line. From this point im 
witnessed eveiy movement that was made, and, in tbemid9t.of 
the hottest fire, issued the necessary orders with his character- 
istic coolness and judgment. Two of his aides-de-camps. 
Captains (now Sir H. F.) fiouverie and (now Sir Ulysses) 
Burgh, were wounded by his side. 

At one P. M. the enemy was observed bringing up fresh 
troops, and forming his columns, apparently for the purpose of 
renewing the attack ; and about two o'clock, they again advan- 
ced qyider a heavy cannonade, and made a general attack upon 
the wbole of the position, occupied by the British. The ene- 
my's attacking columns, on the right, were received by Brigadier- 
Gsserri fCampbeirs division at the point of tlie bayonet, and 
driven Imck mtb the loss of their artillery. The efforts of the 
enemy on die 1^ *were equaUjr nnsttccessful as before^ and a 
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chaiige made by Brtgadier-^Xjreiieral (now Sir. George) Asiloii 
With the-fiSd light. dragoooft and German. huMufs, upon a aolid 
column of.in&otry, although attended with a severe toss to the 
former raiment, bad. the effect of ehecking their further ad- 
fance in that direction. 

..Meanwhile the ceotce was wasmly engaged* . Eaactly at 9 
o'clock several beayy column^ advanced upoa. this point, and 
deployed, with the utmost precision, into line^ as they entered 
the plain, which lay hetwixt the lidghts occupied by the hostile 
armies. This was the grand attack, and, on .the first indication 
of the enemy's intention, Lieut^nant-Geperal SherlH^ooke gave 
directions that bis division should pr^are for the ebargc . The 
French-came on over the rough smd broken ground in the valky^ 
in the most imposing manner, and with great resolution, and 
were met by the British with undaumled, firmness: as if with 
one accordy the divisioja advanced against the enemy, whose 
ranks were speedily broken, ^nd throwi;i into confusion, by a 
^well-directed volley. The impetuosity of the soldiers was not 
to be repressed, and th^ brigade, on the immediate left of the 
guards being halted, that 4ank, from its advanced situation, in 
the eagern^si^ of pursuit, became exposed to the aoemy, who 
had already given* way, and desevted his guns on the hillin frobt, 
«ntil observing this part qf4be line unsupported, the French 
rallied) apd returned with increased numbers to the attack, upon 
the centre. Brigadier-^General Harry Campbell now gave orders 
for the guards to retire to their cu'iginal position in line, and the 
1 St battalion of the 48tb regiment was directed to cover this 
movement, by die Commander of the Forces, who saw and pro- 
vided for every emergency during the tremendous conflict. 
Ffriledatall points, the French .withdrew the remains of the 
colimoins, which had been unsuccessfully opposed to the centre, 
and about five in the evening commenced their retreat across 
the Alberche to Santa Alalia, leaving a rearrguard- of lOfiOO 
men on the heights, behind the ruin, c^ieh were withdrawn on 
the Slst. - 

The loss of the British army, which entered the- field IS^BOO 
effective men, with 30. pieces of cannon, in the two day^aetion, 
consisted of 84 officers, 767 men, killad; 196<»fiGei^ 9friS 
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mem, wbuB<M; 9'oflkere, 644 men, mming; mnkhag nuM 
of 5>d67. The Ion of ' the eaemy was not less tban 14^000 
ioeii, «nd W pieces of canfion. 

On the fi<^h of July, the day after the action, the light bii> 
gade, 5000 strong, and a troop of horse-artillery, under the 
late Major-General Robert Craofurd, joined the army, having 
made a forced march of twelve Spanish leagues, ^or fifty mSes, 
ki the preceding twenty-four hours. 

Hie thanks of Parliament were voted to Lord Weilingtott 
after tfie battle of Talaverai; and his Lordship addressed the fol- 
ioidng letters to the Lord Chancellor and Speaker of the House 
of Commons in answer to dieir communication of the same. 

<' My Lord, '' Viseu, March, Q, 1810- 

" I have had the honor of receiying your Lordship's letter,, 
in which you .enclosed the resolutions of the House of Lords of 
the ^di of January, conveying the apprybatioo o( their Lord* 
ships of die conduct of .the general officers^ officers, and 
troops, under my command, and of myself- in the battle fought 
at Talavera on the 27th and £8tb of July last. 

'' I have communicated to the general officers, officers, and 
troops, .these testimonies of their liordships! approbation ; and 
I beg leave to assure your Lordship, that I have received the 
hond^ which their Lordships have conferred upon me, and the 
army- under my command, widi a just sense of its high value 
and imp^tance: with gratitude for the favor with which .their 
Lordships have viewed our efforts in his Majesty's service, and 
adesire to merit the continuance of their Lordships' appcobalion 
by a eealous discharge of my duty. I request your Lwbhip to 
accept my thanks, for the hanflsome . terms (b. which you have 
conveyed thepleasure of the House of Lords ; 

And I have, &c. 

'^ Wbllingtok. 

^' Aight Hon. die Lord Chancellor." 

'' Sir, « Viseu, 0th ftlarph, 1810. 

^' 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the M of 
February, in whidi you enclosed the resolutions of the House of 
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Commons of tbe Ist Febmery: exjir^s^ing Ac^ li]^olNiiiofi ef 
lii€ House of my conduct and of that of the* general, p^isen^ 
officers, and troops^ composing tb^ army under my command 
in die battle fougbt at Talavera, on the 27th and^98tl> of July 
last. 

f^ In obedience to the orders of the Houne^ I hs^ comma* 
Bscated to the genecej officers^ officers^ and t|0^p% this bonor- 
able testimony of the approbation of die House; and I b^ leave 
to adopt this mode of expressing to the Qouse the bigb sense 
-I entertain of the honor which they have conferred upon. me, 
jand upon the army under my command ; and to assure them 
that I shall endeavour to merit their approbation by a zealous 
discharge of my duty, 

'^ I must likewise request you^ Sir, to accept my thanks for 
die kindness towards me, which you have manifested in the 
manner in which you have conveyed to me the pieasmre of the 
House^ a kindness of which I had already repeated pinoofs 
during the period that 1 had the honor of being a member of 
the House of Commons. » 

** I have, 8cc. 

^'Welukgton. 

The Right Hon. the Speaker of the House of Commons/' 
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During the stay of the army at Talavera de la Reyna, both be« 
iibreand after the action, the supplies of every kind had been very 
insufficient, and the inhabitants of that town evinced no disposi- 
tion to relieve the wants of the British, and to accommodate the 
sick and wounded. On the moniingof the Sd of August^ the Bri- 
tish army moved from Talavera ; but for an hour after the troops 
were: under arms, they remained uncertain whether Sir Arthur 
intended to advance upon Madrid, or proceed against Marshal 
Soult^ who, in conjunction with Marshals Ney and Mortier^ had 
arrived at Placentia. Sir Arthur decided upon the latter otgect, 
and accordingly the army retraced its former steps, and the saise 
afternoon again halted near the town of Oropesa. Although 
by this movement the British left behind a considerable number 
of their sick and wound^id, ye^ little anxiety was felt on this 
ftcoount, as they relied on the Spi^iards keeping Mvshal Victor 
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m cheek, sbonld be, on being informed of Sir Arthar^s depar^ 

tore, tgain atteflipt to advance; besides, under any circum- 

staveeSy it would not have been consistent with humamty to 

bav« removed 'more of the sick and wounded than were really 

bM^ttghl off. -General Cuesta, whose force remained nearly 

^Mire, faifving taken little share in the action, promised Sir 

Aifhifir to mallitain' the position which the British had so suc^ 

cessfiiHy defeiided, but in a few hours after their march, Ae' 

Spanish 'leader abandoned his post, and with the whole of hi 

army followed the route of the British. This conduct of the 

Spanish general increased the embarrassments of the sitilktion in' 

iriiicb the British army was already placed by Marshal Soult'a 

arrival at Placentia ; and, accordingly, Sir Arthur determined' 

to withdraw his troops over the bridge of Arzobispo, with a 

view- of covering Seville and the south of Spain, and at the same 

time to preserve his communication with Lisbon. In pursuance' 

of Aese objects. Sir Arthur resumed his march on the following 

morning, and arrived with the main body of his infantry in the 

valley watered by the Elevante, on the ] 1th of August. In 

this spot the British halted for that repose which the fatiguer 

and privations during the retreat had rendered necessary. 

In the beginning of September Sir Arthur placed his whole 
army upon the line of the Guadiana, and established his head-' 
quarters at Badajos. His motives for taking up this position 
appear to liave been, 1st, — the security of the province of Anda- 
lasia, as the enemy could not venture to penetrate across the 
Sierra Morena with the British army on their right flank ; 
^ly,— in ' order to give coniSdence to the army of La Maneha ; 
and lastly, to encourage the people to persevere in the cansei 
by affording the Spanish nation an opportunity of reforming h$ 
goveninent, and of choosing new men to direct their measures 
in the cabinet, and conduct their armies in the field. 

The unfortunate result of the battle of Ogana, in which the 
army of La Maneha, under the command of Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral • Ariesaga^ was totally defeated, and dispersed, laid the 
whole south of Spain open to the incursions of the enemy, and 
it became no longer necessary or desirable, in a military point 
of view^ to retain the British army on the borders of Estremi^ 
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dura. Lord Yinpovnat WeKUngton, which ftnk he fatdaMitfiie^C 
in this year^ therefore withdrew his army from Spviii, in the 
month of December 18p9i and in (he coqrse of three weeka, 
the whole of his force was. placed on a new and eateoded poai- 
tjon, aloqg tiie frontiers of Portugal : head-quarter^ in ^e city 
of Vizeu. The British troops passed thf following six mmtfaa 
in, a 9tate of comparative tranquillity, while the French ariDyy 
i|QW amounting to upwards of 100,000 men^ under the coiyi- 
n^d of Marshal Massena, was nuking tbe^ most vigorfHis 
piieparatiqns for the conquest of Portugal, The overwbdnuDg 
i|liii[ihers of the enemy, and the confidence with which he 
prqclaimed his intention of dxiting Lord Wellington and hit 
s^rmy iuto. th|e sea, inspired a feeling of apprebeqsion for tkm 
final bsue of the campaign, which not even the reliance placed 
hy the British on the skill and gallantry of their leader could 
entirely ^is^ipate. 

On the nth of June, ISlO^.the en^my invested the fortress of 
Cttidad Rpdrigo wifh a force of SO,OPQ iufaqtry, and j^OOO caiafary. 
Qn the night of the 25th the French batteries were opened 
aigainst the city; and, after a most gallant defence, duriog which 
about 700 of the. inhabitants were killed by. the bombardment, 
the Governor, Dqn ^ndr4 Herrasti, seeing no hopes of relief, 
and his prQvisions aod amntunitiQn being nearly exhausted, sur- 
ri^ered by capitiilation on the lOtbof July- The Marqufiaa 
dela Romana . papie from Badajos to intreat Lord. Wellington 
would advance to its relief, but departed perfectly ^tisfied.with 
th^ propriety pf. the British leader's reasons for declining to 
make a forward mov^m.ent; which^ by endangering the aafety 
of bis aimy, ipight ultimately compromise the general cause of 
ii^ P.^ipsula. 

■ ^Qn the 4th of August, 1810, -the; following Proclamation to 
the Portugue#e was issued by. jthia .pfficer. It was intended to 
qpjunteract an ipvidious Proclamation, .p»Uished by Maasena, 
dated Cuidad Rodrigo, Avgust ist,:aiid ahoundiiig in the great- 
est, c^Juamies against tjie conduct and. intentions of the Britiah 

vmy» 

/ ^^ The time which has elapsed, during which the enemy has 

tanwn^d^on tb$ frpniiers of Portugal; jpusK hate proiv^ to the 
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Portuguese joalbn what thej have to expect from the Freech* 
The inhabitants of some villages have remaiaed in them^ con* 
fiding in the promises of the enemy^ and hoping that, by treat- 
ing the enemies of their country well, they might conciliate and 
mollify them, and inspire them with humane sentiments ; that 
their property would be respected, their females preserved (torn 
brutal violation, and their lives secured. Vain hopes! Th^ 
inhabitants of these submissive places have suffered liil the evili 
whtcii a cruel enemy could inflict; their property has been 
plundered, Aeit habitations burnt,, their women atrociously 
violated ; and Aose, whose age and sex did not provoke the 
l»tttal violence of the «sldiers, have fallen victims to the impru-' 
dent confidence which they placed in promises made only to be 
bro&oi. 

** The Portuguese must now see that rio other means remain 
to avoid the evils with which they are threatened, but a deter- 
mined and vigorous resistance, and a firm resolution to obstruct^ 
as much as 4>o88ible, the advance of the enemy into the interior 
of the kingdem, by removing out of his reach all snch things aif 
may contribute to his sustenance, or facilitate his progreli; 
These are the only and most certain means to prevent -the eiiils 
with which the Country is threatened. The army under tOff 
command will protect -as large a portion of this country wt iS 
possible; but it is obvioifs that the people -alone can deliver 
themselves by a vigorous resistance, and preserve their good# 
by mdving^ ihem out of the reach of the enemy. The dufiet, 
Aeraforer, that bind me to bis Royal Highness the 'Prince Ite^ 
gent of Portugal, and to the Portuguese nation, oblige me to 
make use of the power and authority with which i am fiimished, 
to compel the careless and the indolent to make the necessary 
efforts to preserve themselves from the d^i^^lt's which threaten 
dieih, and to ^ve th#tr country. In conformity with this^ I 
make known ieiod declare, that all magistrates and persons ib 
authority, who sha^ll remain in the ullages Or towns, after bavitig[ 
received orders from the military officer to remove from them ; 
and all perscMis, of whatever class they mliy be, who shall maiil«* 
tain the least commoiiication with, or aid and assist in any 
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wmmr. &e eoeaiy^ shall be considered as traitonto die s^te^ 
Md tried and punished as such enormous crimes require. 

"Wellington. 
** Head-Quarters, August 4th.^* 

; The fall of Almeida> on the %7th of August, after a bombard- 
fuent of onlj one day, but in reality occasioned by the explosion 
of the grand magazine, removed the principal obstacle to the 
entrnnce of Marshal Mass^na's arn^y into Portugal, but he pre- 
ceded with great caution in his movements, and was retarded - 
by. the necessity of bringing forward his supplies, as no depen- 
dfMKe could bh pl^SjCed on the resources of a country so long 
occupied by British troops. The French were undoubtedly 
foiled in their plans by the prudent defensive system adopted by 
liord Wellington, as it was a principal object of Marshal Mvs- 
aena, in undertaking the siege of Cuidad Rodrigo, and Almeida,- 
to draw the British from their strong hilly positions to the plains 
on which these towns are situated, where, if at all, the superior 
niimber of his cavalry might be expected to give jiim the.advan-' 
tage. About the middle of September Marshal Massena made 
a feint of coming down upon die left bank of the Mondego^ and 
actually pushed his reconnoitring .parties, to Cortigo and Lin* 
hares, in that jlii;ection,.. but apprehensive, of meeting a. check at 
the^strougpass.of theI?onte de;MarQella, he, on. the 18^h, IQtb, 
and, 20th of September crossed that river with his whole army, 
at the bridge of Foruos, below Celerico, advancing upon Coim- 
bra by the way of Vizeu* ; . This movement of the enemy was 
met by Lord Wellington with his usual foresight ; and the. intui- 
tions of the French leader; being now. clearly developed, the 2d 
division of the army, under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Hill, made a parallel movement with General Regnier's corps 
d'ajrm^e, by the .route of Sobriera Formosa and Pedro-gao> when 
the whole of the combined army, with the exception of Major- 
Gieneral (now Sir Henry) Fane's division of cavalry, and General 
Le Cor^s brigade of Portuguese infantry was .placed upon the 
right bank of the jMondego, with a celerity which set all ordinary 
calculation at defiance^ Whilst the French continued their 
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«ppro«di upon Coiwhn, by the roads leadi^ over Ae Sierm 
de Busago^ the main body of tke allied army contnued in die 
tdjmniiig villages^ Lord WellingtOD being particularly desirous 
aot to expose his troops to the heavy dews at the season of the 
year. 

Before day*break, on the 26th September, the several din* 
skms of British and Portuguese troops began to ascend the 
heights of Busa^o, from whence the whole of the enemy's force, 
amounting to not less than 60,000 infantry, and a very heavy 
body of cavalry was distinctly discerned. About five in the 
evening, the French piquets made an attack upon the Portuguese 
Ca^adores, who returned their fire with great steadiness and 
resolution. The next morning, at dawn of day, the enemy made 
two desperate attacks upon the right and centre of the allied 
army. The French, column on: the right moved up the bill, 
receiving the- fire of the light .troops, with great intrepidity, and 
had gained the summit, when it was chaiged., whilst deployii^ into 
line, by Colonel (the late Mdjor^General) Mackinnon's br^de, 
the 45th and 88th regiments^ and the 9th Portuguese, directed 
by Major-General Picton, supported on the right by part of 
Major-General (the late Sir James) Leith's corps, and on the 
left by Major-General Lightbume's brigade, and the Guards, 
which had moved to the right on the first indication of the 
enemy's intention. The enemy foiled in this attack, made 
soothe more to the right, where he was again repulsed at the 
Jioint of the bayonet. This second attack was supported by 
some heavy artillery, but an ammunition tumbril having blown 
up, the French.. ceased their fire on this point. Finding their 
attack on the right unsuccessful, the enemy directed his principal 
efforts ugaidst the left of the centre, and in a charge made by 
the 43d add 5^d regiments, Grieqeral .Simon was wounded and 
taken. Brigadier-General Coleman's brigade of . Portuguese 
infantry which was in reserve, moved up to support Brigadiers- 
General Crs^ufurd in his charge, and a battalion of the 19th 
Portuguese reginientt commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Dou<» 
glas, omde a 'suocessful charge upon another body of the eneniy, 
which. y»si9 i^udeavouring to penetrate in that Quarter. Besides 
tbese attacks,' the light troops were engaged throughout the day 
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of ibd S/fth. Ott'lfaefoflowing mortiing the ll|bt mfiiBlry were 
•gain fHirtiaily engtged'on the kf t of the tine. AcmicMay; the 
enemy's caviilry and several columns 6f infantry were observed 
in motion on the road from Mortigao oTer the mountains^ to- 
wards the Vouga. This movement leading Lord Wellington to 
cionelude it was the intention of Marshal Mass^na to place his 
whole army on the Oporto road^ and the position of Busa^o 
being actually torned on the SQithy he recressed the Mondego, 
and continued to retreat to the position he had previously deter* 
mined on, in front of Lisbon, with his right at Albandra on the 
Tagus, passing by Torres Vedras, and his left on the sea* 

Marshal Massena having reconnoitred the strong line of de-^. 
fence taken up by Lord Wellington, remained inactive^ before 
the position until the 14th November^ with his right -upon 
Sobral de Montgm-e; his left flank on the Tagus at Villa* 
Franca. On that evening he retired in two column^, the right 
l^y the road of Alemquer to Alcoentre, and his left by Villa 
Nova, continuing bis retreat to Santarem, where he halted and 
Cook post. Lord Wellmgtodi on the I5th, followed the march 
of die etiemy, and> finding the position of Santareol Remarkably 
strong, he desisted' froni attacking it, and fixed his head^quaifters 
at Cartasco ; and Majbr-Genehd HilPs division of the nmiy crbsaed 
the Tagtts at VaUada, and was cantoned in the towns on the 
opposite bank. 

The retreat of Mardial Massena to Santarem must be con* 
aidaredasft tadt acknowledgment of tlie unexpected reaasfisncd 
he met virith, and also of Lord Wellington's abilities in frustia* 
ting his drigilial plans. Distressed by the want of provinons, 
and his foraging parties being continually harassed by deaiil- 
tory attacks. Marshal Massena retired from his position at San-- 
tarsal, and Ae ndighbourhood, in the night of the dth March, 
and was pursued by Lord Wellington on the following mom- 
ing. It was i)ow that the talents of the rival chiefs were to be 
tri^d in a series of most difficult operations, and bdtb- tiiain«- 
Uiahi. the high character their former services had earned. 

Lord Wellington having detached a considerable part of his 
army under Marshal Beresford, contented hitiiself with pressing 
upon and harassifigthe enemy's rear-guard duivig this meniorable 
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retreat, wbicli continuied until the 8th April, on which day the 
Mrhole of the army of Portugal had passed the Aqueda^ leaving 
Almeida to its fate. * 

Lord Wellington now invested Almeida, to relieve which 
place Marshal Massena collected the whole of his disposable 
force in Castile and Leon, and crossed the Aqueda on the !2d of 
May, without opposition. In consequence of this movement^ 
the whole of the allied army in- the north of Portugal was con- 
centrated betwixt the villages. of Fuentes D'Onor, in Spain, 
and Villa Formosa, in Portugal, two leagues from Almeida, and 
four from Cuidad Rodrigo. In the course of the following 
day, the enemy, in fjumber 40,000 infantry and 4,500 cavalry, 
arrived in the plains on the other side of Fucntes ; the light di- 
vision and the British cavalry gradually retiring before him as 
he advanced. On the same afternoon the enemv attacked the 
village of Fuentes D'Onor, with large bodies of troops, and 
the contjest for this important place was maintained with great 
vigor on both sides until night, when the British kept possession. 
The village was several times taken and retaken, and nothing 
could equal the obstinacy of the combatants, but their bravery. 

At day-break, on the dth, (the enemy having employed the 
preceding day in making a reconnoissance,) it was discovered 
that he had moved the whole of his cavalry and the 8th corps, 
in two columns, on the opposite' side of the Duas Casas to 
Posobello, and that the 6th and 9th corps had also made a 
movement to tlieir left. About six o*clock his manceuvrea 
seemed to indicate an attack on that point, and -the cavalry, de* 
riving confidence from their numbers, advanced upon the Bri- 
tish, which was their weak arm, and compelled them to give 
way ; but in retreating, the British cavalry repeatedly faced 
about, and made some successful charges upon the enemy. 

Meanwhile, the 7 th division, which had been considerably ad • 
vanced on the plain near Posobello, retired in good order ; and 
Major-General (now Sir William) Houston was enabled to ex- 
ecute this retrograde movement, principally by the steadiness 
and gallantry of the two foreign corps in his division, the Duke 
of Brunswick Oels' infantry and the Chasseurs Brittanniques, 
who checked the advance of the French cavalry by several well- 
R.M.Cal. l. G 



directed vollies. The liue was now . formed with the 7di divir 
vision across the Turon, in rear of the right of the first division, 
the light division and cavalry being in reserve, Beyondy on the 
ridge betwixt the Turon and Duas Casas rivers^ were the divi- 
sions of Major-Generals (the late Sir Thomas) Picton, A. Camp- 
t>eH, and Sir Wm. Er^kine; the left of the whole was on Fort 
Conception, covering Almeida. In taking up this position, 
Lord Wellington abandoned one of the objects he bad originally 
in view^ to keep up the communication across the Coa bj 
3abugal> which was, however, found to be incompatible with 
the blockade of Almeida. 

The enemy's efforts qn the right of the position, as now de- 
scribed, were confined to a cannonade, and some chorges with 
jiheir cavalry upon the advanced posts. The piquets of the 
first division repulsed one of these ; but as they were falling 
bnck, Uiey did nol see the direction of- another in sufficient time 
to form and oppose it ; in consequence, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Hill, commanding the piqCiet of the Guards, was taken, and 
several killed and wounded, before a detachment of British 
cavalry could be moved up to their support. The 2d battalion 
of the 42d regiinent, commanded by Lord Blantyre, repulsed a 
charge of the cavalry directed against them. About the same 
time, the enemy pushed forward his light infantry upoh the 
right, where they were met and repulsed by Colonel Guise, 
with the light companies of the Guards, and part of the 95 th 
regiment under Captain O^Hara. The principal contest was in 
the village of Fuent;es D'Onor, the possession of which was 
of the utmost importance to either army, and of this the Bri- 
tish General was well aware. In his attempts at this quarter^ 
M arshal Massena sacrificed the choicest troops of the 9th 
corps^ which formed his centre. Whenever the French ap- 
peared, the British retreated in admirable order, and under a 
continued fire, to the upper part of the village, where well- 
placed batteries destroyed whole ranks of the French columns, 
and forced tliem to flight. Colonel Cameron was mortally 
wounded at the head of the 79di regiment in defending this 
village. The hostile armies remained in front of each other oa 
the two following days ; and in the afternoon of the 7th were 
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empkijedin buryisg their • dead. Puring ibis intervd, parties 
nrere continually occupied in strei^iheni^g the positipii of tliiie 
Britisbj by tbi'owing op field-works. 

On die 8tb^ the ei^enly collected the whole of his wrmy, 
with the exception of part of the second corps, which rc^ipained 
opposite Almeida^ in the woods near Gallegos^ and on the gtb^ 
cpn^nued his retreat, covered by his numerous cavalry. Oo 
the lOtb, the British broke ^p from their position, and whi{a 
ihe light division, supported by the catalry, advanced towards 
the Aqueda, the rest of the army returned to cantonments, ^md 
the original investment of Almeida was resumed; 

Early in the morning of the 11 th, the French garrison of 
about 1000 men, which h;id been left in Almeida, finding that 
the attempt of Massena to relieve them had failed, blew up a 
part of the works of that fortress, and immediately marched out 
and attacked the piquets of a division of the British army 
which had formed the blockade, and forced t^eir way through . 
them. Owing to the darkness of the night, they were enabled 
to march almost unobserved, and at first with little opposition. 
Part of the garrison finally succeeded iu crossing the Aqueda, 
leaving behind them, 470, who were either killed, or woynded 
and made prisoners. 

Thus, after a series of brilliant operations, and with compa- 
ratively small loss, did Lord Wellington, for the "third time, 
drive the French army before him, from Portugal ; an army 
which, according to Marshal Massena's proclamation, consisted of 
110^000 men when it entered Portugal, but after the battle of Fu- 
entes D^Onor was reduced to scarcely 40,000 effective soldiers. 

In consequence of these victories, it was resolved, on the 26th 
of April, 1 8 1 1 , iu the House of Commons, '^ That the thanks of this 
House be given to Lieutenant-General Lord Viscount Welling- 
ton, for the consummate ability, fortitude, and perseverance dis- 
played by him in the command of the British and Portuguese 
forces, by which the kingdom of Portugal has been success- 
fully defended, and the most signal and important services ren- 
dered to his. King and Country. 

^' That this House doth highly approve of and acknowledge the 
eminent and meritorious services uniformly performedby the gene- 
ral officers, officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the 
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British army under the command of Lieutenant-General Lord 
Viscount Wellington, during the late ardnoos and memorable 
operations in Portugal^ by which additional lustre has been re- 
flected on the reputation of the British arms, 

*' That this House doth highly acknowledge the zeal, disci* 
j>!ihe, and intrepidity^ so conspicuously displayed by the general 
officers, officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the 
Portjuguese army under the immediate command of Field- 
Marshal Sir William Beresford, which have essentially contri- 
buted to the successful result of the late military operations." 

A similar vote was passed in the House of Lords, and to 
which Lord Wellington made the following replies. 

. '' My Lord, <' Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 

' '^ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter of 
the 29th of April, in which your Lordship enclosed the resolu- 
tions of the House of Lords of the 26th of April, expressing 
the approbation of their Lordships of the conduct of the army 
under my command, during the late campaign in Portugal ; 
which I have communicated, according to their Lordships' de- 
sire, to the, allied British and Portuguese army. 

" The approbation of the House of Lords must be highly 
gratifying to the general officers, and officers, by whose able 
assistance and support, and to the troops, by whose good coo- 
duct, discipline, and bravery (under Providence), the service has 
been performed, which their Lordships have been pleased to 
distinguish in this manner ; and 1 request your Lordship to 
convey to the House of Lords the expression of my gratitude 
for the favour with which they have been pleased to view my 
endeavours to serve his Majesty, and for the high honor which 
their Lordships have conferred upon me. 

'' I likewise request your Lordship to accept my acknow- 
ledgments for the handsome terms in which your Lordship has 
conveyed to me the sentiments of the House of Lords. 

"I have, &c. 

(Signed) "Wellington. 

<< The Right Honorable Lord Eldon^ 
•Lord High Chancellor^ &c.'' 
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<' Sd-, '' Elvas, May 25th, 1811. 

^^ I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 
^th of April^ in which you have enclosed the resolutions of the 
House of Commons of that day, cofiveying the approbation of 
die House of the conduct of the army under my command 
in Portugal, during the kte campaign, which I have communi- 
cated to the allied British and Portuguese army. 

** 1 attribute the result of the operations of which the House 
have been pleased to approve, (under Providence,) to the support 
and assistance which 1 have invariably received from the gene- 
ral and other officers, and to the good conduct, the discipline^ and 
bravery of the troops ; and it must be highly gratifying to them 
to find that their services have been deemed worthy of that dis- 
tinction of which all are ambitious^ the approbation of the. 
House of Commons. 

'' The favour with which the House of Commons have viewed 
my services, and the honor by which they have been pleased to 
distinguish them, have made an indelible impression upon 
me; and 1 hope, by the continuance of my zealous endeavours to 
serve his Majesty, according to the best of my judgment, to 
prove my gratitude to the House for their favours. I beg that 
jou, Sir, will accept my acknowledgments for the handsome 
terms in which you have again conveyed to me the sense of the 
House of Commons. And I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) " Wellington. 

*^ Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons." 

Previous to the commencement of Marshal Massena's retreat 
from Santarem, Marshals Soult and Mortier advanced from 
the South of Spain, in order to form a combined operation with 
the army of Portugal. In pursuance of this object they attacked 
and defeated the Spanish army under General Mendizabel, and 
forthwith invested Badajos. Marshal Beresford, with the 2d 
division of the allied army, was directed to march to the reliePof 
this city, and was reinforced with the 4th division under Major- 
General (now Sir Lowry) Cole, as soon as Lord Wellington was 
confirmed in his opinion that Marshal Massena's retreat was 'a 
decided one. Badajos, however, was surrendered by General Juaz 
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on the lOlh March^ alAottgh apprised that Marshal Bereafbtd 
wan marching to his relief. On the Sdth of the same month, 
Mlffshal Beresford advanced against Campo-Mayor^ and found 
dte enemy's corps^ consisting of four regiments of cavalry^ three 
battalions of infantry, and some horse-artillery, draWn up on the 
outside of the town. Two squadrons of the Itlth dragoons, 
and two squadrons of Portuguese, charged th^ French cavalry, 
who li^ere broke and pursued to Badajos ; but the infantry ef- 
fected theii^ retreat in a solid body, altfadugh with considerable 
less, and recovered l6 pieces of cannon, which had been taken 
by the allied cavalry. 

' On the 7 th May, Badajos was invested by Mai-shal Beres* 
ford's army, in conjunction with a Spanish corps, cdmmiioded 
by Don Carlos D'£spagne. On the following day the batte- 
ries were opened against fort St. Christoval, and a very bride 
fire was returned by the garrisbU. Marshal Beresford, having 
received information on the 12th that Marshal Soultwas ad» 
vancing from Seville, sent a courier to Lord . Wellington with 
that intelligence, on receipt of which, the Sd and 7th divisions 
of infantry were ordered to his assistance, and bis Liordsfaip 
proceeded forthwith to Elvas, where he arrived on the 19th 
May. Meantime, however, the battle of Albuera was fought 
cki the heights above the village of that name, ahd Mattohal 
Soult was repulsed by the allied British and Portuguese army 
under. Marshal Beresford, and a corps of 10,000 Spaniards, 
commanded by Generals Blake and Castanos. The superior 
number of the enemy enabled him to make good his retreat to-> 
wards Seville, which he commenced onUe morning of the 18tb, 
two days after the action. 

The siege of Badajos was now resumed, and on the 2d of 
June batteries were re-opened against fort St. Christoval, and 
the body of the place. A breach having been effected in fort 
St. Christoval, an attempt was made on the 6th June, to carrj 
the work, and subsequently on the night of the 9th, bodi of 
which failed, and the besiegers retired with loss. By an inter- 
cepted dispatch, which Lord Wellington received on the 10th 
June, the intention of the enemy to collect the whole of bia 
disposable force in £8tremadura, was ascertained; the tiege of 
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B«da}Os was, therefore, converted into a blockade; and the ad- 
▼ance of Marshal Soult from Lerena, after he had beeti re-uir 
forced bj a part of die corps of General Sebastiani and Marshal 
Victor, and the 9th corps under General Drouet, from Toledo, 
determined his Lordship to raise the siege of Badajos a second 
time, and to take up a positional Albuera; offering battle tp 
Marshal Soult, before the junction of the armies of the north 
and sou A. Marshal Marmont's advanced guard arrived at Me^ 
rida on the 17th June, and the' combined army having re-o^ossed 
the Guadiana, took up a position near Elvas, with their advance 
at Campo-Major. In the beginning of July, Marshal Soult, 
kaviag a strong garrison in Badajos^ placed his army in canton- 
menta, having his head-quarters at Asugal, Marshal MarmQnt 
at TruxHlo, and G^ieral Regnier in Merida. . The allied army 
continued in the field until the latter end of the month, when 
Lord Wellington fixed his head*quarters in Portalegre. 

Marshal Marmont having crowed the Tagus, and established 
kinnelf at Placentia, in the beginning of August, the main body 
of the British army made a parallel movement by crossing the 
river at Villa Velha, and Lord Wellington fixed his head-quarters 
at Fuente Gkiinaldo, about two leagues from Cuidad Rodrigo. 
Part of the infantry was pushed forward on the Salamanca road, 
and all communication cut off betwixt that fortress and the enie- 
ray. Lord Wellington, by taking up this position, compelled 
the enemy to assemble a very large force, for the purpose of 
throwing supplies into Cuidad Rodrigo, which object being 
accomplished, Marshal Marmont again withdrew behind the 
Aqueda, arid Lord Wellington placed' his army in winter-quar- 
ters. 

The local rank of General in Spain and !^ortugal was this 
5ear, 181 1^ conferred upon his Lordship by the British Govern- 
ment; and the Prince Regent of Portugal created him Conde 
de Vimiera— ^an honour which was approved of at hpme in the 
following manner. 

" Whitehall, October IQth, 1811. 

'* His Royal Highness the Prince Reg^t hath been graciously 
plc^ased, ia the name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to grant 



unto the Right Honorable Arthur Lord Viscoiint Vfellrngjion, 
one of his Majesty^s most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Conw 
panion of the most Honorable Military Order of the ..Bath, 
Lieutenant-General in the army, and General and Cominaiider- 
in-ehief of his Majesty's forces serving in Spain and Portugal, 
also Marshal*General in the army of his Royal Highness the' 
Pnuce Regent of Portugal, &c. his Majesty's royal licence and 
authority that he may accept the dignity and use the title of 
Cond^ de Vimeira, together with all th^ rights^ privileges, a^d 
immunities thereunto annexed, and that he may also accept and 
,wear the insignia of a Knight-grand-cross of the Royal Portu- 
guese Military Ord^r of tlie Tower and Sword, which hopours 
have been conferred upon the said Lord Viscount Wellingtou 
by the Prince Regent of Portugal, in testimony of the high esti- 
mation in which his Royal Highness holds his distinguished and 
glorious services on various important occasions. And also to 
command, that the said Royal concession and declaration be 
registered, together with the relative documents, in his Majesty *a 
College of arms." ^ 

The winter had set in with particular severity, and Lord Wel- 
lington's investment of Cuidad Rodrigo was equally sudden and 
unexpected. His Lordship opened his batteries on the^ 10th 
January 1812, and carried the place by storm on the 19tfa. 
Marshal Marmont had assembled the whole of his army at Sala- 
manca on the 22nd, for the purpose of relieving it, intending to 
offer Lord Wellington battle on the 28th. The rapidity of his 
Lordship, however, completely disconcerted the plan of the 
French chief, who, on ^receiving the intelligence of Cuidad 
Rodrigo being taken, confessed it was beyond his comprehension. 
What greater eulogium could Lord Wellington receive than such 
a confession, from a French Marshal of acknowledged abilities 
and gi^at military talents i 

To the thanks of Parliament on the x:apture of Cuidad 
Rodrigo, Lord Wellington thus replied. 

" My Lord, " Fuenle Guinaldo, April SQth, 1812. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter of 

the 15th of February, in which you have enclosed the resolutions 

of the House of Lords of the lOdi February, expressing Ae ap- 
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probation of their Lordships of the conduct of tb^ general olE* 
€ers> oflElcers, and troops under mj command, in the si^e and 
assault of Cuidad Rodrigo. 

<' 1 have communicated to the general officers^ officers, and 
troops, the honorable testimonies of the apjprobation of their 
Lordships. 

^ I request your Lordship to convey to the House of Lords 
my acknowledgment for the high honor which they have con- 
ferred upon me^ to assure their Lordships of my gratitude for 
their repeated &vours, and of my desire to prove myself not 
unworthy of their Lordships' notice by my continued .e:(ertiona 
in his Majesty's service. / 

^^ 1 b^ your Lordship will accept my thanks for the haodr 
some terms in which you have conveyed to me the sense of the 
House of Lords. I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) '< Wellington* 

<' The Right Honorable Lord Eldon, 
Lord High Chancellor." 

" Sir, " Fuente Guinaldo, «9th April, 1812. 

'' I have had the honor of receiving your letters Of the 1 Ith 
February, and 8th instant, in which you enclosed the unanimous 
votes of the House of Commons of the 10th February, and Btb 
of April, expressive of their approbation of the conduct of the 
general officers, officers, and troops under my command, which 
were employed in the siege and assault of Cuidad Rodrigo. 

'' In obedience to the orders of the House I have communi- 
cated to the general officers, officers, and troops, these honorable 
testimonies of their approbation ; and I beg that you will do me 
the favor to make my acknowledgments to the House for the 
notice which they have taken of my services, and to assure them 
of the sense which I entertain of the honor which they have confer- 
red upon me, and of my gratitude for their repeated favours. I 
request you to accept my thanks for the handsome terms in 
which you have conveyed to me the sense of the House. 

* I have, &c. 
(Signed) " Wbllinotok. 

^ The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons/' 
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Lord WeHiogton's atUrek tt{)oii the dty of Badajos was eha- 
nicteitzed by equal promptitude of moTetneat, as that on 
Cuidad Rodrigo^ and a disregard of the powerful obstacles 
which threatened to impede the execution of his designs : every 
arraogemeot was made under his: personal superintendanc^. 
Oo the l6th March, Badajos was invested with the 3d; 4tb, 
and light ditision of infantry on the left bank of the Guactiana^ 
and a brigade of Lieutenant-General (now Sir John) Hamilton's 
division observing fort St. Christoval, on the right. On the 
follovring day the' troops broke ground, and established a parallel 
within two hundred yards of an outwork, called the Picorina^ 
which embraced the whole of the south-east angle of the fort, 
and looked into the place. The operktions of the siege were 
Continued; notwithstanding the badness of the weather, frooi 
the £Oth to the £5th of March. On the laftter day, ]x)rd 
Wellingtoti opened his fire from £8 pieces of ordnance in 6 
batteries, aiid the same evening the outwork. La Picorina, wa« 
stormed and carried by Major-General (now Sir James)' Kempt, 
sU^ter dark^ in the most gallant manner. On the 31st of March 
tbe firing commenced, from the second parallel, 6 pieces of 
cannon, in order to effect a breach in the south-east angle of the 
fort ci^led La Trinidad, and the flank of tbe bastion by which that 
face was de£mded, called Santa Maria. The fire was continued 
during the 4th and 5th of April, against these points, and on the 
mommgof the 4th, another battery of six guns was opened. Prac- 
ticable breaches Were effected in the bastions above-meotioned on 
the evening of the 6tb, but Lord Wellington having observed that 
the enemy had entrenched tbe bastion of La Trinidad, and that 
the most formidable preparations were making for the defence, 
as well of the- breach in that bastion, as that of the bastion 
of Santa* Maria, determined to turn all the gnns in the batteries 
0f the second parallel on the curtain of La Trinidad, in hopes, 
that by. effecting a third breach, the troops would be enabled 
to turn the enemy's works for the defence of the other two, the 
attack of which would besides be connected by the troops detk' 
tined. to assail the breach in .the curtain. This breach was 
effected on the evening of the 6th, and the fire of the face of 
the bastion of Santa Maria, and pf the flank of the bastion of 
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La Trinidad being overcome. Lord WelltDgton determified on 
am immediate assault of the fortress. 

The attack was made at ten at night ; Lietitenanl-General 
Picton preceding by a few minutes that of the remainder of di^ 
trodps. Major-General Kempt led the attack : he wail unfor- 
tonately wounded in crossing the Rivellas brook beloMr the 
inundation; but notwithstanding this circumstanee, afid }k% 
most obstinate resistances the castle was carried bj escalade, 
and Lieutenant-Oeneral Picton's division established iri it by 
balf-past eleven. Whilst this was going on, Major (now Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel Sir James) Wilson of the 48th regiment cairried 
the ravelin of St. Roque by the Gorge, with a detachmftit of 
200 men of the guards in the trenches, and with the assistani56 
of Major Squire, of the engineers, established himself within 
that work. The 4th and light divisions moved to the attack^ from 
the camps along the left of the river Rivellas, and of the inun- 
dation. They were not perceived by the enemy till they reached 
the covered way, and the advanced guards of the two divisions 
descended without difficulty into the ditch, protected by the fire 
of the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; and they 
advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by their gallant 
officer with the utmost intrepidity ; but such was the nature of 
the obstacles prepared at the top and behind the breaches, and 
80 determined their resistance, that the British could not establish 
themselves within the place : these attempts were repeated till 
after midnight, with the loss of many brave officers and s^ldiera^ 
when Lord Wellington, finding that success was not to be at- 
tained, and that Lieutenant*General Picton was established in 
the castle, ordered the 4th and light divisions to retire to the 
ground on which they had assembled for the attack. In the 
mean time Major-General Leith had pushed forward Major- 
General (now Sir George) Walker's brigade on the left, and 
made a false attack upon the Pardeleras with the 8th Portuguese 
Ca9adores under Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Dudley 
St. Leger) Hill. Major-General Walker forced the barrier on 
the road of Olivenza, and entered the covered way on die left 
of tlie bastiop df St. Vincente, close to the Guadiatta: he there 
descended into the datob| and escaladed the hc^ of the b^tion. 



In consequence^ of ibis success^ all resistance ce^sed^ an9 af 
day-light in the mornings General PhiUi|>pon^ who had retired 
fo fort St. ChristoTal, surrendered, together with General 
Vellande, the staff, and the whole garrison. 

Thus fell the city of Badajos, by which the communication 
betwixt the French armies of the north and south was interrupted, 
and the fall of Valencia rendered of less moment. During the 
siege Marshal Marmont made an irruption into Portugal with 
a view of diverting Lord Wellington's attention, but retired 
again on the advanced guard of the combined army crossing the 
Tagus at Villa Velha. 

The thanks of Parliament were again voted to his Lordship, 
whose answers were as follows. 

'^ My Lord, '* Fuente Guinaldo, May 28th, 1812. 

' '' I received by the last post your Lordship's letter, in which 
you enclosed the unanimous resolutions of the House of Lords 
of the 27th of April last, conveying the approbation of their 
Lordships of the conduct of the general officers, officers, and 
troops under my command, in the siege and assault of Badajos, 
which, in obedience to their Lordships' commands, I have com- 
municated to the army. 

'^ This fresh mark of the favor with which their Lordships are 
disposed to view the services of the army under my command, 
has been received l^ me with gratitude proportionate to the 
sense I entertain of the value of their Lordships', approbation : 
and I request your Lordship to convey my thanks to the House 
for the honor which they have conferred upon us. I am highly 
sensible of the value of your. Lordship's friendship and kindness, 
and beg you to accept my thanks for the handsome terms in 
which you have conveyed the sense of the House of Lords. 

" I have, &c. 

(Signed) "Wellington. 

^' The Right Honorable Lord kdon, 
Lord High Chancellor." 

'' Sir, « Fuente Guinaldo, May 28th, 1812, 

" I have communicated to the general officers, officers, an 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 10$ 

troops under my commandy the unanimous resolutions of the 
House of Commons of the £7th of April last, conveying the 
approbation of the House of their conduct in the siege and 
assault of Badajos, which you transmitted in your letter of the 
fi7th of April. 

'^ I beg leave through you to assure the House of the sense 
which I entertain of the value of their approbation, and of my 
eaniest desire- to prove my gratitude for the repeated (narks 
which I have received of the favor with which the House of 
Commons ha» viewed the services of the army under my com- 
maud. 

'^ I beg you, Sir, likewise, to be assured that I am duly im« 
pressed with a sense of the kindness manifested by you in t^e mode 
of conveying td me the sentiments of the House of Commons* 

*' I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) "Wellington. 

'' The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons." 

The enemy having fortified the important post of Almarez 
OH the Tagus, and there established a d^p^t, Lord Wellingtoil 
directed Lieutenant-General Hill to destroy their forts, which 
he accomplished wuth his usual ability, and -at a very trifling 
loss. The destruction of this post was necessary for the attain- 
ment of any ulterior designs Lord Wellington might have in 
view in the north of Spain, the communications with the 
French armies being now confined to the very circuitous route 
through Madrid.' 

On the 17th of June, Lord Wellington, with the main bddj^ 
of the combined army crossed the Tonnes at Salamanca; 
whieh the enemy abandoned, leavmg a garrison of 1000 men 
in the fort, on the brink of the river, and commanding the 
bridge. It was very difficult of access, on account of the 
narrow streets by which it was approached ; the enemy had 
employed two years in its construction, and considered it so 
strong, that, on * their departure, a vast quantity of stores were 
deposited therein. 

On the 29d Major-General (now Lieutenant«General Sir 



Iff my) CliptoDi who cominaiided tbe 6t)| diTisipDy ilirei^ted'ap 
%|tiu:k }Q be made upon the fort with 300 men, who were 
i^piiked with tbe loss of 140 in killed and wounded: amoBg 
^ former was Major-General Bowes, ivho commanded tfa^ 
storming party, and behaved in the most gallant nmnner, ThU 
^t$mck having failed, Lord Wellington opened a battery of red- 
h^ shot on the eveniqg of the 26thf and continued biaSre 
until 10 P.M. Next morning the firing re-commenced, and 
%bout noon tbe, fort surrendered. 

. Marshal Marqaont, having been defeated in his ol^^t of 
relieving the garrison in Salamanca, hy the skilful manoduvrep 
otf his Lordship, withdrew his army behind the Douro, followed 
by the combined forces, and destroyed the bridge. A consider- 
b)e body of the eneqiy passed tbe Douro at Torn, on tbe evenr 
ing of the l6th of July, which Lord Wellington was unable to 
prevent, as the French possessed all the bridges over that river, 
tmd many of the fords. These troops re-crossed the river at 
Toro,v on the same night, when the whole army moved to- Tor* 
desillas, and again crossed the Douro on the morning of the 
i7tfa; in the course of which day, Marshal Marmont assembled 
fhe whole of his force at Nava del Rey. 

At dstwn of day, on the 18th, the enemy attacked the 4tli 
«nd light divisions of infantry and Major-Geiieral George An«- 
ffon's brigade of cavaliy at Castrejon, under the orders of lieiir 
tenant-General S.]r S. Cotton, (now Lord Combennere,) who 
nointained his post without suffering any loss, until the dth divi- 
sion of infantry, and Major-General Le Marchanfs, Ma^r^ 
General Victor Baron Alten's, and Major-General Bock's 
l^rigades of cavalry^ whom Lord WeUington had sent forward 
to protect Sir S. Cotton's retreat and junction widi the minn 
body, arrived to his support, llie troops then retired in ad- 
nirable order to Tordesillas de la Orden, with the eneisnys 
whole army on dieir flank or in their rear; and thence to Gua- 
rena, which river they passed under the same circumstaBces, 
and effected their junction with the army; 
^ Tfaeenemy having followed Sir S. Cotton across the Guarena, 
manifested an intention of pressing upon the left of the'oqm* 
bined army, which object Lord Wellington perceived and 
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dbfealed, by directing LietlteiMiit^Qeiieial Cole to attack the 
enemy's infantry, who .were supporting their cavalry. LieuteiH 
aQt*General Cole immediately attacked, and defeated them 
frith the @7th and 40th regiments, which adduced to the charge 
widi bayonets, Colonel Stubb's Portuguese brigade supporting, 
and the enemy g»ve way ; many were killed and wounded; an4 
Major-General Alten's brigade of cavalry having pursued the 
fugitives, 240 prisoners were taken. 

The enemy's object was to cut off Lord Wellington's com^ 
munication with Ciiid^d Rodrigo, and Salamanca, and his 
manoeuvres for that purpose were answered by a corre^ondent 
movement of the combined array, until the £lst, when his 
Lordship concentrated his whole force on the left bank of the 
river Tormes. On the following morning the British Generd 
placed his troops in a position of which the right was -upon one 
of die two heights called the Dos Arapiles, and the left on iikik 
Tormes, below the ford of S^nta Martha* In the course of 
the night of the {21st, Lord Wellington received intelligeaee 
that General'Chauvel had arrived at Polios with the cavalry vbA 
horse-artillery of the army of the north, to join Marshal Marmon^ 
which junction his Lordship was aware would be effected on 
the S£d or fiSd at the latest. 

After a variety of evolutions and movements, Ae eDemy 
9ppeffi'ed to have determined upon his plan of attack, about two 
ia the afternoon of the S^d ; and under cover of a heavy caniioi»- 
ade, wbieh, however, did but very little damage, he extended 
bis left, and moved forward, apparently with an intention to 
embrace, by this position of his troops, and by his fire, the pout 
of the allied army on the Arapiles ; and from thence, to break 
and attack the line, or, at all events, to render difficult any 
movement of the British to their right. Lord Wellington fore^ 
^aw the enemy's designs, and, at the same time, found a favoraUe 
opportunity of attacking him. The right was therefore, roi^ 
forced with (he 5th division, which w^s placed behind Jhe village 
of Arapiles, on the right of the 4th division, with the 6tb and Ttk 
divisions in reserve ; and a9 soon as these troops had taken their 
station, Major-General Pakenham (since killed) moved with 
the. dd division' supported by a hoAj of oavalry to turn -the 
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coemy's left on the heights, vhile Brigadier-Genei^l (now Sir 
Hionias) Bradford's brigade, the 5th division under Lieutenant* 
General Leith, with the 4th division under General Cole, and 
the cavalry under Ueutenant-General Sir S. Cotton, attacked 
the enemy in front, supported by the f)th division under Major* 
General Henry Clinton, the 7th division under Major*GeneraI 
John Hope, and Don Carlos D'Espagne's Spanish division, and 
Brigadier-General Pack supported the left of the 4th division 
by attacking that post on the Dos Arapiles, which the enemy 
held* The 1st and light division occupied the ground on the 
left, and were in reserve » 

These were the dispositions made by the British commander 
for the attack of the enemy's left, and which completely suc- 
ceeded. One division of the enemy's infantry however, made a 
fttand against the 4th division and obliged it to give way, but the 
€th .division under Major-General Henry Clinton, being ordered 
up by Marshal Beresford, who, about the same time, received a 
severe wound, the scales were tumQd» and the combined arm j 
obtained a most decisive victory* The rest of the action, both 
during that day and on the 2Sd, wa^ more a pursuit than a fight; 
wherein, nevertheless. General Bock's brigade of heavy cavalry 
distinguished itself by a gallant attack on the enemy's rear guard, 
makii^ about 1700 prisoners. 

. The loss of the enemy on the field of battle, was 5,000 killed, 
among whom were many of rank; one General, three Colonels, 
three Lieutenant-Colonels, ISO officers of inferior rank, and 
between 6 and 7000 prisoners, on the day of the action. Mar- 
shal Marmont 4ost his right arm, four general officers were 
killed, and several wounded. The other trophies of victory 
were, eleven pieces of cannon, two eagles, and six colours^ 
The loss of the British was 449 killed, 3,011 wounded, 101 
missing; that of the Portuguese, 372 killed, 1,741 wounded, and 
£0& missing: making a total of 5882. 

Of the small share the Spaniards had in this action, fought oil 
their ground, and for their cause, a judgment may be formed 
from their return of loss, consisting of two killed and four 
wounded.. 

The victorious army continued its march after the enemy^ part 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 113 

of wfaidi crossed the Douro at Puente de Douro on the 27tb; 
and the remainder proceeded to the bridge of Tudela over that 
rifer. Joseph Buonaparte, who had left Madrid on the 21st, 
with the army of the centre, directing his march by the^Escurial 
upon Alba de Tormes, on hearing, on the 25th, of Marshal 
M^rmont's defeat, retreated towards Segovia. 

Nothing, therefore, could be more timely than the battle 
of Salamanca, as the delay of a very few days would have ma- 
terially strengthened the British army. During the 28th and 
29lb, the rear guard of the fugitives maintained itself in some 
strength on the left bank of the Douro ; but on the approach 
of the light divisions and cavalry of the pursuers, it crossed the 
river, and followed the motions of the main body, abandoning 
Valladolid, in which they left seventeen pieces'of cannon, much 
ammunition, and their hospital with about 800 sick/ and wounded. 
Parties of the allied .army entered that city on the SOtli, where 
Aey were received with enthusiastic joy. Tha central French 
army, in the me^n time, had arrived at Segovia, with the ap- 
parent intention of making a junctipn with Marshal Marmont's 
corps on the upper Douro. To prevent this, Lord Wellington 
moved on the Istof Angust to Cuellar. On the same day, Jo- 
seph Buonaparte retired from Segovia, and marched through the 
pass.iof Ouadarama, leaving >an advanced guard of cavalry : he 
destroyed the cannon and ammunition which were in the castle ;. 
carried off the church plate, and other valuable property, and 
levied a contribution on the inhabitants. 

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were voted on 
this occasion in the following words. ^' That the thanks of 
this House be given to General the Marquess of Wellington for 
the many and great services which he has rendered to this kiqg- 
doffi, and to His Majesty's allies, during the late campaigti, 
aad more particularly for the glorious and decisive victory ob- 
tained near Salamanca by the allied army under his Lordship's 
command, upon the 22d of July last, whereby the French 
power in Spain has been essentially diminished, the siege of 
Cadiz ibas been raised, and the southern provinces have been 
rescued from the hands of the enemy .*' 

Lord Wellington, finding that Marshal Marmont's beateu 
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army continued its retreat upon Burgos^ in a state not likelj to 
take the field for some time, determined either to bring Joseph 
Buonaparte to an action, or compel hina to quit the capital. 
On the 6th of August he moved from Cuellar^ reached Segovia 
on the 7th^ and halted the following day at. St. Ildofonso. The 
advanced cavalry, after passing the Guadar^ma, moved forward 
on the Uth^ and driving in the French cavalry, about 2,000 in 
number, estfiblished itself at Majalahonda, under Brigadier* 
General (now Sir Benjamin) D'Urban., The enemy's cavalry 
returned in the afternoon, when the Brigadier General having 
formed the Portuguese cavalry, supported by the horse-artillery, 
ordered a charge upon the leading squadrons of the French. 
The valor of the Portuguese, notwithstanding the exertions of 
their officers, gave way, and they turned about before they 
reached the enemy. They, fled through the village of Majala^ 
honda to a body of dragoons of the King's German Legiofi, 
leaving unprotected some guns, which fell into die hands of 
their pursuers. The German cavalry bravely mad^ a charge, 
and stopped the French,^who, upon the advance €^ other troops, 
finally retreated ; but considerable loss was incurred in this un- 
fortunate affair. 

The army moved forward, and on the 12th two of its divi- 
visions entered Madrid, where they were received with greal> 
joy. Joseph Buonaparte had retired with the arn^y of the c^itre 
by the Toledo road, leaving a garrison in Fort La China, in the 
palace of La Retiro. On the evening of the ISth, La Retiro 
was invested, and preparations were made for attaicking the 
works in the mornings when the eommandant of La China sent 
an offer of capitulation. The honors of war were granted hioi 
upon surrendering the whole garrison and all the persons in the 
fort prisoners, with all its magazines and artillery. The total 
number of prisoners, of all descriptions, amounted to 2,500 ; of 
brass ordnance 189 pieces were found, with a great quantity of 
ammunition, stores, provision, and clothing. 

Lord Wellington quitted Madrid on the 1st of September, 
having previously ordered his troops to be collected at Arctalo : 
from that place the army moved on the 4th, and on Ibe 6th 
crossied the Douro. It advanced into Valladotid, the enemy re- 
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treating before it on the Puiserga, whicb river they crossed. 
His Lofdfthip continued following the enemj^ who were re- 
tredtitig upon Burgos ; and on the l6tb he was joined by three 
divisions of infantry and a small body of cavalry of the Gallician 
army, un(t&r General Castanos. On the 17th the enemy were 
driven to the heights, close to Burgos, through which city they 
retired in the night, leaving behind them some stores and a 
quantity of provision. A considerable garrison was placed in 
the cattle of Burgos, which commands the passage of the river, 
and retarded the crossing of the allied army till the igth. The 
French had also fortified with a horn-work the hill of St. Mi- 
chael^ 503 yards from the castle, and commanding some of its 
works. The possession of this hill was a necessary preliminary 
to an attack on the castle : its outworks were, therefore, imme- 
tliateiy occupied by the allied troops, and as soon as it was 
dark, an assault was made on the hornwork, which was carried, 
but not without considerable loss. On the ni^it of the 22d, 
Lord Wellington directed that an attempt ^ould be made to 
storm tbe exterior line of the enemy's works : the attack was to 
have been made by detachments of the Portuguese^ who occu* 
pied the town of Burgos, and invested the castle on the south- 
west side, while a detachment of English, under Major Lawrie, 
should scale the wall in front. The Portuguese, unfortunately, 
were not able to overcome the opposition they met with, and 
the escalade could not take place : the loss on this failure was 
severe. 

The French army was now about Pancorbo and Miranda on 
tbe Ebro, with therr advanced post at Breviesca. A mine, 
which had been laid under the exterior line of the castle, ex- 
ploded on the night of the £9th, and made a breach in the wall, 
which a party of the assailants immediately attempted to storm, 
but the darkness causing the detachment which was meant to 
support them, to miss its way, they were driven off. The su- 
periority of tbe enemy's fire afterwards prevented the construc- 
tion of batteries for widening the breach. A second mine, 
however,' being sprung on the 4th of October, another breach 
was made, which was immediately stormed with success, and the 
attied <roops establielied themselves within the exterior line. 
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Tie French w.ere still qpon the Ebro, and made ao .effort to 
disturb the besiegers. The garrison made sorties on the 6th 
and lOth^ and considerably injured the works of the allies : the 
besiegers, however, effected a brefich in the interior line, and 
lodged some troops close to it. Things' continued nearly in the 
same state till the 1 8th, when Lord Wellington leaving received 
a supply of ammunition, and completed another mme, deteiv 
mined upon storming the breach in the second line, as soon as 
thajt should explode. The attempt was made with great gallan- 
try, but the fire of the enemy directed to the spot was so pow- 
erful, that the assailants were obliged to retire with considerable 
loss. The hopes of final success now dim^ni9hed, especially as 
the French army began to make demonstrations of a serious 
design to raise the siege. The army of Portugal had been reihr 
forcejd by fresh tropps from. France, and by all the disposable 
part of t)ie army of the north, and was now in formidable 
strength. On -the 13th they had made a reconnoissance of the 
allied outposts of Monasterio ; and on the Idth they had made 
an attack in force, and gained possession of the heights com- 
manding that town, where the outposts hfid been obliged to 
retire. They afterwards attempted to drive in other outposts, 
but for the time were repulsed. Lieutenant-General Hill, who 
was between Aranjue? and Toliedo, now sent intelligence of the 
enemy's intention^, on hi^ side, to move towards the Tagus ; and 
it was' become necessary for Lord Wellington to be near him, 
that their two armies might not be insulated, and rendered in- 
capable of communication. His Lordship, therefore, on the 
night of the $Oth broke Mp the siege, ^nd moved his whole army 
back to the Douro. On the 22d the enemy followed, and af- 
terwards pressed close on the rear of the British, making at- 
tacks with their cavalry and light troops wherever they had an 
opportunity, in which considerable losses were sustained. On 
die 24th the army took up its ground on the Carrion, and on the 
96th reached Cabegon, where it crossed the Pisuerga. The 
enemy having found means to pass that river. Lord Welliogtoo 
^roke up from Cabegon, and crossed the Douro on the 29th. 
Finding the French were in full march to Tordesilias. he 
marched again on the 30th, and posted his army upon the heights 
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between Rueda and that town, opposite to the bridge. He 
Continued in that position on the Sd of Novemb^r^ the enemy 
having mad^ no attempt tor cross the Douroy along which river 
their army was extended from Toro t6 Valladolid. The allied 
troops were withdrawn from Madrid^ having first destroyed the 
fort of La China^ and all the stores and guns it contained, whicli 
bad not been carried away ; a body of the eneniy entered that 
capital on the 1st of November.' Lieutenant-General Hill, #ho 
had retired from th^ Tagus, and taken post on the Tacama, uras 
directed to quit that position and march northwards, and in the 
beginning of November he arrived unmolested on the Adaja. 
The bridge of Toro having been repaired sooner than Lord 
Wellington had expected; he directed Lieutenant-General Hill 
to continue his march upon Alba de Tormes ; and on the 6th of 
November, he himaelf brok6 up from his position before Torde- 
lillas, and proceeded for th^ heights of St. ChristoVal, in front of 
Salamanca. On the 8th he took his position on the heights, 
and upon the same day Lieutenant-Generai Hill occupied the 
fown and casde of Alba, posting troops on xhe Tormes to 
defend them. On the 10th the enemy attacked the troops in 
Alba, with a considerable body of infantry and 20 piecei of 
caonon : biit finding tbey made no impression, they withdrew at 
night. On the 1 4th the enemy having crossed the Tormes in 
force, Lord WeHington broke up from St. Christovai, and moved 
with an intention to attack them ; but finding them too strongly 
posted, he withdrew all the troops from the neighbourhood of 
Alba to the Arapiles, or heigh ta near Salamanca. Finding on 
the lath that the enemy were strengthening their positions, and 
pushing on bodies to interrupt the communications of the allied 
army with Cittdad Rodrigo, his Lordship determined to move 
upon that place, which he reached on the 19th, followed by a 
large body of the enemy, which, however, did not press upon 
bis rear. Some loss was* sustained from a cannonade in passing 
a river, and Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget was taken 
prisoner as he was riding alone through a wood. Lord Welling- 
ton had. reason to believe, that the whole of the enemy's dispo- 
sable force was upon the Tormes^ in the middle of this month ; 
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nod he computed them at 80 or 90^000 men, with fiOO pieces 
of caanon. On the 24th of November the head-quarters of the 
allien were again at Freynada, on the Portuguese frontier, and 
the greater part of the enemy's forces bad recrossed the Formes, 
and were marching towards the Douro. Lieutenant-General 
Hill had withdrawn southwards to Coria, in Estremadura. 

Thus terminated the campaign of 1812: — the conduct of the 
British General obtained universal applause and admiration 
from hi^ countrymen, and was repaid with more honors and 
rewards than have been bestowed bn any British General sinc^ 
the time of Marlborough. In the course of the year (18th 
i\Mgust) he added to his former titles those of J^sltI and Marquess^ 
and received ffom Parliament the most substantial proofs of ibe 
nation's gratitude, in a grant of 100,000/. to be laid out in land. 

To the thanks of Parliament, voted to his^ Lordship at the 
conclusion of this campaign, we shall record the foUovving 
replies. 

^' My Lord, *' Freynada, March 22nd, 1813. 

^' I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letters of 
the 5th of December and 5th of February last, in which your 
Lordship enclosed the resolutions of the House of Lords, express* 
ing the approbation of their Lordships of the conduct of the 
general officers, officers, and troops under my command, in the 
service of Portugal, as well as in his Majesty's service, during the 
late campaign in the Peninsula, but more particularly in the 
battle of Salamanca. 

■^ I have had the satisfaction of communicating to those con- 
cerned, this honorable testimony of their good conduct, and 
reward of their services ; and I request your Lordship to convey 
to the House my grateful acknowledgments for die &vor with 
which they have viewed my conduct, and the high honor wUch 
they have conferred upon me by their approbation. 

*' I likewise request your Lordship to accept my thanks* for 
the handsome terms in which you have conveyed to nie the sense 
of the House of Lords. I have, &c. 

(Signed) " WELLiKGToiir. 

^' Right Honorable Lord Eld on. 
Lord High Chancellor .'' 
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" Sir, " Freynada, 22nd March, 1813. 

'' I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 4th of 
December and 4th of February last, in which you enclosed the 
resolutions of the House of Commons, conveying the approba- 
tion of the House of the conduct of the general officers, officers, 
and troops under my command, Portuguese as wMI as his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, during the late campaign in the Peninsula, and 
particularly in the battle of Salamanca, which 1 have had the 
satisfaction of communicating to those concerned. 

'^ I beg you will do me the favor to make my acknowledg- 
ments to the House, for the favor with which they have again 
viewed my conduct in my endeavours to serve his Majesty and 
bis allies, and for the honor which they have conferred upon me 
by their approbation. 

*[ I beg likewise that you will accept my most grateful thanks 
for the handsome terms in which you have conveyed to me the 
thanks' of the House. '^ 1 have, 8cc. 

(Signed) '* Wellington. 

'' The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons." 

When Lord Wellington went into winter cantonments, after 
retreating from Burgos, he found it necessary to issue the fol- ' 
lowing general orders. They contain a severe implication upon 
the subaltern officers, for the bad discipline maintained in the 
army; and are here recorded as an important document in the 
history of his Lordship. 

" Sir, 
'^ I have ordered the army into cantonments, in which 
I hope that circumstances will enable me to keep them for 
some time, during which the troops will receive iheir clothing, 
necessaries, Su;. which are already in progress, by different 
lines of comtnunication, to the several divisions and brigades. 
But besides these objects, I must draw your attention, in a very 
particular manner, to the state of discipline of the troops. The 
discipline of every army after a long and active campaign, be- 
comes in some degree relaxed, and requires the utmost attention 
on the part 6f the general and other officers, to bring it back to 
the state in which it ought to be for senace; but I am concerned 



tp have to obvervcy that the army under my command haa faDen 
oflv in this respect, in the late campaign, to a greater degree 
than any army with which I have ever served, or of which I ever 
read. Yet this army has met with no disaster ; it has suffered 
BO privations^ which but trifling attention on the part of the ofli- 
cers could not have prevented, and for which there existed no 
reason wliatever in the nature of the service ; nor has it suffered 
any hardships, excepting those resulting from the necessity of 
being exposed to the inclemencies of the weather, at a moment 
when they were most severe. It mu^t be obvious, however, to 
every officer, that from the moment the troops commenced their 
retreat from the neighbourhood of Burgos on the one band, and 
from Madrid on the other, the officers lost all command over 
the men. Irregularities and outrages of all descriptions were 
committed with impunity, and loases have been sustained which 
ought never to have occurred. Yet the necessity for retreat 
existing, none was ever made in which the troops made such 
short marches ; npne on which they made such long and repeated 
halts ; and none in which the retreating armies were so little 
pressed on their rear by the enemy. We must look, therefore, tot 
the existing evils, and for the situation in which we now find the 
army, to some causes besides those resulting from the operations 
in which we have been engaged. I have no hesitation in attri- 
buting those evils to ,the habitual inattention of the officers of 
regiments to their duty, as prescribed by the standing regulations 
of the service, and by the orders of this army. I am far from 
questioning the zeal, still less the gallantry and spirit of the offi- 
cers of the army; and 1 am quite certsiin that as their minds can 
be convinced of the necessity of minute and constant attention 
to understand, recollect, and carry into execution the orders 
which have been issuecj for the performance of their duty, 
and that the strict performance of this duty is necessary to 
enable the army to serve the country as it ought/ to Jl^e 
served, they will, in future, .give their attention to these points*. 
Unfortunately, the inexperience of the officers of the army has 
induced many to conceive, that the period during which an army 
is not on service, is one of relaxation from all rule; instead of 
being, as it is, the period during which, of all others, every rule 
for the regulation and control of the conduct of the aoldiers; for 
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the inspection and care of bis arms, ammunition, accoutrement^ 
necessariesi and field equipments^ and his horse and hone 
appointments ; for the receipt and issue and care of his proyi- 
lions; and the regulation of all that belongs to his food, and tbe 
forage for his horse, must be strictly attended to, by the officera 
of his company or troop, if it is intended that an army, a Bri- 
tish army in particular, shall be brought into the field of battle 
in a state of efficiency to meet the enemy on the day of trial. 
These are the points, then, to which I most earnestly intreat you 
to turn your attention, and the attention of tbe officers of the 
regiments under your command, Portuguese as well as English, 
during the period in which it may be in my power to leave the 
troops in their cantonments. The commanding officers of 
regiments must enforce the orders of the army, regarding the 
constant inspection and superintendance of the officers over the 
conduct of the men of their companies, in their cantonments;' and 
they must endeavour to inspire the non-commissioned officers 
with a sense of their' situation and authority ; apd the non-com- 
missioned officers must be forced to do their dut}', by being con- 
stantly under the view and superintendance of the officers. By 
these means the frequent and discreditable recourse to the autho- 
rity of the Provost, and to punishments by the sentence of courts- 
martial, will be prevented; and the soldiers will not dare to com- 
mit the offences and outrages, of which there are too many com- 
plaints, when they know that their officers and their non-commis- 
stoned officers have their eyes and their attention turned towards 
them. 

'' The comnnandidg officers of regiments must likewise en- 
force the orders of the army, regarding the constant real inspec- 
tion of the soldiers' arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and ne- 
cessaries; in order to prevent, at all times, the shameful waste 
of ammunition, and the sale of that article, and of the soldiers' 
necessaries.. With this view, both should be inspected daily. 
In regard tp the food of soldiers, i l^ave frequently observed and 
lamented, in the late campaign, the facility and celerity with 
which the French soldiers cooked, in comparison with our army. 
The cause of this disadvantage is tbe same with that of every 
other description — the want of attention of the officers to the 



orders of die •nay, and to the conduct of their men; and their 
eonsequenc want of authority over their conduct. Certain men 
ef each company should be appointed to cut and bring in wood, 
others to fetch water, and others to get the meat, &c. to be 
eooked; and it would soon be found, if this practice was daily 
enforced, and a particular hour for seeing the dinner, and for 
the men dinii^, named, as it ought to be, equally as for the pa- 
rade, that cooking would no longer require the inconvenient 
length of time it has lately been found to take, and that the sol- 
diers would not be exposed to the privation of their food, at the 
moment at which the army may be engaged in operations with 
the enemy. Y«u will of course give your attention to the field 
exercise and discipline of the troops : it is very desirable that the 
soldiers should not lose the habit of marching ; and the division 
should march ten or twelve miles twice in each week, if the 
W/eatfaer should permit, and the roads in the neighbourhood of 
tb^ cantonments of the divisions should be dry. But I repeat 
that the great object of the attention of the general and field 
officers must be, to get the captains and subalterns of the regi** 
ments to understand, and to perform the duties required from 
them, as the only mode by which the discipline and efficienciy 
of the army can be restored and maintained during the next 
c^paign. '' I have, &c. 

''Wellington." 

' The opening of the campaign of 1813, was delayed by the 
British General from the necessity of waiting the recovery of 
the numerous sick, and reinforcements from England, till May, 
on the 9/d6k of which month the Marquess of Wellington arrived 
at Salamanca. The war in Germany had obliged the French 
to withdraw considerable bodies of their veterans from Spain, 
and whose places were but ill supplied by conscripts. The 
British continued to advance by Zamora to Toro ; beyond which 
Utter place, on June 2d, the advanced guard of English hussars 
fell in with a considerable body of the enemy's cavalry, which 
they overthrew. On the 7th the Marquess crossed the Carrion, 
and on the three subsequent days followed the enemy across 
the Pisuergo : on the 12th he moved forward his right, under 
lieutenant-General Hill, to reconnoitre the enem/s prosition 
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and numbers near Burgos; Tbey \vere found stron^y posted 
on the heights ; but their right being turned by the allied arinj, 
and their left threatenjed, tbey began a retreat across the Arlan-» 
zon^ which they conducted in such order as to sustain little loss. 
In the night they retired with their whole force through Bitrgos, 
halving destroyed, as fer as they were able, the defences of die 
castlej and marched towards the Ebro, on the road to Miranda. 
On the 14tfa and 15th the Marquess crossed the £bro with his 
army, and continued his march towards Vittoria. 

On the night of the I9tfa of June, the French army, com- 
niandlsd by Joseph Buonaparte, having Marshal Jourdan as his 
Major-General, and consisting of the whole of the armies of die 
south and centre, of four divisions and all the cavalry of the 
army of Portugal, and some tr6ops of the army of the north, 
look up a position in the front of Vittoria ; its left resting on 
the heights which terminate at Puebla d'Arlanson, and extend^ 
iiig from thence across the valley of Zadora, its centre occupying 
a height which commanded the valley of Zadora, and its right 
stationed near Vittoria, for the purpose of defending the passages 
of the river Zadora, near that city. 

Lord Wellington halted the allied army on the 20tfa, in order 
to close up its columns; and on that day his Lordship recon* 
Qoitred the enemy's position, preparatory to an attack on the 
inorrow. 

The operations commenced with the occupation of the ene- 
oiy's post on the heights of La Puebla, by Sir Rowland Hiil, 
who first detached a Spanish brigade under General Morillo 
OD this service. The «iemy, aware of the importance of this 
post, sent strong reinforcements for maintaining it ; and on tlie 
other hand, successive detachments of British troops were <Mr* 
dered to the attack/ and a severe contest took place at this point, 
which ended in the possession of the heights by th^ allies. 
Under cover of this position, Sir Rowland Hill passed the Za- 
dora, and the defile beyond it, and gained possession of a village 
Id front of the enemy's line. The difficulties of the counfry^ 
retarded for some time the advance of the other columns to 'their 
stations ; they, however, at length crossed the Zadora at differ- 
ent points, and the divisions forming die centre of thealKes* 
moved to the attack of the heights in the enemy's centre. The 
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' Uneof the latter, however, had been so much weakened by the de^ 
ttchments sent to strengthen the post in the hills, that he abandoned 
bis position as soon as he saw the disposition for attacking it, and 
commenced his retreat in good order to Vittoria. The allies 
continued to advance over the broken ground, keeping admira- 
ble order ; and in the mean time Sir T. Graham^ now Lord TLyne^ 
dock, commanding the left wing, moved on Vittoria, by the 
high road from Bilboa. A part of his troops turned the ene^ 
my*s right, and gained some strong heights covering the village 
of Gamarra Major. This village was carried by storm at 
tbe bayonet's point, under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry, 
and every effort of the enemy to recover it was repulsed. Ano^ 
ther village was also carried ; and the possession of these villa-* 

' ges intercepted the enemy's retreat by the high road to Francey 
and obliged them to take that of Pamplona. Still they had two 
divisions in reserve on the heights to the left of the Zadora, and 
it was impossible to cross by the bridges, till the troops from the 
centre and left had driven the enemy from Vittoria : this wav 
effected, and the pursuit, in which all joined, was continued till 
after it was dark. The retreat of the enemy was so rapid, that 
they were unable to draw off their baggage and artillery : the 
whole of which, therefore, fell into the hands of Lord Welling 
ton. 

His Lordship in his dispatches spoke with high encomium of 
the conduct of all parts of the allied army, but, with his usual 
modesty and candor, gave no estimate of the loss of the enemy,' 
which was severe, and only stated, that there were taken from 
them 151 pieces of cannon, 415 waggons of ammunition, all their 
b^gsige? provisions, cattle, and treasure, and a considerable 
number of prisoners. AnK)ng the trophies was the b&ton of 
Marshal Jourdan. The loss of the allies was 700 killed, and 
4,000 wounded, of whom the greatest share were British. 

The Prince Regent, immediately upon receiving the official 
account of the Battle of Vittoria, wrote the following gratifying 
letter to the IHustrious conqueror. 

'^ My dear Lord, *' Carlton House, 3d July, 1813. 
^'Vour glorious conduct is beyond all human praise, and far 
above my reward. I know no language the world' affords wor-- 
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ihj to express it ; I feel I have nothing left to say, but devoutly 
to offer up my prayers of gratitude to Providence, that it has iu 
its omnipotent bounty blessed my country and myself with 
such a general. You have sent me, among the trophies of your 
unrivalled fame, the staff of a French marshal, and 1 send you in 
return that of England. 

:*'The British army \iill hail it with enthusiasm ; while the 
¥ilioIe universe will acknowledge those valorous efforts which 
have so imperiously Called for it. 

^* That .uninterrupted health, and still encreasing laurels, may 
c6ntinue to crown you through a glorious and long career of life, 
are tha never ceasing jand most ardent wishes of, my dear Lord, 
your yery sincere and faithful friend, G. P. R. 

" The Marquess of Wellington." 

On the prorogation of Parliament, 23d July, 1813, the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, iu his speech at the bar of the House 
^ Lords, aHyded to the battle of Vittoria in the most elegant 
and emphatic manner. He observed, <^ But, Sir, whatever 
doubts may oloud the rest of our views and ^opes, it is to the 
Peninsula that we look with sentiments of unquestionable delight 
and triumph : there the world has seen two gallant and indepen- 
dent nations rescued from the mortal grasp of fraud and tyranny 
by British counsels and British valor ; and within the space of 
five short years from the dawn of our successes, at Roleia 
and Vimiera, the same illustrious commander has received the 
tribute of our gratitude for Ae brilliant passage of the Douro^ 
the hard-fought battle of Talavera, the day of Busaco, the 
deliverance of Portugal, the mural crown won at Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Badajos, the splendid victory of Salamanca, and the 
decisive overthrow of .the armies of France, in their total 
rout at Vittoria ; — deeds which have covered the British name 
with a blaze of unrivalled glory.^ 

Lord Wellington continued his pursuit of the enemy, whose 
r^r on the 24th reached Pamplona. On the 22d, Genera! 
Clause], with part of the army of the north, and one division of 
that of Portugal, had approached Vittoria, 'but learning the events 
that bad passed, he retired upon La Guardia, and afterwards to 
Lopona. On the .25th the French army retreated from the 
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neighbourhood of Pamplona, by the road of Rohcesyalles, intit 
.France, followed b) the light troops of the aUies; and on the 
next day Lord Wellio^on caused the foft of Pamplona to be 
invested. Sir Thomas Onrfiam had in the meilli time taken pos^ 
session of Tolosa, after two actions with the enemj, in which 
they sustained considerable loss. He continued to push them 
along the road to France, dislodging them from all their strong 
posts ; and a brigade of the army of Gallicia, und# General 
Castanos, drove them across the Bidassoa (the boundary rirer) 
over the bridge of Irnn^ The garrison of Passages surrendered 
on the SOth to the troops of Longa, and St. Sebastian was^ 
blockaded by a Spanish detachment. A garrison being left by 
the enemy in Pancorbo, commanding the road from Yittoria to 
Burgos, Lord Wellington directed the C!ond6 del Abispal' to 
make himself master of the place, which he effected, the garrison 
surrendering themselves prisoners of war. General Clausel hav- 
ing remained some time in the neighbourhood of Logrona, hopes 
were conceived of being able to intercept him, and a force of 
light troops and cavalry was detached towards Tudela for that 
purpose : by extraordinary forced marches, however, he arrived 
first at Tudela, whence he made good his retreat to Saragossa, 
followed by General Mina, who took some guns and prisoners^ 
Notwithstanding the enemy had withdrawn their right and left 
quite into France, their centre still maintained itself in the 
valley of Bastan, of whieh> on account of its richness^ and the 
strong positions it affords, they seemefd determined to keep 
possession, having assembled in it three divisions of the army of 
the south ; Sir Rowland Hill, therefore, being relieved from the 
blockade of Pamplona, was directed by Lord Wellington, with a 
considerable force of British and Portuguese infantry, to dislodge 
them : this he effected, and the enemy abandoned the strongest 
of their posts, and retired into France. The loss of the allies in 
these operations was inconsiderable. The siege of St. Sebastian 
was now proceeding under the directions of Sir 1 bomas Gra^ 
ham, sind on the 17th July the fortified convent of San Bartho- 
lone, and an adjoining wc^rk on a steep hUl, were carried by 
assault. General Mina, in a report' to Lord Wellington, in- 
formed his Lordship, that being joined by General Duran in 
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the neighbourhood of Saragossa, thej had attadr^d, on the qA, 
General Paris, M^ho commanded a French division in Arragoit> 
and who retired in the night, leaving a garrison in redoubt. Ge^ 
neral Duran was left to reduce this work, while Mina, widi his 
cavalry, and that of Don Julian Sanchez, followed Paris, and 
took from him many prisoners, and a quantity of baggage, and 
also intercepted a convoy. — Paris arrived at Jaca on the 14tb, 
bringing with him the garrisons of several intermediate places. • 

The operations on the border, between Spain and France^ 
had hitherto been upon a comparatively small scale ; but tcH 
wards the close of July, an effort was made by the French j; 
which brought into action the whole force on each side. 
Marshal Soult having been appointed by an imperial decree 
Comraander-in*Chief of the French army io Spain, and th€ 
southern provinces of France, joined the army on July the 13th, 
which had been re-formed into nine divisicms of infantry and 
three of cavalry, with a large proportion of artillery. The allied 
army was posted in the different passes of the mountain, with, 
mutual communications, and Pamplona was blockaded by a 
Spanish force under the Cond6 del Abispal. 

On the 24th, Marshal Soult collected at St. Jean Pied de 
Port the right and left wings of his army, and a division of hit 
centre, with some cavalry, amounting in all to 30 or 40,000 
men, and on the 25th attacked Major-General Byng's post at 
Roncesvalles. He was supported by a division of the allied 
army, under Sir Lowry Cole, and the position was maintained 
during the day ; but being turned in the evening, it was neces*-' 
sary to abandon it in the night. On the same day, two divisions^ 
of the enemy's centre attacked Sir Rowland Hill's position in the 
Puerto de Maya, the defenders of which at first gave way, buf 
being reinforced, they recovered the most important part ot 
tbeir post, which they could have held, had not the retreat of 
Sir Lowry Cole rendered it expeidient for them also to retire. 

On the 27th Sir Lowry Cole and Sir Thomas Picton, thinking 
the post to which they had retreated untenable, drew further 
back to at position to recover the blockade of Pamplona. Their 
forces consisted of the 2d and 4th divisions of the allied army ; 
and as they were takiog their ground, they were joined by Lord 
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WeHington. Sfaort,Iy after, the enemy made an attack cm a hill 
upoQ the right of the 4th division, the importance of which 
post rendered it an object of vigorous assault and defence during 
Ijbat and the following day, and the enemy was finally repulsed. 
Oo the ^Sth, the sixth division joined, which, is soon as it had 
taken its position, Mas attacked by a large body of the enemy, 
who were driven back with vast loss. The batde then became 
general along the front of the heights occupied by .the 4th divi- 
sion, every regiment of which charged with^he bayonet, some 
of them four different times, and the result was a repulse of the 
enemy, with great slaughter. 

Lord Wellington, on the SOth, directed an attack upon the 
enemy, the success of which obliged him to abandon a position 
said by his Lordship to be ^^ one of the strongest and most 
difficult of access that he had yet seen occupied by troops/' In 
the retreat from it, the French lost a* great number of prisoners, 
A separate attack upon Sir Rowland Hill's position was also 
repelled ^{ier a hard contest; and on the night of August Ist, 
the allied army was nearly in the same position which it 
occupied on the 26th of July. 

His Lordship was enabled to bestow the -highest commenda- 
tions on the behaviour of the troops of the different nations on 
this trying occasion ; and perhaps in none of the actions during 
this war was more mihtary skill displayed by the commanders, 
or jstcady valor by the soldiers; 

Yet one more exploit remains to be related :— The enemy 
continuing posted on the Qd with two divisions on the Puerto 
de Eschalar, and nearly their whole army behind the Puerto, 
Lord Wellington determined to dislodge them by a combined 
movejbfient of three advanced divisions. One of these, however, 
tlie seventh, under the command of Major- General, now Sir 
Edward, Barnes, being first formed, commenced the attack hj 
itself, and actually drove the two divisions of the enemy from 
the formidable heights which they occupied. This part of the 
Spanish frontier was now entirely cleared of the foe : the loss of 
the French in all these affairs was generally mentioned by his 
Lordship to have been severe both in officers and men. A 
private account states it at l^/XX), of whom 4,000 were prison.- 
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en: diat of the allies was considerable, though scarcely ecfaul 
to what might have been expected from the warmth and variety 
of the actions in wdich they were engaged. 

A serious addition to the actual loss was made by an unsuc- 
cessful attempt upon St. Sebastian on the 25th. — Early on that 
morning, when the fall of the tide had left the foot of the wall 
dry, an attack of the' breach in that line was ordered, and was 
executed with great gallantry,, some of the troops having pene- 
trated into the town; but the defences raised by the enemy 
were so strong and numerous, and the fire of musketry and 
grape so destructive, that it becan)^ necessary to abandon the 
enterprize. On this occasion, the 3d battalion of Royal Scots, 
which led. the attack, suffered severely in men and officers; 
and the whole loss in killed, wounded, and missing, was nearly 
900. 

On the 3 1st of August Lord Wellington having directed Sir 
Thomas Graham to attack and form a lodgment on the breach of 
St. Sebastian, which now extended to a large surface of the left 
of the fortifications, the assault commenced at eleven in the fore- 
soon of that day, by a combined column of British and Portu- 
guese. The external appearance of the breach, however, 
proved extremely fiillacious ; for when the column, after being 
exposed to. a heavy fire of shot and shells, arrived at- the foot of 
the waU, it formed a perpendicular scarp of twenty feet to the 
level of the stitets, leaving only one accessible point, formed 
hj the breaking of the end and front of the curtain, a,nd which 
admitted our entrance only by single files. In this situation the 
assailants made repeated but fruitless exertions to gain an 
entrance, no nfan surviving the attempt to mount the narrow 
ridge of the curtain. The attack thus being almost in a despe- 
rate state. Sir Thomas Graham adopted the venturous expedient 
of ordering the guns to be turned against the curtain, the shot of 
which passed only a few feet over the heads of the men at the 
foot of the breach. In the meantime a Portuguese brigade was 
ordered to ford the river near its mouth, and attack the small 
breach to the right of the great one. The success of this man- 
ceuvre, joined to the effect of the batteries upon the curtain, at 
R.M.Cal. I. I 



Itogtb g«ve Ml qfyportUBilijr for the troops to ettaUbh thenar 
ceWes on the narrow pa«f « after a most determined assault of 
more than two hours ; and la an hour more the defenders were 
dA^m from aU dieir complicated works, and retired with great 
\(m to the castle, leaving the town in full {^session of the 



A prise thus contended for ^ould not -but cost dear to the sue* 
e^ssful party ; the loss amounted to above 2,300 in kflled and 
wounded; but the possession of this place Lord Wellington 
jusdy regarded as of' essential importance to the farther operas 
tions of his campaign. The light in which it was regarded bj 
the enemy appeared from a vigorous effort for its relief. 

After the fine against St. Sebastian had re-commenced, the 
French bad drawn the greatestpavt of their, force to one point, 
Ivhich convinced Lord Wellington of their intentions. Three 
divisions of the Spanish army, under Don Manuel Freyre, 
were therefore posted upon heights near the town 'of Irun, 
commanding the high road to St. Sebastian, and were :sdrength-»' 
ened' by a British jand a Portuguese division ou the right and 
left,, whilst other troops occupied different positions for tbe 
greater security. Early in the momii^ of the 3 1st, the enemy 
crossed the Bidassoa in great force, and made a d^perate attack 
on die whole front of the Spanish position on the hdghts^of San 
Marcial, but were repeatedly repulsed with great gall^nitFy by 
the Spanish troops, whose conduct, bis Xjordriiip observed, 
'^ was- lequal to that of any whomiie ever saw engaged/' fa 
the afternoon, the* French kavi^ dirown.a bridge over another 
part of the river, renewed their attaok^ but were again repiiilsed, 
and at length tliey took the advantage of a violentstorm to ivtire 
from this iront entirely. On this occasion • it was not found 
necessary to faring any other troops in aid of the Spanish ihihe 
defence ^ their post. Another attack was made by the French 
upon a Portuguese brigade on the bank of. the Bidassoa, which 
some British troops were moved to support. In fine^ after ^ 
variety of operations this second attempt to prevent the est^t^ 
blishment of the Allies upon the frontiers was* defeated by a 
part only of the allied army, at die very moment when the fd wvx 
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of^'.'St. fiebftstian was taken by «ton»» The siiccess in ihii 
quarter was rendered complete hy the surrender, on ihe 18th 
September, of the castle of St. Sebastian. 

The great event, as it may be very justly termed, of Loud 
Wellington entering France, took place on the 7th of October, 
the day of crossing the Bidassoa. Sir Thomas Graham directed a 
combined force of English and Portuguese to cross at the 
bridge, and attack the enemy's entrenchments at Andaye, which 
they effected wiUi great spirit, though strongly opposed, and 
took seven pieces of cannon in the redoubts. The division of 
Ute« Spanish army, under the command of Greneral Freyr^ 
crossed somewhat higher in three columns at fords, and was 
equally successful against the enemy on the heights opposite. 
Major«Oeneral Charles (now Count) Alten, with the light 
division, supported by a Spanish division, under Generals 
X^nga and Giron, attacked the entrenchments and posts on a 
mountain called La Rhune, which they carried, the light divi* 
son taking ££0 officers, and 400 men prisoners, with three 
pieces pf cannon. Arriving at the foot of the rock on which 
the hermitage stands, they repeatedly endeavoured to take that 
post by storm, but without success, and it was not tffl die next 
day. diaf Lord Wellington directed a fresh attack, the effect of 
which was, that the enemy evacuated all their works to defend 
the entrance tor their camp. 

The fall of Pamplona having conipleted the liberation of tjuit 
part of Spain from the French arms, .and tiisengaged the right 
of the allied army from the Service of covering the blockade. 
Lord Wellington did not delay to put in execution a meditated 
operation against the troops opposed to him in France. From 
the beginning of August they had occupied a position with their 
right ajyon the sea, in front of the town of St. Jean de Luz, their 
centre on a village in Sarr6 and on die heights behind it, and 
tbeir left on a strong height in rear of Anboue, and on a mountain 
protecting the approach to that village; and they had one divi- 
sion at St. Jean Pied de Port, Which joined die rest after the 
allied army had crossed the Bidassoa. The whole of this posi- 
tion, naturally strong, they had fortified ; their right, especially. 
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was made so secure, that it was not thought expedient to. attack 

it in front. . . 

Lord Wellington, owing to heavy rains, was obliged to defer, 
till the 10th of November, his attempt, the object of which was 
to force the enemy's centre, and establish^ the allied army in rear 
of their right. The attack was made in columns of divisions, 
each led by a general officer, and having its own reserve. Sir 
Rowland Hill directed the movements of the division on the 
right, and Marshal Beresford those of the centre. The opera- 
tions began at daylight^ and their variety, with the resistance 
experienced, caused it to be night at the time when the army^had 
effected the purpose of gaining the rear of the enemy's right. 
On the following morning the French were pursued across the 
Nivelle, which river they had passed after quitting, during the 
night, all their works and posts in front of St. Jean de Luz ; and 
on the following night they retired to an entrenched camp in 
front of Bayonne. *^ In the course of these operations," ob- 
served Lord Wellington, *^ we have driven the enemy from 
positions which they had been fortifying with great labour and 
care for three months, in which we have taken 5 1 pieces of 
cannon, 6 tumbrils of ammunition, and 1,400 prisoners ;" and 
his Lordship expresses his satisfaction at being able to report 
the good conduct of all the officers and troops. The loss in 
his Lordship's army, though severe, was not so great as might 
have been expected. It did not comprise any general officer. 

In the following month another considerable conflict with the 
French took place. in their own territory. After the retreat 
from the Nivelle they had occupied a very strong position in 
front of Bayonne, under the £re of that place,, and including 
posts in the rivers Adour and ^ive. It had been the determina- 
tion of Lord Wellington to cross the Niye immediately after the 
passage of the Nivelle, but heavy rains prevented his moving 
the troops from their cantonments till the 8th of December. 
On the 9th, his Lordship directed the right of the army, under 
Sir Rowland Hill, to pass at one point, while the sixth division 
under. Sir Henry Clinton, should pass at another, and both 
operations succeeded completely, the enemy being driven from 
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the right bank of that river, and retiring towards Bayonne. A 
series of movements ensued on both sides during the 10th, 1 1th, 
12th, and ISth, connected with the passage of this river, in which 
the enemy made several desperate attacks upon parts of thd 
allied army, which were repelled with great gallantry. After one 
of the actions two German regiments came over to the allies. 
The general result was, that the enemy having failed in all their 
attacks, and incurred great loss, withdrew to their entrenchments. 
The loss of the British and Portuguese was also considerable, 
amounting, in all the days, to between 4 and 5,000 in killed^ 
wounded, and missing. Of the Spanish were returned only 5 
killed, and 2 1 wounded. 

The eventful campaign of 1813 being terminated. Lord Wel- 
lington, with his victorious troops, took up winter quarters upon 
French territory; 

The great success and high merits of Lord Wellington in the 
campaign of 1813, induced the Cortes of Spain, which had 
elevated him to the rank of a grandee, to give the strongest proof 
of their esteem and confidence, by a resolution declaring him 
Commander-in-Chief of the Spanish armies. This appointment 
was notified in the annexed letter from the Spanish Secretary of 
State to the British Ambassador. 

"Most Excellent Sir, 

" I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the ge- 
neral and extraordinary Cortes, wishing to improve the glorious 
successes of the allied army, with a view to put an end to the 
calamities of war^ which bear heavy upon the nation ; consider- 
ing that nothing can contribute more effectually to the attain- 
ment of so interesting an object, than the placing of all troops 
in the PeQinsula, under the direction of one commander, in 
order that there may be unity in the plans and operations of the 
allied forces, and setting the highest value on the distinguished 
talent and eminent services of the Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
Captain-General of the national armies, have decreed, in a 
secret sitting, that during the co-operation of the allied forces, 
he shall be invested with the command in chief of them all, 
exercising it conformably to the general ordinances, with this 
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difference only, that whatever is enacted* in artide 6^ title 1^ flu* 
' of the 8aine« a copy of which is annexed, shall be extended to 
M die provinces of the Peoinsala — ^that Ulusdious commander, 
corresponding with the Spanish government through the office 
of the Secretary at War. 

^ The R^ency of the kingdom has directed me to request 
your Excellency will have the goodness to transmit ibis impor- 
. tant communication to the Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo^ with as 
little delay as possible; he b^ing persuaded th^t this meritorious 
commander will see, in the above-mentioned determiifatioii of 
the Cortes, a most solenm and authentic testimony of the 
national gratitude for the eminent services which he has render- 
ed to Spain, as albo of the great confidence to' whidi he has 
entided himself by the uncommon talents and military virtues for 
which he is conspicuous ; and by the unlimited* zeal with which 
he devotes them to the furtherance of the common cause. 

** His Higliness is anxious to hear of the Doke of Ciudad 
'Rodrigo having occupied tke abov^mentioned situation ; that 
being officially informed of it, he may direct the publication of 
the resolutions of the Cortes, by which his Lordship, is invested 
with the same* 

** I beg your Excellency will admit of the jMncere -Assunmce 
of my high consideratiou and respect. 

*^ May God, &c. 

29M Septembei^f 1813. ** Ignaoio db la Pe©<iAi5a." 

To this address, and to the Ambassador's accompanying 
letter, die following answer was returned. 

*' Most Excellent Sib,. 

. ''I have had the honour to receive your letter of the ^29lh 
September, inclosing a letter of the same date^ from Don. Ig* 
nacio de la Pequala, by which I learn that the general, and ex* 
traordinary Cortes, have been pleased to direct, thattlie com- 
mand of all the Spanish forces lie conferred on me ; for wbtcfa 
aigna] proof of confidence on the part of the coi^;re8s and go- 
vernment, I request . your Excellency will express my deepest 
gratitude to the Secretary of State. 
<* I most anxiously wish to do whatever Kes in nay power, to 
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pnmiote tnd obtadu th« laoikble object of die Spanisb nation, 
in their just conteat with Ftauce. And I feel no reluctance, lo 
und^take the new task, and responsibility inseparable from the 
exevcise olf tlie command of the Spanish armies ; but I cannot 
announce my acceptance of the honour conferred upon me by 
die Gortes and gofeynment, without the previotts permission of 
Ms Royal Highness the Prince Regent^ to whom I will im- 
mechately apply for this< purp<Me* 

''^ I am the less conotmed at this d^Iay, as having long been 
in the kabk of confidentially communicating with the geneml at 
die heaid of the Spanish armies, as to the general object I had 
in. view in the operations of the Ai^lo-Portugiieee under my 
command;' suggesting at the same time^ such measures as they 
aught adop^ to efectiudly ccM>pe»te wilh me. I .hove con* 
stantly found them attentive to those suggestions, and received 
from them whatever assistance they could give ; and, accords 
ingly, I am convinced they will continue to do so, although I 
do not immediately assume die chief, command^ I therefore 
believe^ that no inconvenience can result from, nqr applying .to 
his Koyal • Highness the Prince Regent^ previous to entering 
upon the honourable trust conferred upon me by the Coctes. 
X ^'.This token of confidence on their part, and that of the 
government, and the terms in which it has" been communicated 
to me, is a most fiattering proof of those authorities, being 
persuaded, that in • the command of the other two members of 
the alliance, with which I had before been invested, I have done 
whatever lay in my power to promote the common cause of the 
allied nations. I deem it, therefore, needless to make any pro- 
tettations on this point, and hope, that in this new and more 
exalted situation in which I shall shortly be placed as Com- 
aiander-in-Chief of the arpiies of all the albes in the Peninsula, 
I shall not only be supported, but succeed in impressing the 
Spanidi govefemniBnf^ Cortes, and nation, with a firm belief that 
ill my measures will have for their sole object the furtherance 
of the common cause in which they are all so earnestly en- 
gaged. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
'• Villa Toro, Oct. 2d, 1815. " WxLLmoTON.'' 
"" To his £xcelkncy Sir W. Wellesley, K.B.i&c. 
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His Lordship, on the Ist of January, J8ld^ had been. ap» 
pointed Colonel of the regiment of Hoi^se .Guards^ Blue; and 
the 21st of June following. Field Marshal. . 

From the period his Lordship's army wentrinto winter-quar- 
ters to the 9th of January, 1814, no other incident, worthy of 
particular mention took place, than the occupation of a height 
by the French to the right of. a Portuguese brigade, from which 
they were afterwards driven without Ioss« . 

On. the 14th his Lqrdship moved the right of the army under 
LieutenantnGeneral Sir Rowland .Hill, which attacked .the 
enemy's position .at Hellette, whence. Gen.erar.Harispe was 
obliged to retire with loss. . Lieutenant-General Sir Rowlaad 
Hill pursued on >the next day, and found the French in a strong 
position in front of Garrisse, where General Hari^pe had been 
joined by the division of General Paris, which had been recalled 
from the march it had commenced towards the. interipi: of 
France, as:wdl as by other troops. ,A gallant attack was (nade 
upon this post by a Spanish, and English division, under .Gene- 
ral M urillo and Lieutenant^General Sir William Stewart, who 
carried it without considerable loss. At the same:time the qen- 
' tre of the army made. a corresponding movement, and in sue-* 
cessive actions drove their opponents. across the Gave d'OleroD, 
upon wthich, on the • 1 8th, its posts « were established • . 

The French at this . time had considerably weakene,d their 
force at Bayonne, and had withdrawn fi^om the right of the 
Adour above that town. His Lordship on the £ 1st of Febru- 
ary, ordered the sixth and light divisions to break up from. the 
blockade of Bayonne, and made other dispositions for a generri 
movement of the army. On the £4th Lieutenant-General Sir 
Rowland Hill .and Lieutenant*General Sir Henry Clinton, witb 
the divisions under their command, .passed the Gave d'Oleron 
at different places, and Marshal Sir William Beresford attacked 
the enemy's posts on the Gave de Pau, and obliged him to 
retire. The two above-mentioned Lieutenant-Generals then 
marched towards Orthes, near which ^he French army was as- 
sembled on the .Q6th, having destroyed . all the bridges on the 
river. Several divisidns of the combined army marched up, and 
crossed at different points,- where the enemy, was. found in a 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. iS7 

strong positioD, with his right on the height on the road to Dix, 
atid his left on those above Orthes, and in that town^ opposing 
the passage of Sir 'Rowland HiU. 

A general attack of the enemy's centre and both flanks was 
then ordered, which succeeded in part after a vigorous rests* 
tance; but the nature of the ground rendered the first plan of 
the attack impracticable: In another point, the General ably 
altered it in the>niidst t>f the action, and attacking the enemy's 
lig^t, posted on the heights, at the same time by their right and 
l^t, dislodged them and secured the victory. The French at 
first retired in admirable order, taking advantage of the many 
good positions ^M-hich the country afforded. Being however 
closely pushed, and losing many men, their retreat at length be- 
came a direct flight, and they were thrown into the utmost con^ 
fufoon. The pursuit continued till dusk, and was resumed the 
next day, when Lord Wellington passed the Adour. 

His Lordship did not pretend to estimate the enemy^s loss, 
bat stated the capture of- six cannon, with a great number of 
prisoners ; that the whole country was covered with their dead^ 
and that the desertion Ivas immense. A very large magazine 
was also taken. The enemy appeared to be retiring upon 
Argen^ and had left open the direct road to Bourdeaux. 

Whilst these operations were carrying on upon the right. 
Lieutenant- General Sir John Hope, now Lord Hopetoun^ in 
concert with Admiral Penrose, crossed the Adour, below Bayr 
onne^ on the 23d and 24th. Great gallantry and skill were 
displayed in bringing in the vessels to form the bridge ; and three 
of the enemy's gun-boats were destroyed ; and a frigate, after 
considerable damage, was forced higher up the river. The 
bridge being completed on the 27th, Sir John Hope more 
closely invested the citadel of Bayonne. These brilliant sue. 
cesses -were not obtained without a considerable loss to the firi* 
tidb and .Portuguese. 

The immediate advance of the army was impeded by a heavy 
rain^' which had swelled the Adour and its rivulet. Tlie enemy ^ 
bad-coHected a corps at Aire to- protect a magazine, which 
being-attacked by.Sir Rowland Hill, they were driven from 
their posts • with loss, and :the town and magazine were takes.. 
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After thki^air the Frenoh retired by both baakft.of the Adoiir, 
towards Torbes,.for the purpose of fonnipg ejtuoctiQn. with: the 
detachments to be sent from Marshal Sucfaet's army in Catalo- 
nia^ !» &e meantime his Lordship dispatjehed Majoi^Geiienil 
(uow Sir Heory) Fane with a detachment to take possession of 
Pau, and Marshal Bereaford with another to occupy Bonrdeaiix. 
-Tbb latter expedition, probably the result of eorrespondenoss 
jn the city, proved eventually a matter of gre^t oooaequence. 
.The Marshal arrived at JBourdeausc on the 1^ of. March^ and 
being met at a short distance from the place by the Mayor and 
-other principal inhabitants, was conducted into the< cify with 
-every demonstration of joy. The Magistrates and city^-goaids 
4obk: off the eagles and other imp^ial decoraittonsy and sponlia- 
^ipcmsly assumed the white coekade, the badgie of tbe. House of 
iBourbon ; aud thus one of the most important cities in .Francis 
openly declared for.ihe coanter*revoltttiou. The Duke di'An- 
.gouleme, husband to the dauf^ter of I40ui8 the XVIth> and 
nephew of Louis the XVIlIth, aecoHs^pamed the British troops, 
.and was received in Bourdeaux with acclamiUioiis. The Mayor 
issued aproehmation to animate the inhnlHtasts iu the causie of 
liouis the XVIIIth. 

Lord. Wellington, having been joined by detached tcoopa and 
,his reserves of cavalry, proceeded on the 18th of March against 
:the French army. Marshal Soult retreated before him^ first to 
•Vic Bagorey, and then to Tarbes« At tifts ptaee he assembled 
Us forces on the SOtfa, but his Lordship making an ettack in 
two columns, the enemy retreated in ell dtreetious, after suffering 
-considerable loss. 

The French retneated with such Qdmty> that they arrived at 

Toulouse on the .24th, offering uo other opportuni^ of actioii 

to their pursuers^ except one attack bf eavabyy in whieb Xhsy 

^euatained scmie loss. The a|>proach of,the comtoed ara^y <m 

the 28th, caused the French to withdraw into the city of Ti»u- 

Jottse, and the swohi state of the Gwromie} from rain and melted 

snow, would not permit his Lordship for some days to ftrow a 

'bridge oyer it, below the towuy It w^s not till A|p^ril the 8th 

4hat his Lordship was euabled to mQ\^ any. part of his ar^iy 

.across ^heriver, at which time no infomuitiou had reached either 
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army of the greM events diet bed taken ]^Iace at Paris, * THe 
defenoee et Toulouse/ nvhich on three sides is sorronnded by Ae 
canal of Languedoc and tbe Garonne, consisted chiefly in a. Aht-^ 
iified suburb, on the left of that river, forming a good tfte^cfe- 
pont, works at each bridge of the canal, and strong redoubte 
betweai the canal and rrrer Ers. Of these positions every ad- 
vaiftage had been made by the diligence of Marshal Soult; and 
the roacb from the Ariege to Toplouto being impracticable fof 
tavaliy and artUIery, it be<;ame necessary, at all hazards, to 
make the approaches on this' quarter. 

Tho 8th and' 9th were chiefly occupied in preparatory move- 
ments; and on the dioriling of the 10th, a general attack Was 
madie. Hie result was, that after a day spent in -sangmnary 
eotffliets at Various points, at its close the allied troops werees^ 
labllriied on three sides' of Toulouse, and the light cavalry was 
#spatcbed to cut off the communication by the only road for 
carriages, whtth remained to the enemy. 

Arrangements were making for a further advance : but on the 
flight of the 1 1th, the French retired, leaving thre^generals and 
sixteen hundred men prisoners. This success was not obtained 
without a loss to the troops of the three nations of about 600 
killed and 4000 Wounded; Lord Wellington entered Toulouse 
on Ate following morning, where he was received with acclama- 
ticms^ and the town hoisted the white flag. It was not till the 
eveniiigf of that day, that his Lordship received from Paris intel- 
ligence of the exlraordinary events which had occurred in that 
eapitarup to the 7th, viz.* the renunciation of the throne of 
France by Napoleon. The intelligence was brought by Colo* 
tiel Cooke, who was accompanied by a Frenchoilioer, <firected by 
the provisional government to convey the same information to 
Marshals Soult and Suchet; The former did not consider it 
so auilientic as to induce him to send his submission to the new 
goveriiment ; but proposed to Lord Wellington a suspension of 
hostiHfies, for thd purpoil^ of giving him time to ascertain the 
real state of affieiirs. To this his Lordship refused his consent, 
and marched his troops forward, on the 15th and 17tfa, to Cas-> 
fteinaddary ; in the meantime he concluded a suspension with 
the comttmndant at Mootauban. On the l6th another offieer 
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arrhkig from Paris 'was forM^arded to Marshal Soul^ who, on 
the following day, gave inforaiation of his hiiviog acknowledged 
the provisional :govemtnent of France. 

Lord Wellington^ in consequence, authorised an English and 
a Spanish general to arrange with the French General Gazan, a 
co|ivention for a suspension of hostilities between the allied 
ar4»ies ynder his command, and those under Marshals Soult 
and Sucbet. 

This was not the only unnecessary ]bloodshed which the delay 
of intelligence for a few days occasioned. Early on the morning 
of the Hth of April, a sortie in force was made from the French 
camp in front of the citadel of Bayonne, upon the position of 
the allies at St. Etienne, opposite to the citadel, chiefly on its 
left and centre. At the beginning of the attack, Major-General 
Andrew Hay, the commanding officer of the out-posts for the 
day, was killed, and the assailants gained temporary possession 
of St. Etienne. They also drove in the piquets of the centre, 
where Major-General (now Sir Edward) Stopford w^s wounded. 
On the right LieutenaiU^General Hope bringing up some troops 
to. support the piquets, came suddenly in the dark upon a party 
of the enemy, when his horse was shot under him, and himself 
wounded and taken prisoner. After a time, all the lost ground 
was recovered, and the piquets were re-established in their former 
posts, but. a serious loss was incurred, both of officers and men. 
These actions, however, were the conclusion of a war now 
without an object. On the 23d of April, Monsieur ratified, 
with the • allied powers, a convention for the suspension of all 
hostilities. 

Ori the igth April 18 J4. the Prince Regent conferred on this 
officer the Order of the Garter; and on the 3d of May fcdlowing 
the dignities of Duke and Marquess by the titles of Marquess of 
Douro and Duke of Wellington in the county of Somerset. 

On the .Duke of Wellington taking his seat in the House of 
Lords, on Tuesday the 2^th of June, €814, the Lord Chancellor 
thus addressed his Grace : 

" My Lord Duke of Wellington, 
*^ In obedience to tlie commands of their Lordships,'! have 
on this occasion to communicate to your Grace the thanks of 
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this house, and the.cosdUl congratulations of their Lordships^ on 
your return from your Continental service, and on your intn>- 
duction to a seat of the very highest rank and dignity in this 
house. Those high and distinguished honours have heen well 
and eminently merited by your Grace, by a )ong series cf splen- 
did and signal services,. performed in various places and situa- 
tions, but more especially on the continent of Europe. The 
cordial and applauding thanks of this house (the highest honorary 
distinction in the power of their Lordships to bestow), have not 
4>nljf beeQ.mp8t frequently and repeatedly .voted to you, with the 
most perfect unanimity, but your Grace has .had the additional 
satisfaction of being the medium and channel, through which the 
like honors have been conveyed^ at various periods, to other gal* 
lant and. merit<>rio.us ojIBcers, who commensurately distinguished 
themselves uoder your Grace's direction and command. In the 
instance of your Grace, also, is to.be seen the. first and most 
honorably tdistinction,. of. a member of this, house being at bis 
first introduction placed in the very highest and most distinguished 
rank among their Lordships,. and ii^the peerage. No language, 
no expression of mine, however fully I feel impressed with their 
magnitude and importance, can do justice to your great and 
unparalleled services and merits; their nature and character are 
such as will render the name of Wellington immortal^ and will 
constitiite one of the most brilliant epochs in the history of this 
country. They have been, frequently, and. justly felt by* this 
house;. I have, for my own humble part, most fully .and. most 
cordially participated. The wisdom, gallantry, and exertions, 
so frequently displayed by your Grace, in a long series of ser- 
vices, in the kingdoms of Portugal . and Spain, are beyond any 
language I can use to characterise or express. Your freeing the 
kingdom. of Portugal from the arms and power of France — your 
glorious career of victory, in subduing on various occasions^ and 
pursuing the enemy through the territory of Spain, 'more espe- 
cially on the signal occasions of the victories of Salamanca and 
Vittoria, the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo and other mighty for- 
tresses — will be luminously inscribed in the page of. British his- 
toryi as well as your subsequent successes, by which you led on 
your allied forces, until you had established them far within the 



ierrilorieB of France. Great aiid jbiportanl as these aervioet iiit 
«i*themaetves, tihcir cousequencee are incalculable, with refer- 
«tiee>.not only to their so greatly aontributing to secure' the {>ro»- 
perity and tmaqfuillity of your own country, but to Uie peace, the 
happkiess, 4be. independence of Eiirc^e-at lai^e, by ii^uing die 
epirit of resistance, and enablii^ other countries to place diem- 
selves in that state which enabled them successfully to resist the 
influence and the power of the common enemy< You will hare 
the heart-felt, the glorious satisfaction, of considering yourself as 
principally instrumental in the adiievement of this great w<H'k; 
and all which 1 feel a conscious pride and satisfection in hm^ 
the organ of communicating in person, and on this auspicious 
occasion, the recent vote of this House, which lam thus directed 
to pronounce :-^That the thanks and congratulations of this 
House be given to Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellitigtoh, on 
his return from his command on the continent of Europe, and 
for die great, signal, and eminent services, which he has so re- 
peatedly rendered therein to his Majesty and to the public/' 

The Duke of Wellington delivered an answer to the follow- 
ing eiFect : — 

'^ His Grace assured his Lordship and the House, that he felt 
himself overwhelmed by the strength of his feelings, as occasioned 
by what he must consider as the Very flattering language far 
beyond his personal merits, in the expressions of their Lordships' 
favour and approbation, as conveyed to him that day, for which 
be had to tender hi^ most sincere and grateful thanks. The 
successes^ which had attended his humble, but zealous efforts, in 
the service of his country, he had principally to' attribute to the 
ample support which he had received from his Prince, his go^ 
▼ernment, and the country, and also to the zealous co-operation 
and assistance which he had received* from his gallant compa- 
nions in arms^ and the valour and exertions of that army which 
he had the honor iq command. The support which he had 
thus received, encouraged and excited him, and gave rise to that 
conduct, of which, by the iTavour of Parliament, its unanimous 
approbation and applause had been pronounced. For those 
honors, and to that of the other House of Parliament, he felt 
most gratefully indebted. These, together with the very kind 
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afid Battemg in&noer h wfaidi die noble Lord was pleased to 
expfess himself^ he repeated, were sufficient to overwhelm one 
who felt unconscious of deserving ^nch a degree of panegyric 
and eulogium. He would assure their Lordships, he had' 
endeavoured to serve bis country and his Prince to the very best 
of his power and ability ; and that he would always endeavour* 
so to do, whenever occasion might require it, in the best.man* 
ner in which his limited capacity would allow him." ^ > 

On the 1st of July, IB 14, the Duke of Wellington attended 
at the bar of the Commons' House of Parliament to receive 
diear thanks. He then addressed the Speaker to the following 
effect :■=— 



€t 



Mr. Speaker^ 

'^ I was anxious to be permitted to attend this House, ii^ 
order to return my thanks in person for the honor doqe me i^ 
deputing a committee of the House to congratulate me on myr 
retura to this country ; after the House had animated my exer^ 
tions by theirapplause on every occasion that appeared to them 
to merit their approbation ; and after they had recently been so 
libeial in the bill by which they followed up the gracious favor 
of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in conferring upo^ 
me the noblest gift a subject has ever received. 

" I hope I shall not be thought presumptuous, if I tdlfe this 
opportunity of expressing my admiration of the great efforts 
made by this House, and by the country, at the moment of 
unexampled pressure and difficulty, in order to support, on a 
great scale, those operations by which the contest in which we 
were engaged has been brought to so fortunate a conclusion. 
By the wise policy of Parliament, Government were enabled to 
giVe the necessary support to the operations carried on under 
my directions. The confidence reposed in me by his Majesty's 
Ministers and by the Commander-in-chief, the gracious favors 
conferred on me by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
and the reliance I had on the support of my gallant friends 
the .general officers, and the bravery of the officers and troops 
ef the armies^ encouraged me to carry on the operations io 
which I was engaged, in such a manner as to draw from this 
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House those repeated, marks of approbation^ for which I now 
return them my sincere thanks. Sir^ it is impossible for me to 
express the gratitude which I feel. 1 can only assure the House, 
that I shall always be ready to serve my King and country in 
any capacity in which may service may be considered useful or 
necessary. '^ 

. At the conclusion of the DukeV speech, the Speaker rose 
and addressed him as follows : — 






My Lord, 

*^ Since last I had the honor of addressing you from this 
place^ a series of eventful years has ielapsed^ but none without 
some mark and note of your rising glory. 

'^ The military triumphs which your valour has achieved upon 
the banks of the Douro and the Tagus^ of the Ebro and the 
Garonne, have called for the spontaneous shouts of admiring 
nations. Those triumphs it is needless on this day to recount. 
Tlieir names have been written by your conquering sword- in 
the annals of Europe^ and we shall hand them down- with 
exultation to our children's children. 

*' It is not, however, the grandeur of military success which 
has alone fixed our admiration, or commanded our applause ; 
it has been that generous and lofty spirit which inspired your 
troops with unbpunded confidence, and taught them to know 
that the day of battle was always a day of victory ; that nroral 
courage and enduring fortitude, which in perilous times, when 
gloom and doubt had beset ordinary minds, stood nevertheless 
unshaken ; and that ascendency of character, which uniting the 
energies of jealous and rival nations, enabled you to wield at 
will the fate and fortunes of mighty empires. 

'^ For the repeated thanks and grants bestowed upon you b^ 
this House, in gratitude for your many and eminent services, 
you have thought fit this day to offer us your acknowledgments ^ 
but this nation well knows that it is still largely your debtor. 
It owes to you the proud satisfaction, that amidst the constella- 
tion of illustrious warriors, who have recently visited our country, 
we could present to them a leader of our own, to whom all, by 
tommon acclamation, conceded the pre-eminence; and when 
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tliewill'of Heaven^ and the common destinies of our nature^ 
have swept away the present generation^ you will bav6 left your 
great name an imperishable monument, exciting others to like 
deeds of glory, and serving at once to adorn, defend, 'and per« 
petuate the existence of this country amongst the ruling nations 
of the earth. 

*' It now remains only that we congratulate your Grace upoar 
the high and important mission on which you are about to pro^ 
ceed ; and we doubt not, that the same splendid talents to con* 
spicuous in war, will maintain with equal authority, fintmeM, 
and temper, our national honor and interests in peace/' 

The Duke of Wellington having retired. Lord Castlereagh 
said : 

" Mr. Speaker, 

'< In commemoration of .so. grateful a day--^a day on which 
we have had the happiness to witness within these walls the 
presence of a hero, never excelled at any period of the wodd^ 
in the service of this or any other country,^a commemoratmi 
of the eloquent manner in which the hero was addressed from 
the chair, on an occasion which must ever be dear to English^ 
men^ and which will ever shed lustre on /the annals of thia 
House ; I move, Sir, that your address to Field-Marshal thcl 
Duke of Wellington be printed." (Hear, hear, hear*) 

On the 9th of July, a magnificent banquet was given by the 
corporation of London, in compliment to the Duke of Welling-* 
ton ; when the Lord Mayor, in proposing the toast of the Fiekh 
Marshal, addressed Mm in the following words : — 

'^ The highly gratifying visit of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to this festive hall, accompanied by mighty Sovere%;ns 
and renowned warriors of foreign nations, is still fresh in our 
recollections. Many, perhaps all of us, regretted the British 
hero was not seen amidst the laurelled conquerors upon that 
memorable occasion. The regret was natural, but perhaps 
unexampled ; for who can doubt but the invincible commander 
of our own brave armies deserved a civic triumph to himself? 
It would be iogratikide not to celebrate distinctly the' splendid 
R.M.Cal. L K 



victories achieved by our own brave illustrious General, which 
accelerated the restoration of peace ; victories not bestowed by 
the capricious favor of fortune, but won by the noble through 
adverse circumstances, and by hard contested struggles with 
rival generals of consummate skill, and veteran troops of ac- 
knowledged valour ; and though every tribute of praise is due 
to the native bravery of our own soldiers, of what avail would 
it have proved, if it had not been directed and raised even to 
enthusiasm, by the military genius, the personal valor, and the 
]iidefa%able vigilance of their great commander ? His Grace 
will allow me, in the name of my fellow^itizens, to assure him, 
it is not in his presence that we praise him most, and that in the 
entertainment given to him this day, they do not pretend to do 
more thap testify their gratitude for services rendered to his 
country^ which, in their estimation, not any honor from the crown, 
nor any applause from the people, can more than adequately 

reward/' 

On ' the .£7th August, 1814, the following heraldic honor was 
bestowed upon his Grace, viz. '' an escutcheon charged with 
the cross of St. George, and the crosses Lattines of St. Geoi^ 
and St. Patrick conjoined, being the union badge of the kingdom 
of Great Britian and Ireland, without the imperial crow% to 
be borne by him and his descendants upon the family arms^ «$ a 
lasting memorial of his glorious and transcendant achievemeiittf." 

The prospects with which the year 1814 terminated were 
those of a durable peace to this country, and a general set^ 
ment of the affisurs of the Continent, for which latter purpose the 
Duke of Wellington had been appointed Plenipotentiary of the 
British Court at the Congress of Vienna. 

The return of Buonaparte from the Island of Elba, and the 
extraordinary events of the new Revolution, of which the imme- 
diate success was no less wonderful than its sudden extinction, 
recalled the Duke of Wellington from his diplomatic mission 
to assume the command of the army assembled in Belgium. 

We have now to record die details of the important battle of 
Waterloo. We possess, and have seen, various accounts of this 
en^pgement drawa up by officers, eye-witnesses, and otheiv; 
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but the mo8t correct, in our opinion, is the nanitioii fumiahed 
by Dr. Halliday/ and of whbafte assistance we shall therefore 
to a certain extent avail ourselves. 

At the close of 1814, the whole of the fortified line of the 
Low Countries towards France had been occupied by strong 
garrisons, chiefly in English pay. Ostend, Nieuport, Fumes, 
Ypres, Menin, and Courtray, had numerous garrisons, consitfl^ 
ing of English and Hanoverian troops. The other places in 
Flanders, as Ghent, Bruges and Tirlemont, were also garrisoned 
by English and Hanoverians, with the addition -of Belgita 
troops. Tournay had a garrison of three fiiglish regiments^ a 
corps of the Hanseatic Legion, and some squadrons of horse. 
At Mons and Charleroi were Belgian infantry and Hanoverian 
dragoons and hussars. In the villages between these place* 
were cantoned troops of the same description:' Namur vras 
wholly garrisoned by Dutch troops. In the interior, the hussars 
of Croy were at Ath ; and the Belgian light horse, wiUi a 
strong division of artillery, at Mechlin.' A Congreve rocket 
division was at Vilvorden ; at Lourain were some battalions of 
Belgian infantry; and the garrison of Brussels, consisted of 
Efigli^h guards and a corps of horse-artillery^ and llie Belgian . 
regiment of carabineers. 

From the time bf the alarm excited by Napoleon's successes, 
reinforcements had been sending from England without inter* 
mission ; and the Duke of Wellington had arrived and taken the 
supreme command of the troo)>s, native and foreign, in Bel* 
gium. In the latter end of May the head-quarters of the French 
army of the north, were established at Avesnes, in French 
Flanders ; and in the apprehension of an invasi6n by the allied' 
armies on that part, Laon and the castle of Guise were put in a 
defensible state. F]eld-Mal*shal Prince Blucher about this 
time arrived with the Prussian army/ in the neighbourhood of 
Nainur, and held frequent conferences with the Duke of . Wet^ 
fihgtcm. 

As 'die armies most to be dreaded were those in the northern 
frontier, particularly that under English orders ; it was agilinirt 
tUs part of the allies that Napoleon determined to direct every 
posaUe force. He concluded that the overthrow of this ahny, 
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and of which' he entertained the most confident expectations/ 
from his immeme preparations againat it, would strike terror 
kito the forces of the other powers, and put an end to any fur- 
ther measures on their part against his holding the reins of flie 
Ffench governraeirt. 

£very endeavour wais consequently employed to assemble 
such an army as should merit the name of invincible. The 
choicest troops of the various armies, with a moat numerous 
ittd well stored materiel, headed by the Emperor in person, 
served to raise the hopes of his adherents to the highest itch of 
enthusiasm : and they anticipated the triumph that would crown 
their leadei- when he had annihilated the British arnky. 

Napoleon in the confidence of speedy and complete success,, 
quilted Paris on the 13th of Sune, accompanied by Marshal 
Bertrand and General Drouet, and proceeded to Laon to take 
Ae command of his army of the north. It has always been his 
maxim to push forward to the most important point ^ and this, 
beyond question, was now the position occupied by the cpov- 
bined British and Prussian armies,- whilst the Russians and 
Austrians were still at a distance. 

At the head of a numerous- army> composed of the yefy 
flower of the French troops, and full of confidence in bis f<HW 
tone and talents. Napoleon made an attack, at day-light of the 
15th, on the Pmssian posts on the Sambre. .Gbarleroi, of 
which they were in possession, was carried, and Genefal Ziethen, 
itieir Commander, retired upon Fleurus,. where he was attacked 
by the French, and sustained a eonsid^able loss. 
' Marshal Blueher concentrated the rest' of the Piussian army 
upon Sambre ; and the French continued their march along the 
R>ad from Charleroi to Brussels, and attacked a brigade of the 
Belgian army tmder the Prince of Weimar, M'hich was forced 
back to a farm-house called Quatre Bras. On the 16th Mar- 
dial filuchei*, who was posted on the heights between Brie and 
Sombreuf, and occupied two villages in front, although all the 
corps of bis army had not join^d^ determined to await the 
c6mbat. His force was computed at 80^000 men ; that of tb^ 
Fremdi at somewhat more. 

Tfafe batrie raged with great fury from three . in t|ie «fter- 
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diooti tin late in the evenifigy the Pcus«ians being -excdcdtiigl^ 
pressed, and in vain expecting succour. They were at leaglfa 
obliged to retire^ leaving behind them fifteen pieces of cannon, 
and a great number of' killed and wounded. The^r formed 
again at a short distance from the field of batti^ and were not 
pursued. 1-he greatest exertions wese made by Marshal 
Blucher throughout this day, and he was frequently in immi 
nent' personal danger. 

The Duke of Wellington in the mean time Juad directed his 
whole army to mafch upon Quatre Bras^ and the^ftb division^ 
nnder lieutenant-Genwal Sir Thomas Picton^ arrived there 
early in the afternoon, and was followed by the corps com^ 
Dtanded by die Duke of Brunswick, and by the contingent of 
Nassau. Marshal Blucher was at this time engaged with the 
enemy,«and it was the desire of the Duke of Wellington to lend 
him asastance^ but he was himself attacked by a large body of 
cavalry and infantry, with a powerful artillery, his own ca^valry 
not baring yet joined. 

Many charges-were made by the Er^nch, but all were repulsed 
with the greatest steadiness : the loss was however great, and 
included that of the Duke of Brunswick^ who fell gallantly at 
the head of his 'troops. 

Although Marshal Blucher had maintained Uis position of 
^mbreufy he found himself so much weakened, that he fell 
]>ack 'during the night to Wavre. This movement rendering a 
corresponding one necessary on the part of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, he retired upon Genappe, Piid on the morning of the 
17th mo^ed to Waterloo, no other attempt being made by the 
<euemy to molest his rear, except by following, with a body of 
'Oavalry^ that arm of the Duke's forces under the command of 
-Ueatenant-General the Earl of XJxbridge, now Marquess of 
Anglesey. 

At day-light, on the moming of the 17th of June, the army 
having come up, the Duke of Wellington shewed his whole 
force, and in a manner challenged the enemy to .fight ; but as 
they did not seem inclined to accept the challenge, and as he had 
learned in the course of the morning that Marshal Blncher bad 
^CQPtetted bib retrograde movement upon Gei^oiix, wber^e the 
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4ik corps of his army^ under Geoeral Bulow^ had joined hioij 
.and that he had decided on concentrating his whole force in the 
.enwons of Wavre, still more in the rear ; the Duke deter- 
mined also to retire upon the position in front of the. village of 
Waterloo. The movements intended by the two commanders 
were mutually advantageous to each other ; and the Duke, in 
stating, his arrangements to Marshal Blucher, added, that it was 
bis intention to defend the position which he had chosen, and 
requested, if the enemy should attack ne^t day, that he, Marshal 
Blucher, u6uld support him with two divisions of his army. 
Marshal Blucher replied, that he was ready to support the 
British army with his whole force ; stating at the same time^ that 
it was his opinion, shoidd Buonaparte, not attack, that they 
ought to attack him next day with their united armies. . About 
eleven in the forenoon of the i7th, orders were given, for the 
infantry to move to the rear, while the cavalry and some ligiit 
troops took up a position in front, i he . enemy remained 
quietly on the ground he had occupied the preceding uight, in 
front of the British . line. . Buonaparte, who had left, about 
twenty thousand infantry, and General Pajol's division of ca- 
valry, under the orders of Marshal Grouchy, to watch the mo- 
tions of the Prussian army, proceeded with the remainder of bis 
force to the position which the troops under Marshal Ney. oc- 
cupied ; but before his arrangements were completed, and his 
orders given for his army to. advance, our infantry had nearly 
.finished their march, and were about to take up their ground io 
the new position* His troops advanced in strong columns pf 
attack ; but when they reached the heights above the village of 
Frasnes, Buonaparte found, to his great surprise, that the Bri- 
tish arniy had retreated, and that the troops against which his 
columns were advancing, were nothing more than a strong rear- 
guard, which fell back as his troops advanced. He ordered his 
cavalry immediately to advance in pursuit, and his columns of 
infantry continued their. march in the. direction of Brussels. 
Buonaparte, who was with his advance, kept his cavalry up 
with our rear-guard during the whole, of the day. 

The position which the British army now took up had bc^ 
chosen widi great judgmeni^ from its proximiljF to the extensive 
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forest <^ Soignes. The village of Waterloo lies upon the grett 
road from Brussels to Charleroi, embosomed in the forest ; and 
a few scattered houses extend to another small village^ caHed 
Mont-Saint- John : about a quarter of a mile in front of this 
latter village, there is a rising ground which crosses the great 
road already mentioned, and extends from a farm-house. called 
Ter-Ia-Have on the left, to die village of Merbe-Ie-Brain on the 
right^ crossing also die road from Brussels.to Nivelles^ which 
diverges from the road to Cbarleroi at the ,village.of Mont- 
Saint-John. It was on this rising ground that the allied army^ 
commanded by the Duke of Wellington, or. more properly the 
first corps of that army, took up its position on the eveniiig of 
the 17th of June. The second corps, under the command of 
Lord Hill, (with the ^ception of the 4th division and the troops 
of the Netherlands, under Prince Frederick of Orange, who were 
left to guard an important position at Hall) was pliiced in re- 
serve on the right of the position, and in front of Ae village of 
Merbe-Ie-Braine, with its right resting on Braine-hi«Leud. The 
infantry^bivouacked a little under the ridge of the rising ground, 
and the cavalry in the hollow ground in the rear of the infantry. 
Excepting a few round shot which the enemy occasionally fired 
^ile our troops were deploying into their position, nothing of 
any moment occurred during that afternoon or the whole of the 
night. It had rained almost incessantly during the greater part 
of the 17tfa, and the weather was very tempestuous during the 
ni^U The ground afforded no cover for the troops ; so that 
generals^ officers, and men, were. e<|ually exposed to the rain, 
which fell in torrents. Buonaparte slept at the farm-house, of 
Caillou, near Planchenois ; and his army halted in the . neigh- 
bouriiood of Genappe. The Duke of Wellington sl<Bpt at a 
^mall public-house in the village of Waterloo. 

This night, which was dreadful to the soldier, must have been 
still more so to the wretched inhabitants of the cotmtry which 
the armies occupied ; obliged to abandon their humble dwellings 
in deapair, they had fled to the deep recesses, of the foi;est for se* 
curity, and in the hope of saving their lives. The rich crops ot 
grain, wUch were fast hastening to maturity^ were, trodden 
imder foot, or eaten up by. thexavaby, and the helpless farmer 



gaw the labor of a whde year destroyed in a single day ; houses 
of all kinds were destroyed or burnt to ashes ; aod the iafayibi* 
tants, herding With the wild beasts, must have felt uncertain even 
of their own fate, should chance have conducted any of the pliui- 
deriog banditti to their lonely retreat. . 

The French officers who have written theaccount of the battle 
of Waterloo, assure us, ihat Buonaparte, as well as his array be- 
lieved that the Duke of Wellington had continued his retreat 
during the nig^t ; and it is said, he expressed hioaself as quite 
delighted when he found on the morning of the 18th, that our 
troops still occupied the ground they had taken up the night 
before. Afraid^ as it would aeem, that we might still steal away, 
the jtiost pressing orders were sent to . hasten up his icolfimns 
from the rear, diat he might .cooMuence the aittack, which was 
to annihilate us. As soon «s day^light appeared on the morn^ 
log of the 18tb, the £xitish army could perceive, from its posi^ 
tiois, immense masses of the ei^my moving in every direction, 
and by two o'clock the whole of his. force appeared to be col- 
lected on the heights apd in the ravines which rau parallel with 
the British position. 

The French army, when concentrated in fropt of our position, 
consisted of four corps of infantry, including the G uard, a&d 
Ihree corps of cavalry ; and if the report of a staff-officer of 
that army is to be credited, it presented an effective grand total 
0f ione hundred and twenty thousand men. 

A little to the left of die road from Brusseb to Njvelles^ and 
ill the hollow ground in front of the British line, there is a gen* 
tleman's country-house, with its appendages, called Haugoniont. 
A walled garden, with a considerable orchard, and.several acres 
pf wood, surround the house, and extend for a considerable way 
into the plain. The Duke of Wellington had occupied this 
)K>p|se| as also the garden and wood, with a part of Major'^Te- 
mml (now Sir George) Cook's division of the Guards, nod a 
i^iment of the troops of Nassau : it was a post of the utmost im- 
portance^ for while it was held, the enemy could not approad^ 
0ur right Buonaparte also saw the importance of that position^ 
99d the necessity which there was for his getting poases^ion of 
it; hfi pent oiders to M?iidi9l Ney, who commanded the left 
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wmg of his army/ to direct such a force upon Hoiigoi&ont as 
shoaki at once take possession of it. It was now eleven o'clock^ 
and every thing seemed to indicate tfabt the awful contest wm 
about to commence. The duke of Wellington^ with his usual 
quickness^ bad soon perceived the nature of the attacks ttaC 
would be made upon bis line ; and when the troops stood to 
their arms in the morning he gave orders that they should be 
formed into squares of half battalions, and in that state to awiit 
the enemy's attack. 

Marshal Ney, as soon as Buonaparte's order was commvni 
cated to himi directed the division of infantry, commanded by 
Jerome Buonaparte, to advance upon Hougoinont; and about 
half past eleven o'clock, the first columns of this division made 
their appearance upon the ravine, or rather hollow ground, which 
leads down from the public-house of La Belle Alliance to the 
Chateau. The two brigades of artillery belonging to M ajor- 
General Cook's division had taken up a position on the ridge 
of the hill in front of the line of infantry, and the moment the 
enemy oiade his appearance, our nine-pounders opened upon his 
columns. The artillery officers had got the range so accurately, 
that almost every^sfaot and shell fell in the very centre of his 
masses; so great was the effect produced by these few guns, 
that all Jerome's bravery could not make bis soldiers advance, 
and in a moment they were again hid by the rising ground, from 
under cover 0i which they bad but just emerged. This, whieh 
was the cx>mmeii€eiDent of the action, was considered a very 
£ftvourable omen by our brave soldiers who witnessed it; and for 
a .short time they were much amused with tbe manceuvres of 
Jerome's division, and the cautious manner in which it seemed 
to emeigie from its hiding-place. 

Tbra state of things, however, did not continue long, as other 
great movements werd observed to be preparing throughout the 
enemy'd line. A powerful artiilery was brought to bear upon 
ottT guns tiiat so annoyed his first advance, and Jerome's troops 
gained the outskirts of the wood, where Uiey became engaged 
with our ligbt. troops* By mid^day the camionade was general. 
The great road from Brussels to Charleroi ran through the 
centre of the Bnlish position. Upon the right of this (6ad, and 
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upon the declivity of wkat is properly called the height or Mount 
of Saint John, there is a large farm-bouse with offices, called La 
Haye Sainte, surrounded by a high wall. The garden attached 
to diis house, which has only a brush-wood fence, runs for 
about fifty yards into the plain : this formed another covering 
|K>int of importance, which the Duke of Wellington had taken 
care to occupy with a considerable force of the light troops of 
the King's German Legion. The great object of Buonaparte, 
in this important battle, was evidently to force our centre, and 
at the same time turn our right flank ; so that by surrounding and 
laking prisoners,, as it were, one half of our line, he might com- 
pletely paralyse and destroy the effect of the other half. Un- 
fortunately, our centre was the weakest part of our position, and 
ppon that part he directed his first grand attack to be made 
about noon. 

An immense mass of infantry, followed by a -column of up- 
ward$ of twelve thousand cavalry, advanced upon the points 
occupied by &e Sd and 5th divisions, and the left of the Guards, 
covered by afire from upwards of one hundred pieces of artillery. 
.These columns;, which seemed to advance with a certainty of 
success, were led by Count D'Erlon in person. They advanced 
almost to the muzzles of our muskets; but here they soon found 
they had Britons to contend with; our fellows gave them a vol- 
.ley, and cheering, rushed on to the charge, which they did not 
stand to receive, and our cavalry emerging from the hollow 
ground where they had hitherto been concealed from the enemy^s 
yiew, passed through the openings between the squares, and 
charging the enemy's cavalry, succeeded completely in dispersing 
them, and driving them back upou their own line. 

In this conflict, which was dreadful while it lasted, the enemy 
was baffled in all his attempts, and, besides : the killed and 
wounded, lost several thousand prisoners' and an eagle; but the 
British army had also to lament the ! loss of one of k» brightest 
ornaments, and his Majesty one of his best officers. The galknt 
Sir Thomas Picton fell, mortally wounded, in leading on the 5th 
division. He had only joined the army on t(ie 1 5th. His exer- 
tions contributed greatly to the succesa.of the I6tb, when U^ 
divisi9nwas engaged singly for several hours with the troops 
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umderMey. . Though severely wounded he concealed ic jBrom 
ev^ry one but his servant, and went thh>ugh all the fiitigttea of 
the 17th. On the. 18th, as die Uuke of WeUinglon has feel- 
ingly, expressed it in the public dispatch, ''he fell gloriously 
leading his division to a charge with bayonets, by which one of 
the most serious attacks made by fkit enemy upon our position 
was defeated/* 

From the commeoceaMBt of the action little manosuvriag 
wi|s necessary in eidier army. The points which Buonaparte 
had ^t first attacked, were again and again assailed with fresh 
troops, wbich obliged the Duke to move up reinforcements to 
Hougomont and to the eentre. So overwhelming were tfae 
masses that were brought to bear upon these points, that vie* 
lory sometimes seemed to hover over the Imperial Eagles; but 
the consummate judgment of the Duke of Wellington, and the 
bravery of .die British troops, overcame all his efforts. 

About three o'clock, when he found that Jerome's division 
could not drive the Guards from Hougomont, he ordered the 
Chateau to be set on fire. The. shells from several mortars, 
whicb were brought to bear upon the houses, soon had the de* 
sired effect : but our troops, retiring into the garden, did not 
yield one inch . of their ground ; and the only thing which the 
eliemy gained by this measure, was the destruction of a few of 
our wounded, who were too ill to be removed, and who fell a 
prey to the flames. The troops in La Haye Sainte having ex- 
pended their ammunition, were obliged to retire for a moment 
from that point, and the enemy got possession of the house and 
garden ; but as soon as a reinforcement of our troops could b6 
moved up, he was driven from that as well as every other point 
which he had attiicked : and at no period during the day, not- 
withstanding the heavy masses of infantry and cavalry which 
were advanced against our centre, dme after time, was he 
able to force our position ; and the possession of the advanced 
post of La Haye Sainte, for a few minutes, may be said to have 
been, die greatest advantage he ever gained. The battle con- 
linued to rage with • unabated fury, and the numbers of brave 
men who wore continually falUng on both sides was very great, 
vdda the rapidity with vrhioh the columns of attack succeeded 
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each other, seemed to iodicate for a time, that the resources of 
ihe enemy were inexhaostible. The artillery oti both sides was 
well served : hut Buonaparte had upwards of two hundred and 
fifty pieces in the field ; while the train of the Allied army under 
the Duke of Wellington did not exceed one hnndred guns, nine* 
pounders. Notwithstanding our inferiority in this arm, which 
was still more apparent from the size of the enemy's guns (being 
twelve-pounders) than from their numbers^ .ours wet*e so well 
fought, that it is allowed by all they did equal execution. 
' About two o'clock the Duke of Wellington dispatched an 
officer of his staff to the head-quarters of Marshal Blucber, t<> 
iiscertain his moveinents, and to know when it was probable his 
advance would come in contact with the enemy. This officer 
found the Prussian General at the village of Issues, where h^ 
gained the information required. 

It has already been stated that on the l6th^ a part of the Pra»^ 
6ian army fought, [and for a whole day defied the efforts of the 
enemy to drive them from their position. At night they were sur^ 
prised, and obliged to retreat. On the evening of the }7th, the 
broken columns, whose loss had been immense, after havii^ 
retired upwards of thirty miles, were completely reorganised t 
and at break of day, on the nioming4>f the 18th, the whole ad- 
vanced from Wavre to join the British army at Waterloo. 

The 2d and 4th Corps were directed, by Marshal Blucher, to 
proceed by Saint Lambert, and to attack the enemy, in the rear 
of his right flank near FrichmOnt. The first corps, with the 
Commander in chief, moved by Ohain so as to unite with the 
left of the British line at Ter4a-Haye; while the 3d corps, 
which formed the reserve, was directed to follow in the rear of 
die first. General Bulow, Who commanded the 4th corps, found 
great difficulty in passing the defile of Saint Lambert, and bis 
advance was considerably retarded ; yet, true to the promise of 
his Commander in chief, two of his brigades were in the position 
assigned theiii on the enemy's right flank by four o'clock in the 
afternoon. Bulow commenced his attack almost immediately; 
hnt his numbers were too few to make any serious impreasion. 
About six o'clock, when Marshal Blucher was nearly in sight 
of the field of battle, he received intdligence'tfaatfais i^strve had 
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be&k attacked by Marshal Grouchy^ 9fkd wsu driven from its posir 
tiw near Wavre ; diis iofofmatioii made oo alterattioB in the 
Marshal's arrapgem^ntSy as he well knew that the fate of Eut 
rope would be decided on.t^e field to which he was advancing. 

It was 90W half-past seyen o'clock, and the issue of the battle 
was still doubtful. The greater part of Lord Hill'^ corps of 
the British army had been moved up at different periods to th^ 
support of the 1st corps. The whole of General Bulow'a 
corps, and part of tlie 2d corps of the Prussian army had ar<* 
rived at their position near Frichmont^ and Uieir attack in that 
direction M^as sufficiently ppwerful to oblige the enemy^ to give 
w-s^ on his right ; which Buonaparte haying observed, conceive4 
that the moment was now arrived when he must put an end t^ 
the engagement-. He inforpied his Generals that the firing on 
the right was occasioned by the arrival of General Grouty V 
corps. This gave fresh hppes lo his tropps, already beginnii^ 
to despair, and lie immediately gave orders to form tb^ lasf 
coiuma of aittack. 'I'his column was composed principally of 
the guard which had hitherto suffered but little ; he gave direc- 
tions for the whole of the line to second this effort^ upon whicb^ 
be said the victory depended^ and, placing himself at their head, 
ti^y .advanced in .double quick time. , 

These veteran warriors, so long esteemed the first troops 19 
^^rope, advanced across the plain which divided the two ar- 
mies with a firmness which nothing could exceed; and though 
our grape aad canister shot made dreadful havoc in their ranks, 
they were never disconcerted foe a single moment. Our infanr 
try remained firm in their positioni until Ae enemy's front line 
was nearly in contact with them, when, with a well-directecl 
volley, and a British cheer, they rushed on to the cliarge with 
bayonets. This charge even the Imperial Guard could npt 
stand against^ and those undaunted troops, . who at ope tim^ 
considered themselves the conquerors .of the world, were obliged 
to give way. In this attack the British and French guards 
were, for the first time, fairly opposed to . each other. The 
shock for a moment was dreadful. The enemy refused Jo , 
take or give quarter, and the carnage was horrible. At last the 
iKbole of tkw. ranks weie broken^ all. dbciplane was at an encj. 
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and they began to giTe way in the utmost confusion/ The 
Duke of Weliington^ who was on the spot, was not inatttothre 
to the manner in which the enemy retired from this attack, aiid^ 
thoogh his left was still pressed, he ordered the whole line of 
mfontry, snplported by the cavalry and artillery, to advance. 
This order was no, sooner given than the enemy's position was 
carried, and from which he retired in great disorder, leaving in 
our possession a number of prisoners, and upwards of one hun- 
dred and fifty pieces of cannon, with their animunilfon. Before 
the disorganised masses of the French had cleared the ravine by 
which they retired, the right and left of the Britfsh Kne were 
nearly in contact, and the enemy in a manner surirounded. 
What added greatly to the confusion of the beaten foe, was a 
gallant chaise by General Ziethen's corps upon his right flank, 
at the moment the British advanced in front. ' Marshal Blu- 
cher, who had joined with bis first corps at the titne this deci- 
sive charge was going on, advanced with his troops, and about 
nine o'clock met the Duke of Wellington at a small puMic- 
hduse, called La Belle Alliance, and mutually 'saluted' each other 
«3' victors. 

The British army, which had been so warmly engaged for 
upwards of nine hours, was now haltcfd, and the pursuit left 
to the Prussians. Though they had already marched many 
lieagues, all fatigue was forgotten when in the presence of their 
enemy. About half past nine Marshal Blucher assembled the 
whole of his 8U|ierior officers^ and gave orders for them to s6nd 
eVery tnan and horse in pursuit. - ^ 

The enemy continued to retreat during the night, his cavidry 
and infantry forming one confused mass. The Marshals, Ge« 
nerals> and Officers of ail ranks, were mingled with the mob, 
-and pressed forward by the torrent ; no one thought of giving 
orders, and every one seemed to act only from the impulse or 
terror of the moment. The Prussian cavalry did not allow 
tiiem one moment's repose. 

* On the S2d of June^ 1815, a message was delivered to both 
Houses of Parliament from the Prince Regent, recomaiendihg 
to them ^^' to enable his Royal Highness to'graot such addi- 
tional provision- to FieM^Marsfaal the Duke of Welfiiigton^ aa 
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slmll afford a further proof of the (^onioii entertained by Parlia-* 
meiit of the Duke of Wellington's transcendant services, and of 
the gratitude and aiunificeace of the British nation/' Parlia*' 
ment, never backward at such a call, unanimously concurred in a ' 
vote for adding the sum of ^00,0001. to the former liberal' 
grants by which its sense of his extraordinary merits had been 
demonstrated. The thanks of both houses were voted, to hia 
Grace^"*— *^ for the consummate ability, unexampled exertiop^^ 
and irresistible valour displayed by him on the 18th of June/' 8tp» 

The British Minister^ Lord Castlereagh, in the House of Coin* 
mons, summed up the great achievements of the Duke of Wd- 
lington and the events of thisjast grand and decisive batde^. in a 
manner .that.should be recorded in his Grace!s Memoirs. , . 

^* It will be confessed that whatever the former fame of the' 
Duke of Wellington might have been, yet, iu all the various 
occurrences of his life, in all those great achieyements which 
he had performed^ and which had called for the thanljLS of the 
Natkm, he had never before attained to a height of glory.like 
the present. — And in all the great events which he had been* 
engaged in, and those scenes that he had witnessed, it had never 
before fallen to the lot of this illustrious Commander to render 
so great a service to his country, so extensive a benefit to tlie 
world. — There was in the present victory an acknowledged pre-* 
eminence over all those that had preceded it : but when we 
looked at its influence and combination, in which are bound up 
all the interests of the civilized world, it was almost impossible 
to conceive an idea adequate to its magnitude and importance, 
llie position of the Allied. Army, previously to the. late one,' 
was a veiy peculiar one^ find, without meaning to impute blame^ 
or to suppose any neglect of security, he must say that the' 
circumstance of. the armies not being actually engaged in .hosti- 
lities, necessarily led to a distribution :of force for the mor« 
convenient obtainment of subsistence for so. large an army. 
The whole line of troops destined to act upon France not being 
equally advanced, it was clearly not. the interest of the Allies to 
become the assailants ; the army, therefore, which was to act 
upov^ the offensive, making its point of union the point it chose 
for an attack, must have a great advantage Qver an army situated 
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as die Allied Arttij was : and yet it was impossible to ^\tbi that 
position.; for if Marshal filticher and the Duke of Wellii^ton 
hod concentrated their forces, they must bate left open a long 
line of country at the mercy of the enemy, who might have 
dkade use of such a lapse for the most important ends : and 
therefore, not imputing any neglect of preparation to the Com- 
mahder, it must be evident that the attacking army would have 
the advantage. With such a force on the frontiers of France, 
it was with Buonaparte a greait object to attack it in some 
powerful point before the Combined Powers were all perfectly 
ready For operations ; and accordingly he hM acted with ali the 
decision of character and energy of mind that he was known to 
possess, and as soon as he couM leave Paris he joined his army, 
and directing it to the North, commenced his operations. In 
considering the nature and extent of the forces engaged, he 
must obserte, that of the ten corps d'a?m^ which France 
possessed, the five which were complete were united trader 
Buonaparte, together with his guard, and other cavalry. These 
troops had certainly maintained their ancient character; and 
one feature of the victory was, that it had been gained over the 
best troops of Fi-ance, and that too, at a moment when they 
displayed all their ardour, and when their conduct even Surpassed 
all that they had before performed ; although this force did not 
amount to less than one hundred and thirty or forty diousand 
men, the fiower of the French army ! — That was a regular and 
disciplined army, even before the Bourbons quitted France, 
and for which, since the return of Buonaparte, every thing had 
been done to make it effective; it was th^ force which had 
been selected, and combined to act upon the northern frontier. 
To particularize the conduct of any part of Ae Allied Army 
would be invidious, where all had acquitted themselves with 
nearly equal bravery; but he might.be allowed to say, thai 
except the British part, (who thetnselves were only sUch as the 
country could spare at a time when a strong detachment of our 
veteran troops had been nent to America) nearly the whole was » 
green army: the Allies, particularly the Dutch, Belgians, 
Hanoverians, and troops of Nassau, were chiefly yonng sdkKers; 
and dedux^ting the absent corps, consisting of £5^000, uiiider 
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Prince Frederick^ aod the other corps distribinted. along the line 
to the northward, there was not in action a greater nuinber than 
64,000 men, to support the. attack of the whole French arm j. 
He fully felt what we owed to the illustriotti Prussians, who 
were ready to support the British army, and eosbled them to 
make that movement, without which the Duke could not have 
obtained such an advantage over a superior force. The effof 
he made was crowned with succestf ; and with his energy of 
mind, and example of person, it was certain diat raudi wonM 
be effected. — But from that example it was dreadful tb reflect 
OB the risks to which his valuable Ufe was exposed ;-^i) lact, 
such' was his dauntless activity, Aat he was much more exposed 
then any. pitiyate soldier, who could only bear the hazard of a 
single spot; but the Duke was every where, at least wherever 
danger was. — Under the circumstances in which the Duke of 
Wellington found himself at the end of the day, when the French 
hadJbeeo repulsed^ and General Bulow advanced, he put. him- 
self in motion, and attacked the French : their lines did not 
resist, as (Kir's had done ; he forced the second line, routed their 
whole army, and took mor^ than half thejartillery of dieir army and 
its ammunition. — It was impossible to attempt to predict what 
would be the result of this victory ; but this much was certain, 
that the Duke of Wellington had been enabled to follow the 
enemy unth an army that had been either fighting or marching 
the whole day beforei The French bad attacked with their 
usual temerity: by this he did not mean to censure them; 
Buonaparte was justified in his attempt; he had been driven 
back ; but if he could have succeeded, the effect would have 
been fully e({ual to the sacrifice made to obtain the object." 

The States-General conferred on the Duke of Wellington, on 
account of this n^ost splendid victory, a donation, consisting of 
lands and woods, situated in the very theatre of his triumph. 
La Belle Alliance, Hoagomont, &c. producing an annual 
revenue of 20,000 Dutch florins (2000/.), as a testimony of the 
national gratitude* 

The title of " Prince of Waterloo^ was given to the Duke 
by the King of the Netherlands ; the order of '' die Crown of 
Rue/' by the King of Saxony; and the order of ^< Fidelity,'' 
R.M.Cal. I. L 
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of the first class, accompanied with a gold snuff box^ enriched 
with valuable diamonds, by the Grand Duke of Baden. 

At the congress of Aix-la-Chapelle^ His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington was present as a minister from this country ; and, 
whilst Uiere, appointed by the £mperors of Russia and Austria, 
and King of Prussia, to the rank of Field- Marshal in their 
armies* 

Fi'om the King of France the Duke of Wellington has received 
H. variety of presents, including a diamond grand cross of the 
order of the Holy Ghost, valued at 500,000 francs. From the 
King of Portugal he has received a superb service of plate; 
and from other sovereigns, gifts of almost erery description. 

For the purpose of recording two letters to His Grace, the one 
from the Prince Regent, and the other from the Emperor of 
Russia, we shall mention that a shot was fired at the Duke 
whilst in Paris early in 1818. . 

" My dear Friend, " Carlton House, 14th Feb. 1818. 

'' I caiinot deny niyself the pleasure of writing you a few 
lines, for the purpose of expressing to you both the happiness 
which I feel at the news which has just reached me of your 
escape from a base attempt formed against you, and the 
sentiments of horror and indignation with which I was filled at 
the infamy and baseness of such an atrocious attack. I can 
only, in common with the rest of the nation, offer up thanks- 
giving to the supreme goodness of Divine Providence, for 
having protected a life so important to the great interests of our 
own country, and for the preservation of the general tranquillity 
of Europe. That you may long continue to enjoy a life so 
precious to us all, is the most ardent wish of your sincere and 

affectionate friend, 

" George P. R.'* 

Letter from the Emperor of Russia, dated Warsaw, March 
«0, 1818. 



My Lord Marshal, 

i have been informed thf t an attempt has threatened your 
life; Heaven Hiid not allow it to succeed; and I am sincerely 
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rejoiced thereat. Your military glory^ joined to your elevated 
\iew8 and character, have associated you so closely with the 
maintenance of the general welfare, that it cannot but suffer 
from any circumstance that woiild tend to alienate you from it. 
This is a testimony which I feel pleasure in bearing towards 
you, and which is independent of those claims which you htfve 
to my personal regard. A coincidence which the generosity of 
your sentiments will not fail to appreciate, is that, by the 
authority with which you have been invested by the confidence 
of the allies, you have exercised, and you will continue to 
exercise, a salutary influence in the country and in the very spot 
where malice has directed its impotent efforts against ytm* 
Receive, i^y Lord, the renewed assurance of my high esteem. 

(Signed) '' Alexandsb*'' 

_ ^^ * 

On the 26th December 1818, the Duke of Wellington was 
appointed Mas.ter-General of His Majesty's Ordnance of the 
United Kingdom ; and in October IBI99 to the government of 
Plymouth, vacant by the death of the Puke of Richmond. 

We shall conclude this Memoir with what we consider an 
accurate statement of the honors and appointments held by this 
distinguished officer. 

Field-Marshal of Great Britain, Russia, Austria, Prussia, 
Spain, ' Portugal, and the Netherlands ; Duke, Marquess, and 
Eeu-I of Wellington ; Knight of the most noble Order of die 
Garter ; Knight Grand Cross of the most honourable Mflitary 
Order of the Bath ; Marquess of Dpuro ; Viscount Wellington 
of Talavera, and of Wellington in the County of Somerset ^ 
Baron Douro of Wellesley ; Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo ; Duke 
of Vittoria ; Marquess of Torres Vedras ; Count of Vimiera ; 
Grandee of Spain of the first class; Prince of Waterloo; 
Knight of the Order of Maria Theresa of Austria ; of St« 
George of Russia ; of St. Esprit of France ; of the Golden Fleece 
and Su Fernando of Spain ; of the Black Eagle of Prussia ; 
of the Sword of Sweden ; of the Tower and Sword of Portugal ; 
of Wilhelm of the Low Countries ; of the Elephant of Den^ 
mack ; of the Crown of Rue of Saxony ; of Maximiliaa Joseph 
of Bavaria ; of Fidelity of Baden ; of the Anminciade of Sar* 



Amia ; and ofFenfiaand and St. Jaouarius of'^cily ; ColoBel of 
tbe regiiiiciit of Royal Horse Guards^ Uiie; Governor of 
PlynKiiith ; one of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil ; and Master-General of die Ordnance. 

As OooittMider of the Forces in Spain and Portugal, he has 
the honor of wearing a cross and nine clasps, conferred for the 
following eieges and battles: Boleia and Vimieniy Talavera, 
BusacOyFuentes D'Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badiyoz, Sakmanca, 
ViMorta, Pyrenees^ Nivelle, Nivi, Orthes, Toulouse. 

Atpbnbix to the Memoir op Field-Marshal, 
His Grace thIs Duk£ of Wellington. 

The Duke of W^Ungton's dispatches, forming official nar- 
ratives of events in ^hich a principal part of the army was en- 
gaged, and distinctions having been granted to those officers 
whose names are honourably mentioned in them, their insertion 
in this work is considered essential; thus, in examining the 
services of any officer holding honorary distinction, the reader 
will be enabled immediately to refer to tlie official account of 
his conduct on the particular occasion which acquired it him. 

The official narratives of battles, &c. in the Peninsula, at 
which the Duke of Wellbgton did not actually command, as 
well as battles, &c. elsewhere, for which honorary distinctions 
have been conferred, are affixed to the services of the officers 
who commanded, if now alive, or if deceased to the officers 
who were second in command. 

Battle of Roleia. 

'' Caldas, August 16, 1806^ 

'^ I marched from Lyria, on the ISth, and arrived at Ahobaca 
on the 19th, which place the enemy had left on the preceding 
night, and I arrived here yesterday. The enemy, about 4000 in 
number, were posted about ten miles from hence, at Borica, 
and they occupied Brilos, about three miles from hence, with 
their advanced posts^ As the possession of this last vSlage was 
knpqrtant to our future operations, I determined to t>ccttpy it ; 
and as sopn as the British infantry arrived upon the groutid h 
directed that it might be occupied by a detachnient, consiatiag 
of four companies of riflemen of the €Oth and 9>th rq;iflieiits. 
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The Mieinj, cooMting of « small pioquet of inhaatry, and a few 
cayabyi made a trifling resistance, and retifed ; but tboy wtM 
followed by a detachment of our riflemen to tbeidiftanae of 
three miles from Brilos. The riflemen were then attached bj 
a superior- body of the eoemyy who attempted to catlbemofT 
from the main body of the detachment tp whidi they .beloi^ge4» 
which had now adf anced to their support ; larger bodiet of tha 
enemy appeared, on both the flauks of the detachneot, aadJl 
was with difficulty that Major^-General Spencer, who had fOM 
out to Obidos^ when he had heard that the riflemen had advan- 
ced in pursuit of the enemy, was enabled to effect their retreat 
to that Tillage. They have since remained in possession of it* 
and the enemy have retired entirely from the neighbourhood. 

'' In this little affair of the advanced posts, which vf^s 9cqa- 
lioned solely by the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of thf 
enemy, I am concerned to add, that lieutenant Banbury, of the 
9^ battalion of the 95th, was killed^ and the Honorfible Captain 
Pakenham^ wounded^ but slightly : and we have lost some men^ 
of whose number I have not received the returns* 

" Head-quarters, at Villa-Verde, August 17, 1808. 

" My Lord, 

'' The French General Laborde having continued in his po- 
sition at Roleia since my arrival at Caldas on the >5th instant, 
I determined to attack it this morning. Roleia is situated on an 
eminence, having a plain in its front, at the end of the valley 
which commences at Caldas, and is closed to the southward by 
iountains, which join the hills, forming the valley on the left, 
looking 'firom Caldas. In the centre of the valley, and about 
eight miles from Roleia, is the town and old Moorish fort of 
Obidos, from whence the enemy's picquets had been driven on 
the 15th ; and from that time he bad posts on the hills on both sides 
of the valley, as well as in the plain in front of his army, which 
was posted on the heights in the front of Roleia, its right resting 
upon the liilb, its left upon an eminence on which was a wind- 
mill, and the whole covering four or 6ve passes into the moun- 
tains, in bis rear. 
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^' I have reason to beiieve that his force consisted of at least 
fiOOO men, of which about 500 were cavalry, with five pieces 
of caimon ; and there was some reason to heUeve that Gaiieral 
Loison, who was at Rio Maior yesterday, would join General 
Laborde by his right in the course of the night. The plan of 
attack was formed accordingly, and the army, having broken 
up froni Caidas this morning, was formed into three columns ; 
the right, consisting. of 120 Portuguese infantry ^ and 50 Por- 
tuguese cavalryi destined to turn the enemy's left, and pene* 
trate into the mountains in his rear ; the left, consisting of 
Majoi^General Ferguson's and Brigadier-General Bowes' bri- 
gades of infiintry, three companies of riflemen, a brigade of 
ligbt artillery, and twenty British and twenty Portuguese ca- 
valry, was destined, under the command of Major-General 
Ferguson, to ascend the hills at Obidos, to turn idl the enemy's 
posts on the left of the valley, as well as the right of the post 
at Roleia ; this corps was also destined to watch the motions 
of General LoisoUi on the enemy's riglit, who, I had heard,, 
had moved from Rio Maior towards Alcoentre last night«i 
The centre* columns, consisting of Major-General Hill^s, Bri- 
gadier-Genoral Nightingale's, Brigadier-General Crawfurd*s, 
and Brigadier-General Fane's brigades (with the exception of 
the riflemen detached witb Major-General Ferguson), and 400 
Portuguese light infantry, the British and Portuguese cavalry, 
a brigade of nine-pounders, and a brigade of six-pounders, 
were destined to attack General Laborde's position in front. 
The columns being formed, the troops moved from Obidos 
about seven o'clock in the morning. Brigadier-General Fane's 
riflemen were immediately detached into the hills on the left of 
the valley, to keep up the communication between the centre 
and left columns, and to protect the march of the former along 
the valley, and the enen^y's posts were successively driven in. 
Major-General Hill's brigade, formed in three columns of 
battalions, moved on the right of the valley^ supported by the 
cavalry, in order to attack the enemy's left; and Brigadier- 
Generals Nightingale and Crawfurd moved with the artillery 
along the high road, until at length the former formed in the 
plain immediately m the enemy's front, supported by the light 
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infantrj companies, and the 45th regiment of Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Crawfurd's brigade, while the two other regiments of thU 
brigade, (the 50th and 9 1 st,) and half of the nine-pounder bri- 
gade, were kept as a reserve in the rear. Major-General Hill 
and Brigadier-General Nightingale advanced upon the enemy's 
position ; and, at the same moment, Brigadier-General Fane'i 
riflemen were on the hills ou the right ; the Portuguese infantry 
in a village upon hi? left ; and Major-General Ferguson's column 
was descending from the heights into the plain. From this situ- 
ation, the enemy retired by the passes into the mountaiDs with 
die utmost regularity and the greatest celerity ^ and, notwithstand- 
ing the rapid advance of the British infantry, the want of a 8ufi>- 
cient body of cavalry was the cause of his suffering but little 
loss in the plain. 

''It was then necessary to make a disposition to attack the 
formidable position which he bad taken np. Brigadier^Gene- 
ral Fane's riflemen were already in the mountains on his right, 
and BO time was lost in attacking the different pastes, as well 
to support the riflemen as to defeat the enemy completely. 

" The Portuguese infontry were ordered to move up a pass 
on the right of the whole ; the light companies of Major-Ge- 
neral Hill's brigade, and the 5th regiment, moved up a pass 
next on the right : and the 2(Hh regiment, supported by the 
9th regiment under Brigadier-General Nightingale, a third pass ; 
and the 45th and 82d regiments, passes On the left. — ^These 
passes were all difficult of access, and some of them we^e 
well defended by the enemy, particularly that which was attacked 
.by the ^9th and gth regiments. These regiments attacked with 
the greatest impetuosity, and reached the enemy before those 
whose attacks were to be made on their flanks ; the defence of 
the enemy was desperate, and it was in this attack, principally^ 
that we sustained the loss which we have to lament, particularly 
of that gallant officer, the Honorable Lieutenant- Colonel Lake, 
who distinguished himself upon this occasion. The enemy was, 
bowever, driven from all the positions he had taken in the 
. passes of the mountains, and our troops were advanced in the 
plains on their tops. For a considerable length- of time, the 29th 
and the 9th regiments alone were advanced to this point, with 
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Bffigidier-«GeD^ Fane'^'iifleifien at a distance 6n th« )eft$ aod 
they were afterwards supported by the 5th rq^imeoty and by die 
light companies of Msgor-Geneval Hill's brigade, which had 
O^me up on their right, and by the other troops ordered to as* 
cend the monntains, who came up b^ degrees. The enemy here 
made three most gaUant attacks upon the £9th and the 9th regi^ 
mentSi supported, as I have above stated with a view to cover 
the retreat of his defeated army in all of which he was^ how* 
ever, repulsed ; but he succeeded in effecting his retreat in good 
order, owing, principally to my want of cavalry, and, secondly, 
to die difficulty of bringing up the passes of the mountains with 
oelerky, a sufficient number of troops, and of cannon, to sup- 
port those which had first ascended. The loss of the enemy 
has, however, been very great, and he left three pieces of can- 
aoQ in our hands. 

'^1 cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of the troops 
throughout this action. The enemy's positions were formid' 
aUe, and hewiook them up with his usual ability and celerity^ and 
defended them most gallantly. But 1 must observe, that, al-* 
though we had such a superiority of numbers employed in the 
operations of this day, the troops actually engaged in the heat 
of the action were, from unavoidable circumstances, only the 
5th, 9d], SQth, the riflemen of die 95th and 60th, and the flank 
ccMnpanies of Major-General HilFs brigade, being a number by 
no means equal to that of the enemy ; their conduct, therefore, 
deserves the highest commendation. . I cannot avoid to lake 
diis opportunity of expressing my acknowledgments for the aid 
and support I received from all the general and otbfer officers 
of this army. I am particularly indebted to Major-Geoeffat 
Spencer for the advice and aswstance I received from him ; to 
Majcv-General Ferguson, for the manner in ^hicb he Jed the 
left column, and to Major-General Hill, and firigadier^Gene- 
rals Nightingale and Fane, for the manner in which they cod^ 
ducted the different attacks which they led. I derived most asa- 
terial assistance, also, from LieulenaM-CoIonel Tucker^ and 
lieutenant^Colonel Bathurst, in the offices of Deputy-Adjotent, 
and Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, and from the officers of 
the staff, employed under them. I must also mention that I 
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had every reason to be Satisfied with the artillery, under Lieiiie- 
naot-Colonel Robe. 

'' I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

(Signed) " Arthur WelleslbV.*'* 

BATTLE OP VIiai&RA. 

< 

Report (jf Sir Arthur Wdledey to Sir Harry Burrard. . 

*' Shr, Vimiera, August 21 . 

^* 1 have the honor to report to you, that the enemy attacked usf 
in our position at Vimiera^ this morning. The viUage of Vtmi^^ 
era stands in a valley^ through which runs the river Maceira ; at 
the back, and to the westward and northward of this viHagti i^ 
a mountain, the western point of which touches the sea, and the 
eastern is separated by a deep ravine from the heights, ovei' 
which passes the road whicii leads from Lourinha and the north- 
ward to Vimiera. The greater part of the infantry, the 1st, £(t, 
5d, 4th9 5th, and 8th brigades, were posted on this mountain, 
with dght pieces of artillery; Major-Generai Hill'ir brigade be^ 
ing on the right, Major-General Ferguson^s on the left, havitig^ 
one battalion on the heights, separated from the mountain. On 
the eastern and southern side of the town, is a hilt which is en<* 
tirely commanded, particularly on its right, by the mountain to 
the westward of the town, and commanding all the ground iti 
the neighbourhood to the southward and eastward, on which Bri* 
gadier-Ueneral Fane was posted with his riflemen and the 50th 
regiment, and Brigadier«-Oeneral Anstruther, with his brigade; 
widi half a brigade of six-ponnders, and half a brigade of ntne- 
ponnders, which hlid been ordered to the position in the coors^ 
<>f last night/ The ground over which passes the road to Lou* 
rinba, commanded the left of this height, and it had not been oc-> 
CQ(Hed, excepting by a picquet, as the camp had been taken np 
enly for one night, and' there was no water in the neighbouriiood 
of this height.*— The cavalry, and the reserve of artillery, were iti 
the valley, between the hills on which the infantry stood, both 
flanking and snpportfaig Brigadier-General line's advanceif 
guard.' . 
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y ^^ The enemy first appeared at eight o'clock in the morning, 
in large bodies of cavalry on our left, upon the heights of the 
road to Lourinha; and it was soon obvious that the attack 
would be made upon our advanced guards and the left of our 
position; and Major-General Ferguson's brigade was imme- 
diately moved across the ravine to the heights, on the road to 
Lourinha, with three pieces of cannon : he was followed suc- 
cessively by Brigadier-General Nightingale, with his brigade, 
and three pieces of cannon; Brigadier^Genefal Ackland, with 
his brigade, and Brigadier-General Bowes, with his brigade. 
These troops were formed (Major-General Ferguson's brigade 
in the first line; Brigadier-General Nightingale's in the se- 
cond; and Brigadier-General Bowes' and Ackland's, in co- 
lumns, in the rear) on those heights, with their right upon the 
valley which leads into Vimiera, and their left upon the other 
ravine, which separates those heights from the range which 
terminates at the landing-place at Maceira. On these last- 
BMDtioned heights, the Portuguese troops, which had been in 
the bottom near Vimiera, were posted in the first instance, and 
they were supported by Brigadier-General Crawfurd's brigade. 

'' The troops of the advanced guard on the he^ht to the 
southward and eastward of the town were deemed sufficient 
for its defence, and Major-General Hill was moved to the cen- 
tre of the mountain on which the great body of infantry had 
been posted, as a support to these troops, and as a reserve 
to the whole army. In addition to this support, these troops 
had that of the cavalry in the refur of their right. 

'^ The enemy's attack began in several columns upon the 
whole of the troops upon this height: on the left they ad- 
vanced, notwithstanding the fire of the riflemen, close to the 50th 
regiment, and were checked and driven back, by the bayonets of 
the corps. The Sd battalion, 43d regiment, was likewise closely 
engaged with them in the road which kads into Vimiera; a 
part of that corps having been ordered into the church-yard 
to prevent them from penetrating into the town. On the ri^t 
of the position they were repulsed by the bayonets of the 97th 
regiment, which corps was successively supported by the ^d 
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battalion, 59d regiment, Wbiefai by an advance in column, took 
the enemy in Jank. 

*' Besides this opposition given to the attack of the enemy on 
our advanced guard by their own exertions, they Were attacked 
in flank by Brigadier-General Ackland's brigade, in its advance 
to its position on the heights on the left, and a cannonade was 
kept up on the flank of the enemy's columns by the artillery on 
those heights. 

^' At length after a most desperate contest, the enemy was 
driven back in confusion from this attack with die loss of seven 
pieces of cannon, many prisoners, and a great number of ofii^ 
cers and soldiers killed and wounded. He was pursued by the 
detachment of the £Oth light dragoous; but the enemy's cav* 
airy were so much superior in numbers, that this detachment 
has sufiered much ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor was unfor- 
tunately killed. 

** Nearly at the same time the enemy's attack commenced 
upon the heights, on the road to Lourinha. '^rhis attack wa0 
supported by a large body of cavalry, and was made with the 
usual impetuosity of French troops. It was received with stead* 
iness by Major-General Ferguson's brigade, consisting of the 
36th, 40th, and 71 tit regiments; and these corps charged as 
soon n% the enemy approached them, who gave way, and they 
continued to advance upon him, supported by the 89d, one of 
die corps of Brigadier-General Nightingale's brigade, which, 
as the .ground extended^ afterwards formed a part of the first 
lioe^ by the 29th regiment, and by Brigadier-General Bowes' 
and Ackland's brigades; while Brigadier* General Crawlurd'a 
brigades, and the Portuguese troops, in two lines, advanced 
along the heights on the left. In the advance of Major-Ge- 
neral Ferguson'^ brigade, six pieces of cannon were taken 
fiom the enemy, with many prisoners, and vast numbers were 
killed and wounded. 

^< The enemy afterwards made an attempt to recover a part 
of hiatutillery by attacking the 71st and 82d regiments, which 
were halted in a valley in which it had been taken. These 
regiments retired from the low grounds in the valley to the 
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beightSj nvfaere they halted^ faced about, fifed^ and advanced 
upon the enemy, who had by that time arrived in the low 
ground, and they thus obliged him to retire with great loss. 

'' In this action, in which the whole of the Fi^euch force in 
PcMTtugal was employed, under the coniQiand of the Duke 
jD'Abrantes in person, in which the enemy was certainly svp^ 
rior in cavalry tani artillery, and in which not more than half of 
the British army was actually engaged^ he has sustained a sigr 
ual defeat, and has lost thirteen pieces of cannon, twenty-three 
«mmunition«waggons, with powder, shells, stores of ail de^crjp- 
tioQS, and 20,000 rounds of musket-ammunition. One general 
officer (Beniere) has been wounded and taken prisoner, and a 
great many officers and i^oldiers have been killed, wounded, and 
taken. 

** The valor and discipline of his Majesty's troops have been 
conspicuous upon this occasion, as you, who witnessed the 
greater part of the action, must have observed; but it is a jus- 
tice to the following corps to draw your notice to them in a 
particular manner, viz. the royal artillery, cbmnianded by 
Lieutenant*Colonel. Robe; the 90th dragoons, which had 
been ^commanded by Lieutenant-Colopel Taylpr; the 50th 
regiment, commanded by Colonel Walker; the 2d battalion, 
25th foot, commanded by Major Travers; the oth battalion, 
60th regiment, commanded by Major Davy ; the 2d battalion, 
43d, commanded by Major Hull; the 2d battalion, 52d, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ross; the 97th regiment, com- 
tnanded by Lieutenant-Colonel. Lyou; the 36th regkujent, 
coounanded by Colonel Burne,- the 40th, commanded by Go* 
lonei Kemmis; the 7 1st, commanded by lieutenant-Colonel 
Pack ; and the 82d regiment, commanded by Major Eyre. 

*^ In mentioning Colonel Burne and the 36th regiment to 
you upon this occasion, I caonot avoid to add,, that the regular 
and orderly conduct of this corps throughout this serviee^ and 
th^ir gallantry and discipline in action, has been c<Hwpieuou9.' 

'' I must, take this opportunUy of acknowledging ny obUga*^ 
tftons to the general and Matff. officers of tke.aray». . I waifc nuicb 
indebted to Major-General Spenc^'a judgmant and expemocey 
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in the decision which 1 formed with respect to the number of 
tro6p3 allotted to each point of defence^ and for hii adyice ^vA 
assistance throughout the action. In the position taken up by 
Major-General Ferguson's brigade, and in its advance upon di# 
enem J, that oflker shewed equal bravery and judgment ; and 
much praise is due to Brigadier-General Fane^ and Brigadier* 
General Anstruther^ for their gallant defence of their positions 
in front of Vimiera, and to Brigadier-Genev-al Nightingale, for 
the manner in which he supported the attack upon die epemy, 
made by Major-General Ferguson. 

" Lieutenant-Colonel George Tucker, and Lieutenant-Colo* 
nel Bathurst, and the officers in the departments of the Adju- 
tant, and Quarter-Master-General, and Lieutenant-Colonel Tor- 
rens, and the officers of my personal staff, rendered me the great* 
est assistance throughout the action. 

'' I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

(Signed) "Akthur WELLESLmy." 

N«B« '^ Since writing the above, I have been informed that 
a French general officer, supposed to be General Thekuik 
the chief of the staff, has been found dead upon the £eld of 
battle.'' 

Battle of Talaveka de "LA Retna. 

'' My Lord, "Talavera de la Reyna, July fig^ 

'' General Cuesta followed the enemy's march uith his army 
fromibe Aiberche, on the morning of the £4th, as far as SanM 
OUla^ and pushed forwards hie advanced guavd as far as Tor« 
rijos. For the reasoaiB stated to your fiordship in my dispatches 
of the- 24dl, I moved only two divisions of infantry, add a bci* 
gade of xavairy, across the Aiberche to Cassalegos, under the 
oommand of Lieutenant-General Sfaerbrooke, with a view to 
keep «p the eommuiiication between General Cuesta and mit, 
Vki widi Sir Robert Wilson's corps at Escalona. It appeacs 
diat General Venegas had not carried tnto eaiecution that part of 
the plan of *opei»tioB wshtch nolated to his €orpfs, and that he m^s 
^ ADwnid, im La Mmdm; and 4ke eneagr^ i the ooune of 
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the ^4di, 25 tb^ and 26th, collected all his forcas in thU part of 
Spain, between Torrijos and Toledo, leaving but a small corps 
of £000 men in that place. His united hrmy thus consisted of 
the corps of Marshal Victor, of that of General Sebastiani, and 
of 7 or 8000 men, the guards of Joseph Buonaparte, and the gar- 
rison of Madrid, and it was commanded by Joseph Buonaparte, 
aided by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and General Sebastiani. 
On the 26th General Cuesta^s advanced guard was attacked near 
Torrijos, and obliged to fall back, and the General retired with 
his aruiy on that day to the left bank of the Alberche, General 
Sfaerbrooke continuing at Cassalegos, and the enemy at Santa 
Qlalla. It was then obvious that the enemy intended to try 
the result of a general action, for which the best position ap> 
peered to be in the neighbourhood of Talavera; and General 
Cuesta having consented to take up this position on the morn- 
ing of the 27th, I ordered General Sherbrooke to retire with 
his ^orps to its station in the line, leaving General M^Kenzie, 
with a division of infantry and a brigade of cavalry, as an ad- 
vanced post in the wood, on the right of the Alberche, which 
covered our left flank. The position taken up by the troops at 
Tal&vera extended rather more than two miles; the ground 
was open upon the left, where the British army was stationed^ 
and it was commanded by a height, on which was, in echelon 
and in second line, a division of infantry, under the orders of 
Ma}or-General Hill. There was a valley between this h^gkt 
and a range of mountains still further upon the left, which 
valley was not at first occupied, as it was commanded by the 
heights before mentioned; and the range of mountains ap- 
peared too distant to have any influence upon the expected 
action. The right, consisting of Spanish troops, extended ini^ 
mediately in front of the town of Talavera down to the Tagus. 
This part of the ground was covered by olive trees, and mudi 
intersected by banks and ditches. The high road leading iraai 
the bridge over the Alberche was defended by a heavy battery 
m front of a church, which was occupied by Spanish infaoli^; 
All the avenues to the town were defended in- a similar manner ; 
the town was occupied, and the remainder of the Spanish infiin* 
try was formed in two lines behind the banka on Jhe roada lead- 
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ing from the town and the right, to the left of our position, ta 
the centre, between the two armies, there was a commanding 
spot of. ground, on which we had begun to construct a redoubt, 
with flome open ground in its rear. Brigadier-General Alexander 
Cttnpbell was posted at this spot with a division of infantry, 
supported in his rear by General Cotton's brigade of dragoons 
and some Spanish cavalry. At about two, on the 27th, the 
enemy appeared in strength, on the left bank of the Alberche 
and manifested an intention to attack General Mackenzie's divi- 
sion. The attack was made before they could be withdrawn * 
but the troops, consisting of General Mackenzie's and Colonel 
Donkin's brigades, and General Anson's brigade of cavalry, and 
supported by General Payne, widi the other four regiments of 
cavalry, in the plain between Talavera and the wood, with- 
drew in good order, but with some loss, particularly by the 
£d battalion 87th regiment, and 2d battalion 31st regiment, iu 
the wood. Upon this occasion, the steadiness and discipline 
of the 45th regiment, and the oth battalion 60th regiment, were 
conspicuous; and I had particular reason for being satisfied 
with the maimer in Which Major-General Mackenzie withdrew 
his advanced guard. As the day advanced, the enemy appeared 
in krge numbers on the right of the Alberche, and it was ob« 
viotts that he was advancing to a general attack on the combined 
amly» General Mackenzie continued to fall back gradually 
opon the left of the position of the combined armies, where he' 
was placed in the second line, in the rear of the guards, Colonel 
Donkin being placed in the same situation further upon the left 
in ibe rear of the King's German Legion. The enemy imme- 
diately commenced his attack in the dusk of the evening, by a 
cannonade upon the left of our poidtion, and by an attempt with 
his cavalry, to overthrow the Spanish in&ntry, posted, as I 
luve- before stated, on Ae right : this attempt failed entirely. 
Early in the night he pushed a division abi^ the valley, on the 
left' of the beigbt occupied by General Hill, of which he gained 
a momentary possession, but Major-General Uill attacked it 
instantly, and regained it. This attack was repeated in the night,: 
bul'fiuled, and again at day-light, in the morning of the 28th, by 
two divisions of infantry, and was repulsed by Major-GeneraL 
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Hill. Migor-G^ta-al Hill Im f^[K>rUd to me in a'pwli^iilar 
Quidaxier the condnct of th^ 29th regiBient, imd of 'theiiral )m^ 
taliod 46th regiment, in these d^reDt ^ffiirs^ as'weii ae that of 
Major-General Tilsod and Brigadier-Gebera) lUchard Stewart. 
We have Ipat many brave oiBceri and sdldiera^ io . the defeaeifc 
of this important point in oUr poBftion ; among Other$ I icaimot 
avoid to mention Brigade-Major Fordyce and Brigade*J^l^ 
Gardner ; and M ^or*General Hill was himself wounded^ bit^ 
1 am^happy to say, but slightly .-^The defeat 6f this attesapt 
was folbwed about nood by a general attack of tb^ enem/s 
whole force, upon the whole of that part of the position oceu^ 
pied by the British army. In conse<|Uence of tfa^ repisatM 
attempts upon the height on our left, by the vallfey^ I had 
placed two brigades of British cavalry ill that vallfy, supported 
in the rear by the Due d' Albuquerque's divisibn of Spanish 
cavalry. The enemy then placed light infaotlff in the rangt 
of mountains on the left of the valley, which wei^ sttpported 
by a division of infantry under Lientenant-'General de Bas^? 
court. The generd attack began by the march of sevend 
coittmns of infantry into the valley, y^iih a view to attack dit 
heights occupied by MajoroGeneral \Hill.' Th^se cofmnM 
wai'e immediately charged by the 1st German light drago<iM, 
and the SSd dragoon^, under the .cominand' of Generri AnaoD, 
directed, by Lieutenant-Getieral Payne, and supported by 
General Fane's brigade of hbavy caValry; and altbougfar-die 
23d dragoons suffered considerable loss, the charge hlid the 
effect of preventing the execution of that part of the' en^my'l 
plan. At the same time he directed an attack upon Brigadier- 
General Alexander Campbell's position, in 'Ae centre ot Ae 
combined armies^ and on the right of the British; Thia at* 
tack was most successfully repulsed by Brigadier-General 
Campbell, supported by the' King's r^gimenlt Of Spanish ca^*- 
ly, and two battalions of Spanish infantry; Brigadiep-Genfanl 
Campbell took the enemy's cannon. The Brigadier^Genenil 
mentions particularly the conduct of the g7th, the 2d battalion 
7th^ and of the 2d battalion 53d regiments; and I was highly 
ai6sfied with the manner in Which this part of the positioB was 
defended. An attack was also made at the same time upon 
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fjieut#Hiiit*General 'Sherbrooke's divuion, .wiuch^wfi9 .pn the 
left and centre of the ist line of the British iirmy. This attac)^ 
was mofit galiaiDtly Mtpuised by a »charge with bayonets, by. th^ 
.whole division ; .but Ihe brigade of guards, which were on the 
right, iha^ving advanced loo far, they were exposed on their left 
flank to the fire of the enemy's battery, and of their retiring 
colamna ; and the divbion was obliged to retire to,wai;ds the 
original position, under cover of the ^d live, of Qeneral Cotton'^* 
brigade of cavalry, which, I h»d moited from the centre, and of 
the lac battalion. 4Bth reguuent. J had nio>ved this regiment 
from its original poaitiofi on the /height^, aa spop a^ I ob^erveijl 
the advance of the guards ; and it was foi:mied in.ibe plu^, jind 
advanced. upon th^e enemy, aqd covered the formation of Liieu- 
(enant-Geper^l Sherbrool^e's division* Shqrtly after the re-» 
pulse of this .generftl a(tac)(, in which apparently all the ene? 
my's troops were employe<i|, h^ copunenced his retreat across 
the Alberche^ vihi<;Ji w:as conducted in the most regular order, 
aud .was effected duripg the night, leaving in our hands 9Q 
pieces of cannon, ammunition, tuipbrils, ^n^ aome .pri^ooers^ 
Your Lordship will observe, by the enclosed retppi, .the great 
loss we have sustained of valuable officers ap^d soldiei^^ ..in this 
long and .hard-rfou^ action^ with ipore , than, doubly our. nun^r 
ber; that of the jeneniyhas h^en ipvch gi^ea^er, Jl ^m inform* 
ed that entire brigades of ip&ntry have .besa destroyed ; and, 
indeed, the battalions that retreated wei^e much reduced in 
numbers. By all accomtfs .their lo^s is 10,000 men. Qenerals 
Lapisse and Morlpt wiere .(^illed ; iGen^raU Sebastiani and Bou- 
let wounded- JL have particularly to Jament the loss of Miyorr 
Qeneral Meckei^zie, who hpd distioguished himself on .the. 
(J7th, and of Brigadier-General Lahgwerth of the Kipg's Gerr 
pan legiom^^sMid of Brigade- Major Becket of the gi^nrds. Yotif 
Lordship wiU observe^ that tlie att^cJks of Jthe.enen^ were.prinr 
cipally, if not entirely, directed against the Bptish troops.*- 
The Spanish qommander-in-chi^f, his o^Scei^, and troops, mar. 
DJfested every, disposition to render us assistance, and those of 
tbem which were engaged did their duty ; but the ground whi^h. 
they ^ccupiejd was so important, and its front at the same time 
AQ difficult, that 1 did not think it proper to ur^e them to^ake 
-ft. M. Cal. i. ' M 
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dny movdm^nt on the left of the enemy^ while be was engaged 
with 119. 1 have reason to be MtiBfied with the conduct of all 
the officers and troops. I am much indebted to Lieutenant«- 
Getaeral Sherbrooke for the assistance I received from hioi^ 
and for the manner in which he led on his division to the«charge 
^rith bayonets. To Lieutenant-General Payne and th^ cavalrj^ 
^rttcuhrly General Anson's brigade ; to Major-Genends HSk 
and Tilson, Brigadier-Generals Alexander Campbell, Robert 
Stewart^ and Cameron, and to tke divisions and brigades of 
infantry under their commands respectively, particnlwly the 
29tb regiment, commanded by Colonel White; die lat battalion 
48th, by Colonel Donnellan, afterwards^ when that officer was 
wounded, by Major Middlemore; the 2d battaUon 7tb, by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir W. Myers ; the fid battalion 5dd, by 
Ueutenant-Colonel Bingham ; the 97th, by Cobnd Lyon ; the 
Ht battalion of detachments, by Lieutenant-Colonel Bunbury; 
and the £d battalion 31 st by Major Watson ; and of the 45th^ 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Guard; and 5th battalion -dOtb, coni> 
manded by Major Davy on the 27tb. The advance « of the 
brigade of guards was most gallantly conducted by BrigadieN 
GeneraL 'Campbell ; and, when necessary, that brigade retired^ 
and formed again in the best order. The artiHery, under Bii^ 
gadier-General Howorth, was also throughout these- days of the 
greatest service ; and 1 have every reason to be satisfied with the 
assistance I received from the chief enginear, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fletcher, the Adjutantf>GeneraI, Brigadier-General the Honorable 
Charles Stewart, and the Quarter-Master-General, Colonel 
Murray, and the officers of those departments respectively,' and 
from Colonel Bathurst and the officers of my personal staffl I 
siso received much assistance from Colonel O'Lawler, of the 
Spanish service, and from Brigadier-Greneral Whittingham, who 
was wounded when bringing up the two Spanish ^battalions to 
the- assistance of Brigadier-General Alexander CampbeU.- ^I 
send diis by Captam Lord Fitsroy- Somerset, who wiH give 
your Lordship any further- information,, and whom I beg to re- 
commend* 

/' Abthdr^ Weli^bslsy." 

'^ To Lord Viscount Castlereagb."^ 
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Battile of Busaco. 

" My Lord, '* Coimbra, September 30th, 1810* 

'' While the eoeniy was «dfaiicitig from Celerico and Fran* 
coso upon Yiaeo^ the different divisioos of militia and Ordo- 
nenca, weve employed upon their flank and roar ; aad Colonel 
Tfmt, with his ^iviaion, attacked die escort of die military 
cbestand r^rre artillery^ near Tojal, on the Mth instant. He 
to6k twd offiears, and 100 prfSone»> but the enemy collected 
af^fce-from the front and rear^ ^hieh obliged turn to retire 
sgani towards the Douro. 

i'^ I understiad dnt the enemy's communicatioB with Al* 
meida is completely cut off; and he possesses only the ground 
on which his army stands. 

^ On the ^let'the enemy's advanced guard pushed on to Sh 
Qsikdmdao, at »die junetioii of the riv6r Criz and Dao ; «id 
Btigadier^General Pack retired atsoss the former, and joined 
Brigadier-General CtaufuAi at Mortagoa, having destroyed 
die»bndges over thoee*two rivers^ The enen^'s advanced guard 
crosaed'the Cris/ having rapaired die bridge on the dSdi-afid 
the whole of ihe 6di( corps wai edllected on the odwr side of 
the liver; andl therefore withdrew die cavalry through di^ 
JMerra de Busdco, with ikt exception of three squadrons,* as the 
gnumd^was unfavorable fo)r the operations of thatariay* 

ffi Ob ihe fi5di, dm whole of die 6di and of die 9d corps 
crossed - die -Criz, . in* the neighbourhood of St. Gambudao ; and 
Brigadier-oGeneral Graufuid's division, and Brigadier-General 
PackV brigade, retired to the position which I had fixed upon 
fsr dm army, on die top of theSi^ra de Busaco* These troopd 
were followed in diis movement by the whole of the corps of 
Ney and Re^nier, (the 6th and £d,) but it was conducted by Brt- 
gadierj^General Craofnrd with gt'cit regularity, and the troops 
took thiair position without sustaiaihg^i^ loss of importance* 

'<The4lfa Portuguese ea9adores, which had retired on the 
rightof the other troops, and the picquets of the 3d divisioli 
of infantry which vras posted at St. Antonio de Cantaroi uiider 
Major South of the 45th, were ei^aged with die advance of 
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I^gfuer*8 corps in the afternoon^ and the former showed that 
steadiness and gallantry which others of the Portuguese troopft . 
have since manifested. 

^' The Sierra de Busaco is a high ridge which extends from 
die ^Mondego in a northerly dire<ftion about i^ight miles. At 
the highest point of the ridge^ about two miles from its ter- 
minationy is the convent and gardien of Busaco. iTbe Sienra of 
Busaco is connected by a nnountainous tract of ceuntiy, vn&t die 
Sierra- de Caramula, which extends in a north*eastcriy direcdon 
beyond Vizeu, and separates the vdley of Mondego frotn iM 
valley of tbe^Dooro, on the left^ the Mondego. Nearly in a Ikie 
witii the Sierra de Busaco, is anollier ridgeof Ae same do- 
scriptton^ which is called the Sierra de MunceUa/ covered 1>y 
the river' ' Alva, and connected by other naouotainous tracts 
with the Sierra d'Estrella. All the roads to Cotmbra from 
Ihe eastward, kad over one or the oAer of these Sierras. They 
are very difitult for the passage of an army, the appmeh to 
the top of -tfae> ridge on4io&*sides being mountamous* As the 
enenay's whole army 'Was on the ridge of the Mondego, andot 
^M$ evident that be 'intended to force our position, Lieuteiiaat* 
O^nend Hill crossed that river, by a short movement lo his 
left, on dm morning of the fi6th, leaving'^Colonri leCor with 
iiis brigade on the ^Serra de Murcella to cover the right 
Hif Ilie army ; and Major*GeneraI Fane, with his division of 
PoUtaipiese cavalry, and the I Mi light dragoons, in front of 
'Ae'Alvn, to observe and check the movements of the enemy's 
kst/^tirj on the Mondq^o. With diis exception, the whole 
temy was collected upon 'the Sierra de Busaco, with the Bri- 
tish cavalry observing the *plain in the rear of its jeft, and the 
^<nid leajiUi^ from Montagon -to Ctporto, through the moun- 
tainous tract '^bieh connects the ^erra de Busaco with the 
~^iei7ja de Cln^nwla. ' 

•^ The eighth corps joined tbe enemy in our front on the ftSlh, 
but be did not make any «erious iitta^k on that day. The light 
*troops on bodi eides . were engaged throughout the Jine. At six 
4n tbe ^orniiq[r of the 27ti|, the enemy mafi^ bwo desperate at- 
'^ddS opon-our position, the one ^on our dght, and the other on 
•«wr ]cil^^ jhe Jqgbest j^dnt of the Sierra. The.attack t^pon 
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the ri^t was made by two divinoDs of the 2d corps, on that 
part of the Sierra occupied by the dd division of infiintry. One 
division of French infantry arrived at the lop of the ridge, 
when k was attacked in the most galkint manner by the 88th 
regiment^ under the command of the Honorable Lieutenant* 
Colonel Wallace, and the 45tb regiment, under the command 
of the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, and by tbeSdi 
Portuguese regiment, under the command of LieuteoanuCo^ 
lenel Douglas, directed by Major^Gieneral Picton. 

** These three corps advanced with the bayonet, and drove 
the enem/s division from the advantageous ground which they 
had obtained. The other division of the second corps attacked 
farther on the right, by the road leading by St. Antonio de 
Canlaro, also in front of Major-Generd* Picton's division^ 
This division waa repiJsed before it could reach the top of the 
ridge by the 74th regiment, under the command of the Honou- 
rable Lientenant-Colonel Trench, and ihe brigade of Portuguese 
infinlry, under the command of Colonel Champlemonde directed 
by Colonel Mackinnon. Major-General l^ith also moved to 
bis left, to the support of Major-General Picton, and aided in 
the defeat of the enemy on this post, by the Sd battalion Royals, 
and the first battalion, and the fid battalion of the d8di regi» 
inent. 

** In these attacks Major-Generats Leith and Picton, Colo- 
neb Mackimon, and Champlemonde of the Portuguese service^ 
who was wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Waliaee, the Honors 
able Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, Lieutenant-Colon 1 Sutton of 
the 9tb Portuguese regiment, Major Sraitb of the 45th regiment^ 
who was unfortunately killed, Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, and 
Major ^rmingham, of the dth regiment,' distii^uished them- 
selves. Major-^General Picton reports of the 9ih and 21st 
Portuguese regiments, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Sul-^ 
ton, and Lieutenant*Colonel de Aronje Bacellar, and of the 
Portuguese artillery,commanded by Lieutenant-Colond Ar^il»- 
child. ^ have also to mention, in a particular manner, the oon^ 
duct of Captain Dancy, of the 88th regiment. Major^'General 
Leith reports the good conduct of the Royals, Ist battalion 9th, 
and 2d battalion 38th regiment ; and I beg toassuse your Lord^ 
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made by tbQ.38tb and 45th, and 8tb Portuguese regiments^ oa 
the enemy's division which had reached the ridge of the Sierrsi, 
On the left the enepay attacked with tl^-ee divisions of in£90U7 
pf the 6th corps, that part of the Sierra occupied by tb,e left 
divi^ion^ comtnanded by Br^gadicr^Qeneral Craufurd, aud by 
&o brigade of Portuguese infantry commanded by Brigadier* 
General Pack. One division of infantry only made any pro- 
gress towards the top pf )tbe hill> and they were immediately 
charged vyith the bayonet by Brigadier-General Cfaufurd with 
^e 4dth, 52d, and 95th regiments^ and the Sd Portuguese ca* 
{adores, and driven down with inmien^e loas. — Brigadier^Geue- 
ra| Coleman's brigade of Portuguese infantry, which was in re- 
serve, was moved up to support the right of Brigadier-Gener&l 
Qraufurd's division, and a battalion gf the 19th Portuguese re- 
gimeot, under the command pf Lieutenant-Colonel iVlacbeao, 
made a gaUapt aud 9UCoe3sful charge upon a body of apptbei' di- 
yisjon of the enemy^ :9hich was endeavouring to penet^te in 
that quarter. In this attack Brigadier-Qeqeral Cr^gfurd, Ifieo- 
tenant-Colonela Beck with of the 95th, and Barclay of th^ 59d, 
apd the commanding officers of the regiments engaged, distill 
guished themfiely«a» 

** Besides these attacks, the light troops of the two armies. Were 
engaged tbroiigbQut the 27th ; and the 4th Portuguese cagadores, 
and, the Island l6th rcgifla^nts^ directed by Brigadier*Gene- 
cal Pafrkf and commanded by lieuteoant-Colouel de/Rego 
Bonito, Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, and Ms^or Armstrong, showed 
great, steadiness and gallantry. The loss sustained bythe enemy 
in bi9 attack on tbe 27th has been enormous. I understand that 
the General of division Merle, and .General Maucum, are 
wounded, and General Simon was taken prisoner by the 5id 
r^gimenty and three colonels, 33 officers, and 250 men. 

<' The enen^ left 2000 killed upon the field of battle, and I 
understand from tbe prisoners and deserters, that the loss in 
wounded is immense*. The enemy did not renew his attack, ex* 
ccpting by the fire of bis light troops on the 28th» but he moved 
a laige body of infantry and cavalry from the left of bis centre to 
hb jraar^ firoro whence I saw Iva'Cavalry in marcb on the road 
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which t^acb from Mortagoa over the mountains towards Oporto. 
Having thought it, probable that he would endeavour to tum 
our left by that road, I had directed Colonel Trant, with his dir 
vision of militia, to march to Sardao, with the intention that li§ 
would occupy tho^e motuitains, but^ unfortunately, he was seal 
i-ound by Oporto,, by the General Officer commanding in the 
north, ID consequence of a small detachment of the enemy being 
in possession of St. Pedro de $ul ; and, notwithstanding the 
efforts which he made to arrive in time, he did not reach Sardao 
till the £8tb, at nighty after the enemy was in possession of the 
ground. 

^ As it was probable Aat in the course of the night of th^ 
98th the enemy would throw his whole army upon that roadi 
by which he could avoid the Sierra Busaco, and reach Coimbra 
by the. high road to Oporto, and thus the army would havfi 
been exposed to be cut off from that town, or to a general ac- 
liion on less: favorable ground ; and as I had reinforcements in 
my rear, I was induced to withdraw from the Sierra de Busacp, 
The enemy did break upon the mountains at eleven at night«of 
the 9Bth, and he made the march expected. His advanced 
guard was at Avelans, in the road from Oporto to C^imbrft 
yesterday ; and the whole army was seen in march through tbe^ 
mountains ; that under my command, however, wa» already in 
the low country, between the Sierra de Busaco and the sea ; 
and tbe whole of it, with the exception of the advanced guard,, 
is this day on the leeft of the Mondego. Although, from the un-y 
fortunate circumstance of the delay of Colonel Trent's arrival at 
Sardao, I am apprehensive that I shall not succeed in effecting 
the object I had in view in passing the JMondego, and in oc- 
cupying tbe Sierra de Busaco, I do not regret my having done 
so. Thia movement has afforded me a favourable opportunity 
of showing tbe enemy the description of troops of which this 
army is composed ; it has.brought the .Portuguese levies into, 
action with the enemy for the first time, in an advantageous sin 
tuation : and they have proved that the trouble which has beea 
taken with them has not been thrown away, and that they are 
worthy of contending in the same ranky with British troopft, in 
this interesting cause, which' they afford the b^lt hopes oi saving. 
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'* T?hroughout the contest upon the Sierra, and ib all tfee prie^ 
^ibiis marcdes, and in tho^e which we have since made, the 
^faole anny have coiid(rbted themselves in the raost reguki* 
manner. Accordingly^ all the operatious have been carried oit 
ivith ease, the soldiers have suffered no privationsy have under-^ 
gone no unnecessary fatigue, there has bteen- no loss of storesy 
aliid the army is' in the highest spirits/ I have received, through- 
out the service, the greatest assistanee from the Genervl and 
Staff Officers. Lieutenant-'General Sir Brent Spencer h«is givenr 
Hae the assistance which his experience enables him to afford 
me ; and I am particularly indebted to the Adjutant and Quar--' 
tier-Master General, and officers of their departtfients, and 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Bathurst, and the offiCfersT of my personal 
^taff;- ta Brigadier-GetHeral HoV;ortb, and the artillery, and par- 
ticularly to Lieutenant-Coloixel Fletcher, Captain Ghapmao,- 
and the officers of the Royal Engineers. I must likewise men- 
tion Mr. Kennedy and the officers of the Commissariat, wbicif 
department has been carried on' most successfully. 

" 1 should hot do justice to the service, or to my own feel- 
ings,* if I did not take this opportunity of drarvi'ing your Lord^ 
Aip'a attention to the merits of Marshal Beresford. To hin» 
exclusively, uitder the Portuguese government^ is due the merit. 
)0f having raised, formed, disciplined,. atid equipped, the Portu-' 
giiese army, which has now stfown itself capable of engagingV 
and defeating the enemy. I have besid(6s received from him, 
upon all occasions, all the assistance which bis eitperience and 
abilitiesy and knowledge of this country, have qualified bim'to' 
afford me. The enemy have made no movement in Estrema- 
dura, or ih the northern provinces, since I addressed your Lord- 
ship last. ' My last accounts from Gadia are of the 9th instant. 
I inclose a return of the killed and wounded of the allied armies* 
ia the course of the 25fh, 26th, 27tli, and 12Bth instant. I send 
this dispatch by my aid-de-'camp. Captain Burgh, to whom I 
beg to refer your Lordship for any further details, and to re^ 
commend him to your Lordship's notice. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington/' 

*« To^thc Barl of Liverpool." 
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Battlb op Fuentes D'Onor. 

«' ViBa Formosa^ 8di TAvh l&l 1 ^ 
''My Lord, 
^'The enemy's whok artny, cotiststing of the^fd, 6th, and 
Bth c'otphy and all the cavalry which cOdld be collected in 
Castfle and Leon, hicfudhig about nhle hundred of tii^ 
imperial guard, cfoK9ed the A^ueda at Cibdad Rodrigo on 
the ^d instant. The battalions of the 9th corps had been joined 
to the regiments to which they bc^Ionged in Ae ptber three corps^ 
excepting a division consisting of battalions belonging to regi^ 
hients in the corps doing duty in Andalusia; which division 
likewise formed part of the army. As my object in maintain-^ 
ing a position between the Coa and the Agueda, after the 
enemy had retired from the former, was to blockade Almeida,- 
which place, I had learnt from intercepted letters and other 
information, Was iH supplied with provisions for its garrison, and 
as the enemy wei'e infinitely superior to us in cavalry, I did not 
give any opposition to their match, and they passed the Azavo on 
that evening in the neighbourhood of Espeja, Carpio, and Galle-^ 
gos. They continued their march on the 3d in the morning 
towards the Ddas Casas, in three columns, two of them consist- 
ing of the 2d and 8th corps, to the neighbourhood of Almeida 
and Fort Conception, and the 3d, consisting of the whole of the 
cavalry and th6 6th, and that part of the 9th corps which had 
not already been drafted into the other three. The allied army 
had been cantoned along the ri^er Duas Casas, and on the 
sources of the Azavo, the light division at Gallegos and Espeja^ 
This last feir back upon Fuentes D'Onor, on the Duas Casas, 
vvith the British ^cavstlry, in proportion as the enemy advanced, 
and the 1st, 3d, arid 7th divisions were collected at that place ; 
and the 6th division, under Major-General Campbell, observed 
the bridge at Alameda ; and Major-General Sir William 
Erskine, with the 5th division, the passages of the Duas Casas, 
at Fort Conception, and Aldea d'Obispo. Brigadier-General 
Pack's brigade, with the queen's regiment from the 6th division, 
kept the blockade of Almeida, and I had prevailed upon Don 
Julian Sanchez to occupy Nave d'Aver with his corps of Spanish 
cavalry and infantry. The light division were moved in the 
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evening to join General Campbell, upon finding that the enemy 
^ere in strength in that quarter ; and they were brought back 
ng^ po Fuentes d'Onor on the morning of the 5th^ when it 
was found that the 8th corps had joined the 6th on the enemy's 
lieft. Shortly after the enemy had formed on the ground od the 
right of the f)uas Casas, on the afternoon of the 3d they attacked 
vi^h ^ very large force the village of Fuentes d'Onor, which 
was defended in a moat gallant n^i^er by Lieutenant-Colonel 
^illiamsj of the 5th battalion 60th regiment, in command of 
the light infantry battalions belonging to Major-General Picton's 
division, supported by the light infantry battalion in Major-General 
KightingalPs brigade, commanded by Major Dick of die 42d regi- 
nientiand the light infantry battalion in Major-General Howard's 
brigade,, commanded by Major M'Donnell of the 99d regiment, 
^nd the light infantry battalion of the King's German legion, 
^commanded by Major Ally of the dd battalion of the line, and 
by the 2d battalion of the 83d regiment under Major Carr. 
These, troops maintained their position; but having observed 
the repeated efforts which the enemy were making to obtain 
possession of the* village^ and being aware of the advantage 
which they would derive from the possession in their subsequent 
operations, I reinforced the village successively with the 71st 
legiment, und^r the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogan, 
and the 7gth under Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, and the 24th 
fegiraent vuder Major Chamberlain. The former, at the head 
of the 7 1st regiment^ charged the enemy, and drove them from 
the part of the village of which they had obtained a momentary 
possession. Nearly at. this time Lieutenant- Colonel Williams 
was unfortunately wounded^ but I hope not dangerously^ and 
die command devolved upon Lieutenantr Colonel Camjeron of 
the 79th regiment. The contest continued till night, when our 
troops remained in possession of the whole. I then withdrew 
the light infantry battalions and the 83d regiment, leaving the 
71st and 79th regipients only in the village, and the 2d battalioq 
94th regiment to support them* On the 4th the enemy recon- 
noitred the positions which we had occupied on the Duas 
Casas river, and during that night they moved General Junot's 
porps from. Alameda to the left of the position occupied by 
the 6tb corps, opposite to Fuentes d*Onor. From the cqutsq 
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of the reconiloiffitwice of the 4th, I had ioaagioed thlit tHe ev^mf 
would ei^deavouc. to obtain possession of Fuentes d'Onor^ and 
of the grouad occupied by the troops bebmd that yUhge, by 
crossing the Puas Casas at Poya Velho, and in the eyening I 
mo^ed the 7lh .diTision, under Major-General Houston, to the 
right, in order, if possible, to protect that passage* On the 
morning of the 5th, the 8th corps appeared in two columns, w ith 
all the cavalryy on the opposite side of the valley of the Dua^ 
Casas to Poya Velho ; and as the 6th and gth corps also made 
a movemenC to their left, the light division, which had been 
brought back from the neighbourhood of Alameda, was sedt 
with the cava}j;y under Sir Sfapleton Cotton to support Majort- 
General Houston, while the 1st and 3d divisions made a move^ 
ment to their right along the ridge between the Turon and 
Duas Casas rivers, corresponding to that of the 6th and 9th 
corps on the right of the Duas Casas. The 8th corps attacked 
Major-rGeneral Houston's advanced guard, consisting of the 85th 
regiment under Major Mcintosh, and the fid Portuguese ca^a* 
(lores under Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon, and obliged them to 
retire ; and they, retired in good order, although with some loss. 
The 8th corps being thus established in Poya Velho, the 
enemy's cavalry turned the right of the 7th division between 
Poya Velho and Nave d'Aver, from which last place Dob 
Julian Sanchez bad been obliged to retire, and the cavaliy 
charged. The charge of the advanced guard of the enemy's 
cavalry was met by two or three squadrons of the different regi* 
ments of British drag<K>ns, and the enemy were driven back, and 
Colonel La Motte of the 13th chasseurs, and some prisoners^ 
taken. The main body were checked and obliged to retire by 
the fire of Major-General Houston's division ; and I particularly 
observed the chasseurs Britanniques, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eustace, as behaving in the most steady manner, and Majors 
General Houston mentions in high terms the conduct of a detach- 
ment of the Duke of Brunswick's light infantry. Notwith- 
standing that this charge was repulsed, 1 determined to concen* 
trate pur force towards the left, and to move the 7th and light 
divisions,' and die cavalry from Poya Velho towards Fuentes 
d'Onor, and ^ ptiiec two divisions. I had occupied Pqya 



^elho and that neigbbourbood^ in boptes ihttt I abodd be uiie 
to maintain the communication acrossr the Cca by Sabttga}> a9 
wbll as provide for the blockade^ ^hioh objects, it was bow 
obvious, were incompatible with eacb other, and £ therefore 
abandoned that which was the least important, and placed the 
light division in reserve, in the rear of the left of the 1 at division, 
and the 7th division on some commanding ground beyond the 
Turon, which protected the right flank and rear of the Ist divi« 
sion, and covered our communication with the Coa, and pre- 
vented that of tlie enemy with Almeida, by the fmAs between 
the Turon and that river. The inovsemeot of the troops upon 
this occasion was well conducted, although under very critical 
circumstances, by Major^General Houston, Brigadier-Generri 
Craufurd, and LieutenantrGenefal Sir Stapleton Cotton. The 
7tb division was covered in its passage of the Turon by the light 
division under Brigadier-General Craufurdy and this last, in its 
march to join the 1st division, by the British cavalry. Our 
position thus extended on the high ground from the Turon to 
the Duas Casas. The 7tb division on the left of the Turon, 
covered the rear of the right ; the first division, in two lines, 
were on the right ; Colonel Ashworth's brigade, in two linea^ in 
the centre ; and the 3d division, in two lines, on die left. Tlie 
light division and British cavalry in reserve; and the village 
of Fuentes d'Onor in front of the left. Don Julian's infantry 
joined the 7th division in Freneda ; and I sent him inith bis 
cavalry to endeavour to interrupt the enemy's communicatbn 
with Ciudad Rodrigo. The enemy's efforts oa the right part of 
our position, after it was occupied as I have above described, 
were confined to a cannonade, and to some charges with their 
cavalry upon the advanced posts. The picquets of the first 
division, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, of the Sd regiment of 
guards, repulsed one of these ; but as they were falling back, 
they did not see the direction of another in sufficient time to 
form to oppose it, and lieutenant-Colonel Hill was taken prison^ 
er, aiid many men were wounded and some taken, before a de- 
tachment of the British cavalry could move up to their support. 
The 2d battalion, 42d regiment, under Lord Blan^e^ also 
repulsed a charge of the cavalry directed against them. They 
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likewise attempted .to push a body of light infsmtry down the 
«aviae .of the Turon to the right of the first diwion, which were 
cepulsed by the light iafantry of the guards, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Guise, aided by five companies of the 95A, under 
Captain O'Hara. Major-General Nightingall was wounded 
in the course -of the cannonade, but I hope not severely. The 
enemy's ^irincipai effort was throughout this day again directed 
against fueotes d'Qoor; and notwithstanding that the whole of 
the^fith corps was at different periods of the day employed ta 
attadtJthis viUa^e, they jconld never gain more tlian a temporary 
possession of it. Jt«was defended by the S^th, 71 strand 79t^ 
K^taentB, .under the command of Colonel Cameron ; and these 
troops weee supported by .the light infantry battalions in the 3d 
division, commanded by Major Woodgate; the light infantry 
battalions in the 1st division, commanded by Major Dick, 
Major JSlacdonald, and Major Ally ; the 6th Portuguese ca^a- 
dores, comnunded b^ Major Pinto ^ by the li^t companies ip 
Colonel Chan\plemonde's Portuguese brigade under Cotonej 
Sutton; and those in Colonel Ash worth's Portuguese brigade 
uqder Lieutenant-Colonel Pjnn ; and by the pi.cquets of the Sd 
division, under the comniand of the Honorable Lieutenaut- 
CoIoQ^l Trench' Lieutenant»Colonel Cameron was s^vercily 
wounded in the afternoon^ and the /command in the village 
devolved* upon the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogaiv 
The troops in Fuentes d*Onor were besides supported, wheu 
pressed by. the enemy, by the 74th regiment under Major Russ^ 
Manners, and the 8Bih regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wallace, beloiigipg to Colonel Maclsiunon's brigade ; and on 
one of these oocamns .the 8l8tlK with the 7 1st and 79th under 
the c<Hnmand of Colonel Mackinnoq, charged tlie enemy, and 
drove ;^em through Ae village ; and Colonel Mackinnon has 
.rtfportedj^articulacly the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, 
firigade*Major Wilde, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Stewart of 
the JBSth regiment. The conleai agam lasted in this guartej 
till night, M hen .our troops still Jbeld their post ; and from ^hat 
(time the enemy have made no firesh atlempt on any part of Our 
j)o^tton« The enemy manifested an intention to attack Majors 
iSeneral.Sir William £rsktne's post, at Aldea de) Bispo, on^Uf 



same morning, With a part of the Sd corps^ but the Major'^Gene*'' 
ri^I sent the ^d battalion of the Lusitanian legion across th%' 
ford of the Duas Casas, which bbliged thein to retire. In tbfe' 
course of last night the enemy cbtn'menced tc retire froiii their 
position on the 0uas Casas ; and this morning- at ddy-lfght *the 
whole were in motion. 1 cannot yet decide whether this move^ 
ihent is preparatory to some fresh attempt to raise the blockade 
of Almeida^ 'or is one of decided retreat ; but I have e^fery rea-^ 
son to hope, that they will not succeed in the first, and that they 
wilt be obliged to have recourse to the last. Hieir^shp^riority 
ill cavalry, is very great, owing to the weak state of our horses 
from recent fatigue and scarcity of forage; and the reduction 
of numbers in the Portuguese brigade of cavalry with this part 
of the army, in exchange for a British brigade sent into Estr^ 
ifeaduira with Marshal Sir William Beresford, owing to the 
failure of the measures reported to have been adopted to supply 
the horses and men with food on the service^ The result of a 
general action, brought on by an attack upon the enemy by us^ 
might, under these circumstances, have been doubtful ; and if 
the enemy had chosen to avoid it, or if they had met it, they 
would have taken advantage of the collection of our troops to 
fight this action to throw relief into Almeida. From the 
great superiority of force to which we have been opposed on 
this occasion, your Lordship will judge of the conduct of the 
officers and troops. The actions were partial, but very severe, 
and our loss has been great; the enem/s loss has also been 
great ; and they left 400 in the village of Fuentes d'Onor, and 
we have many prisoners. 1 particularly request your Lord- 
ship's attention to the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, and the honourable Lieutenant* 
Colonel Cadogan, and to that of Colonel Mackinnon, and Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel Kelly of the 24th regiment, and of the several 
pfficers commanding battalions of the line and of light infantry, 
which supported the troops ih T^uetites d'Onor. Likewise to 
that of Major M'Intosh of the 85th regiment, of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Nixon of the id cagadores, of* Lieutenant-Colond 
Eustace of the chasseurs Britanniques, and of Lord Blantyre.-^ 
Throughout these operations I ^ have received the greatest as^ 
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Stance from lieutenant-Generd Sir Brent Spencer, and all the 
genefal officers of the army ; und frpm the Adjutant and Quarteiw 
nmste^General and the officers of their several departments, and 
those of my personal staff. — From intelligence from Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, I learn that he has invested Badajos on 
the left of the Guadiana, and is moving there stores for the at- 
tack of the place. I have thehonoir to inform you, that die 
intelligence has been confirmed that Joseph Buonaparte passed 
Talladolid on his way to Paris on the 27Ui of April. It is not 
deoii^ by the French officers that he i» gone to Paris. — I have 
the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) « Weli^ikoton.** 

** My Lord, " Villa Formosa, May 10th, 1811. 

" The eneniy retired on the 8th to the woods between Esp^ja, 
Gallegos, and Fuentes D'Onor, in which position the whole 
army were collected on that day and yesterday, with the excep-^ 
tion of that part of the second corps which continued opposite 
Alameda. Last night the whole broke up and retired across 
the Azava, covering their retreat by their numerous cavalry; and 
this day the whole have retired across the Agueda, leaving Al-^ 
meida to its fate. The second corps retired by the bridge of 
Barba del Pueno and the ford of Val d'Espino on the Agueda. 
Our advanced posts are upon the Azava and on the lower 
Agueda, and the army will be to-morrow in the cantonments oi¥ 
the Duas Casas. — I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

(Signed) '* Wellington/' 

9 

SlEiGB AKD GaI^TURE OF CiDDAD RoDRlGOJ 

January and February, 1812. 

*' Gallegod, January Qth, 181^. 
'' I invented Ciudad Rodrlgo yesterday. Since the enemy 
have had possession of ihe place they have constructed a palisa-> 
doed redoubt on the hill of San Francesco, and have fortified 
fhree convents in the suburb, the defences of which are connected 
with^die work on the hill of St. Francesco* and with the old line 
by which the suburb was surrounded. " By these means the ene- 
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tny.have increased the difficulty of approaching the place; an4 
it was necessary to obtain possession of the work on the bill 
of St. ¥xnnpiaeo, before we could make itny progress in our 

attack. 

'' Accordingly Major-Ceneral Craufurd directed a detachment 
of the light division, under the con^nwind of Lieutenatk-Cotoiiel 
Colbome, of the 5^ regiment, ^o at^ac^L jtbe work shortly after 
it was dark. The ;ittack was very ably ^omducted by Ueute^ 
naiit-Colonel Colbome, and the work was taken by storm in a 
short jtime-^jtwo Captains and forty-seven men were made priw 
iioners, and the remainder of the garrison were put to the sw^rd* 
We took three pieces of cannon. I jcaunojt sufficiently applaud 
the conduct of Lieutenant-Cplopel Colbome, and of th» detach^* 
ment under his command, upon this occ^iqn. 

^^ I am happ^ to add^ that our Ipss in diis affair lias not beej[i 
eevere, six ipen having been klHed. Captain Mein and lieute^ 
liant Woodgate^ of the ^2d, Lieutenant Hawkesley, of the 95tfa, 
;atid fourteen m/en^ having been wQunded. 

'^ The success of this operaticm enabled us immediately to 
l>reak ground within 600 yards of the place, notwithstanding that 
jthe enemy still held the fbrtified convents— and the enemy's 
work has been turned into a part of our firsit parallel^ and a good 
^ommunica^on mnde with it*" 

^ Gallegos, January 15th, 1812. 

'^ We have cootinjied our operations against Ciudad Rodrigo 
4»ince I addressed you on the 0th instant* — We opened our fire 
from twenty-two pieces of ordnance in three batteries in thefiraft 
|>arallel yesterday afternoon; .and we opened />ur a|]|proach tOj 
and established ourselves in our second jparallj^l, 150 yards froiQ 
ihe place, last night. 

'f This measure has baen facilitated by Lieutonant-Cieneral 
.praham having surpcised the enemy's ^letacbmeqt in the oouyent 
pf Santa Crua^ close to ,the i>Q(ly of the place, on the night o/ 
the 15th. The right of Qur approaobes was protected and se*- 
cared by this operatiop. Major-General the Honorable Charley 
CoWille, who commands the 4th division in the absenc;e of the 
JHLojiorable X'ieut^mmt^Qen^ral Cole^ likewise attacked the cnc^ 
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mj's post in the cooTent of San Francesco last night, and ob- 
tained possession of that post/ and of the other fortified posts in 
the suburb, ^rhere our troops are. now lodged. Our left is pro- 
tected and secured by this operation. Two pieces of cannon 
were taken in the convent of San Francesco. 

. '^ My. Lord, ^^ Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

'' I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the ninth, that 
I bad:attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that of the 15th, of the 
progress of: the operations to that period; and I have now the 
pleasure to acquaint your Lordship that we took the place by 
storm yesterday evening after dark. 

'' We continued from the loth to the Idth to complete the 
second parallel, and the communications with that work; and 
we had made some progress by sap towards . the crest of the 
glacis. On the night of the 15th we likewise advanced from 
the left of the first parallel down the slope of the hill, towards 
the convent of St, Francesco, to a situation from'which the walls 
of the Fausse Braye and of the town were seen, on which a bat- 
tery of seven guns was constructed, and they commenced their 
fire on the morning of the 18th. , 

^' In the mean time the batteries in the Qrst parallel continued 
their fire ; and yesterday evening their fire had not only consider- 
ably injured the defences of the place, but had made breaches 
in the Fausse Braye wall, and in the body of the place, which 
were considered practicable ; while the battery on the slope of 
the hill, which had been commenced on the night of the loth, 
and had opened on the .18th, had been equally efficient still fur- 
ther to the left, and opposite to the suburb of St. Francesco, y 

'^ I therefore determined to storm the place, notwithstanding 
that the approaches had not been brought to the crest of the 
glacis, and the counterscarp of the ditch was still entire. The 
attack was accordingly made yesterday evening in five separate 
columns, consisting of the troops of the 3d and light divisions, 
and of Brigadrer^Genend Pack's brigade. The two right co- 
lumns conducted by Liei^tenant-Colonel O'Toole, of the second 
caQadores, and Major Ridge, of the 5th regiment, were destined 
to protect the advance of Major-General Mackinnon's brigade, 
R. M. Cal I, N 
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fonning the third, to the top of the breiach in Ac Fausse Brtiy« 
'wall, and all these, being composed of tro«>p8 of the Si diviaien, 
were under the direction of Lieutenant-General Ptcton» 

** The fourth column, consisting of the 4Sd and 59A regite6Dts, 
and part of the 95th regiment, being of the Hf^ division under 
the direction of Major-General Craufurd, attacked the breaches 
on the left, in the front of the sujMub of St. Francesco, aud 
covered the left of the attack /rf the principal breadi by the 
troops of the 3d division ; and Brigadier-General Pack was de- 
stined with his brigade, forming the 5tfa column, to nKake % false 
attack upon the southern face of the fort. Besides these fiv^ 
columns, the 94th regiment, belonging to the 3d tlivision, de- 
scended into the ditch iu two columns' on the right of Major* 
General Mackinnon's brigade, with a view to protect the descent 
of that body into the ditch, and its attack of the breach in the 
'Fansse Braye, against the obstacles which it was supposed the 
%nemy would construct to oppose their progress. 

'' AH these attacks succeeded; and Brigadier-General Pack 
even surpassed my expectations, having converted his false attack 
into a real one, and bis advanced guard, under the command of 
Major Lynch, having followed the enemy's troops from the 
advanced works into the Fausse Braye, where they made pri- 
soners of all opposed to them. 

^ Major Ridge, of the 2d battalion of the 5th regiment, having 
escaladed the Fausse Braye wall, stormed the principal breach 
in the body of the place, together with the 94th regiment, com- 
manded by laeutenant-CoIonel Campbell, which had moved 
along the ditch at the same time^ and had stormed the breach in 
fhe Fausse Braye, both in front of Major-General Mackinnon*8 
brigade. Thus these regiments not only^ectually covered the 
advance from the trenches of Major-Genefral Mackinnon's bri- 
gade by their first movements aiid operations, but they preceded 
them in the attack. 

'* Major General Craufurd and Major-General Yandeleur, 
and the troops of the light division on the left, were likewise 
very forward on that side; and in less than half an boar from At 
time the attack commenced^ our troops were in possession of, 
aud fbrmed on the ramparts of the place, each body contiguous 
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to the other. ' The enemy then submitted, having sustained a 
considerable loss in the contest. 

** Our loss was also, I am concerned to add, severe, particu- 
larly in officers of high rank and estimation in this army. Ma- 
jor-General Mackinnou was unfortunately blown up by the 
accidental explosion of one of the enemy's expence magazines, 
close to the breach, after he had gallantly and successfully led 
the troops under his command to the attack. Major-General 
Craufurd likewise received a severe wound while he viras leading | 
CD the light division to the storm, and I am apprehensive that I 
shall be deprived for some time of his assistance. Major-Ge- 
neral Vancieleur was likewise wounded in the same manner, but 
not so severely, and he was able to continue in the field. I have 
to add to this list Lieutenant-Colonel Colbome of the 52d regi- 
ment, and Major George Napier, who led the storming party 
pf the light division, and was wounded on the top of the breach. 

" I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship the uni- 
form good conduct, spirit of enterprize, and patience and perse- 
verance in the performance of great labour, by which the gene- 
ral officers, officers, and troops of the Ist, 3d, 4th, and light di» 
visions, and Brigadier-General Pack's brigade, by whom the 
siege was carried on, have been distinguished during the late 
operations. Lieutenant-General Graham assisted me in super- 
intending the conduct of the details of the siege, besides per- 
forming the duties of the general officer commanding the first 
division; and I am much indebted to the suggestions and assist- 
ance 1 received from him for the success of this enterprize. 

** The conduct of alt parts of the 3d division, in the operations 
wliich they performed with so much gallantry and exactness on 
the evening of the 19th, in the dark, affords the strongest proof of 
the abilities of Lieutenant-General Picton and Major-General 
Mackinnon^ by whom they were directed and led; but I beg 
particularly to draw your Lordship's attention to the conduct of 
Lieutenant-Colonel O'Toole of the 2d ca^adores, of Major 
Ridge of the 2d battalion 5th foot, of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell of the C)4th regiment, of Major Manners of the 74th, 
find of Major Grey, of the 2d battalion 5th foot, who has been 
U'oitfided twice during this siege. 
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*^ It is but justice also to the Sd division to report, that the 
men who performed the sap belonged to the 45th, 74th, and 
88th regiments, under the command of Captain M^Leod, of 
the Royal Engineers, and Captain Thompson of the 74tfa; 
Lieutenant Beresford of the d8th, and Lieutenant Metcalfe of 
the 45th; and they distinguished themselves not less in the storm 
of the place, than they had in the performance of their laborious 
duty during the siege. 

*' I have already reported, in my letter of the 9th instant, my 
sense of the conduct of Major-General Craufurd^ and of Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel Colborne, and of the troops of the light division^ 
in the storm of the redoubt of St. Francesco, on the evening of 
the 8th instant. The conduct of these troops was equally dis- 
tinguished throughout the siege and in the storm. Nothing could 
exceed the gallantry with which these brave officers and troops 
advanced^ and accomplished the difficult operation allotted to 
them, notwithstanding that all their leaders had fallen. 

'^ 1 particularly request your Lordship*s attention to the con- 
duct of Major-General Craufurd, Major-General Vandeleur, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barnard, of the . 95tb, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Colborne, Major Gibbs, and Major Napier of the 52d, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel M^Leod of the 43d. The conduct of 
Captain Duffey of the 43d, and that of Lieutenant Gurwood, 
of the 62d regiment, who was wounded, have likewise been 
particularly reported to me^ Lieutenant-Colonel Elder, and the 
3d ca^adores, were likewise distinguished upon this occasion. 

" The 1st Portuguese regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel 
Hill, and the l6th, under Colonel Campbell, being Brigadier- 
General Pack's brigade, were likewise distinguished in the 
storm, under the command of the Brigadier-General, who parti- 
cularly mentions Major Lynch. 

" In my dispatch of the 1.5th, I reported to your Lordship 
the attack of the convent of Santa Cruz by the troops of the 1st 
division, under the direction of Lieutenant-General Graham; 
pnd that of the convent of Saint Francesco, on the J 4th instant, 
under the direction of Major-General the Honorable Charles 
Colville. The first-mentioned enterprise was performed by 
Captain Laroche de Starkenfels^ of the first line battalioii King's 
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Getman Legion ; the last by Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt, ^ith 
the 40th regiment-^This regiment remained from that time in 
the suburbs of Skint Francesco^ and materially assisted our attack 
on that side of the place. 
« '^ Althoiigh it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 1st 
and 4th divisions to bring these operations to their successful 
close, they distinguished themselves throughout their progress, 
by the patience and perseverance \dth which they performed the 
labours of the siege. I'he brigade of guards, under Major 
Henry Campbell, was particularly distinguished in this respect. 

^' I likewise request your Lordship's attention to the conduct 
of Lieut^riant-Cdlonel Fletcher, the chief £'ngineer, and of Bri- 
gade-Major Jones, and the officers and men of the royal En- 
gineers. The ability with which these operations were carried 
on exceeds all praise; and I beg leave* to recommend those 
officers to your Lordship most particularly. 
'*' Major Dickson, of the royal artillery, attached to the Por- 
togaese artillery, has, for some time, had the direption of the 
heavy train attached to this army, and has conducted the intricate 
details of the late operation, arhe did those of the late sieges of 
Badajoz, in the last summer, much to my satisfaction. The 
rapid execution produced by the well-directed fire k^pt up from 
our batteries, affords the best proof of the merits of the officers 
and men of the royal artillery, and of the Portuguese artillery 
emplojied'on this occasion. But I must particularly mention 
BrigaderMajor May, and Captains Holcombe, Power, Dyneley, 
and Dundiab, of the royal artillery, and Captains Da Cunha and 
Da Corta, and Lieutenant Silve, of the Ist regiment of Portu- 
guese artillery. 

'' I have likewise particularly to report to your Lordship the 
conduct of Major Sturgeon, of the royal staff corps. He con- 
structed and placed for us the bridge over the Agueda, without 
i^hich the enterprize could not have been attempted; and he 
afterwards materially assisted Lieutenant-General Graham and 
myself^ in our reconnoissance of the place, on which the plan of 
attack was founded; and he finally conducted\the second battalion 
and 5th regiment, as well as the 2d cagadores, to their points 
of attack. 

^'The Adjutant-General, and the Deputy-Quarter-Master- 
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General, and the officers of tlieir several departments^ gave mt 
every assistance throughout this service, as well as those of my 
personal staff; and I have great pleasure in adding, that, notwith- 
standing the season of the year, and the increased difficulties of 
procuring supplies for the troops, the whole army have been 
well supplied, and every branch of the service provided for 
during the late operations, by the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Commissary-General Bisset, and the officers belonging to his 
department. 

<^ The Marshal del Campo Don Carlos d'Espana, and Don 
Julian Sanchez, observed the enemy's movements beyond the 
Tormes, during the operations of the siege ; and 1 am much 
obliged to them, and to the people of Castile in general, for the 
assistance I received from them. The latter have invariably 
shewn their detestation of the French tyranny, and their desire 
to contribute, by every means in their power, to remove it. 

*^ I will hereafter transmit to your Lordship a detailed ac- 
count of what we have found in the place ; but I believe there 
are 153 pieces of ordnance, including the heavy train belonging 
to the French army, and great quantities of ammunition and 
stores. We have the Governor, General Banier, about 78 offi- 
cers, and 1,700 men, prisoners. 

^' I transmit this dispatch by my aid-de-camp, the Honorable 
Major Gordon, who will give your Lordship any further details 
you may require ; and I beg leave to recommend him to your 
protection. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington." 

Siege and Capture of Badajoz. 
March and April, 1812. 

'' Elvas, March 13, 1812. 

'* I moved the head-quarters from Frenada on the 6th, and 
arrived here on the 1 1 th instant. 

" There are none of the enemy's troops in the field in Estre- 
madura, excepting that part of the 5th corps not in the garrison 
of Biidajoz; the head-quarters of which are at Villa Franca, and 
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a detaohmoBt, copsisting of about a division^ under General Da« 
rican^ whose bead*qaarters are at La Serena. 

" The enemy have made no movement^ and I have heard of 
no operation of importance since I addressed your Lordship bst. 
According to the last accounts^ Marshal Soult was in the lines 
before Cadiz. 

^' Camp before Badajoz^ March 20, 1812. 

'^ According to the intention which I announced to your 
I<ordship, I broke up the cantonments of the army on the 15tb 
and 16th instant, and invested Badajoz, on the left of the river 
Guadiana, on the l6th, with the Sd, 4th, and light divisions of 
infantry, and with a brigade of Lieutenant-General Hamilton's 
division on the right. These troops are under the command of 
Marshal Sir William Beresford and Lieutenant-General Picton. 
We broke ground on the following day, and have established a 
parallel within two hundred yards of the outwork called the 
Picurina, which embraces the whole of the south-east angle of 
die fort. The work has continued ever since with great celerity, 
notwithstanding the very, bad weather we have had since the 

'^ The enemy made a sortie yesterday, from the gate called 
La Trinidad, on the rigbt of ottr attack, with about two thousand 
men. They were filmost immediately driven in without effect- 
ing any object, vvith considerable loss, by Major-General Bowes, 
who commanded the guard in the trenches. We lost upon this 
occasion a very promising oQcer, Captain Cuthbert, aid-de- 
camp to Lieutenant-General Picton^ killed; and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fletcher wfts slightly wounded, but 1 hope that he will 
soon be able to resume bis dutiep. I have not yet got the re- 
turns, but I believe that our loss, since the commencement of 
these operations^ amounts to one hundred and twenty men in 
killed an4 wounded." 

" Badajoz, March 27, 1812, 

'' The operations of the siege of Badajoz have continued 
sjuc^ I addressed you Qn the 20tb, notwithstanding the badness 
of th^ w(^t)ier, till the 2dtb instunt. On that day we opened 
our fire from 28 pieces of ordnance in six batteries, \n tl^e first 
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parallel ; two of which were intended to fire upon the otttwork 
called La Picurina, and the other four to enfilade or destroy tiie 
defences of the fort on the side attacked. I directed Major- 
General Kempt, who commanded in the trenches on that after- 
noon, to attack La Picurina' by storm, after it was dark that 
night, which service be effected in the most judicious and gallant 
manner. 

'' The attack was made by 500 men of the 3d division, formed 
into three detachments ; the right under the command of 
Major Matthew Shawe of the 74th ; the centre under the 
Hon. Captain Powys, of the 83d ; and the left under Major 
Rudd, of the 77th regiment. The communication between the 
outwork and the body of the place was entered on its right and 
left by the right and left detachments, each consisting of £00 
men ; half of each of which detachments protected ' the attack 
from sallies from the fort, while others attacked the work in its 
gorge. 

" It was first entered, however, by the centre detachment of 
100 men, under the command of the Hon. Captain Powys, of 
the 83d regiment, who escaladed the work at the salient angle, 
at a point at which the pallisades had been injiired by^our fire. 
The detachment which attacked the work. b/tfie* gorge had the 
most serious difiiculties to contend with, as it was 'closed by not 
less than three rows of strong pallisades, defended 'by musketry, 
and a place of arms for the garrison, musket-proof, and loop-- 
holed throughout. When the attack upon the salient angle, 
however, succeeded, the whole got into the work. 

" The enemy's garrison in the outwork consisted of 250 
men, with seven pieces of artillery, under the command of Colo- 
nel Gaspard Thiery, of the Etat Major of the Army of the 
South ; but very few, if any, escaped. The Colonel, three other 
officers, and 86 men, have been taken prisoners, and the re- 
mainder were either killed by the fire of our troops, or drowned 
in the inundation of the river Rivellas. The enemy made a sortie 
. from the ravelin called St. Roque, either with a view to recover 
La Picurina, or to protect the retreat of the garrison, but they 
were immediately driven in by the detachment stationed in the 
communication to' protect the attack. 
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^ Major-General Kempt mentions in high tenns^ in his re-- 
porty the ,cool and persevering gallantry of the officers and 
troops ; of which indeed the strength of the work, which they 
carried^ affords the best proof. He particularly mentions lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hardinge, of the staff of the Portuguese army, 
who attended him on this occasion. Captain Bennett, his aid*de- 
camp, and Brigade-Major Wilde, who was unfortunately killed 
by a 'cannon-shot after the work was in our possession ; likewise 
Captain Hollo way, Lieutenants Gipps and Stan way, of the 
Royal Engineers, who conducted the several detachments to the 
points of attack, and Majors Shawe and Rudd, and the Hon.' 
Captain Powys, who commanded the ' several detachments. 
These three officers were wounded, the latter on the parapet of 
the work, which he had been the first to mount by ladders. 

^^ I have to add to this account the high sense I entertain of 
the judicious ^manner and gallantry with which* Major-General 
Kempt carried into execution the service which I had entrusted 
to him. 

'' We thus established ourselves in La Picurina on the night 
of the 25th, and opened the second parallel within 300 yards ^ 
of the body of the place : in which two batteries were com- 
menced last night. 

'' It is impossible that 1 can do justice to the zeal, activity,. 
and indefatigable labor of the officers and soldiers with which 
these operations have been carried 'on in the most un&vourable 
weather.*' 

" Camp before Badajdz, April 3, 1812. ' 

*' We opened our fire on the 31st of March from twenty- 
six pieces of cannon, in the second parallel, to breach the face of 
the bastion at the south-east angle of the fort called La Trini- 
dad ; and the flank of the bastion by which the face is defended 
called Santa Maria. The fire upon these has continued since 
with great effect. 

** The enemy made a sortie upon the night of the 29th, upon 
the troops of General. Hamilton's division^ which invest the place 
to the right of the Guadiana^ but were immediately driven in 
with loss. We lost no men on this occasion. 

** The movements of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham 



202 fuib |Bar^l)d^« 

and of I^euteaftfit-GeQeral Sk Rowland H31 bave obliged the 
enemy to retire by the different roads towards Cordova^ with the 
exception of a small body of infantry and cavalry, which re- 
mained at Zaiamea de la Serena^ in front of Belalcazar. 

^' Marshal Souk broke up in front of Cadiz on the 23d and 
24th^ and has marched upon Seville with all the troops which 
were there, with the exception of four thousand men. 

'^ I understand that he was to march from SevUle again on the 
dOth or 3 1st* 

** I have not heard from Castile since the 30th ultimo. One 
division of the army of Portugal, which had been in the pro* 
vince of Aviia, had on that day arrived at Guadapero, within 
two leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and it was supposed that Majr- 
shal Marmont was on his march with other troops from the side 
of Sialamanca. 

, '' The river Agueda was not fordable for troops on the 
80th." 

'' My Lord^ "Camp before Badajoz, April 7, 1812. 

'' My dispatch of the 3d instant will have apprised your Lord* 
ship of the state of the operations against Badajoz to that date^ 
which were brought to a close on the night of the 6th, by the 
capture of the place by storm. 

** The fire continued during the 4th and 5th against the face 
of the bastion of La Trinidad, and the 6ank of the bastion of 
Santa Maria ; and on the 4th, in the morning, we opened another 
battery of six guns^ in the second parallel, against the shoulder 
of the ravelin of St. Roque, and the wall in its gorge. 

" Practicable breaches were effected in the bastions above 
mentioned^ in the evening of the 5th ; but as I had observed that 
the enemy had entreiiched the bastion of La Trinidad, and the 
most formidable preparations were making for the defence as 
well of the breach in that bastion, as of that of the bastion of Santa 
Maria, I determined to delay the attack for another day, and to 
turn all the guns in the batteries in the second parallel on the 
curtain of La Trinidad, in hopes that by effecting a third breach 
the troops would be enabled to turn the enemy's works for the 
defence of the other two, the attack of which would be9ides 
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be connected by the troops destined to attack the breach in the 
curtain. 

'' This breach was effected in the evening of the 6th, and the 
fire of the ikce of the bastion of Santa Maria and of the flank of 
the bastion of La Trinidad being overcome, I determined to 
attack the place that night. 

*' I had kept in reserve, in the neighbourhood of this camp, 
the 5th division, under Lieutenant-General Leith, and which 
had left Castile only in the middle of March, and had but lately 
arrived in this part of the country, und I brought them up on 
that evening. 

''The plan for the attack was, that Lieutenant-General Pic- 
ton should attack the castle of Badajoz by escalade with the dd 
division ; and a detachment from the guard in the trenches, fur- 
nished that evening by the 4th division, under Major Wilson of 
the 48di regiment, should attack the ravelin of St. Roque upon 
his left; while the 4th division, the Honorable Major-General 
Colville, and the light division, under lieutenant-Colonel Bar- 
nard, should attack the breaches in the bastions of La Trinidad 
and of Santa Maria, and in the curtain by which they are con- 
nected. The 5th division were to occupy the ground which 
the 4th and light divisions had occupied during the siege, and 
lieutenant-General Leith was to make a false attack upon the 
outwork, called Pardeleras, and another on the works of the 
fort towards the Guadiana, with the left brigade of the division, 
under Major-Genend Walker, which he was to turn into a real 
attack, if circumstances should prove favorable ; and Brigadier- 
General Power, who invested the place M^ith bis Portuguese bri- 
gade on the right of the Guadiana, was directed to make false 
attacks on the t^te-du-pont, the fort St. Christoval, and the new 
ledoubt called Mon-cceur. 

'^ The attack was accordingly made at ten at night. Lieu- 
tenant-General Picton preceding, by a few minutes, the attack 
by the remainder of the troops. 

** Major-General Kempt led this attack, which went out from 
the right of the first parallel; he was unfortunately wounded in 
crossing the Rivellas below the inundation ; but notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, and the obstinate resistance of the enemy. 



the; castle was carried by escalade^ and the 3d division establish" 
ed in it at about half-past eleven. 

. ^\ While this was going on, Major James Wilson, of the 48th 
regiment, carried the ravelin of St. Roque by. the gorge, with a 
dietachment of 200 men^f the guard in the trenches, and with 
the assistance of Major Squire, of the engineers^ established 
himself within that work. .^ . 

,'^< The 4th and light divisions moved to the attack from the 
camp along the left of the river Rivellas and of the inundation. 
They were not perceived by the enemy till they reached the 
covered way, and the advanced guards of the two divisions de- 
scended without difficulty into the ditch, protected by the fire of 
the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; and they 
advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by their gallant offi- 
cers, with the utmost intrepidity ; but such was the nature of the 
obstacles prepared by the enemy at the top and behind the 
breaches, and so determined their resistance, that our troops 
could not establish themselves within the place. Many brave 
officers. and soldiers were killed or wounded by explosions at the 
top of the breaches ; others who succeeded them were obliged 
to give way, having found it impossible to penetrate- the obsta- 
cles which the enemy had prepared to, impede their, progress. 
These attempts were repeated tUl^after twelvg^at^night, when^ find- 
ing that success was not to be attained, and that Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Picton was established in the castle. I ordered that the 4th 
and light divisions might retire to the ground on which they had 
first assembled for the attack. 

'^ In the mean time, Major-General Leith had pushed forward 
Major-General Walker's brigade on the left, supported by the 
dSth regiment under lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, and the 15th 
Portuguese regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel De Regoa : and, 
he had made a false attack upon the Pardeleras with the 8th ca9a- 
dores under Major Hill. . Major-General Walker forced the 
barrier on the road of Olivenga, and entered the covered way on 
the left of the bastion of St. Vincente, close to the Guadiana. 
He there descended into the ditch, and escaladed the face of the 
bastion of St. Vincente. 

^^ Lieutenant-General Leith supported this attack by the 38tb 
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regiment and the 15th Portuguene regiment ; and our troops being 
thus established in the castle, which commands all the works of the. 
town, and in the town^ and the 4th and light divisions being formed 
again for. the attack of the breaches, all resistance ceased ; and 
at day-light in the mornipg, the Governor/. General Philipon, 
who had retired to fort St. Christoval, surrendered^ together with 
General Veliande, and all the staff, and the whole garrison. 

'^ I have not got accurate reports of the streng.th of the gar- 
rison, or of the number of the prisoners ; but General Philipon 
has informed me; that it consisted of five thousand, men at the 
comiliencement of the.siege, of which twelve hundred were 
killed or wQunded during the operations, besides those lost in 
the assault of the place. There were five French battalions^ 
besides two of the regiment Hesse D'Armstadt, and the artillery, 
engineers, 8Cc. ; and 1 understand there are four thousand pri- 
soners. 

'' It is impossible that any expressions of mine can convey to 
your LoisJ^hip the sense which I entertain of the gallantry of the 
officers and troops upon this occasion. • . • » 

"The.Jist of killed and wouirtted^vrill .show, that the general 
officers, thebstafi" attached to them, .the commanding and other 
officers qf regiments, put the^nselves at the head of the attacks 
which they severally directed,; and set the example of gallantry, 
which was so well followed by their, men. > 

" Marshal Sir William Beresfofd assisted me in con4ucting 
the details of this siege, and I am much indeb.ted to,.him>for the 
cordial assistance which I received from him, as well during its 
progress^ as in the last operation, which brought it to a termi- 
nation. 

" The duties in the trenches were conducted successively by 
the Honorable Major-General Colville, Major-General Bowes, 
and Major-General Kempt, under the superintendance of Lieu- 
tenant-General Picton. I have had occasion to mention all these 
officers during the course of the operations, and they all distin- 
guished themselves, and were all wounded in the assault. I am 
particularly obliged to Lieu tenant-General Picton, for the man- 
ner in which he arranged the attack of the castle, and for that in 
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wfaieh he supported tie attack^ and established his troops in that 
important post. 

^' Lieutenant-General Leith's arrangements for the false attack 
upon the Pardeleras, «nd that under Major-General Walker, 
were likewise most jadicions, and he availed himself of the cir- 
cumstances of the moment, to push forward and support die 
attack under Major-General Walker^ in a manner highly credit- 
afoleto him. The gallantry and conduct o£ Major-General 
Walker, who was also wounded, and that of the officers and 
troops under his command, were highly conspicuous. 

*' The arrangements made by Major-General Colvilie, for the 
attack by the 4th division, were very judicious, and he led them 
to the attack in the most gallant manner. 

'^ In consequence of the absence, on account of sickness, of 
Major-General Vandeleur and Colonel Beckwith, lieutenant- 
Colonel Barnard commanded the light division in the ataauk, 
and distinguished himself, not less by the manner in which he 
made the arrangements for that operation^ than by his personal 
gallantry in its execution. 

'^ I have also to mention Major-General Hervey, of the Por- 
tuguese service, commanding a brigade in the 4th division, 
and Brigadier-General Champlemonde, commanding the Portu- 
guese brigade, in the Sd division, as highly distinguished ; Briga- 
dier-General Hervey was wounded in the storm. 

'^ Your Lordship will see, in the list of killed and wounded, 
a list of the commanding officers of regiments. In Lieutenant- 
Colonel Charles M^Leod, of the 43d regiment, who was killed 
in the breach, his Majesty has sustained the loss of an officer 
who was an ornament to his profession, and was capable of ren- 
dering the most important services to his country. I must like- 
wise mention Lieutenant- Colonel Gibbs, of the 57th regiment, 
who was wounded, and Major Peter O'Hare, of the 95th, unfor- 
tunately killed in the breach ; Lieutenant-Colonel Elder of the 
Sd, and Major Alegeo of the 1st cagadores ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Charles Alexander Harcourt, of the 40th, likewise wounded, 
was highly distinguished ; and Lieutenant-Colonel filakeney, of 
the Royal Fusileers, Knight of the 27th, Erskine of the 48th, 
and Captain John Thomas Leaky, who commanded the 2dd regi- 
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ment^ Lieutenant-Colonel Heniry William EUis liaviiig been 
wounded during the previous operations of the siege. 

'^ In the 5th division I must mention Major Hill, of the bth 
cagadores, who directed the false attack upon the fort Pardele- 
ras. It was impossible for any men to behave better than these 
did. I must likewise mention Lieutenant-Colonel Brook, of 
the 4th regiment, the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Carlton^ 
of the 44th, and Lieutenant-Colonel George Grey, of the dOth, 
who was unfortunately killed. The 2d battalion of the 38th, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel John Nugent, and the 1.5tfa Portu- 
guese regiment, under Colonel de Regoa, likewise performed 
their part in a very exemplary manner. 

'^ The officers and troops in the 3d division have distinguished 
themselves as usual in these operations. Lieutenant-General 
Picton has reported to me particularly the conduct of Lieute*- 
nant-Colonel William Williams, of the 60th ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ridge, of the 5th, who was unfortunately killed in the assault 
of the castle ; Lieutenant-Colonel Forbes, of the 45th regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Forster Fitzgerald, of the 60th; 
Lieutenant-Colonels Honorable Robert Le Poer Trench and 
Russell Manners, of the 74th regiment ; Major Henry WiOimn 
Carr of the 83d, and the Honorable Major Pakenham, Assist- 
ant Acyutant-General to the 3d division. 

'^ He has likewise particularly reported the good conduct of 
Colonel James Campbell, of the 94th, commanding the Honor- 
aUe Major-General ColviHe's brigade, during his absence in 
commund of the 4th division, whose conduct 1 have so frequent- 
ly had occasion to report to your Lordship. The officers and 
men of the corps of engineers and artillery were equally distin* 
guished during the operations of the siege, and in its close. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher continued to direct the works (not- 
withstanding that he was wounded in the sortie made by the 
enemy on the 19th of March), which were carried on by Major 
Squire and Major Burgoyne, under his directions. The former 
established the detachments under Major Wilson in the ravelin 
of St. Roque, oii the night of the storm ; the latter attended the 
attack of the 3d division on the castle. I have likewise to re 
port the good conduct of Major Johfi Thomas Jone^, Captaiii 



ao8 fim X&at^b^l^. 

Williaoi Nicholas^ and Captain Jphn Alexander Williams^ of 
the Royal Engineers. 

** Major Dickson conducted the details of the artiile/y ser- 
vice during this siege, as well as upon former occasions, under 
the general superintendance of Lieutenant-Colonel Framingliam^ 
who, since the absence of Major-General, Borthwick, has com* 
manded the artillery ^ith this army. I cannot sufficiently ap«* 
plaud the officers and soldiers of the British and Portuguese 
artillery during this siege,. particularly Lieutenant-Colonel Robe^ 
who opened the breaching batteries ; Majors John May and 
Harcourt Holcombe,. Captain Robert Gardiner^ and Lieutenant 
Bouchler, of the Royal Artillery.; Captain De Rettberg, of the 
King's German Artillery, and Major TuUoh of the Portuguese* 

'^ Adverting to the extent of the details of the ordnance de- 
partment during the siege^ to the difficulty of the weather, &c. 
with which Major Dickson had to contend, I must mentionjiim 
most particularly to your Lordship. 

. " The officers of the Adjutant and Quarter^Master-General's 
departments rendered me every assistance on this occasion, as 
well as those of my personal Staff; and I have to add, Xh^t I 
have received ireports from the General Officers commanding 
divisions, of the assistance they received from the officers of 
those departments attached to them, the greater number of whom 
and of their personal Staff, are wounded. 

*^ In a former dispatch 1 reported to your Lordship the diffi- 
culties with which I had to contend, in consequence of the fail- 
ure of the civil authorities of the province of Alentejo,^to perform 
their duty, and supply the Army with^ means of transport; tfiese 
difficulties have continued to exist : but 1 must also do General 
Victoria, the Governor of Elvas, the justice to report, that he, 
and the troops under his command, h^ive made every exertion, 
and have done every thing in their power to contribute to our 
success. 

** Marshal Soult left Seville on the 1 st instant, with all the 
troops which he could collect in Andalusia ; and he was in com- 
mumcatiou with the troops which had retired from Estremadura, 
under General Drouet, on the 3d, and he arrived at Llerena on 
the 4th. 1 had intended to collect the Army in proportion as 
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Mttfdhal Sodt sboald adVtoce i add I requesM Ljeutanapit^e*-, 
neml Sir Tbomas Graham to retire gradt^aUy^ y^hUe Lieutenant- 
General Sir Rowland Hill.shonId do tfie ^amefropn Don B^nito^ 
and the upper parts of the Guadiana. 

' '^ I do not think it certain tUat Marshal Soult has made any 
decided moiaenient from lieceoa since the 4th> although be haa* 
pIrfroM' forward with small detachments of cavahry, and the ad-, 
vanced]guard of his infahtirjihave been at Usagre. , 

*' None of the Army of Portugal 'have mov^d to joifi hijp/ ^ 

'^ According to the last reports vifhifsh I have received to the 
4th instant on the frontiers of C^dle, it appears that MaishaL. 
Marmont had established a body, of troops between the Agueda^ 
and the Coa^ and be hpfd reconnoitred , Alipeida on the 3d,, 
Brigadier-General Traiit's division of militia bad arrived on the, 
Coa^ and Brigadier^General Wilson's division waa foUowing with^ 
the cavalry, and Lieutenant^G^neral the Conde d'Amarante 
was on his march, with a pait of ithe corps uind^r his 'Command|^ 
towards the Douro* 

^*'l have the honor to enclose returntof tbe JiiUed and wound- 
ed from tbe 1st of Marcb^ and in the assfuilt of BfidaJQz, an^ a^ 
return of the oidoanc^, small anns, and ammi^itipn l^und in thcj 
place; I will send returns of the provisions ii\:'t)ie; place by th^ 
next dispatch. ; ■ » 

** This dispatch vvill be delivered to. yjour L^r^tbip by my 
Aid-de^Catiup, Captain Canning, who^ I beg leave to recom-^ 
mend to your protection. He has likewise the colors of the gar- 
rison, and the . colors of the Hesse d'Arnistadt*s regiment, to b« 
laid at the feet of His Royal Highnew the Prince Regent. The 
French battalions, in tbe garrison had no englea. 

(Signed). ^' Wellington. 

I 

» 

Battle of Salamanca. 

. *' My Lord, ' Flores d' Avila, July «4, 181«. * 

^' My Aid-de-carap, Captain Lord Clintqn, vriU present to 

your Lordship this account of a victory which the allied troops 

under my qomnumd gained, in a general action, * fought near 

B. Jf.Ca/. I. O 



I 
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Salamanca; on the evening of the 9,2d' instant, which I have 
been under the necessity of delaying to send till now, having 
been engaged ever since the action iti the pursuit of the enemy's 
flying troops. 

''In my letter of the 2l8t I informed your Lordship that 
both armies were near the Tormes, and the enemy crossed that 
river with the greatest part of his troops, in the afternoon, by 
the fords between Alba de Tormes and Huerta, and moved by 
their left towards the roads leading to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

** The allied army, with the exception of the third division, 
and General D'Urban's cavalry> likewise crossed the Tormes in 
the evening, by the bridge of Salamanca, and the fords in the 
neighbourhood ; and I placed the troops in a position, of which 
the nght was upon oue of the two heights called Dos Arapiles, 
itod the left on the Tormes, below the ford of Santa Martha. 

'' The third division, and Brigadier-General D'Urban's cavalry, 
were left nt Cabrerizes, on the right of the Tormes, as the enemy 
had still a large corps on the heights above fiabilafuente, on the 
same side of the river ; and I considered it not improbable that 
finding our army prepared for them in the morning, on the 
left of the Tormes, they would alter their plan, and manoeuvre 
by the other bank. 

'' In the course of tlie night of the 21st I received intelli- 
gence) of the truth of which I could not doubt, that General 
Chauvel had arrived at Polios on the £Oth, with, the cavalrj 
and horse artillery of the army of the north, to join Marshal 
Marmont; and I was quite certain that these troops would join 
him on the 22d or 2Sd at tlie latest. 

'' During the night of the 21st the enemy had taken pos- 
session of the village of Calvarasa de Ariba, and of the height 
near it called Neustra Senora de la Pena, our cavalry being in 
possession of Calvarasa de Abaxo ; and shortly after day-light 
detachments from both armies attempted tb obtain possession 
of the more dbtant from our right of the two hills called Dos 
Arapiles. 

'* The enemy, however, succeeded, their detachment being 
the stroi^est, and having been concealed in the woods, nearer 
the hills than we were ; by which success Chey strengthened 
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<naterially their own position^ and had in their p<ywer increased 
^nieans of annoying burs. 

'^ In the mornings the light troops of the 7th division, and 
4th cagadoresj belonging to General Pack's brigade^ were en- 
^ged with the enemy on the heights called Neu6tra Senora de 
]a Pena ; on which height they maintained themselves with the 
eneniy throughout the day. The possession by the enemy, 
however, of the more distant of the Arapiles, rendered it necea* 
«ary for me to extend the right of the army en potence to the 
heights behind the village of Arapiles, and to occupy that vil- 
lage with light infantry ; and here I placed the 4th diviaion, 
4jnder the command of the Honorable Lieutenant-General Cole ; 
and although, from the variety of the enen/s movements, it 
was difficult to form a satisfactory judgment of his intentions^ 
1 considered that, upon the whole, his objects were upon the 
Jeft of the Tormes. I therefore ordered the Honorable Major- 
General Pakenham, who commanded the third division in the 
^absence of Lieutenant-General Picton, on account of ill health, 
.to move across the Tormes with the troops under his command, 
including Brigadier-General D'Urban's cavalry, and to place 
himself behind Aldea Tejada, Brigadier-General Bradford's 
brigade of Portuguese infantry, and Don Carlos D'Espana*8 
infantry, having been moved up likewise to the neighbourhood 
^f Las Torres, between the 3d and 4th division. 

*' After a variety of evolutions and movements, the enemy 
appeared to have determined upon this plan about two in the 
afternoon ; and under cover of a very heavy cannonade, which, 
however^ did U9 but very little damage, he extended his left, 
and qnoved forward his troops, apparently with an intention to 
embrace by the position of his troops, and by his fire, our post 
on that of the two A ra piles which we possessed, and from 
thence to attack and break our )ine ; or, at all events, to render 
difficult any movement of ours to our j'ight. 

*' The extension of his Ynyfi to his left, however, and its ad- 
vance upon oiir right, notwithstanding that his troops still oc- 
cupied very strong ground, and his position was well defended 
by cannon, gave me an opportunity of attacking him, for which 
J had long been anxious. I reinforced our right with the 5th di? 
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fisioo^ under Lieutenant-General Leith^ which I placed behind 
the Tillage of Arapiles^ on the right of the 4th division ; and 
Vfith the 6th and 7th divisions in reserve ; and as soon as these 
troops had taken their stations, I ordered the Honorable Major- 
General Pakenham to move forward with the 3d division^ and 
General D'Urban's cavalry, and two squadrons of the 14th light 
(JragooDs, under Lieutenant-Colonel F. £. B. Hervey, in four 
polumns, to turn the enemy's left on the heights ; while Briga- 
didr-General Bradford's brigade, the 5th division, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Leith, the 4th division, under the Honorable 
lieutenant-General Cole, and the cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, should attack them in front, sup- 
ported in reserve by the 6th division, under Major-General 
Clinton, the 7th division, under Major-General Hppe, and Don 
Carlps D'Espana's Spanish division, and Brigadier-General 
Pack, should support the left of the 4th division, by attacking 
tbat of the Dos Anipiles, which the enemy held. The 1st and 
light divisiqns occupied the ground on the left, and were in re- 
serve. 

''The attack upon the enemy's left was made in the manner 
sibove described, and completely succeeded. Major-General 
the Honorable Edward Pakenba^i fornied the Sd division across 
the enemy's flank, and overthrew every thipg opposed to him. 
These troops were supported in the most gallant style by the 
^Pr^uguese cavalry, under Brigadier-General D'Urban, and 
I^i^utenant-Colonel Hervey's squadrons of the 14th, who sUc- 
Cf esfully defeated every attempt made by the enemy on the flank 
of the third division. 

''Brigadier-General Bradford's brigade, the 5tb and the 4th di- 
icisions, and the cavalry under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in the front, and drove his troops 
before them, froni one height to another, bringing forward theii 
right, so as to acquire strength upon the enemy's flank, in pro- 
portion to the advance. ' Brigadier-General Pack made a very 
gallant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, however, he did not 
succeed, excepting in diverting the attention of the enemy's 
corps. placed upon it, from the troops under the command of 
Lioutenant-General Cole^ in his advftnce. 
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^ Th^ cavalry under Lieiitenant*G«B^ral Sir Stapleton Cot- 
ton made a most gallatit and successful charge against a body oi 
the enemy's infantry^ which they overthrew and cut to pieces* 
in this charge Major-General Le Marehant was killed at thd 
bead of his brigade ; and I have to regret the loss of a most no- 
ble officer. 

'' After the crest of the height was carried, one division of 
the enemy's infantry made a stand against the 4th division, 
which, after a severe contest, was obliged to give way, in cbh-i 
sequence of the enemy having thrown some troops on the Irfl 
of the 4th division, after the failure of Brigadier-General 
Pack's attack upon theArapiles, and the Honorable lieutenants 
General Cole having been wounded. 

" Marshal Sir William Beresford, who happened to be on the 
spot, directed Brigadier-General Spry's brigade of the fifth div 
vision, which was in the second line, to change its front, andta 
bring its fire on the flank of the enemy's division ; and, I ant 
sorry to add, tliat while engag^ in this service he received a 
wound^ which I am apprehensive will deprive me of the benefit 
of his counsel and assistance for some time. Nearly about the 
same time Lieutenant-General Leith received a wound, which: 
unfortunately obliged him to quit the field. I ordered up the 
6tb division, under Major-General Clbton, to relieve the 4th^ 
and the battle was soon restored tp its former success. 

''The enemy's right, however, reinforced by the troops whick 
had fled from his left, and by those which had now retired fromi 
the Arapiles, still continued to resist ; and I ordered the Ist and 
light divisions, and Colonel Stubbs's Portuguese brigade of the 
4th division, which was re-formed, and Major-General William 
Anson's brigade likewise of the 4th division, to turn the righ%« 
while the 6th division, supported by the dd and 5th, attacked the 
front. It was dark before this point v\as carried by the 6th di- 
vision, and the enemy fled through the woods towards the* 
Tormes. I pursued them with the first and light divisions,^ 
and Major-General William Anson's brigade of the 4th dm*> 
sion, and some squadrons of cavalry under Laeutenant-GeneraL 
Sir Stapleton Cottoii, as long as we could find any of tbem to- 
gether, directing our march upon Huertaand the fords of the 



Tormes, by which the enemy had passed on theil^ advance ; buf 
Ibe darkness of the night was highly advantageous to the lenemy, 
many of whom escaped under its cover, who must otherwise 

have been in onr hands. 

I* 

• ''I am sorry to report, that owing to this same cause^ Lieu- 
tefnant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton was«unfortuuately wounded 
by one'of our own sentries, after he had halted, 

*' We renewed the pursuit at break of day in the morning, 
with the same troops, and Major-General Bock*^ and Major^ 
General Anson's brigades of eavalry, which joined during the 
night ; and having crossed the Tormes, we came up with the 
rear-guard of cavalry and infantry near La Serna ; they were 
immediately attacked by the. two brigades of dragoons, and the 
cavalry fled, leaving the infantry to their fate. I have never 
witnessed a more gallant charge than was made on the enemy's 
infantry by- the; heavy brigade of the King's Gernmn Legion, 
under Major-General Bock, which was completely successful ; 
and the whole body of infantry, consisting of three battalions of 
the enemy's first division, were made prisoners. 

** The pursuit, was afterwards continued as far as Penaranda 
kst night ; and our troops are still following the flying enemy. 
Their head-quarters were in this town, not less than ten leagues 
from tlie field of battle, for a few hours last night ; and they are 
now considerably advanced on the road towards Valladolid by 
Arevalo. They were joined yesterday on their retreat by the 
cavalry and artillery of the army of the North, which have ar- 
rived at too late a period, it is to be hoped, to be of much use 
to them. . . 

'^ It is impossible to form a conjecture of the amount of the 
enemy's loss, in this action, but from all reports it is very con- 
siderable. We have taken from them eleven pieces of cannon, 
several amniunition waggons, two eagles, and six colors ; and 
one general, three colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, 136 ofii- 
cers of inferior rank, and between six and seven thousand sol- 
diers are prisoners ; and our detachments are sending in more 
every moment. The number of dead on the field is ver^ large. 
- '^ I am informed that Marshal Marmont is badly wounded. 
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'^nd has lost one of his arms ; and that four general officers have 
been killed^ and several wounded. 

'' Such an advantage could not have been acquired without 
material loss on our side, but it certainly has not been of a mag- 
nitude to distress the army, or to cripple its operations. 

'' I have great pleasure in reporting to your lordship, that, 
throughout this trying day, of which I have related the events, I 
had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the general 
officers and troops. 

*^ The relation which I have written of its events, will give a 
general idea of the share which each individual had in them ; 
and I cannot say too much in praise of the conduct of every in- 
dividual in his station. 

" I am much indebted to Marshal Sir William Beresford, 
for his friendly counsel and assistance, both previous to and 
during the action ;. to Lieutenant-Generals Sir Stapleton Cot- 
ton, Leith, and Gole, and Major-Generals Clinton, and the Ho« 
norable Edward Pakenham, for the manner in which they led 
the divisions of the cavalry i|nd infantry under their Command 
respectively; to Major-General* Hulse, commanding. a brigade 
in the 6th division ; Major-General Gh Anson, commanding a 
brigade of cavalry ; Colonel Hinde ; Colonel the Honorable 
William Ponsonby, commanding Major-General Le Maccbant's 
brigade, after the fall of that officer ; to Major-General William 
Anson, commanding a brigade in the 4th division ; Major-Gene- 
ral Pringle, commanding a brigade in the 5tli division, and the 
division after Lieutenant-General Leith was wounded ; Brigadier- 
General Bradford, Brigadier-General Spry, Colonel Stubbs, 
and Brigadier-General Power of the Portuguese service ; like- 
wise to Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell of the 94th, commanding 
a brigade in the 3d division ; Lieutenant-Colonel Williams of 
the 60th foot ; Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace of the 88tli, com- 
manding a brigade in the Sd division ; Laeutenant-Colonel 
Ellis of the 23d, commanding General the Honorable Edward 
Pakenham's brigade in the 4th division, during bis absence in 
the command ot the 3d division; the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel: Greville of the 38th regiment, commanding Major- 
General Hay's brigade in the 5th division, during his absence 
on leave; Brigadier-General Pack; Brigadier'-General the 
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CoAde de Rezendi, of tbe Portuguete. servioe ; Cqloitel ppug^ 
hu of the 8th Portuguese; 'Liettt^antrColonel tbe Cqii/de de 
Ficalhoy of the same regiment ; aiid Lieutenaiit-Colpiiel ging- 
ham of the 5dd regiment ; likewise to ]&igadier*Geoeral P'Ur- 
ban^ and Li^utepant«*Colonel Hervey^ of the 14th light dra- 
•gooD3; Colonel Lord Edward Soinerset, coinaiandiiig the 1 4th 
dragoons; and lieuteoaiit-Colonel. the Honorable Frederick 
'PoDsonbj commanding the I2th light dragoons, 

'^ I must also mention Lieutenant-Colonel Woodford, pom- 
•imaoding the light battalion of the brigade of Guards ; who, 
.sttpported by two companies of the Fusileers^ under the com- 
onaod of Captain Crowder, maintained the village of Arapiles 
against all the efforts of the enemy, previous to the attack 
.upon their position by our trdcsps, 

'^IH' a case in which the conduct of all has been cqnspictt- 
-oudy.good, 1 regret that the necessary limits of a dispatqh 
•prdverit me from drawing your Lordship's notice to the .conduct 
of a Iitrger number of individuals ; but I can assure your Lord- 
ship, thitt there was no officer or corps engaged in this .^ctjop, 
who did not perform his duty to his sovereign and his country. 

// The Boyal and Gerqaan artillery under Lieutenant^CJolo- 
eel EcRmingbam, distinguidhed themselves by the acc^iracy pf 
their fire, wherever it was possible to use them ; and they ad- 
'Vanced to the attack of th^ eneqay's position with the same gal- 
lantry as the other troops; 

'^ I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel D.e.Lao- 
•cey, the deputy quarter^master general, the head of thq.4cpait- 
ment present, in the absence of the quarter-master general, a^d 
to the officers of that department, and of the staft corps, for the 
assistance I received from them, particularly the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dundas, and Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgeon 
of the latter, and Major Scovell of the former ; and to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Waters, at present at the head of the Adjutant- 
generaVs dq)artment, and to. the officers of that department, as 
well at head«-quarters as with the several divisions of the army ; 
and Lkutenant-Colonel Lord Fitzrpy Somerset^ apd the pfficeca of 
my per^onkl staff. . Among the latter, I particularly r^equest 
your Lordship^ to draw the attention of His Royal Higfinesa the 
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Priiice Re^t to his Serene fligbheis tBe bereditiry Prince of 
OfBo^e, whose coiiditdt iu the fields as w^Il as upon et^ry otber 
occasion, entitles him ^o my highest commendation, and hiis ao> 
ifuired for him the respect and regard of the whole army. * 

^ I have had every reason to be satisfied with the coodoot oS 
tte Mariscal del Campo Don Carlos D'Espagna, ^nd of Brig^ 
adier ^on Julian Sanchez, and wkh diat of the troo^ps und^r 
their command respectively ; and with that of the Mariscal del 
Campo Don Miguel Aiava, and of Bl4gadier Don Joseph 
O'Lawler, employed with this army 1^ the Spanish government, 
from whom, and from the Spanish authorities, and pec^e in 
general, I received every assistance I could expect. 

*' It is but justice likewise to draw your lorddiip's attention, 
upon this occasion, to the merits of the officers of the civil de- 
partments of the army. Notwithstanding the increased distance 
of our operations from our magazines, and. that the country is 
cofhpletely exhausted, we have hitherto wanted nothing, owing 
to the diligence and attention of the commissary-general> Mr. 
Bisset, and the officers of the department under his direction. 

** I have likewise to mention that by the attention and abiliQr 
of Doctor Mac Gregor, and of the officers of the department 
uttdier his charge, our wounded as 'well as those of the enJBmy 
ieA in our hands, have been well taken care of; and I hope that 
many of those valuable men will be saved to the service. 

** Captain Lor^ Clinton will have the honor of laying at the 
feet of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, the ea^es and 
colomrs taken from the eilemy in this action. 

'' I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

"Wellington.'' 

(To Earl Bathurst,) 

Battle of Vittoria. 
f My Xiord, " Salvatierra, June ?2, 1813. 

'' The .enemy's armyt commanded by Joseph Buonaparte, 
having MsMrshal Jourdan as the Major-Geueral of the arm^, 
took HP «: position, on the night of the 19th instant^ in front 
of Yittorii^ Ijhe left, of which reste(| on the heights whith end 
at JPiiebfla cle Ar]apJSoqi^ and extended from thence <acrp$s<thfe 
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valley of Zadora, in front of tbe vilbge of Aninez. .They oc^ 
•cupied with the right of the centre, a height which command- 
•ed tbe valley of Zadora, and the right of the army was stationed 
near Vittoria, and was destined to defend tbe passages of the 
river Zadora, in the neighbourhood of that city. They had a 
reserve in the rear of their left, at the village of Gomecha. 
Tbe nature of tbe country through which the army had passed 
.sinc^ it had reached tbe £bro, had necessarily extended our 
colunuiSy and we halted on the 20tb, in order to close them 
,up> and moved the left to Margina, where it was most likely it 
iwould be necessary •** I reconnoitred the enemy's position on that 
day, with a view to the attack to be .made on the following 
, mornings if ihey should still remain i)i .it. We accordingly 
•attacked the enemy yesterday ; aa4 I aiyi happy to inform youi* 
lordship, that tbe allied army uod^ my command, gained a 
complete victory; having driven tbein from all their positions, 
iiaving taken from them 151 pieces of caonony 415 waggons of 
ammunition, all their baggage, provisions, ca|Ale, treasure, 
&c. and a considerable number of prisoners, TN operations 
of the day commenced by Lieutenant-Gea6ral*3ir Rowland 
Hill obtaining possession of the heights qf ' Z^i' Puebla, on 
which the enemy's left rested, which heights they had not oc- 
cupied in great strength. He detached on this ^service one 
brigade of the Spanish division, under General M^rillo; the 
other brigade being employed in keeping the conimunication 
between his main body and the high road from Miranda to 
Vittoria, and the troops detached to tbe be^hts- The epemy, 
however, soon discovered the importance of the heights, and 
reinforced the troops there to such an extent, as that Laeute-. 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill was obliged to detach, first, tbe 
71st regiment, and tbe light infantry battalion of Major-General 
Walker's brigade. Under the command of the Honorable JJeu te- 
nant-Colonel Cadogan, and successively other troops, to the 
same point ; and the allies not only gained, but maintained pos- 
session of these important heights throughout their operations^ 
notwithstanding all the efforts of the enemy to retake them. 
The contest here, however, \7as very severe, and the loss aus- 
tamed considerable. General Murillo was wounded, but re^ 
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Hi&haed m the field : and I em concerned to have to report, that 
the Honorable Lieutenant^Colonel Cadogan has died of a wound 
which he received. In him his majesty has lost an officer of 
great zeal, and tried gallantry^ who bad afaready. acquired- the 
i-espect and regard of the whole profession^ and of whom it 
might be expected^ that if he had lived he would have render- 
ed the most important services to his country. Uodeir cover 
of the possession of these heights^ Sir Rowland Hill sifocessive- 
ly passed the Zadora, at La Puebla, and the defile formed by the 
heights and the river Zadora, and attacked and gained poss^Sr 
sion of the village of Sabijana de Alava, in front of the enemy'f 
line, which the enemy had made repeated attempts to regain. 
The difficult nature of the country prevented the communica* 
tion between our different columns moving to the attack firom 
their stations on the river Bayas at as early an hour as I had 
expected, and it was late before I knew that the column com- 
posed of the Sd and 7th divisions, under the command of tlie 
Earl of Dalhousie, had arrived at the station appointed for 
them. Tlje 4th and light divisions, however, passed the Za*- 
dora immediately after Sir Rowland Hill had possession of Sar 
bijana de Alava, the former at the bridge of Nanciaus, and 
the latter at the bridge of Tres Puentes ; and almost aS' soon 
as these had crossed, the column under the Earl of Dalbousie 
arrived at Mendoza, and the dd division, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Picton, crossed at the bridge higher up, 
followed by the 7th division under the Earl of Dalhousie. 
These four divisions, forming the centre of the army, were 
destined to attack the heights on which the right of the enemy's 
centre was placed, while Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hil' 
should move forward from Sabijana de Alava to attack the left. 
The enemy, however, having weakened his line to strengthen 
his detachment in the, hills, abandoned his position in the valley 
as soon as he saw our disposition to attack it, and commenced 
his retreat in good order towards Vittoria. Our troops continue^ 
to advance in admirable order, notwithstanding the difficulty of 
the ground. In the mean time Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Graham, who conunanded the left of the army, consisting of 
the 1 St and 5th ^isions^ and Generals Pack and Bradford's 
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brigades of ihftititry, and Generals Hotk ^and AnsQfo'»'bk*igild6S 
of cavalry^ and who bad beien moved on tbe 20A to Margkia, 
moved forward from thence on Vittorta^ by Ae high-road from 
that town to BHboa. He had besides with him the Spanish 
division under Colonel Longa; and General Giron, who had 
been detached to the left^ under a cMfferent view of the. state of 
ttffiiirs. and had afterwards been recalled, and had arrived on 
the 20th ai Orduna^ marched that morning from thence, so as 
to ' be in the field in readiness to support Lieutenanl'-General 
Sir Thomas G^iham, if his support had been required* Thb 
enemy had a division of infantry and some ^valry, advtfniced on 
ihe great road from Vittoria to Bilbba, re^ng their right on 
some strong heights covering the village of Gamarra Major. 
Both Gamarra and Abechucho were strongly occupied^ as 
tt^fe»-de-pont to the bridges over tbe Zadota art these places. 
Brigadier-General Pvick, with his Portuguese brigade, and 
Colohel Longa, with the Spanish division, were directed to turn 
and gain the heights, supported by Major-General Ansoa'a 
brigade of light dragoons, and tb^e 5th division of infantry, ander 
the command of Major-General Oswald, who was desired to 
take <he command of all these troops. Lieutenant-Genleral Sir 
Thomas Graham reports, that in (he execution of this service, 
Ae Portuguese and Spanish troops behaved admirably Wdk 
^e 4di and 8th Ca9adore8 particularly distinguished' thetn- 
eelves. Colonel Longa, being en tbe left, took possession of 
Gamarra Menor. A S- soon as the heights were in bur possession, 
the village of Gamarra Major ^as mdst gallantly stohned aind 
carried by Brigadier-General ' Robinson^s brigade of the 5tih 
division, which advanced in cdlumns of battalions, under a 
very lieavy fire of artillery and musquetry; >¥ithout firing a 
fifhot, assisted by two guns of Major- La wson's brigade of artil- 
lery. Tbe enemy suffered severely^ and lost three pieees of 
cannon.' The Lieutenant-General then proceeded' to attack 
the riflage of Abechucho, with the first division, by forming 
a strong battery against it, consisting of Captain Dubdurdieu's 
brigade, and Ca|>tain Ramsay^ troop of horse artillery; and, 
under cover of this fire, Colohd balkett's brigade advanced to 
ilie attack of the village, which was i^arri^d, the light battalion 
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liacviiig chm^ged and taken three guns and a howitzer on the 
bridge : tbi9. attack, was tupperted by General Bradford's bri-^ 
gade of Portuguese infantry. Doring the operaticn^. at Abe» 
obucbuy the enemy made, the greatest efforts to repossess 
themselves of the village oC Gamarni Major^ which were.gal-^ 
laud J .repulsed by the tuoops of the 5th division, under the 
command of Major*General Oswald. :The enemy had» how-' 
ever^ on the heights on the left of the Zadora, two divifli^ons of 
iofaatry iq reserve,, and it was impossible : to : crojBs by ihe 
brii^es till the troops which, had moved upon the euemy's 
centre and left^ had driven them through Yittoria. The- 
whole then co-operated in the pursuit, which W4s ^ontinueid 
by all till after it was dark* The m6vement of the troops 
under lieutenant^General Sir Thomas Grahami' and their pos-' 
session of. Gamarra and Abecbucho^ intercepted the enemy's 
retreat by the high- road to France. They were then obliged to* 
turn to tlie road towards Pampluna; but they were unable to ) 
hold any position for a sufficient lei^h: of time to allow their 
baggage and artillery to be drawn off. The whole> therefore^ 
of the latter, which had not already been taken by the. troops 
in the attack of. the successive positions, taken up by the ene- 
my in Uieir retreat from their Brst position on Aruney and on 
the Zadora, and all their ammunition and baggage^ and every 
thing they had, were taken close to Vittoria. I have reason to 
believe that the enemy carried off with them one gun and one 
howitzer only. The army under Joseph fiuonapar^, consisted 
of the whole of the armies of the south, and of the centre, and 
of four divisions, nnd all the cavalry, of the army of Portugal^ 
and some troops of the army of the north. General Foix's 
division of the army of Portugal viras in the^nei^bourbo^d of 
Bilboa ; and General Clausel, who commands the army of the ' 
norths was near Logrono with one division of the army of Por . 
tugal, commanded by General. Topin, and Genernl Vander-; 
massen's division of the army of die north. The 6th division 
of the allied army, under Major-General the Honorable Edwar^ 
Pakenham^ was likewise absent, having beeit detained at M^ 
dina del Pomar for tbree^days, to cover the macch of our maga- 
zines and stores. 1 i:annot too highly extol, the good condticfe 
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of all the general oflicers^ officers, and soldiers of the anny id 
this action. Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill speaks 
highly of the conduct, of General MiiriUo, and of the Spanish 
troops under his command ; and of that of Lieutenant-General 
the Honorable William Stewart, and the Conde d'AmaraatCi 
who comnianded divisions of infantry under his directions. He 
likewise mentions the conduct of the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel O'Callagan, who maintained the village of Sabijana de 
Alava against all the efforts of the enemy to regain possession 
of it ; and that of Lieutenant-Colonel Brooke, of the Adjutant- 
General's department, and Lieutenant-Colonel the Honorable 
Alexander Abercromby of the Quarter-master General's depart** 
ment. It was impossible for the movements of any troops to 
be conducted with more spirit and regularity than those of the 
respective divisions of Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie, 
Sir Thomas Picton, Sir Lowry Cole, and Ma}or-General 
Charles Baron Alten. These troops advanced en echelon of • 
regiments, in two, and occasionally three lines ; and the Por 
tuguese troops, in the 3d and 4th divisions, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Power and Colonel Stubbs, led 
the march with a steadiness and gallantry never before surpass^ 
ed on any occasion. Major-General the Honorable Charles 
Colville's brigade of the Sd division, was seriously attacked in* 
its advance, by a very superior force, well foimed : which it 
drove in, supported by General Inglis's brigade of the 7th divi- 
sion, commanded by Colonel Grant of the 82d. These officers, 
and' the troops under their command, distinguished themselves, 
Major-General Vandeleur's brigade of the light division was, 
during the advance upon Vittoria, detached to the support of 
the 7 th division, and Lieutenant-Geoeral the Earl^f Dalhousie 
has reported most fevorably of its conduct. . Lieutenant-Gepi?'- 
ral Sir Thomas Graham particularly reports his sense of the 
assistance he received from Colonel Delancey, Depujty Quar- 
ter-Master-General, and from IJeutenant-Colonel Bouverie, 
of the Adjutant-GeneraFs department, and from the officers of 
his persona] staff, and from the Honorable Lieutenant- Colonel 
Upton, Assistant Quarter^Master-Geiieral, and Major Hope, 
Assistant' Adjutant, with the first division ; and Major-General 
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Oswald reports tlie same of Lieutenan^^Colottel Berkdliej^of. 
the Adjutant-Generara department^ and Lieutenant-Cdoiiel 
Gomtn, of the Quarter-Master^Genenirs department. I am 
particularly indebted to lieu tenant-General Sir Thomas Grar. 
ham, and Lieutetiant-General Sir Rowland Hill, ^or the ma&-« 
ner in which they have respectively conducted the. service eq*, 
trusted to them since the commencement of the operntioasr 
which have ended in the battle of the Slst, and for their con* 
dtict in the field of battle ; as likewise to Marshal Sir William 
Beresfordy for the friendly advice and assistance which I havje 
received from him upon all occasions during the late opera* 
tions. I tnast not omit to mention likewise, the conduct of 
General Giron^ who commands the Gallician army; who made, 
a forced march from Orduna, and was actually on the ground 
in readiness to support Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Graham. 1 have frequently been indebted^ and have Had 
occasion to call the attention of your lordship, to the conduct 
of the Quarter-Master-General, Major-General George Mur 
ray, who, in the late operations^ and in the battle of the 21st 
instant, has again given me the greatest assistiance. 1 am like- 
wise much indebted to Lord Aylmer, the Deputy Adjutant-- 
General, and to the officers of the Adjutant and Quarter'-Mas 
ter-General's departments respectively; and to Lieutenantp^ 
Colonel Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and 
the officers of my personal staff; aud to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir Richard Fletcher, and the officers of the Royal Engineers ; 
Colonel His Serene Highness the Hereditary Prince of Orange 
tvas in the field as my aid-de-camp, and conducted, himself with, 
his usual gallantry and intelligence. Mareschal del Campo 
Don Luis Wtmpfen, and the Inspector-General, Don Thomas 
O'Donoju, and the officers of the staff of the Spanish army, 
have invariably rendered me every assistance in their power in 
the course of these operations; and I avail myself of this op- 
portunity of expressing my satisfaction at their conduct, as 
likewise with that of Mareschal del Campo Don Miguel de 
Alava^ and of Brigadiet^-General Don Joseph O'Lawler, who 
have been so long and so usefully employed with me. The ar* 
tfllery was most judiciously placed by lieutenant-Colonel Dick^ 



scffi, *md Was well serted^ and the army is particularly indebted 
te tbat corps. The mftttre of the grouod 4id not allow of tb^ 
cavaliy being generally engi^ed ; but the general, officers^ com- 
manding the several brigades, . kept the troops under their 
command respectively, close to the infantry to support tbem^ 
and^ they were > most active in the pursuit of the enemy after 
they bad been driven through Vittoria. I send this dispatch 
by my aid-de-camp. Captain . Freeomntlej whom I beg Icaye feo 
recommend to your lordship's protection : he will have the 
h^nor of laying at the feet. of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, the colours of the 4th battalion of the 100th regiment, 
and Marshal Jourdan's bjston, oS a. Marsha} of France, taken 
by the 87th regiment. '.< I have the honor to be^ &e* 

(Signed) *' WELLiNoroN/* 

" To Earii Bathiirst." 

t • 

The Battles of the Pyrenees. 

'* My Lord, *^ San Estevap, August 1, 1813. 

' '' Two ' practicable breaches having been effected at San Se* 
foastian on the 24th of July, orders were given thi^t thej^ should 
be attacked en the morning of.the.25tb* 1 am concerned to 
have to report* that- this attempt to obtain possession of the 
place failed, and that -our loss was very considerable. 

*' Marshal Soulf had been appointed Lieutenant de I'Empe^ 
reur and Commander-in-Chief of the French armies in Spaia 
and the southern provinces of France, by a Decret Imperial, on 
tiie 1st of July, and he joined and took the command of the 
army on the 13th of July, which having, been joined nearly 
about the same time by the corps which had been in Spain 
under the command of General Clausel^ and by other reiQ"« 
forcemeats, was called the army of Spain, and re«formed into 
nine divisions of infantry, forming the right, centre, and left^ 
under the command of General Reilie, Count d'Erlon, and 
General Clause!, as Lieutenant-Generals, and ft reserve under 
General ViHate, and two divisions of dragoons and>ope.of ligbt 
cavalry, the two former under the command of Oc^ials Treil- 
lard and Tilly, and the latter nndpr tiie comttiand of General 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 225 

Pierre Soult. There was besides allotted to the army a large 
proportion of artiller}^) and a considerable number of guns had 
already joined. 

** The allied army was posted, as I have already informed 
your Lordship, in the passes of the mountains. Major-Gene- 
ral Byng's brigade of British infantry, and General Murillo's 
division of Spanish infentry, were on the right, in the pass of 
Roncesvalles. Lieutenant-General Sir Lowi*y Cole was ported 
at Vi^carret, to support tho«e troops ; and Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas Picton, with the third division,, at Olaque, in re- 
serve, 

" Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill occupied the valley 
of Bastan with the remainder of the second division, and the 
Portugoeae division, under the Conde de Amarante, detaching 
General Campbell's Portuguese brigade to Los Alduides, 
within the French territory. The lighl and seventh divisions 
occupied the heights of Santa Barbara, and die town of Vera, 
and the Puerto de Echalar, and kept the communication with the 
valley of Bastan; and the sixth division was in reserve at San 
Estevan. General Loiiga's division kept the communication 
between the troops at Vera and those under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas -Graham, and &f arischal del Campo Girou on the 
great road. The Conde del Abisbal blockaded Pampluna. 

'i On the 24tb Marshal Soult collected the right and left 
wings of his army, with one division of his centre, and two 
diviisiotis of cavalry, at St Jean Pied de Port, and on the 25th 
attacl^ed, with between thirty and forty thousand men^ General 
Byng's post at Ronce^alles. lieutenant-General Sir Lowry 
Cole moved up to his support with the 4th division, and these 
officers were enabled to maintain their posts throughout the 
day. But the en*emy turned , it in the afternoon ; and Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Lowry Cole considered it to be necessary to 
witkdfaw in the night ; and he marched to the neighbourhood 
ofZubki. 

*' In the actions that took place on this d$iy the 90th regi« 
ment distinguished themselves. 

'' Two dJ^tsiona of the centre of the enemy's army attacked 
Sir Rowlttid HilFa position in the Puerto de Maya, at the head 
B. M. Cal I. P 
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ef ihe^aHey of Bastan^ in the afternoon of the same day. The 
brant *€€ the action fell upon Major-General Pringle's and 
Major-General Walker's brigades in the second division, iitider 
Ibe eooiraimd of Lieuteifant^eneral the HonoraMe WilKam 
Stewart. I%ese troops were at first obKged to give way ; but 
faaving lieeo aupported by Major-General Barnes's brigade of 
the 7th divKtoB, they regained thftt part of their post, whit;h was 
the k^ •f the wli6ki,and wonld have enaMed them to re-assufne 
k, if circwnstanees had permitted it ; but Sir Rowland Hill 
luwing teen apprised of the necessity that Sir Lowry Cole 
should retire, deemed it expedient to withdraw his troops 
likewise to irtifita; and the enemy did not advance, on tbe fol- 
toMving day beyond the Puerto de Maya. 

*' Notwithstanding the enemy's superiority of numbers, thesy 
acquired but little advantage over those brave troops dwitl^ 
the seven honrs they were engaged. Ail the regiments charged 
with the bayon^. The eondilct of the 8l2d regiment, wfcich 
siioved up H-ith Mtejor-Generai Barnes's brigade, is p^rttcul^y 
repoi^ted. 

'* Lienteifaivt-Genertl the Hononible Wiffiam Stewart was 
slightly wounded. 

^' I was fiot apprt«ed of these events tiH late io IJbe nigbt of 
the 25th and 42^th ; and I adopted immediate measures to aon- 
acentrate the army Co the right, still providing for the siege of 
4Saii Sebastian, and for the bkn^ade of Pampluna. 

^ 'I'bis would have been eflHeCled early on the ^7tli, oiily *at 
iLietitenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, and Lieutcoant-Oeneral 
Sir Tln^mas Picton, concurred in thinking their pdst at Ziibiri 
not teivMble for l!he time during \^ich it would have bee» ne- 
ft6hsivy fo wait in it. They therefore retired early on the «7lh, 
und look up b position to cover ihfe blockade of Patuplunft, 
tevftig tbe right, consi^ing of the 3d division, in front ol 
Huarte, and attertding to the hiBs beyond Olax, and tiie left^ 
consisting of the 4th division, Major-General Byng's, and Bri- 
gadJerJGcneral Caftipb^'s Portuguese brigade, on tfceheighte 
in front of Vilialba, having their Jeft at a chapel behttM) Somii- 
een, on tte high *^ad from Ostiz to Pamptuaa, atod their rigbt 
resting upon a height which defended the high road fhrni Zubiri 
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•nd Rbnccf^altes^. Gieneral Murillb's divirion' of S^anisri in^ 
fciilry, afid chat part of the Coiide dfel AftisbalV cttrps, rtot eii-' 
gaged ill thc^ blockade, Were in' reserve. Pr^m the latter, the' 
regiment of P^avia, and that of £1 Principe, were detached 'td 
<M:cupy partof ther hill Oft thd right of the' 4tfadivi8ibti, by which' 
the road from Ziibiri waft defended^ 

«* The British Cavalry uiider Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
ton- Gdttoiir were placed near Huarte on the right, being the' 
only ground on- wl^ich'it was possible to use the cavalry; 

*' The river Latiz runs in the valley which was on the left of 
die allied, and' on the right of the French army, along the road* 
to Ostiz; Beyond this river there is another range of moun- 
tains, connected with Ligasso and Marcaiain, by which pldce ie 
now necessary' to communicate with the rest of the army. 

^ I joined the Sd and 4t|i division Just as' they Weretsiking 
ground on the d7th, and shortly afterwards the enemy 
fbrnked dieif tfrmy on a momitain, th^ front of which extends 
ftotti the- high' road* t» Ostiz'to the high road' to Ztibiri, and they 
placed one division' an tHeh* left of that' road on a height, arid'in 
soiHle viHkge^in- front'oP the Sd^division; They bad here also a^ 
large bodjr of cavalry. 

^ Itr a^ bhr ort> time after theyhadtakettiip their grouttd; tha 
enemy attacked the hill on the right of the 4th division/ which 
was tMen occupied* by one batmlien of the 4th Portuguese regi- 
merity and by die'Spanislr r^ment of Pravia; 

^ The troopa* defended their grotmd, and- drove the enemy 
from' it^witfa' the bayonet. Seeing the importance of this hill to 
qinr' poaitioni I mnibrced it widi the 40di regiment; add thtr 
re^giment, witlrthe Spanish'regimentr of'£I P^incipe^ and Prar 
vik^heldit fVom tbi^titne; notwithstanding' the repeated efibrti 
of life enemy; ddring the 27\h. and 818th, to obtain possession 
of it; 

'^ Nearly at the samne time tHiat tBe enemy attacked* tUi 
teight on the 27thy they took possession of the viRage of Sorau* 
seuvontheroad tb Ostis; by which tfiey acquired the commo- 
mattibn by that road; and^tUey kept up a fire of mutquetry 
done the Bob dU if was di^it. 
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** We were jpined^ on the niorniag of the 28th, by ike mth 
division of infantry, and I directed that the he^hts should be 
occupied on the left of the valley of the Lanz ; and that the 
sixth division should form, across the valley, in rear of the left 
of the fourth division^ resting their right on Oricain, and their 
left upon the heights above-mentioned. • 

*^ The sixth division had scarcely taken up their position 
when they were attacked by a very large force of the enenay^ 
which had been assembled in the village of Sorausen. 

*' Their front was, however," so well defended by the fire of 
tlieir own light troops from the heights on their lef|(, and by the 
fire from the heights occupied by the fourth division and Bri- 
gadier*General Campbell's Portuguese brigade, that the enemy 
were soon driven back with immense loss, from a fire on their, 
front, both flanks, and rear. 

'' In order to extricate their troops from the difficultjr in. 
which they found themselves in their situation in the valley of 
the Lanz, the enemy now attacked the height on vvhich the left 
of the fourth division stood, which was occupied by the 7th ca- 
9adores, of which they obtained a momentary possession. ; They 
were attacked, however, again by the 7th ca$ador^», . supported 
by Major-General Ross, at the head^of his brigi^de of the 4th 
division, and were driven down with great loss. 

*^ The battle now became general along the whole front of 
the heights, occupied by the 4th division, and in every part in 
our favor, ^xcqpting where one battalion of the 10th Portuguese 
regiment of Major-General Campbell's brigade was posted. 
This battalion having been overpowered, and having be^ 
obliged to give way iqimiediately on the right of Majo^'-General 
Ross^f brigade, the ienen^y established themselves on our line, . 
and Major-General Ross was obliged to withdraw from hia post* ^ 

'^ Ij however, ordered the 27 th and 48th regiments to chafge, 
first that body of the enemy which had first established them- 
selves on the heights, and next those on the left. Both at^idcs 
dofceeded, and the enemy were driven down with immense. 
Iqss ; and the 6th division having moved forwards at the sao>e 
time to a situation in the valley nearer to the left of the 4th, the. 
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attack upon this front ceased entirely, and continued but faintly 
CD other points of our line. 

''In the coarse of this contest, the gallant fourth division, 
which has so frequently been distinguished in this army, sur- 
passed their former good conduct. Every regiment charged 
with the bayonet ; and the 40ih, the 7th, '20th, and 23d, four 
difiereiit'titaaes. Their officers set them the example, and 
Major-Greneral Ross had two horses shot under him. The 
Portuguese troops likewise behaved admirably ; and 1 had ever^ 
reason to be satisfied vritb the conduct of the Spanish regiments 
£1 Principe and Pravia. 

^< I bad ordered Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill to 
march by Lanz upon Lizasso, as soon ks I found that Lieute- 
nant-Generals Sir Thomas Picton and Sir Lowry Cole had 
moved from Zubiri ; and Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dal- 
bousie, from San Estevan to the same place, where both arrived 
on the 28th, and the seventh division came to Marcalain. 

^* The enemy's force, which had been in front of Sir Rowland 
Hill, followed his march, 'and arrived at Ostiz on the 29th. — 
The enemy thus reinforced, and occupying a position in the 
mountains which appeared little liable to attack, and finding that 
they could make no impression on our front, determined to en- 
deavour to turn our left by an attack on Sir Rowland Hill's 
corps. 

'' They reinforced with' one division the troops which had 
been already opposed to him, still occupying the same points in 
the mountain, on which was formed their principal force, but 
they drew into their left the troops which occupied the heights 
opposite' the third division, and they had, during the night of the 
29^ and SOth, occupicid in strength the crest of the mountain 
on our left of the Lanz, opposite to the sixth and seventh divi- 
sions ; thus connecting their right in their position with the di^ 
visions detached to attack Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 

Hfll. 

^' I, however, determined to attack their position^ and order- 
ed Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie, to possess. himij^elf 
of the top of the mountain in his fronts by which the enemy's 
right would be turned| and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas^ 



230 ' ifift\^ .|»ari(|)<iWi 

Pictoii ,to.Qro88 tjiie hQJglitspo )\}vjicb tbe ayjenijrV kft jiad ftood, 
. and to turn their left by the road to RojitOBf^v^Ht^* AUfthe^-' 
rangemetits vf^rfi made to attack the Aopf. qf fhfi e^my'fi pa* 
sition, as soon a^ tl^ effeqt of the^ mpji^ineiits oD4beir flMk 
should begin to appear. Major-General ^tbe H<^^^9^H»EA^ 
>vard Pakenham, whono I had a^)t lot^je^he CQUHi^n^ of Hm 
;$ixth di ision^ Major-QeQcral P^ liaving t|C^ wfiui^d, 
tiirtted the village of Sorausen^ j^ a^pp m fbe JEari of D^i^ 
housie had driven the eneniy frpui \f\fi jm>unt9Jifi, by |v^i^ tbajt 
flank was defended ; afid ihe sixth .d^\'i^(^, ^d ftlagpc-.Gienfefp} 
B)i)g's brigade, which had relieved tb.e /quf tb 4ivi|iw iQn ifif 
left of ogr position on ;the road. to Q^tijs^ in^^taAtly .altaqke^ «tid 
carried that village. 

'^ l^fHtenant-General Sir Iy9,v/y Qo)p )ik^,yrise attacj|^fd t)i^ 
frojit (^f the enepi}'s main positi^p >vith the Jthcajg^fjores, $upr 
^orled \>y f\)e 11th Portuguese .re^ipie^pt, the 4Ql)?> ^aod 1^ 
battalion Mi>der Colonel Bingham, . cQ^^^ist^^g pf the Qifclen f 
/ind the 53d regiment. All ibesfs pp^r^tioDyS ,Q)i|ig«fl Jth^ (fnemy 
, to abandon a position wl^ich ,is ^ne* of the strpnges^t ,9^ V[\9ft 
difficult of access that I have yet seen pccupied J^y troq^^s. 

'^ In their retreat /ro^ jtbis position the ^ne^iiy Jpj^l ^ gf^^ 
nunib^* of prisoners. 

*^ I pannut sufficiently applaud tl)e 5:op(l,Vft ^ .9f^ A'^^g^Ptff^Mi 
officers and troops throughout these operatioos. The j|tt^^ 
jn£^e,by Lieuten^nt-.Qenefal the Earl of D^lboi^i^ w;a3 ^air- 
ably conducted b|y his Lordship, and ex^cyi|ed Jby M^^-iCi^fifir 
/*al Inglis aj^d th^ troops com^osinjg; hi^ bii^f}e ; ^p4 f})fff ffy 
MajofrCfsi^ral the ^Ippprable Edw^tc^ ^|^ep((^ a||4 J^lw^' 
General Byjig;, and th^t b;r l.ieuten^;j^-(5ipi|Sr^l Sjr J^^f^ 
Cole, and tjie movement t??ade by S;r Jkm^ Pf^MW, m(f4 
my highest co^unendatiou. 

** The latter officer co-oper^t^d in th^ fttt^*)^ of t^ npHfl^ 
tain by detaching troops to his left, in whif:h ^ ^pq^cfl^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Trench was wounded, but I hope not ^ 
Tiously. 
^ a ^^liile these operations )K'ere going ,oi;^ and .ip p^poqirtjoQ ff9 

1 observed t^eir success, 1 detached troops to tl|^ aj|ppo/l fif 
Lieutenant-General ,^ir Rowland Qill. 
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** IW m'tmy af^mred m hh front kite in tile mori^mg, and 
imoMdiately commeiiced an extended ttmncenvre upon* hi» left 
flank, wbieb obliged him to withdra«¥ from of heigbl^ wMch he 
oectt]iied behind the Lizsssa to the nent range. He there, 
bowaver, naaintaimNi himself, and I enclose bis repoit of the 
ceadilet of the titn^s. f continued the purank of the enemy, 
after Iheir retraat from the mountains to 01«qae^ where I was 
at sunset, immediatety in die rear of their attaek upon Lieute^ 
Dalit<^Genera) Sir Rowbnd Hill. They withdrew from his 
front in the nighty and yesterduy took op a strong position, 
wilb twa divisions, to cover their reiir in the pass of Dona 
MariA. 

*^ Lieutenant-General Sir Rowhmd Hill, and the Earl of 
Dalbmisie, attacked and carried the pass, notwithstanding the 
▼igmrottft resistance of the enemy and the strength of their posi« 
lion. 1 am concerned to add, diat Lieutenant-General the 
Honorable^ William Stewart was wounded upon this occasion. ' 

^* In tbe mean time 1 moved with Mi^r-General Byng^s bri- 
gade, and tbe 4th division> under Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry 
Cole, by the pass of Velate upon Irurita, in order to turn the 
ewuoy*s position on Dona Maria. Major-General Byng took, 
in Elizondo, a large convoy going to the enemy, and made 
many prisoners. 

^^ We have this day continued the pursuit of the tenemy in 
the valley of the Bidassoa, and many prisoners and much bag^ 
gaga have been taken. Major-General Byng has possessed 
hiniaelf of the valley of Bastan, and of 4ie position on the 
Puerto de Maya; and the army will be this night nearly in the 
saaie positions, which they occupied on the fAth of July. 

'^ I trust (hat his Royal Highness the Prince Regent will be 
satisfied with the conduct of the troops of his Majesty and of 
Usftt^ on* this occasion. The enemy having been consider- 
aUf ireinforced and re-equipped after their late defeat, made a 
moat formidable attempt to relieve the blockade of Pampluna, 
with the whole of their forces, excepting the reserve undpr 
JScM^al Vitiate, whiofa remained in Apont of our troops on tbe 
graatroad from Irun. 

This ^ atceaipt has been entirely ff iiatrated by the operatians 



bf a partodly of the allied aFiny^ and the enemy have su^taitied 
a defeatj and suffered a severe loss in both officers and men. 
. '' The enemy's expectations of success, beyond the point of 
raising the blockade of Paoipluna^ were certainly very sanguine. 
They, brought into Spain a large body of cavalry, and a great 
number of guns, neither of which arms could be used to any 
great extent, by either party^ in the battle which took place* 
They sent off the guns to St. Jean Pied de Port on the even- 
ing of the 28th| «which have thus returned to France in safely*^ 

'' The details of the operations will shew your Lordship bow 
much reason I have .to. be satisfied with the conduct of .all the 
general officers, officers, and troops. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the enthusiastic bravery of the fourth division; and I was 
much indebted to Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry ,Cole, for the 
manner in >vhich he directed th^ir operations } to Major-General 
i\niion> MajorrGeneral Ross, Major-General Byngy and Briga- 
dier-General Campbell, of the Portuguese service. All* the 
officers commanding, and the officers of the regiments, were 
remarkable for their gallantry ; but I particularly observed 
Lieutenant«Colonel O'TooIe, of the 7th ca^adores, in thexharge 
upon the enemy on our left, on the 28tb, an^ Captain Joaquim 
Telles Jurdao, of the 11th Portuguese regiment, in the attack 
of the mountain on the 30di. 

*^ I beg to draw your . Lordship'a attention, likewise, to the 
valuable assistance I received throughout these operations, 
from lieutenant'^General Sir Rowland Hill, from Lieutenant- 
General the Earl of Dalhoqsie, and Sir Thomas Picton, in 
. those of the dOth and Slst of July. 

'^ To the Conde del Abisbal also, I am indebted for eveiy 
assistance it was in his power to give, consistently with his 
attention to the blockade. I have already mentioned the eon^ 
duct of the regiments of Pravia and.El Principe, belonging to 
the army of reserve of Andalusia, in a most trying situation; 
and the whole corps appeared animated by the same zealous 
spirit which pervaded all the troops in that position. 

'^Marshal Sir William Beresford was with me throughout 
these operations, and I received from him all the assistance 
vvhich his talents so well qualified him to afford me. ; The good 
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conduct of the Portuguese oflicere and troops, in all the oper- 
ations of the present campaign, and the spirit that they show 
on every occasion, are not less honorable to that nation than 
they are to the military character of the officer, who, by his 
judicious measures has re-established discipline, and revived a 
niilitary spirit in the anjuy. * ^ 

" I have again to draw your Lordship's attention to the 
valuable assistance 1 received throughout these operations from 
ithe Quarfer-Master^General, Major-General Murray, and the 
A4)utant-General Major-General Pakenham, and the oflScers 
of those departments respectively; and frbha Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ijord Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and the 
officers of my personal staff. 

" Although our wounded are numerous, I am happy to S9y 
that the cases in general are slight; and 1 have great pleasure 
in reporting to your Lordship, that the utmost attention has 
been paid to them by the Inspector of Hospitals,' Dr. McGre- 
gor, and the officers of the department under his dil'ectious. 

'^ Adverting to the extent and nature of our operations, and 
the difficulties of our communications at times, I have reason 
to be extremely well satisfied with the zeal and exertions of 
Sir Robert Kennedy, the Commissary-General, and the officers 
of his department, throughout the campaign, which, upon the 
whole, have been more successful in supplying the troops than 
could have been expected. 

'^ I transmit this dispatch to your Lordship by his Serene 
Highness the Hereditary Prince of Orange, who is perfectly 
well acquainted with all ihat has passed, and with the situation 
of the army ; and will be able to inform your Lordship) of 
many details relating to this series of operations, for which a 
dispatch does not afford scope. His Highness had a horse 
shot under him in the battle near Sorausen on the 28th of 
Jnly. 1 have the honor to be, tac, 

(Signed) *' W«LLiNOToif.'* 

'* To Earl Bathurst." 



ta4 ftOim^tfiim^ 

Battub of Ni?bllb» 

10th November, 1813. 

'^ My Lor4, ^ St. ^€, November ISA, 1813. 

*' The enemy have, since the beginning of Augnst, occupied 
H position MTiCh their right upon the sea, in front of St. Jean de 
Lus^ akid on the left of the Nivelle, theii^ centre on La Petifis 
La Rkune in Sarr6, and on the heights belmid the village, and 
their left, consisting of two divisions of infuitry^ under the 
Comte D^Erlan, on the right of that river, en a stt ong lieight 
in rear of Anhoue, and on the niountain of Mondarin, vrhicb 
protected the approach to that village; they had had one division 
under General Foy at St. njean Pied de Port, mrhich wa» joined 
by one of the army of Armgon, vmder General Paris, at the time 
die left 4>f the allied army crossed the Bidassoa on 7th October; 
General FoyV division joined those on the heights behind An- 
houe, when Lieatenant-G«neral Sir Rowhrnd H'At, moved into 
the valky of ^astan. The enemy, not satisfied with the natural 
strength of this position^ had the whole, of it fortified, and their 
right, in particular, had been made so strong, that 1 did not 
deem it expedient to attack H in front. 

*^ Pampliina having surrendered on the 31st o# October, and the 
right of the army having been disengaged from covering the block- 
ade of that place, I moved Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill; 
en the. 6th and 7th, into the valley of Saltan, as soon as the state 
ef the roads, after the recent rains, would permit, intending to 
attack the enemy on the 8th instant; but the rain which hUt on 
the 7tb inatant having again ren€lered the roads impracticabfe, I 
uras obliged to defer the attack tiH the 10th, when we completely 
anccteded in earryiag all the positions on the enemy's lef^ and 
canlve> in separating the fovmer frem the ktter, and by these 
means turning the enemy's strong positions occupied by their 
right on the l<»w«r Nivelle, which they were obliged to evacuate 
during the night, having taken fifty-oue pieces of cannon, and 
fourteen hundred prisoners. The object of the attack being to 
force the enemy's centre and to establish our army in rear of 
their right, the attack was made in columns of divisions, each 
led by the General Officer commanding it, and each forming its 
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Dim resenrs. lieuleoant-^Qeniiral Sir Rowland Hill directed 
tiie;aioveajettitvof the rigliC^ coonating of the Cd divtiion^ imder 
Liei]leiianit*G»eiieral the Honeiable Sir Wiltiftin Stewart; Che 
fidi ^viaion, under lieuteiHiiit-Geaeral Sir Henry Clinton; s 
Ppetuguese dkision^ wider Lieuteaaat-General &ir John HamtU 
twk, and a S|>aiiiab divi^ion^ under General MuriUoy and Colonel 
Grant's brigade i^f cavalry ; «nd a brigade of Portuguese artillerji 
uader Laeutenaat-Colonel TiiUofa; and three mountain guna^ 
under Lietitanant Robe, which attacked the positions of the 
aaeioj behind Anhoue* 

^' Muralial Sir William Beneaford directed the movements of 
the iright o€ the centce, o^naisting of the Sd division, under 
]i(ajornGeneral.tfae Honorable Charles Colville; the 7th division^ 
vaider Masiacal de Campo Le Cor; and liie 4ch division, under 
lieutenaatnGeneral the Hof^raMe ^ir Lowry Cole. The latter 
atlaekfid the cedaubts in fnont of Sarr6, that village and the 
faeigbta iiehind it, sttppovted on their left by the army of reserve 
of Andalusia, >uii4er the cocnmaod of- the Mariscal de Campo 
JQoa Podrp Girou, which attaeiced the enemy^s positions on their 
lil^t of Sarr6, on th§ alopet of La Petite La Rhune, and the 
h^hts boyood the village, on the left of the 4di division.-^ 
Major- General Charles Baron Alten attacked, with the light 
divtsiop and General Luiiga's Spanish division, the enetny's po- 
silioBS on ha, Petite La Rhune, and having carried them, eo« 
operated with the mgbt of the oeatre on the attack of the heights 
hebind Sarci. General ititen's |>rigade of cavalry, under the 
direction of Lieutenant-General Sir !:^tapteton Cotton, foUowed 
Ae fliovexBents of the centre, and there were three brigades of 
Bridah artillery with this part of the army, and three mountato 
guns ivitj(i Qeueral pirou, und three with Major*Genefal Charles 
41tett. LieuteDaiit-Genemil Don Manuel Freyre moved, in 
tauD 43fiduiuns, from ifae heights of Mandale towards Aseaio, in 
order to tfrke advantage of anymovements the enemy might make 
fcom the right of his positiqn towards his centre : and Lieute* 
Raale£laDeial Sir John Hope, with fbe \eh of the army, drove in 
the enemy's outposts in front of their entrenchments on the 
Low^ tfivelle, carried the redoubt above Orogee, and esta- 
Uiahad hiawell oa the height^ immediately opposite fitbour, itt 
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Readiness , to take advantage of any movement made by the 
enern/a right. The attack began at dayJigbt, and Ueatenami- 
Gener^ the Honorable Sir Lowry Cole, having obliged Ae 
eneipy to evacuate the redoubt on their right,, in front of Sarr6y 
by a cannonade, and that in front of the. left of the village 
having beep likewise evacuated on the approach of the 7th divi-i> 
sion, under General Le Cor, to attack it, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Lowry Cole attacked and possessed himself of the village, which 
was turned, on its left, by the dd division, under Miyor-General 
the Honorable Charles Colville, and on its right by the reserve 
of Andalusia, under Don Pedro Girou,: and Major-Gen^ral 
Charles Baron Alten carried the positions) on La Petite La 
Khune. The whole then co-operated in the attack of the ene* 
my's main position behind the village. The Sd and 7th divisiooa 
immediately carried the redoubts qn the left of the enemy's 
centre, and the light division those on the right, while the 4th 
division, with the reserve of Andalusia on the left, attacked their 
positions in their centre. By these attacks, the enemy were 
obliged to abandon their strong positions, which they had forti- 
fied with much care and laboui:; and they left in the principal 
redoubt on the height the 1st battalion 88th regiment, which 
immediately surrendered. 

'^. While these operations were going on in the centre, I had 
the pleasure of seeing the 6th division, under Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Henry Clinton, after having crossed the Nivelle, and 
having driven in the enemy's piquetsTon both banks, and*having 
covered the passage of the Portuguese division, under Lieute- 
nant-General Sir John Hamilton, on its right, make a moat 
handsome attack upon the right of the enemy's position behind 
Anhpue, and on the right of the Nivelle, and carry all the 
entreqchments, and the redoubt on that flank. . Lieutenant* 
General Sir John Hamilton supported with the Portuguese 
division, the 6tb division on its right, and both co-operated in 
the attack of the second redoubt, which was immediately carried* 
Major-General Pringle's br^ade of the 2d division, under Lieu*^ 
tenant-General the Honorable Sir William Stewart, drove in 
the enemy's piquets on the Nivelle and in ftt>nt of Anhoue, and 
then Majpr-General Byng's brigade of the £d division carried 
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tke entrencbments and a redoubt further on the enemy's left, in 
vbich attack the Major* General and these troops distinguished 
tbemielVes. Major*General Muri^^o covered the advance of 
the whole to the heights behind Anhoue^ by attacking the ene- 
my's posts on the slopes of Mondariuy and following them 
towards Itzatee. The troops on the heights behind Anhpue 
were, by these operations, under the direction of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Rowland Hill, forced to retire towards the bridge 
of Cambo, on the Nive; with the exception of the division in 
Mondarin, which by the march of a part of ^e f d division, 
under Lieutenant-Gen<$ral the Honorable Sir William Stewart, 
was pushed into the mountains towards Baygory.-— As soon as 
the heights were carried on both banks of the Nivelle, I directed 
the 3d and 7 th divisions, being the right of our centre, to move 
by the left of that river upon St. P^, and the 6th division by 
the right of that river, on the same place, while the 4th and 
light divisions, and General Girou's reserve, held the heights 
above Ascain, and covered this movement on that side, and 
Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill covered it on the other. 
A pUrt of the enemy's troops bad retired from their centre, and 
had crossed the Nivelle at St. P6; and as soon as the 6th divi- 
sion apprbached, the 3d division, lender Major-General the 
Honorable Charles Colville, and the 7th division, under General 
Le Cor, crossed that river and attacked, and immediately gained 
possession of the heights beyond it. We were thus esjtaWisbed 
in the rear of the enemy's right ^ but so much of the day was 
now spent, that it wa^ impossibte to make any further mov^ 
ment, und I was obliged to defer our further operations till the' 
foHbwing morning. 

'^ The enemy evacuated Ascain in the afternoon, of which 
vilbge Lieutenant-General Don Manuel Freyre took possession; 
and quitted all their works and positions in front of St. Jean de 
Liiz during the night, and retired upon Bidart, destroying all 
the' bridges on the Lower Nivelle. Lieutenant-General the' 
Honorable Sir John Hope followed thi^m with the left of the 
army, as soon as he could cross the river; and Marshal Sir. 
William Beresford moved the centre of the army as far as the 
state of the roads after a violent fall of rain would allow; and: 



dS8 >fe(» Mkffb^f* 

Ae enemy retired ag^in on tHenighCdf the llth^nito tm en- 
ttoiched camp in iVorit of dayonne. tn-the cout^ of tHe oper*' 
iltiond of M^hieh I have given your iWdBbijfr ^n omliue, in iithjdt 
«'e have driven the ei^emy from |)o8il!k)ns «^hich they had' been 
fertif>iiig with great' labour and care for thf^e momh^, in \viiieh 
Vre havp taken fifty-oiie pieces of cannon, six tumbrils of ammu- 
nition, and fourteen hundred prisoners, I have great satiafticttbii' 
in reporting Xht good conduct of all the oflkers and troop«. 
The report it^lf will show how much reason T had to be sali^ 
fied with ^ ctyhduct of Marshal Sir Witliaoi Beresford, and of 
Lteutenarrt-Genersd Sir Rowland Hill, who directed tike attaek 
6t the centrrand right of the army; and^ with that of Lieiite- 
nant-Generah the Honorable Sir George Lowry Cole, the 
Honorable S^r William Stewart, Sir John Hamilton, amd Sir 
Henry Clinton ; a^d Major-Generah the Honorable Charles 
CoFville, Carles Baron Alten, Mariseal De Campo P Le 
Gor, and Mariseal* T^ Campo Don Pablo MuriHo, commanding 
divisions ofinfantry; and with that of Don* Pedro Girou, ooni- 
Bififtfding the reserve of AiHlalusia.---^Iieut!enant^G^nera« Sir 
A^wland Mi<4'and Marshal Sir William Beitesford^ and these 
ge^ieral oflftrer9> have reported their sewfse of tfie condoct of ther 
generteis sf^ troops under their command; respectively; and f 
partieniarly request your Lordship's attention to the* conduct of 
]ifflj«>r-Genefal Byng, and of Mafor-Generai! Lambert^ who 
dMMhicted the attack of the 6th.divi6fion. 1 likewise partieiiltrly* 
dbs^r^e the gsJlant conduct of the 51st and 68th reghneAta^ 
mdder the command of Major Rice and Lieutenan€^Goh)ne( 
Hawkins, in Major-General IngKs's brigade, in the attack of 
the heights above St. P6, in the afternoon of the lOtb. The 
9th Porliiguese brigade, in the 3d division, under Mnjoy*6ertle- 
rai Power, likewise distingnidhed theAiselves id the attacb of tlie 
l#ft of t!he enemy's centre, and Majop-Generat Anscm-s brigad^. 
of the 4dir division, m the viltage of Sair^, and the cfenlve <yf tiMa' 
heights; Although the most brilliant part of this serviee dM 
not fall to the lot of Lientenant-General the Hononifain Sir 
John Hope, and LieuteffiaM^Geneval Don M. Frejfve, i bam 
every reason to be satisfi^ vl'ith the mode in irhicb thssrfcne^* 
ril officers conducted the service of wtiich tbey^badthedirdetiM. 
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Our loss, although severe, had not been 86 great us migdt have 
been expected, considering the strength of the positions attacked/ 
and the length of time (from day-light till dark) during Inrhich 
die troops ^ere engaged : but 1 am conc'eriied to add, that Co- 
lonel Barnard, of the 95th, has been severely, though 1 hope 
not dangerously, wounded; and that we have lo^ in Lieutenant* 
Colonel Lloyd, of the 94th, an officer who had frequently dis* 
tinguished himself, and was of great promise. I received the 
greatest assistance in forming the plan for this attack, and 
throughout the operations, from the Quarter-Master-Genei'al 
Sir George Murray, and (he Adjatant-General the H!onorabIe 
Sir Edward Pak^nham, and from Lieutenant-Colonel L6rd 
Pitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colotiel Campbell, and all thd 
6fficersof my personal staifi and Hi^ Serehe Highness the PHnee 
bf Orange. The artillery which was in the field Was of great 
use to us; and I cannot sufficiently acknowledge the intelligence 
and activity with which it was bronght to the point of attact, und^r 
the direction of Colonel Dickson, over the bad roads through 
the monlTtains, at this season of the year. I send this dispatch 
by my Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant Marquess of Worcester, whom 
I beg leave to recommend to yonr Lordship. 

(Signed) « WftLtrNdtON/' 

BATTLE OF TUB NIVE. 

9th to 13tfa December, 1813i 

"My Lord, " St. Jean de Luz, December 14,. I8l3. 

'< Since the enemy's retreat from the Niyeile, they had occu|)ied 
a position in front of Bayonne, which had been entrenched 
witb greats labor since th^ battle fought at Vittonain June last. 
It appears to be under the fire, of the works of die place^ the 
right rests upon the Adour, and the front in this part is covered 
by a morass, occasioned by a rivulet whioh faUs into the Actour. 
The rigbt of tiie centre reata upon this aaaoe morass, and its left 
upoi^ 1^ River Nive. The left is between the Nive and the 
Adpnr,^ o^ wbicb river the left lestei. They had their advanced 
po*^ tf9^ ^ir right W front of Anglet and towards *Biaritz. 
With (beir 1^ tb^ defended the River Nive, and comaiuni- 
cated with, General Paria's division of die army of Catalonia, 



which was at St, Jean JPied de Port, and they had a considerable 
corps cantoned in Ville Franche and Mouguerre. It was im- 
possible to attack • the enemy in thi^ .position, as long as tliey 
remained in force in it. I had determined to pass the Nive 
immediately after the passage of the Nivelle, but was prevented 
by the bad state. of the roads, and the swelling of all the rivulets 
occasioned by the fail of rain in the beginning of that month, hut 
the state of the weather an^ roads, having at length enabled me 
to collect the materials, and make the preparations for fortning 
hridges for Jhe passage of that river, I moved the troops out of 
their cantonments on the 8th, and ordered that the right of the 
army under Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill should pass on 
the 9th, at and in the neighbourhood of Cambo, while Marshal 
Sir William Beresford should favor and support his operation, by 
passing the 6th division under Lieutenant-General SirHenry Clin- 
ton, at Ustaritz ; both operations succeeded completely. ^ The 
enemy was immediately driven from the right bank of the river 
and retired towards Bayonne, by the great road of St. Jean Pied 
de Port. Those posted opposite Cambo were nearly inter- 
cepted by the 6th division, and one regiment was driven from 
the road and obliged to march across the country. The enemy 
assembled in considerable force on a range of heights hmnibg 
parallel with the Adour, and still keeping Ville Frandie by their 
right. The 8th Portuguese regiment, under' Colonel Douglas, 
and the 9th cagadpres, under Colonel Brown, and the Bntish 
light infantry battalions of the 6th division, carried this village 
and the heights in the neighbourhood. The rain whidi had 
fallen the preceding night, and on the morning of the 8th; haA so 
destroyed the road, that the day had nearly elapsed before Ifae 
whole of Sir Rowland Hill's 'corps had come up, and I was 
therefore satisfied with the possession of the ground which we 
occupied. * 

*" On the same day, Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope, wiA 
the left of the army under his command, moved forward by ^ 
great road from St. Jean de Luz towards Bayonne, and r€teon- 
noitred the right of the intrenched camp under Bayonne, and^tbe 
course of the Adour below the town, after driving in the enemy's 
posts from the neighbourhood of Biaritz and Anglet. The Gglit 
division^ under Major^Geaeral Alten, likewbe moved forward 
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BdhjoTi I had broiw dp fma brfore that pltoe, and oMurdMd 
the tnfiiiitr; ta tke podtion in (rAki or VaWerde, except the 
diMsfOD tbf the HbnonMe Major-Ocaeral Gelbraith Lowfj Cole, 
whidh,' wkh about £000 Spanish troops, I left to cover the re- 
ttOval of our stoies* The cavajry, which bad, accordiag to or- 
ditffey Alhn back as the enemy advanced^ was joined at. Santa 
Mftrtha by the cavalry of General Blake ; that of General Cas* 
tanos, under Count de Pennn ViUamur, bad been always- with 
it. As. renuunii^ at Viiherde, though a stronfer position, left 
Bidijos entirely open, I determined to take up a position, 
such as could be got in this widely open coontiy at this places 
thus standing directly b^w«an.the enemy and Badajoz. The 
army was therefore amiaifalcKi here on the 15th instant. The 
corps of Gbmeral Bkke, thouf^ making a forced mardi to^ 
fieet it^ only )oitaed in the night, and could not be placed in its 
podition till the morning of the l6th instant, when General 
Ode's division, with the Spanish brigade under Don Carlos 
dlEspagne, also joined, • little before the commencement of 
the action. Our cavalry had been forced, on the morning of the 
16th instant, to retire irom Santa Martha, and joined here. In 
the afternoon of that day the enemy appeared in front of us. 
The next momiiq; our. disposition for receiving the enemy was 
made, being, formed in two lines, nearly .parallel to the river 
AltMdiera, on the ridge, of the gradual ascent rising from the 
river, and covering the road^io Badajoz and Valverde, though 
your Lordship is aware that the whole face of diis country is 
everywhere passable for all arms. General Blake's corjps 
was on the right, in two lines; its left on the Valverde road> 
Joined the. right of Major*General the Honorable William 
Sten^art's division, the left of which reached the Badajoz road ; 
where commenced the right of Major-General HamiltoVa 
division, which closed the left of the line. General Cole*s d»» 
^ion, with one brigade of General Hamilton's, formed the se- 
cond line of the British and Portuguese army. The enemy, on* 
the morauig of the l6th, did not long deky his attack ; at eight 
o'clock he was observed to be in movement, iad his cavalry waa 
seen passing the rivulet of Albuhera, and considerably above 
our right; and shortly. after he marched out of the wood, oppo- 
R.M.CdL II. Q 
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•lie to ti8| a strong fotee ^ fifewAryy Mdr i^wo htmtf ^^Aubnmkt 
fintry, pointing tbem' tc^otir fronti wif to aWekdie nUi^Mil 
bridge of Albuheiu. Xhiring diii ^tinie, luder ,«pv^ of hift 
vastly superior cavdry, be mvas filmglbe f^rinGipal of Ms >»* 
faatry over the nv^ -be^pood ^ir rigb^ aod itiwaa not kwg. t»«- 
fore his inientiQn appq$red to be to" tmn as by. that flank^ .tm^ 
cot us off from Valverde. .MajofKGedoraLCoW^a dmskm was 
therefore ordered to iSsrin an oblH|ile Kbe. to tbe rear ^ our 
tii^t, ¥rith bis own right Ihroata bade ; and the intanlian of tha 
enemy to attack our right becoming evident, I re(}tHaled (Steer 
ral Blake to form part of bis Ant line, and ill his aecand to that 
fronts which was done. The enemy conunenced his attack at 
nine o'clock, not ceasing at the same lime to .meaaee our left ; 
aad after a strong and gallant resislaace of the Spanish troops^ 
he gained the heights upon .wfaieb Ihey had becb forsaed; 
meanwhile the dimioo of th^ Honorable Major-General WflUftfla 
Stewart bad beto brought* up to support them ; iand that of 
M^otvGeoeraL Hamilton brought. to the kft of the Spanish 
line, and^ forased in coutiguoiia c^se, columns of 4>atli£oiia, to 
be moveable in any directibn. The Poiteq^ese brigade of 
cavalry; mider Brigadiec^General OlJway,' remained at somedifr* 
tance on the left of this, to check any attempt of the enemy 
below the vUlage. As the heights the enenky hail gained jrak^d 
and entirely commanded our whole position^ it beeiiuie neces« 
sary to make every effort to setafce and maintain tbem ; and a 
aoUe one was made by the division of General Stewart, headed 
by that ^gallant offieer. Nearly, at the b^ionii^ of the enemy's 
attack, a heavy storm of rain came on, < which ivitb-tiieamoke 
from the £i^g, rehdeced it impossible to diatcioii aiiy Aing 
distinctly. Hiis, with the nature of the ground, had beeii' ex- 
tremely favorable to the enemy ill forming' his columns and in 
his subsequent aUack.. The ri^t brigaded. General Stowar^s 
division under Lieutenahit-Cohwiiel Golbome, firat came into 
action, and behaved in th&mostgaHaiitiMbner; and indang that 
the eiiem;y's cohimn could not bet Aak^ b^ fibe^ proceeded to 
attack it witii the bayonet ;. and while in the ^ust of-cbargiBg, a 
body of Polish laocei's (:ca«aby)>. ^ahiah tfae4liid(ne8Sof'the at-*^ 
mosphere and the oatuce of -the Igncfundlhadiconceated, (and 
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^iAkk «r«9 besidH^ iHnstiilcen by Aoi^ of the brigade^ wben 
<iSutwtrei, for Spiiiiiffh cavmliy/ iind ft«^efl>re not 'fired upoh,) 
^nrned it;' and'beitig tiitts attacked tmexpi^ctedly in th6 tiM^, 
>iM9 tinfittttmalfel jr broken, and' suffered itrimensely. The Slst 
wt^meilt, being thekftone of the' biigade, done escaped thift 
'diarge, tad iitider the command of A&jbr L'Estrai^ge, kept iti 
gTMnid ttntJ}th« arrtvri of the Srd brigade, tiiider Mkjor-General 
ii^htov. Th^ conduct x>f this brigade was most conspicn- 
<Mlsiy 'gflftfant, and that of the third brigade under the comih^nd 
ef the llofiorabte Liefut^oant-Golottel Abercromby, was not less 
eo'; Major-'General HogUton cheering on his brigade, fell, 
piei^ed by Weunds. Though the enemy's principal attack was 
on Ais point of the right, he also made a continual attempt upon 
ditft part of our original front at die village tind bridge, which 
was defended in the most gallant manner by. Maj6r-General. 
Charles Baron Alten, and the light infantry brigade of the 
GeriDan Legion, whose conduct was in every point of view con* 
apiciiously gocMl. This' point how formed our left, and Major* 
General Hamilloti^s 'division had been brought lip there; and 
he was ieft to direct the defence of tha^ point, whilst the enemy's 
altsadb Continued on our rights a Considerable portion of the 
Spanbh troops supporting the ilefence of this place. The 
cnem/s cavalry, on his infantry attempting to force our right, 
had endeavoured to turn it ; but by the able manoeuvres of 
M*jor-General rtie Hbnbrable' WiRiam Lumtey, eoflftmanding 
tbe allied cavalry, though vastly inferior to that of die enemy in 
^ambcir, bis endeavours , were foiled. Major-General .Cole 
seeing the attack of the enemy, very judiciously bringing up his 
left M little, marched in Une to attack the enelny's left, and 
arrived most opportunely to contribute, %ith the charges of 
the brigades of General Stewart's division, to 'force the enemy to 
abandon his situation^ aifdTetire precipitately/ahdto'take refuge 
tinder his rfejierve; here the fiizileer brigade partiCulariy distin- 
liniflhed itself. 'He was pursued by Ae allies to a considei^able 
diataHise, arid its far as I thought it prudent, with his immense 
aujpetiority'of cavafary; and! coiiteikted' myself with seeing him 
drii«n atroals the Albuhera. I haveeveiy reason to spedk 
faivoriibi^of the manner in which our attiRery was sened, and 
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fought ; and >lajor N[u|iiyii connwinilipg tb$r Brttkb, mm! M^ 
jor Dickson commanding. the Portifgueae^ and |(ie officeii and 
men are entided to. my thanks* Tl^ four guns of tb* b^rae- 
artiilery, commanded by Captain Lefebyrej did great excfcuiMHi 
on \he .enemjp'ii cavalry ; and one Iwigade. of Spanish artillery, 
(the only one in the fields) ,{vas .e<}ually gaUai|tly and wdl 
served. We lost in the misfortune .^hicb occurred to the brifadc 
commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Colborne, (wjhofli Geoend 
Stewart reports to.haveacted^ and was then acting m almost 
noble manner, leading on the brigade in admirable order,) one 
howitzer, which the enemy before the arrival of the gallant 
Gc^ieral Hoghton's brigade had time to carry off, with two or 
three hundred prisoners of that brigade. After he had bqen 
beati^i from this his principal attack^ he still continuefl that near 
the village, on which he could never make any impression, or 
cross the rivulet, though I had been obliged to bring a very 
gpeat proportion of the troops from it, to support the principal 
point of attack; but the enemy seeing his main attack defeated, 
rel9xed m his attempt, there also. The Porlmguese divisioo of 
Msgor-General Hamilton in every instance evinced, the ntaaost 
steadiness and courage, and mancsuvred equally well with the 
British. Brigadier*General Harvey's Portoguese brigade, be- 
longing to General Cole's division, had an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing itself when marching in line across the plain, by re- 
pulsing with the utmost steadiness a charge of the enem/s 
cavalry. It is impossible to enumerate every instance of 
discipline and valor shoym on this severely contested day ; bat 
never were troops that more valiantly, or more gloriously 
maintained the honor of thei^ respective countries. 1 have^ not 
been able to partionlarise the Spanish divisions, brigades, or 
Regiments, that were particularly engaged, because 1 am. not 
acquainted with their denominations or names.^ but I have great 
pleasure in saying, that their behaviour was most ga)hmt and 
bonpr^ble ; and though, from the superior number and weight of 
the enemy's. force, that part of them th^t were in the pos^on 
attacked were obliged to cede the ground, it was after a gal- 
lant resistance, and they continued in good order to support 
tbier allies ; and I doubt not, his Excellencfy General Blake 
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ivW'^ib^tfinple jii9ttc« 6ft fM^ he/&A; fyy imddng honoii^e mention 
^"ibe* ile«erf4ii$:/'''I%e biiHle cotMnefioed at n^ o'clock, and 
emitHkiedivldKHit'intcnruptibn tBl two iii the afteraoon, wlirn 
the ^aemy,'h^ing'httn iirift^\ ovtr the Albtih^ra^ for the re- 
auMfer of th6 day^efb'wribtit catinonacling and skirmishing/ 
ll^is impos^m^ by an^r description to do justice to the distin- 
IP^ibb^dd gliKalitry of the troops, but every individtlftil inost nobly 
Hdim^^iitj; afid which will be well proved b^ the great loss we 
h$e9t sitffered^ thidugh reputsing the' enemy ; aiid it was observed 
fliat our dead^ particularly the 37th regiment, were Ijring as they 
had fouglit, in rahks, and eviery wound was in the front. Tlie 
Honorable Major-Getieral William Stewart most particularly dis- 
tioguishedhtniself, and condQced much to the honor of the day ; 
lie received two contusions, butVould not quit the field. Major- 
Oeneral the Honorable Galbraitli Lowry Cole is also entitle^ to 
€very praise; and Thave to regret being deprived for some time of 
Kis' services by -the wotmd be has received. The Honorable 
lieutehantvColonel Abercronfrby, commanding the (End brigade, 
12nd' division, and Major 'L' Estrange, 31st regiment, deserve 
vo be' particularly mentioned; and nothing could exceed the 
conduct and gallantry of Colonel Inglis at the he^d of his 
regfinent. To the Honorable Major- Generdl William Luniley 
for the very able manner in which 'he opposed the numerous 
cavalry of the enemy, and foiled him in bis object, I am parti- 
cfilarly indebted. To Major-General Hamilton, who commanded 
on the left, • during the severe attack upon our right, I am also 
much indebted ; and the Portuguese brigade of Brigadier-Gene- 
rala Fonseca and Archibald Campbell deserve to be mentidned. 
To Majdr-G^neral Charles Alten, and to the excellent brigade 
under his orders, I have much praise to give; and It is witb 
gieat pleasure [ assure your Lordship that the good and gallant 
(K)nduct of every corps, and of every person, was in proportion 
to die opportunity that offered foi- distinguishing themselves. I 
know not an individual who has not done his duty. I have, I fear, 
to regret the loss to the service of Colonel Collins, commanding 
a Portttgn^se brigade, his leg having been carried off by a cannon 
shot He is an officer of 'great merit ; and I deeply lament the 
death of Major-General Hoghton, and of those two promising 
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ofiiccrs^ U^AcnaotrCoiood *Sk- WallittDi My«i«i Vfd Im^tmf^ - 
Colonel DuckwortlY« It ia^aoQsi,pIt»Miig to ine to iaibriii f#pr 
Lorciebipy not only x)f the .«tai4y anid galkint Qooikict of oarallia» 
the Spfiinish troops, under bk £iXGeUeii«y Gei|erai BUke, bttt^b^ 
to assure you that the.mosi perfect baraioiiy has ^hsbled beitiwew 
us; and that General, Blake not oi^y conformed in -all t^iig^to 
the general line proposed by your Lordship^ but, in the d«tay% 
and in whatever I suggested to his fAcellracy^ I : ri^ceived 4ho 
most immediate and. cordial assent and * co-opemtionv; nofi 
nothing was omitted on bis part^ to ensure thesucfiesa of e«r 
united efforts; and during the battle he most essentially, by bia 
^perience, knowledge and zea], contributed to its fortunate 
' result. His Excellency the Captain»Gener^ Castanos, wbo bad 
united the few troops he had in a state to be brought into the 
fidd to those of General Blake, and placed diem under his ordeni, 
assisted personally in the field ; and not only on this, but on ^ 
occasions, 1 am much indebted to General Castanos, who ift ev^ 
beforehand in giving whatever can be beneficial to the suoccisa 
of the common cause. Though I unfortunately cannot point 
out the corps or many of the individuals of the Spanish tcoppa 
that distinguished themselves, yet I will |iot omit to mention the, 
names of General Ballasteros, whose gallaati^ was mostcoaqM- 
OAOus, as of the corps be«had under his cpmmattd;..aiid the 
name of General Zayas and of Don Carlos d'Espagne. The 
Spanish cavalry have behaved extremely well ; and the Count de 
Penne Villamur is particularly deserving to be ni^ntioi|ed. .1. 
annex the return of our loss in this hard contesM day;itisi 
very severe; and in addition to it is the loss of the troops upid<ir. 
his Excellency General Blake, who are killed^ wounded *a^ 
missing, bat of which I have not the return. The Ipss of the. 
enemy, though I cannot know what it is, must be still ifioia. 
sevtt^e. He has left on the field of battle about two thoiuiind 
dead, and we have taken from nine hundred to oue thousand^ 
prisoners. He has had five generals killed and wouoded^ pf 
the former Generals of division Werle and Pesim; and Gami. 
and two others amongst the latter. His fpree was jn^c^ piwc 
considerable than we had been informed of ; as I do not think be 
displayed less than twenty or tweaty-twathouswd infantry,, and, 
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\m outaMflhMi toot' lbd«ii«id oifftfe^E, with a Dumeroug and- 
bea^ MBttiAerj. Hii overbearing caaalry cramped and confined 
M oiif operations! and with Us artiUery saved his infantry after 
ioB fOttt. He retired after the battle to the ground he had 
been previously on, but occupying it in position ; and on this 
moiniiigy or rather d\iring the night, commenced his retreat on 
the M»d he came, towards Seville, and has abandoned Badajoz 
^ its*fate. He left-ar number of bis Ivounded on the ground he 
vetiiedto^ and. to whom we are administering what assistance we 
can. I have aent our cavalry to follow the enemy, but in that 
arraiie is top powerful for us to attempt any thing against him in 
die plains he is traversing. Thus we have reaped the advanti^. 
we proposed from our opposition to the attempts of the enemy ; 
and whilst he has been forced to abandon the object for which 
be has almost stripped Andalusia of troops, instead of having 
aeoamplished the haughty boasts with which Marshal Soult 
llanngned his troops on leaving Seville, he returns there with 
adKtailed army, and what may perhaps be still more hurtful 
to him, widi a diminished reputation. In*enumerating the ser-^ 
vices received from tbe oflicers of my own staff, I must parti- 
cnkadycall yonr Lord^ip's attention' to those of Brigadier- 
Gieneral D'Urbao^ Quarter*Master-General to the Portuguese 
amy, and wbich I caonot^ sufficiently praise, though I can 
appreciate^ On all occasions I have* felt the benefits of his 
tdenta and seiifices, and more particularly on this, where they 
very eaaehtially contributed to the success of the day ; and I 
cannot here omit the name of Lieute^i^-Col(mel Hardinge, 
I>epttty Quartep*Master-6eneral to the Portuguese troops, 
whoee talents and exertions deserve my thanks. To Brigadier- 
General Mo»nho, Adjutant-General of the Portuguese army, 
andto Lieutenant-Colonel Rooke, Asristant Adjutant-General 
to the united British and Porttiguese forces, and to Brigadier- 
Geaecal Lemos, and to the officers of my own personal staff, 
I- an indebted: for dieir assistance. To the services of Lieu- 
tenanl4>olonel Arbuthnot (Major in His Majesty's service) 
I. am also nuM^ indebted, and he is the bearer of this to your 
LtOfddup, Mid is fully aiaUed to give you any further informa- 
tion yott may deaife, and is moat deserving of any iavor your 
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liigbnesftflie Prince. Regent* > - • > /*':*: 

'^'1 Have t!he^ honor to be, &c*. ' 
** W. C. Beresford, 
'^ Marshy and ,Lieutenaiit:Gen^raI. ,, . 

^' P« &. Msgop-Gen^ tiamiiloii'»dH|i»ion^ aod Brigadier^! 
General Maddeo'is brigade of Foftoguesecaiyahryi march % to?-; 
miorrow mornkig to rc^inveat^dt^az onthe aoudi akie d^<tfaef 
Guadiana. . • •> 

180. Lieutenakt-General The right Honorabxe 
George^ Earl of Dalhousie, G.C.B. 

The Snd of July, 1787> I48 Lordship purchased a ConMilcy 
in thcdrd drsgoon guards ; from which he was appointed Ca|itatft. 
in an independent company raided by himself; and the 4lh oS 
January, 17919 Captain in the ^d battalion Royals. His. 
Lordship joined the battalion at Gibfaltiir ; the 27th of. Juney 
1.792, wa9 appointed Major in the 2nd foot, . by purchase, and 
nent in command of it tp Martinique; the .29ad of Augoat, 
1794, he succeeded to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy ; in 1 795 ^ was 
sfverely wounded at the latter place,: and obliged to return to- 
England. In .179B his I^ordship served in. the rebellion in 
Ireland ; and in 1799 embarked^oivthe expedition to the Holder, 
a^d was present in all the. actions of ^at campaign. The- l^t 
of January, 1800, he received the brevet of Colonel, andwaa 
employed in that year Under General Maitlahd, before Belleiale, 
from whence he was ordered to join Sir Ralph Abercromby 
at Minorca ; he proceeded off Cadiz, and afterwards to Egypt : 
he was present in the actions of the 8th and 21st of Mardi. 
He commanded a detachment sent to reduce the forts ' kA 
Abo|ikir and Rosetta, and subsequently advanced to 'Gftire. 
In 1802 his Lordship, was placed in garrison at Gibralter; 
in 1803, appointed Brigadier-General on the Staff in Scotland, 
which situation he held till 1805, the 25th of April, of which 
year he received the rank of Major-Geqeral. .In 1809 he. was 
appointed to the Staff in- England; he ne;st seryMmtheexpe'? 



TflMfAS^ B4K2R. SiSi ^'''^ 

■to |be^SMMl4ty«Md;9iiMflattd m-rea&rf^mi» Sir Joho 
H<qpe| sncristterij in covimand at Flufluog. On die eVacuB*' 
tion (f Wfticheren, Deccmliei' 1809> Us Lordship returned to 
Bofjknd, and was afterwards appointed to tHe Staff in tbe 
Pemnsuia, where he commanded the 7 th division^ and was ^ 
engaged in several of die most important actions. For his 
eottdttcC in tbe'Peninsolai Lord DaHiousie has received the 
tiMikt of the Houses of Pariiament, and other hont>rable testi- 
nMMiias. Hia > Lordship was appointed ^ Lieutenant-General, 
the 4th of June» 1813 ; Colonel uf the 6th battalion of the 60th; 
the 50th of August, 1809; and Colonel of the 26th foot, the 
21st of May, 1813. 

His Lordship has the honor of wearing a medal and a dasp 
for the battles of Vittoria, and the Pyrenees. 

The 18th of July, 1815, his Lordship was created Baroir 
Ddbouste of BaUiousie Castle, Edinburgh. In August, 1816. 
Lord Dalhousie was appointed to the command of Nova- 
Scotia; and in 1819> on the death of the Duke of Richmond, 
was appointed • Captain-General and Governor-in-Ciuef of 
the forceis- in North America. 

•Lord DalhoQsie is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General Officers. 

181. LlEUtENAKT-GfiNEKAL ThOMAS BaKBB. 

This officer entered the service the 23rd of July^' 1774^ a»- 
an Ensign in the 36th ; the 4th of March, 1776, he obtained an 
Ensigncy in the Ist foot g9ards, and embarked for America, 
but being promoted to a Lieutenancy, with the rank of Captain, 
the 3rd of April of that year, he was recalled. Tbe 20th of 
September, 1782, he was appointed Captain in the Royals, 
and placed on half pay ; the 10th of December, 1794, he was 
again on full pay;, the 1st of March, of that year, he received 
the rank of Major ; and the 28th of August, that of Lieutenant- 
Colonel. . Whilst under orders for foreign service, in 1795, be 
w»5^ by the reduction of his regiment, again placed on half pay. 
The 26di of February, 1798, he took th^ command of the 
North Middlesex Supplementary Militia ; the 1st of January, 
,1800, l^e received the brevet of Colonel; the^5th of April, 
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this .iMbpif June, 18Jsa« ... . « 

182. LibutenAnt-Genebal 
George Baiion db Hochepied^ M.P^ 

Ti|i«ofiii:er eotef ed th^ seprvice the 11 lb, of March 1777> a» 
a jcpraet in the 4tb dngomisi th« 30tb of .May, 1780, he ex-' 
duuv^ ^"^^ ^^ ^'^ trA>op of horie gufM'da ; io August, 1730, 
obtamd a Lieutenancy m the- sape reghneof; wd in .June, 
1783, a oompeny in ^e late 8Stb, In 178^ he was reduced 
op/the haif^pay of the Utt^r regiment In 1794^.bie reoeKred 
the brevet of Major ; and the 22nd of August, of that year, w^s 
i^pointed lieutenant-Colonel of the late 1.1 7tb, which rq;i* 
ment be raised joindy with General St. John. The lai. of 
January, 1800,. bereceived the brev^ of Colonel ; and in. 1803 
vm9 appointed Brigadier*6eneral on the Portainouth diatdcf, 
iipoi^ which staff he remained until he received the i^anh of 
^eutenantrGeneral, the 4th of June, 1813; that of Major* 
General be obtained die £3th of AprU, 1808. The 2jDd of' 
January, 1813, he was appointed Cplond of the Snd garriaoii 
^ttalion i and th(» 12tb of January, IB 14, Colonel of the late 
103d foot. 

In ] 8 19 the Prince Regent granted to this offi.cer, then lieu- 
tenant-General Porter, die Royal licence and permission to 
aasuiM die tide of Baroki de Hochepied, granted to the maternal 
greal-gmndfathei^ of the Lieutenant-General by XjeopoU- I., 
lE^peror of Gerauiny, in the year 1 704. 

183. Lieuxenai^t-Genekal 
Sir James Erskins, Bart. 

Apj^INTBSi Ensign £6tfa foot, the 26th of Febmaiy, 1788; 
ifid in January, 1789, sailed for Canada ; the 9th of January, 
1791^ he eJbrtained a lieutenancy in the 7th foot ; and id July 
foUowing mtumed to England. The8di of March, 1?93, he 
"Vas appcdnled Captam in an mdependent company, and the let 
of November following removed to the 37th. He served in 
the cempaigns of 1793> and 4, in Flanders, and was {Niesent at 
the battle ot Cateau, the 26di of Apnl, 1794 ; action of the 
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lOtk^sf Mi;, Milw ihLV»4l( CTtofag, atffl iirdte reiecve ki tte ' 
actions of the 17th aod 18th of that moiffli ; and «t th* bsttte 
of Towns J. The IQth of Mav^ \11S^, be xeceived die rank of 
Major ; tfa6« S^nd of August me Lieutenant-Coionelcy of the 
\B3d foot; and was present at the actions near Boxtel. In 
Aprils 1795, he retoi'ned to England; the ^<h of P^rnarj, 
1793y be. was* appointed lieutenant-Colonel in the T^th lights 
dragoons; m September, 1 79^9 he embarked for the Helder/ 
and was present at the battle of Bergen, the 2nd of October, 
1799. The Ist of January, 16QO, he obtained the brevet of 
Goloniel; and on the 2dth of December, in the same year, was 
appointed Asd-de^Canip to the King ; the lOtfa of February, 
\d03f be was removed to the Lieutenajnt-Colonelcy of the ted* 
dragoon guards; Ilie 5d of March, 1804, Brigadier-General on 
the Staff of Great Britaiti; and continiked to serve on that ttid 
the Irish Staff till he received the rank of Major-Genei:al the 
^5th of April, 1808« He commanded a district in Seotkiidt 
till the 18th of April, 1809, when he quitted England for 
Portugal in command of a brigade of\cayaIry: he returned, 
from severe indisposition, the 20th of .Septentber, 1809* The 
4th of June, 1813, he received the rank of* Lieutenant-General. 

I84f LiI^UTENANT-GeNI^IIAL HsNEY WlLLIAHa. 

Appointed Ensign 13th foot, the 25tk of December 1778; 
and Lieutenant the l6th of - 'February, 1779- lb November, 
1780, he sailed with his regiment f6r Barbadoes, 4nd arriviMl A»' 
ISth of Jimuary, 1781; die'l6th of the latter nMHith be 
embarked on board the Alfred man of war, with two companies, 
to do duty as marines, and debariied at the taking of St. 
Eustfttia the 3d of Februafy following. In August he em« 
barked with the flank companies of the 13th, for Antigua ; and 
the 24th of January, 1782, was 'sent with his corps to the relief 
of St. Kitt's, then attacked by a French force nnder th^ Mar- 
quess de Boiiill^e, and afterwards sent on board the Mofitagne 
nan of war, to do duty as marines^ and diere remained tiH 
March, 1782, when the 13th disembarked at Antigua. Lieu^ 
tenant Williams returned to England in July, 1782. The 3l8t 
of May, 1788, he was appointed Captain Lieutenant in his 
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^regiraenit ; nni the 5tfa of May^ 17d9yobtaiaed biscompaitj : 
ip September of , |hiB> jlilKffr. fi»ir/(lie ttgaiir embarked for 
Barhadoei; m MaKck, ,)i7£l9is>bci*ref]iriied rio> fing^aiMl ;^ .10 
FebrOaiy, 179^^ rejoined the regi^ierit at Kinj^jton^* Jamaka ; 
apd iQ December came home, from ill ^ealtb. ' The Stb. of 
M ay> 1794> he succeeded to a Majority in the IStli ; the 92nA 
of' August' following mras appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, by br^--^ 
ret ; and sub^queiitly raised, the late ISQth regimefit , Tlie 
^4tb of May, 1796, he was appointed Inapeqting Field OfEtjcer 
of ihe Salop recruiting district, iif which situa^on he continued • 
till promoted to the rank of Bri|adier*6enera). The Istof 
«rao6ary, 18Q0, he received the brevet of Cobnel ; and the .20tb 
of vfune^ l804| was appointed Brigadier»Genenil,' and ' to ^m- 
mai(id iM Shropshire brigade of yeomanry and ndunteers, from 
mhkh h« was removed to the Staff, at Norman CrosB> the S4th 
of Jijine> 1806; and appointed Major-General the 25tii of 
April, 1808 ; and I;ieutenant-Getteral the 4th of June, 18)3. 
.... • ••■•..• ;^.» 

185. Lieutenant-Geneeal TiiE Right Hoj^oRABLE 
Henry, Marquess Conyngham. K.St. P. ' ' 

His Lordship was appointed £nsign in the 3rd Guards the 
6th of June, 1787 ; Lieutenant in the 8th Dragoons the 30th of 
S^tember, 1788 ; Captain-|jieutcbantf in the :4th • Dragoon 
Guttda the Slst of October, 1790; Captinn the SOtb of No- 
vember, 1798; Major in the 108th footthe 17 th of May, 1794 ; 
Lieulitoant-!ColonieI-Coihmandant in the! Londonderry regiment 
the «5th of August, 1794 ; Colonel, by brevet; the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1800; Brigadier-General on the Staff in Ireland die'JSth 
of November, 1803 ; Major-General the 25th of April, 1808 ; 
and Lieutenant-General the 4th of Jnne, 1813. His Lordship 
raised the Londonderiy regiment. 

His Lordship is a Knight of the Order of St. Patrick, Gus- 
tos Botnlorum of the County of Clare, Ireland, and Govmior ' 
of the County of DodcgaH. In 1816, be received the dignity 
of Marquess. 



. JOHN FRASKR. ifi^W 

18& ;LlJH;TENANT-GjBNBftAL 

Ths HoNOBi^BLB Sill Aleicakpsr HoPB| G.C.B., M.P. 

This officer was Lieutenant-Colonel in the90tb foot the 27 tb 
of August, 1794; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 14th foot the 17th of 
Deeember, 1794 ; Colonel in the army the 1st of January, 1600; 
Colonel in the 5th West India Regiment the SOth of October, 
1806; Major^General the 25th of April, 1808 ; Colonel of, hi^ 
present regiment, the 47th foot,; the 26th of April, 1815, and 
Lieutenant-general the 4th of June, 1813. He was formerly 
Lieutenant-Govemor of Edinburgh ; and on the death of Major- 
General Le Marchant, he was appointed Governor of the Ri>yal 
Military College, from which he exchanged to his previous 
si^ation, the Lieutenant-Gotemment of Edinburgh Castle, the 
igthof August, 18 19. 

Sir Alexander is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
Genend Officers; one of the Commissioners of the Royal 
Military College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. He is 
half-fara&er to the Earl of Hopetoun. 



187. LCEIITBNiiNT-G£NEKAL JOUN FbASER. 

Afpointkb lieutenant in the 73d foot the 29th of Septem- 
ber, 1778; and in 1779 embarked for foreign service, ^e 
served on board the Defence, under Sir George Rodney, which 
ship, in the general aetion of the l6th of January, 17B0, engaged 
and made prize the Spanish Admiral's ship, Phoenix, of superior 
^orce« He served at Gibraltar in 1780, 1, and 2, during the 
siege o( that fortress ; and having received two severe wounds, 
(one by a s(rfinter of the parapet of Montague Bastion, the 
other by a cannon shot, which carried off his right legO it be- 
came necessary for him to return to Britain. The 25th of 
April, 17d3, be obtained a company in the 76th; the 1st of 
March, 1794, the rank of Major; the 28th of August, 1794, 
Lieittenant-Colotiel ; and the 1st of September, 1795/ the Lieu- 
tenant-Colbnelcy of the royal garrison battalion. He served at 
Gibraltar from 1796 to 1798, inclusive, and during part of that 
period acted as Judge Advocate and Civil Judge. The 1st of 



J«ntta]7» ,1,8Q0^ be r^ceifRpd the brevet of Colooel ; tiad tte fit A 
of August followid9:bet=v^^ 4ppwit«d to -eMiatiaQd the lete 
RojaLYock RftDgeM^ at tbatv^Aod the Attkem corpa^ iviib 
^hich he proceeded: to Goree: he^ommaDded on the coaelof 
Afri^4 from 1801 to X804. In the latter jetr. Jie wii» ftttaeked 
hy a very superior force^ and after fnaiatciinyDg tbe coaleat liU 
the eoemj's Dumber in kiUed exceeded tte British force at the 
commenceipent. of the action, be vffun obliged, to eapitulaie. 
On being exchangedi be w^s appointed to oommand an espe- 
dition against Senegal^ but which never tsailed;. The S5tb of' 
Ji]^, 1808, he received the rank of Mi^or-General. He wae 
eqiplojed in Guernsey as Brigadier and .M^or-General from 
the $5th of April, 1806, to the 2^ of July, IdOQ^ when he 
yiras placed on the Staff at Gibraltar. He commanded tfal^ 
garrison until the arrival of Major-General Campbell. He was 
then employed to treat for the admbsion o( British troops into 
Ceuta, find he commanded them in that garrison until 18 Id, 
when he returned to England on his promption^the 4th of June, 
to the rank of Lieutenant-General. He is a membar of the 
(consolidated Board of Geperal Officers. 

188. Lieutenant-Genehal PiiTEE Heron. 

This officer commenced his militaiy career us an Ensign in 
the 1 1th foot, the 14th of April, 1790, and in which he obtained 
a Lieutenancy the 2d of September^ 1 793. The ] Stb of Feb^ 
ruary, 1794, he received a company in the 90th ; the If th of 
September, 1794, a Majority ; and the dSth of October, 1794, 
n Lieutenant^Colonelcy in the same regiment. The l8t<^Ja> 
nuary,.1800, he received the brevet of Colonel;' the fi5th of 
July^ 1804, that of Brigadier-General ; and the 25tb of April, 
1608, that of Major-General, and that of Lieulenant-General 
the'4tb of June, 1613. 

This officer*s service abroad has been at GibralUir and is 
Sicily.' Reserved in the latter country in 1812. - 

i89< Lieutenant-Genekal Thomas Peter. 

APPOINTED Ensign 26th foot the idtbof Mafdh, 1775; 
•Lieutenant in (be ti4th, the l6th of June, 1776; ^ajnd Captain 



«M«k>t«ile fitst of Miixfi;^.lV78i ""SrMhrtfd ill esicb ($f ^^ 
«b0vtt Mto4if AoMHrtea'; 'WasiSt dfe bloiclMide toiP ^BosW, the 
fettttlei of Bfooklyii and Braiiicl7wifie;*actioiis'of M^otranV 
pas8j Fort WashiBgtoD, and Edgefailt; tde siege of Cbarleslown, 
and bank of Guilford. The I5th of Jaotiai^^ 1794, h^ was 
appoiDted Mqor. in the kte 93rd foot ; the Ist of September, 
1794^ lieutenatit-Cblonel ; tbe SI5th of Februai^, 11195, he wai 
mBOTod to the fid foot ; and Che 1st of September, 1795, to the 
Mni foot. Tbe Ist of January, 1800, he received the rank of 
Colonel; die l6th of Julj, .1805, tbe Cotonelcy of the late 
Camltan faodbles, and served with that regnnent in tbe West 
ladies. -He waa appointed Major-General the fi5th of April, 
1808, and placed on the Staff in Ireland, and* sobseqnently re^^ 
moved 4o dmt of North Britain. The 4lh of June, 1813, he 
received the rank of Lientenant-General. 

190. LiBUTBKAIIT-GBNfiRAL JorHN BaMSAT. 

This officer was a Captain and Deutenaitt-Colonef in the 
Srd guards the 1 6th of September, 1794; Colonel in the army 
the 1st of January, 1800; Colonel-Commandant of the late 
Chasseurs firitanniques the 10th of February, 1805; Major- 
Gefleral tbe SSth of April, 1808 ; and lieutenant^Geneml the 
4th of June, 1815. He served in Flanders. 

* 

J91. Lieutbnamt-Genkbai* 
Sib 'John Delves Broughton, Babt. 

This officer was Lieutenants-Colonel in the late 106th foot, 
receiving fuir pay, the 18th of September, 1794; Colonel in 
the army the 1st of January, ] 800; Major-General the 25tK of 
April> 1808; and Lieutenant-General the 4th of June, IS 13. 

. ' ■ - ; ' • • • * r 

192, Lieutenantj^jenebal Wii4X.iam:Dyott» 

Ai^POTK^ED Ensign in the 4th foot 'the r4th of March, 
1781 ; Lieutenant theQth of May, 1782 ;' Adjutant, February 
1785 ; and served six years in North America. In April 1793, 
he Feceived> a company- in the 4th foot, and in June was ap- 
pointed Brigade-Major, imder Major-General Hotham al 






Plymcmdl* The IfliK 0f lA^, . 179*, be reeaved Uie Mi^ wty 
of the 103rd fool/ which coi'ipshft awipted m r«i«og aod fattt* 
)^g ; and the LieuleiiMiltGokiacicj die J 8tb of February ; m 
yi^li 179§».Brigede-M«jcf;io the Weat^jrit Siatrict. 
. Lieutenaitt-Col^ael Dy<Ht^ iatcottaequence of the; aeii of the 
IQSrd beiiig draftipdy exchi^^ in Septiniher, 17d& tnta the 
£8ih ; and tl^e \ lUi of November into the 95th foot IrCkj^ .tb« 
Iilttei: regimeot be aerved in ibe West lodi^ the ca0i|pa9i of 
1796, ^%t iu conckisioit r«ti|nied to Sogbiiid.. In 1799 be 
was ^pointed Astfistant-AdjUtanQt-Getieral to the Sondi West 
I>i4riet^ which situation be held tfll the Ut of Jmrnsarff. 1860, 
when hiB^ received the brevet of Colonel. In 1801 he' served hi 
^Q^pt until the surrender of Alexandria, when fae was JOcdi»ed 
to Gribndtar; in IgQl he. .was appointed Aidrde^Canip to the 
King; in' 1803 Brig^di^-Q^eral on die Windward Isbmd 
Slaff ; but .the destination of his regbnent being afterwards 
changed to Ireland^ he was removed as ftigadisr-Oeneral to 
the Staff of that country.; and in 1804, to. the Staff of filog^d. 
The £5th of April 1808^ he was appoint Major'^Genend ; and 
^1 Deoeml^r to the Staff of the army in.Spaui, inwbich.^tHih 
tlon he did not aerte owipg to the, return of Sir John Moore's 
army ; he was next placed on thfs Staff of. the exfitditi^ to 
Walcheren, and in October m^s sent hofie with dij|pat$l(^iby 
lieutenant-Genend Don. The 4& of June, 1813^ he recmed 
the rank of Lieuienuit-Genersl. ' ' 

.19Sf- Ll|£n.T&lCANT-GBNEKA^ 

Sir Rokalq Crawfubd Fbrouson. K.C.B..& M.P. 

. ♦ ■; 

This officer is descended froni a very smcient 'fiwai^ in 
Scotland. His father, the late William Fergu^n^ of Kaitb, in 
' Fifishire/ mvried Jane Ciawfurd, second daughter of Ronald 
CrawfnKd, of ^Restalrig, and sister to the late Couhtess of Dum- 
' fries. Mtgof-General Ferguson was the seCoifd son of this 
marriage; he was bom at £dinb^lgh, the 8lh of F<b|ri|ary^ 
1773. . 

At the early age of seventeen he entered the army, a»jan En- 
sign, in the 59d r^^inent of foot, and the following year, 1791 • 
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afterwards to march ta their left, as soon as 1 had intelligence 
from other quarters to prove that* the enemj's' movements upon 
Charleroi was the ^eal attack. . » .» , , , 

" The enehiy drove the Prussian posts from the Sambre pii 
that day, and General Ziethen^ who commanded the cbrps which * 
had been at' Charleroi^ retired upon Fl&urus ; and' Marshal 
Prince Blucher* concentrated the Prussian army at Sombref, 
holding the villages in front of his position of St. Amaild Vind 
Ligny. 

*^ The enemy continued his march along from Charleroi to- 
wards Brussels, and on the same evening, the 15th, attacked 
a brigade of the army of the Netherlands, under the Prince de 
Weimar, posted at Frastie, and forced it back to the farni- 
house on the same road; called Les Quatre Bras. 

" The Prince of Orange immediately reinforced the brigade 
with another of the same division, under General Perponcher, 
and in the tnorning early regained paft of the ground which 
had been lost, so as to have the command of the communica- 
tion leading from Nivelles and Bruxelles, with Marshal Blu« 
cher's position. 
*' In the mean time I directed the whole army to march upon 

Les Quatre Bras, and the 5th division, under Lieutenant-Ge- 

* 

neral Sir Thonias Picton, arrived at about half- past two in the 
day, foUofwed by the corps of,4roops under the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, and afterwards by the contingent of Nassau. 

" At this time the enemy commenced fin attack upim Prince 
Blucher with his wholeiorce, excepting the 1st and 2d corps, 
and a corps of cavalry under General Kellerman, with which 
he attacked our post at Les Quatre Bras. 

^' The Prussian army maintained their position with their 
usual gallantry and perseverance, against a great disparity of 
numbers, as the 4th corps of their army, under General Bulow, 
had not joined, and I was not able to assist them as I wished^ 
as I was attacked myself, and the troops, the cavalry in parti- 
cular, which had a long distance to march, had not arrived. 

" We maintained our position also, and completely defeated 
and repulsed all the enemy^'s attempts to get possession of it. 
The enemy repeatedly attacked us with a large body of infantry 
R.M.CaL I. R 
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and catalrji supported by ti numerovs and powerful arttUery ; 
he made several charges with the cavalry^ upon our infiantry^ 
but ail were repulsed in the steadiest manner. In this affair 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, and Major* 
General Sir James Kempt, and Sir Dennis Pack, who were 
engaged from the commencement of the enemy's attack, highly 
distinguished themselves, as well as Lieutenant-General Charles 
Baron Alten, Major-General Sir C. Halket, Lieutenant- 
Genera] Cooke, and Major-Generals Maitland and Byug, as 
they successively arrived. The troops of the «5th division, and 
those of the Brunswick corps, were long and severely engaged, 
and conducted themselves with the utmost gallantry. I must 
particularly mention the 28th, 42d, 79th, and 9^ regiments, 
and the battalion of Hanoverians. 

'' Our loss was greats as your Lordship will perceive by the 
inclosed return ; and I have particularly to regret his Serene 
Highness the Duke of Brunswick, who fell, fighting gallantly 
at the head of his troops. 

'^ Although Marshal Blucher had maintained his position at 
Sombref, he still found himself much weakened by the severity 
of the contest in which he had been engaged, and as the fourth 
corps had not arrived, he determined to fall back, and concen- 
trate his army upon Wavre, and be marched in the night after 
the action was over. 

'^ This" movement of the Marshal's rendered necessary a 
corresponding one on my part ; and I retired from the farm 
of Quatre Bras upon Genappe, and thence upon Waterloo the 
next morning, the l7th, at 10 o'clock. 

'' Th^ enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal Blucher. 
On.the contrary, a patrole which I sent to Sombref in the morn- 
ing found all quiet, and the enemy's videttes fell back as the 
patrole advanced. Neither did he attempt to molest our march 
to the rear, although made in the middle of the day, excepting 
by following, with a large body of cavalry, brought from his 
right, the cavaliy under the Earl of Uxbridge. 

*' This gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of chaining them 
with the Ist Life Guards, upon their debonche from the village 
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of'Genappe, upon which occasion his Lordship has declared 
himself to be well satisfied with that regiment. 

'' The position which I took up in front of Waterloo crossed 
the high roads from Charleroi and Nivelles^ and had its right 
thrown back to a ravine near Merke Braine^ which was occu- 
pied, and its left extended to a height above the hamlet Ter la 
Haye, which wa^ likewise occupied. In front of the right 
centre and near the Nivelle road, we occupied the house and 
garden of Hougoumont, which covered the return of that flank : 
and in front of the left centre, we occupied the farm of La 
Haye Sainte. By our left we communicated with Marshal 
Prince Blucher, at Wavre through Ohaim; and the Marshal 
had promised me, that in case we should be attacked, he would 
support me with one or more corps, as might be necessary. 

** I'he enemy collected his army, with the exception of th« 
third corps, which had been sent to observe Marshal Blucher, 
on a range of heights in our front, in the course of the night of 
the 17th and yesterday morning, and at about 10 o'clock h« 
commenced a furious attack upon our post at Hougoumont. 
I had occupied that post with a detachment from General 
Byng's brigade of guards, which was in position in its rear ; and 
it was for some time under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Macdonald, and afterwards of Colonel Home ; and I am happv 
to add, that it was maintaiqed throughout the day with th« 
utmost gallantry by these brave troops, notwithstanding th« 
repeated efforts of large bodies of the enemy to obtain possession 
of it. 

*' This attack upon the right of our centre was accompanied 
by a very heavy cannonade upon our whole line, which was 
destined to support the repeated attacks of cavalry and inlantry 
occasionally mixed, but sometimes separate, which were made 
upon it. In one of these the enemy carried the iarm-house of 
La Haye Sainte, as the detachment of the light battalion of 
the legion which occupied Jt had expended all its ammunition, 
and the enemy occupied the only communication there was 
with them. 

. " The en^my repeatedly charged our infantry with his ca- 
valry, but these attacks were uniformly unsuccessful, and they 
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afforded opportunities to our cavalry to charge^ in dne of which 
Lord £. Somerset's brigade^ consisting of the life-guards, royal 
hprse-guards, and 1 st dragoon-guards^ highly distinguished them- 
selves^ as did that of Major-General Sir W, Ponsonby, having 
taken many prisoners and an eagle. 

'' These attacks were repeated till about seven in the evening, 
when the enemy made a desperate effort with the cavalry and 
inrfantry, supported by the fire of artillery, to force our left centre 
near t)ie farm of La Haye Sainte, which, after a severe contest, 
was defeated, and having observed that the troops retired 
from the attack in great confusion, and that the march of Ge- 
neral Bulow's corps by Frichermont upon Planchenoit and 
La Belle Alliance, had begun to take effect, and as Blucher 
had joined in person, with a corps of his army to the left of 
our line hy Ohaim, I determined to attack the enemy, and im- 
mediately advanced the whole line of infantry, supported by 
the cavalry and artillery .-^The attack succeeded in every point 
the enemy was forced from his position on the heights and fled 
in the utmost confusion, leaving behind him, as far as I could 
judge, 150 pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, which fell 
into our hands. I continued the pursuit till long after dark, 
and then discontinued it only on account of the fatigue of our 
troops, who had been engaged during twelve hours, and because 
J found myself on the same road with Marshal Blucher, who 
assured me of his intention to follow the enemy throughout 
the night ;' he has sent me word this morning that he had taken 
sixty pieces of cannon belonging to the Imperial guard, and 
several carriages, baggage, 8cc. belonging to Buonaparte, in 
Genappe. 

*^ I promised to move this morning upoii Nivdles, and not 
to discontinue my operations. 

** Your Lordship will observe, that such a desperate action 
could not b^ fought, and such advantages could not he gained, 
without great loss ; and I am sorry to add, ours has been im- 
mense. In Lieu tenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, ^his 
Majesty has sustained the loss of an officer who has frequency 
distinguished himself in his service, and he fell, gloriously leading 
his division to a ..charge with bayonets, by which one of the 
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most serious attacks made by the enemy on our position, was 
defeated. The Earl of Uxbridge, after having successfully got 
through this arduous day, received a wound, by almost the last 
shot fired, which will, I am afraid, deprive his Majesty for some 
time of his services. 

** His Royal Highness the Prince of Orange distinguished 
himself by his gallantry and conduct till he received a wound 
from a musket ball through the shoulder, which obliged him to 
quit the field. 

'' It gives me the greatest satisfaction to assure your Lord- 
ship, that the army never upon any occasion conducted itself 
better. The 4ivision of guards, under Lieutenant-General 
Cooke, who is severely wounded, Major-General Maitland and 
Major-General Byng, set an example which was followed by 
all; and there is no officer, nor description of troops, that did 
not behave well. 

'' I must, however, particularly mention, for his Royal High* 
ness's approbation, Lieutenant-General Sir H. Ciuiton, Major- 
General Adam, Lieutenant*GeneraI Charles Baron Alten, se- 
verely wounded ; Major-General Sir Colin Halket, severely 
wounded; Colonel Ompteda, Colonel Mitchell, commanding 
a brigade of the fourth division; Major-General Sir James 
Kempt, and Sir Dennis Pack, Major-General Lambert, Majom 
General Lord E. Somerset, Major-General Sir W. Ponsonby, 
Major-General Sir C. Grant, and Major-General Sir H. Vivian; 
Major-General Sir O. Vandeleur ; Major-General Count Dorn- 
berg. I am also particularly indebted to General Lord Hill for 
his assistance and conduct upon this as upon all former 
occasions. 

^' The artillery and engineer departments were conducted 
much* to my satisfaction by Colonel Sir G. Wood and Colonel 
Smyth ; and I had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct 
of the Adjutant-General Major-General Barnes, who was 
wounded, and of the Quarter-Master-General Colonel Delancey, 
who was killed by a cannon-shot in the middle of the action. 
This officer is a serious loss to his Majesty's service and to me 
at this moment. 1 ,was likewise much indebted to the assist- 
ance of Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who was 
severely wounded^ and of the officers composing my personal 
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staff, who have suffered severely in this action. Lieutenant- 
Coloael the Honourable Sir Alexander GordoDi who has died 
of his woondsy was a most promising officer, .and is a serious 
loss to his Majesty's service. 

'' General Kruse, of the N^assau service, likewise conducted 
himself to my satisfaction, as did General Tripp, commanding 
the heavy brigade of cavalry, and General Vanhope, com- 
manding a brigade of infantry of the king of the Netherlands. 

" General Pozzo di Borgo, General Baron Vincent, General 
Muffling, and General Aiava, were in the field during the ac* 
tion, and rendered me every assistance in their power. Baron 
Vincent is wounded, but I hope not severely; and General 
Pozzo di Borgo received a contusion. 

'^ I should not do justice to my feelings or to Marshal Blu- 
cher and the Prussian army, if I did not attribute the successful 
result of this arduous day, to the cordial and timely assistance 
I received from them. 

** The operation of General Bulow, upon the enemy's flank, 
^als most decisive ; and even if I had not found myself in a 
situation to make the attack, which produced the final result, 
it would have forced the enemy to retire, if his attacks should 
have failed, and would have prevented him .from taking advan- 
tage of them, if they should unfortunately have succeeded. 

*' 1 send, with this dispatch, two eagles, taken by the troops 
in this action, which Major Percy will have the honour of. 
faying at the feet of his Royal Highness. 

'' I beg leave to recommend him to your * Lordship's protec- 
tion. 

'^ 1 have the honour, fcc. 

(Signed) '' WELLINGTON.'' 

'* P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a report that 
Major-General Sir William Ponsonby is killed^ and, in an- 
nouncing this intelligence to your Lordship, I have to add the 
expression of my grief, for the fate of an officer, who had already 
rendered very brilliant and important services, and was an orna- 
ment to bis profession. 



THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND. 263 

'^ 2nd P.S. I have not yet got the return of killed and wound- 
ed, but I enclose a list of officers killed and wounded on the 
twodajs, as far as the same can be made out without the 
returns ; and I am very happy to add that Colonel Delancey is 
not dead, and that strong hopes of his recovering are enter- 
tained. 

** My Lord, " Brussels, June 19i 1815. 

'' I have to inform your Lordship, in addition to my dispatch 
of this morning, that we have already got here 5000 prisoners 
taken in the action of yesterday, and that there are 2000 more 
coming in to-morrow : there will probably be many mote. 
Among the prisoners are the Count Lobau, who commanded 
the 5th corpjs, and General Cambrone, who commanded a divi- 
sion of the guards. I propose to send the whole to Eogland by 
Osiead. ** I have the honor to be^ &c. 

" Wbllincton." 
*' Earl Badiurst, &€." 



4. Field Marshal His Royal Hjohness Ebnest, 
dvkb of cumbbbland, k.g., g.c.b. 

His Royal Highness commenced his military life in the Han- 
overian service, under the particular superintendance of Lieute- 
nant-General the Baron Sir Charles Linsingen, and served part 
of the campaign in Flanders.— -He entered the British Army as 
Ldeutenant-General the 18th of May 1798 : was appointed 
Colonel of the 15th Light Dragoons 28th of March 1801: 
General in the army, the 25th of September 1803 : and Field 
Marshal the 26th of November 1813. 

In 18 19 His Royal Highness received from the Emperor of 
Russia the order of St. Andrew. 
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5. Field Marshal His Royal H^ighness Adolphus 
Frederick^ Duke of Cambridge; E.G., G.C.B. 

In 1793 the Duke of Cambridge was appointed Colonel in 
the Hanoverian army ; His Royal Highness served as a volunteer, 
under the Duke of York, the early part of the campaign of 
1 793 in Flanders, and during the latter part of that campaign 
with Marshal Freytag. On the retreat of the corps of observa- 
tion under the Marshal in September 1793, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge received two wounds, and was taken prisoner near Rex- 
poode, but soon after rescued by the Hanoverians. 

At the close of 1793, the Duke of Cambridge was appointed 
Colonel of the Hanoverian guards ; His Royal Highness served 
the campaign of 1794 and part of 179^i as Colonel and Major- 
General in General Watmoden's corps, and bore an active 'share 
in the various operations of that arduous campaign. His zeal, 
attention, and gallantry were always conspicuous, while his affa- 
bility and excellent character and conduct secured to him the 
respect and affection of all who approached him. In 1798, His 
Royal Highness was appointed Lieutenant-General in the 
Hanoverian service : in 1803 he returned to England, and re- 
ceived his commission as Lieutenant-General in the British army, 
which was subsequently antedated to the 4th of August 1798. 
The 2oth of September 1803, he also received his commission 
as General, and the 1 7th of November was appointed Colpnel 
in Chief of the king's Germ an. Legion, which excellent corps 
was established, formed, and kept up under His Royal High- 
ness's superintendance and direction. 

In 1804 the Duke of Cambridge was appointed to command 
the Home District^ and the 5th of September 1805, Colonel of 
the Coldstream guards. On th^ 26th of November 1813, His 
Royal Highness received the rank of Field Marshal ; at the same 
period ht was appointed to command in the Electorate of Hanover^ 
where he is still employed and unremittingly engaged in directing 
and forwarding any measure, which may be conducive to the estab- 
lishment of a respectable military force ; and the restoration of 
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his Majesty's German dominions to that state of prosperity and 
comfort^ which had during many years been so fatally interrupt- 
ed by the tyranny of Buonaparte, to whose overwhelming power 
it bad been forced to yield in common with the rest of Germany. 

His Royal Highness has been a warm supporter of the mili- 
tary fund established at Hanover, having for its object a provi- 
sion for superannuated or disabled officers, and widows : it has 
been greatly improved and augmented by the Duke of Cam* 
bridge's attention and liberality. 

In compliment to the King's German Legion, a corps which 
constantly distinguished itself throughout the war, which was of 
the greatest support and importance throughout the campaigns 
in the Peninsula, and whose bravery and excellent conduct at the 
Battle of Waterloo, could not be surpassed by troops of any 
nation, it is proper to record under the head of its illustrious 
Colonel's services the order issued bj His Royal H^hness on its 
disbandment. 

"Head-quarters, Hanover, 1st February, 1816. 

*^ His Royal Highness Field Marshal the Duke of Cambridge 
has the pleasure to communicate to the Royal German Legion, 
before its dissolution, the following letter from his Royal High- 
ness the Commander-in-Chief: — 

" Sir, '* Horse Guards, December 21st, 1815. 

'' His Majesty's government has announced to me, that the 
Royal German Legion will immediately pass from the British 
into the Hanoverian service ; and I cannot see this distinguished 
corps go from under my command, without expressing to 
your Royal Highness, as its late General, the satisfaction and 
esteem with which I have been constantly filled by its good con- 
duct. 

** In the various services which the British army has perform- 
ed in the course of the last most active war,^the Royal German 
Legion has amply contributed its share. It jparticipates in thie 
deeds which have shed the brighest lustre over the British army> 
and has a just claim to share the glory with which they have been 
crowned. 



^66 afield jUariijbdl^. 

'^ And if before the enemy in the field the bravery of the 
officers and soldiers of the Royal German Legion has been 
conspicuous, so have its discipline and its good conduct, when 
ever it has been stationed in Great Britain, or in its possessions, 
acquired it no less claims to my warmest gratitude and the 
thanks of the country. 

'^ I beg your Royal Highness to communicate these my senti- 
ments to every officer and soldier of the Royal German Legion, 
and to assure them, that whatever may be their future destination, 
they will be everywhere attended, individually and collectively^ 
by my most sincere esteem, and my most earnest wishes for 
their honor and happiness'. « 

" I am. Sir, your Royal Highness's 

most affectionate Brother, 

(Signed) *' Feederick, Commander-in-Chief.'^ 

" To Field-Marshal 
The Duke of Cambridge, &,c. &c. &c." 

*' Unable as the Duke of Cambridge feels himself to add any 
llamg to heighten this most honourable testimony borne by the 
Commander-in-Chief to the merit and services of the Royal 
Geiman I^egion, yet his Royal Highness cannot part from this 
corps, without joining his assurances of unalterable esteem. 

'^ In taking a retrospective view of the various events in which 
the Legion has had the good fortune to bear a part, during the 
busy period of its service as a British corps, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge constantly remembers with the most agreeable feelings 
th.e numerous occasions in which its valour and discipline have 
acquired the praises of the General under whose command it 
acted ; still less can its Colonel forget how it has been distin- 
guished by the thanks of the Sovereign and Parliament of Great 
Britain. 

^^ His Royal Highness cannot refrain from calling to mind in 
particular, those trying and ever memorable campaigns which 
ihe Legion made in the Peninsula, as a part of the British 
army: — ^in the .fiel<jls of Salamanca and Vittoria, which have 
immortalized the united efforts of British and German valour, the 
Legion laid the unperishable foundation of a glory on which 
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their country and the world will lonjg look with grateful admira- 
tioo. 

** The battle of Waterloo alone was able to throw additioiial 
splendour on deeds of glory like these. I was sure that, animat- 
ed by the presence of the Commander vvho had so often led 
them to victory, the Royal German Legion would heroically 
maintain the glory it had acquired, and powerfully support the 
cause of its Sovereign and of Europe. 

'^ Though the Duke of Cambridge cannot see without regret 
the dissolution of a corps on whose formation and command he 
will always reflect with peculiar pleasure, this feeling is however 
softened, since he, as its Colonel, sees it return victorious to its 
country, rewarded by the praises of its Sovereign, and adorned 
with honourable distinctions for valour and good conduct. 

'' His Royal Highness would, however, consider this Gene<^ 
ral Order as defective if it did not contain in his name, and in 
that of the officers and soldiers of the German Legion, an ex- 
pression of the gratitude and respect which the good treatment 
it has received from the British government must have inspired 
in them. 

** As they have shared in all the advantages as well as ui the 
glory of British soldiers, the Duke of Cambridge is ctmvinced 
that they will long reflect with pride and satis&ction on their 
services in the cause of a nation whose conduct towards theni 
has been equally distinguished by justice and liberality. 

'^ Rewarded by the blessing of peace (to the re-estaUishm^nt 
of which the Licgion has so greatly contributed), enjoying the con- 
sciousness of having faithfully served its Sovereign and its coun- 
try, its Colonel congratulates it on the glorious and happy result 
of its exertions, and bids it a last farewell. 

'' The Duke of Cambridge at the same time, assures the 
oflkers and soldiers of the warmest interest which he shall 
always feel in their happiness and prosperity. 

''By order of his Royal Highness Field 
Marshal the Duke of Cambridge, 

(Signed) ''James Henry Reynel," 
" Lieutenant-Colonel and Military Secretary." 
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6. Field Marshal His Royal Highness William 
Frederick^ Duke of Gloucester, K.G., G.C. B. 

The first commission of the Duke of Gloucester was that of 
Captain in the first regiment of foot guards, with the rank of 
Colonel, anddated the 1 1th of March 1789. 

In March 1794, His Royal Highness, then Pnnce William, 
went to Flanders to join his company in the 1st hattdion, and 
on the l6th April was appointed to the command of a brigade, 
consisting of the 14th, 37th, and 53d regiments of the line. 
On the 17th he was employed in the column under Sir William 
Erskine, who ordered His Royal Highness to attack the village 
of Fremont, and the wood on its left, in which he succeeded, 
and received the General's thanks on the field. His Royal 
Highness was immediately afiterwairds appointed to the command 
of the 115th regiment, (Sd of May 1794) and had a letter of 
service as Colonel upon the Stafi^, (21st of February 1794) and 
to do the duty of a General OfiScer in the army, in which quality 
he served the whole of that campaign. The 26th February 1 795,. 
the Duke of Gloucester received the rank of Major-General ;. 
and the 8th of November 1795, His Royal Highness was 
appointed Colonel of the 6th regiment of foot. 

Whilst Major-General^ he was appointed in 1799 to the 
command of a brigade, comprising two battalions of the 5tb, 
and two of the 35th regiment, forming a part of the Duke of 
York's army, in the expedition to the Helder. 

On Thursday the 19th of September, this brigade was 
attached to the column commanded by lieutenant-General-' 
David Dundas. In the course of the morning the whole of it 
was, by degrees, detached, excepting the 1st battalion of the 35th, 
with which, only 600 strong. His Royal Highness was called 
upon to support the Russians. Finding that Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Hermann was made prisoner, and Lieutenant-General Ger- 
ebzoff killed, and that the command bad, consequently, devolved 
upon himself^ His Royal Highness determined to attack the 
village of Schorel^ from which he found Major-General Man- 
ners!s brigade (two battalions of the 9th and one of the 56th 
regiments) was retreating, closely pursued by the enemy in 
great force. 
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Prince William, covering the Major-General's retreat^ ordered 
bim to form iu his rear, and with this reinforcement to his own 
single battalion, His Royal Highness advanced to the projected 
attack, carried the village, the wood skirting it, and, pursuing 
the enemy up the sand-hills, drove him back upon Bergen. 

Hie rest of the army having been ordered to fall back. His 
Royal Highness made his retreat good, bringing off his guns, 
ammunition, and wounded men, in the face of the enemy. 
Prince William, on the 24th, relieved the reserve, occupying 
the advanced posts of the army upon the left, and having a 
detachment of about 150 of the 18th light dragoons under the 
Honourable Lieutenant- Colonel Charles, now Lord, Stewart, from 
that period added to his command. His Royal Highness fixed 
bis head quarters at Winckei, having his left to the Zuyder-Zee» 
and his right to Riendorper Verlaat. His Royal Highness on 
the 4th o| October, made a rapid advance to Schermerhom 
General Daendels having retired to Purmerent with the main 
Dutch army, 8000 strong, abandoning three guns, which were 
consequently taken by His Royal Highness's brigade. 

On the 6th of October His Royal Highness received orders 
to retreat, and falling back, under very critical circumstances, 
took up his former position, in which, having one howitzer, two 
six-pounders, and a force in the whole amounting to 1050 men, 
be was attacked by Generals Dumonceau and Daendels, with a 
force (as stated by the latter General) consisting of 15 j)ieces of 
artillery, and 6OOO men. General Dumonceau, supporting 
General Bonhomme, who personally (about eleven a. m,\ led 
on at least 4 battalions to force the Verlaat, was repalsed with 
a loss of 13 prisoners, and 100 rank and file killed and wounded, 
by 6 companies of the 2d battalion S5tti, under Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Massey, directed by His Royal Highness, drawn up in some 
fields to the right of the bridge, and about one o'clock, towards 
the close of the action, supported by a single six-pounder, 
detached from Winckel. At this moment, General Daendels, 
with not less than 5000 men, advanced against His Royal 
Highness's left, towards a small work constructed in front of 
Winckel, upon the Dyke, which had been cut across to the 
depth of 9 feet, magnified by the enemy, in his subsequent 
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report, to 19- His Royal Highness had scarcely 600 men to 
oppose to this corps^ and being ordered to retire, effected his 
retreat without the loss of a single man ; carrying off his guns, 
ammunition, baggage, cattle, &c. 

The 13th of November 1799 His Royal Highness received 
the n^k of Lieutenant-General, and the 25th of April 1808, 
that of General; the 26th of May 1806, he was appointed to 
the Colonelcy of the 3d foot guards; and the 24th of May 1816 
Field Marshal. 

7. Field Marshal His Royal Highness Leopold 
George Christian Frederick, Duke of Sax- 
ony, Prince of Saxe-Coburg Saalfeld, K. G.^ 
G.G.B. 

His Royal Highness entered the Russian Service in 1803, 
and in 1808 attended the Emperor to the interview with Na-* 
poleon at Erfurt. In 1810, fiuonaparte having ascertained 
that supplies of arms had been sent from Coburg to Bohe* 
mia, demanded that Prince Leopold should quit the Russian 
service, and his Brother^ Prince Ferdinand, the Austrian ser- 
vice. Prince Leopold immediately proceeded to Paris to 
remonstrate on the subject, vihen be was assured in case of his 
refusal to comply. Napoleon would take the possessions of the 
House of Coburg from his eldest brother the reigning Diike. 
The Prince was consequently obliged to sacrifice his military 
prospects to the welfare of his family : — he quitted the Russian 
service, but, by permission of the Emperor, tacitly retained his 
military rank, Major-General^ till such time as he might pub- 
licly resume it..^ 

Froni this {iSi*iod Prince Leopold devoted himself to tli« 
affairs of his house, and to the study of the arts and sciences. 
In 1811 he negotiated with the Crown of Bavaria, at Munich, 
a frontier arrangement of considerable importance to the prin- 
cipality of Coburg, and likewise, under the then existing circuni* 
stances, to the whole south of Saxony — a business which, from 
the complicated interests that it involved, was attended with 
infinite difficulty. The diplomatic talents of His Royal 
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Highness^ howeyer, at length succeeded in adjusting tbe difFer- 
ences by the conclusion of a convention with Bavaria. 

Towards the close of 1811, in consequence of the state of 
afiairs on the continent at that time. Prince Leopold again 
tendered his services to the Emperor of Russia. Alexander, appre^ 
hensive that a premature step might endanger his. family, 
begged to defer the fulfilment of his wish to a more seasonable 
time. The Prince having thus failed in the object upon which 
he was exclusively bent, in order to withdraw himself from the 
observation of the French Government, set out at the begin- 
ning of 1812 on a distant tour, and travelled to Vienna, Italy, 
and Switzerland. 

At the commencement of 1813 the three brothers of the 
house of Coburg exerted themselves, as far as their situation 
permitted, to prepare the emancipation of Germany. Such 
were the zeal and the openness of their proceedings, that the 
French Government, incensed in the highest degree, *only 
waited for the moment of a favourable turn in the political state 
of affairs,, to wreak its utmost vengeance. In despite of its 
rage, however, the reigning duke, Ernest, repaired to Berlin, 
where he had no inconsiderable influence upon the personal re- 
solutions of the King, in consequence of which he sent his 
brother Ferdinand to Vienna. Prince Leopold went to 
Munich to pave the way for happy changes, and in February pro- 
ceeded to Poland to the Emperor of Russia, who received him 
with cordial friendship. Here be communicated to Field Mar* 
shal Kutusoff much important information respecting the state of 
afiairs in Germany, and the condition of the French army, and 
thus acquired the honor of being the first Prii.ce of the then- 
existing confederation of the Rhine, who openly declared 
against France. 

The allied army now marched from Poland to Silesia and 
Saxony. On the 2d of May Prince Leopold was in the battle 
of Lutzen, and the following day with the Russian cavalry 
formed part of the rear-guard. The Prince was afterwards sent 
in forced marches towards the Elbe, to the support of the 
Prussian General Kleist ; but his destination was changed, and he 
retired to Lusatia. 
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On the 19th of Maj the Prioce marched to the support of 
General Barclay de Tollj, but wa^recalled to, assist on tlie 
20th and Slst in the battle of Bautxen. In this engagement 
he was employed in supporting the Hne on various points, and 
« ipi the evening of the second day^ he covered the retreat, amidst 
the hottest fire, ^fter this battle he retired to Silesia with the 
corps of cavalry to which he was attached> 

During the armistice and the negotiations at Prague, Prince 
Leopold repaired, with the consent of the Emperor of Russia^ 
to that city, and was the. only stranger who was there admitted ta 
several interviews with the Emperor Francis. 

On the expiration of the armistice, the Prince prckieeded 
with the army to Bohemia, and thence to the frontiers of 
Saxony. 

The main force of the allies was already before Dresden,, 
while the cavalry reserve was engaged in the more difficult 
march across the mountains. On the £6th of August^ General 
Vandamme briskly attacked the corps posted near the fortress 
of Konigstein to cover the rear of the grand army, and the prin* 
cipal communications with Bohemia, and commanded by 
Prince Eugene of Wirtemburg. This General urgently solicited 
a reinforcement of cavalry to enable him to maintain his highly 
important position against a very superior enemy ; and about 
noon. Prince Leopold was in consequence detached with bis 
cuirassiers to his assistance. Scarcely had the Prince joined 
the corps when the enemy conunenced the attack. The ia- 
fantry, on account of its weakness, was posted on the wings^ 
and supported by two villages, while Prince Leopold and his 
cavalry formed the centre. This precarious position Prince 
Leopold maintained during a contest of five hours, agaiost a foe 
three or four times as numerous, and after the two wings of the 
eorps were almost completely surrounded, with such unshaken 
intrepidity, that night came on before the eneipy had been able 
to gain any decisive advantage, or force the position* Prince 
' Eugene paid that tribute to the Prince, which he amply de* 
aerved ; for, by his firmness^ h^ had not only saved the whole 
corps, but rendered it impossible for General Vandamme to 
make an attack^ either in flank or rear, onv the main army of 
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the allies^ engaged oo the 27th of August, 'with the assault of 
I>resdeD, which would necessarily have been attended with the 
most disastrous consequences. 

On the 27th of August, the corps took a position on the. 
other side of Pima. As the importance of the action of the 
26th, and the possibility of a less fortunate result, was sensibly 
felt at the head-quarters, the first division of the Russian 
guards under General Yermoloff, and the regiment of Hussars 
of the guard, were sent to reinforce the corps at Pima. The 
whole was placed un/der the orders of Count Osterman, who 
gave to Prince Leopold the command of the cavalry of the 
combined corps. 

The enemy stormed Pima, and sought with his cavalry to 
extend himself upon the level ground near the Elbe, when 
Prince Leopold met and drove him back into the town, from 
which he did not again attempt to debouche; as the dreadful 
weather, which was one cause of the retreat of the grand army, 
prevented any thing more decisive than an incessant skir« 
mbhing. 

The same night Count Osterman's corps received informa- 
tion that the grand allied army was in full retreat to Bohemia, 
and that the road from Dresden along the Elbe was now open 
to the enemy. Thb corps was placed by this event in a very 
perilous situation ; for with its left wing on the Elbe, Dresden, 
whence the enemy was approaching in its rear, and its left 
wing on the main road to Bohemia, which was already occu- 
pied by the French, it had but one road left for its retreat, andT 
this was commanded by the fire of its adversary. 

Count Osterman now ordered Prince Leopold to proceed, 
if possible, with liis cavalry through the defile upon which 
the right wing was supported, and to occupy and maintain a 
plain near Great Cotta, which is traversed by the main road, 
to the woody range of mountains. Prince Leopold executed 
the movement with such rapidity, that the enemy had not time 
to occupy this plain in sufficient force : he drove him from it, and 
maintained his position there till the main body of the corps, 
with the infantry and all the artillery had effected its retreat. 
The enemy had meanwhile reached, by a shorter route, and oc- 
R.M.Cal. I. S 



cupied some of the heights and passes in the i|sotti]t9i(ip, .and 
thus almost intercepted the Prince and his cavalry ; Jb^with 
great difficulty he forced his way through, and on this oQcMon 
rescued many wounded of the infantry of the Russian gil^rdi 
M'bd had heroically stormed the passes. « . 

The position of Peters walde was the last that Count Qater* 
man's corps could take in the mountains, to afford time for the 
retreat of the main army ; and it was therefore successfully 
maintained, though not without considerable effort. Here the 
assembled Generals receited intelligence ^th^t the main army 
was stilL in the mountains, and that the grand head-quarters of 
the allies, were yet at Altenberg in Saxony. It was tbei:efQre 
determined to cover the road to Toplitz, in order to give the 
grand army as much time as possible for debouching. 

Oiv the 29th of August the troops were accordingly to have 
continued' their inarch at a Very early hour ; but before they 
could break up, the French cavalry, supported by a v^ry con- 
skfetabledi vision^ of infantry, attacked the village of Peier^wsMe. 
which w^ occupied, as the advanced guards qjf the line of en- 
t^Mftpment, with- inftintry, pushed forward through it, and was on 
the 'point of falling upon the columns that were a bout to march, 
whe^ Prince Leopold came up with his cavalry, and drove back 
the enemy into the defile. He then maintained the little plain 
near Peters walde till the infantry and artillery had retired to the 
position of N'ollendorff, and then caused bis cavalry to faH 
back en echelons. He was himself nearly taken with the last 
division, but he cut his way through, and rejoined the main body 
of thie^^'corps, wlpch, but for the successful attack of the Prince, 
' would pirdfafably h&ve been totally intercepted. Thk ^notion 
^'do'tnbYleds'gaVe rise to the folse report, in one of Nap^eonVbul- 
letins, subsequent to the affairs near Dresden, that Pri^ee Leo- 
pold had been made prisoner by the French. . • . ^ 
* Ootint Osterman's corps, though considerably dinjfnished, now 
proceeded in the best order down the declivity 6( the mountains 
into the plains of Bohemia. The left wii^g^y which was supported 
uponthe mountiiins, was formed by the infantry ; in the centre, 
through which mn the high road, w4s stationed the greatest part 
of the artillery ; and the right wing, composed of Prince Leo- 
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pold's cavalry^ occupied an 0{>en piking As the chief object was 
to gaintime^ every advantageous spof^C ground, which Ivas ca- 
pable of detaining the enemy ever so littfe, was defended with the 
utmost obstinacy. Prince Leopold^ therefore j manoeuvred with 
his cavalry en echiquier, and never withdrew td a new position^ 
which it was necessary to take every sixty or one hifnckred paces^ 
till the^ tirailleurs of the infantry had fallen back into thdMUff^ 
vals of his order of battle. The enemy, who renewed his 
attacks with increased impetuosity, made an extraordinai^y effort 
to force the last position of the corps, near the village of Prisen, 
with a tremendously superior artillery. The loss of this posi- 
tion would have rendered the retreat of the main allied army 
from the mountains in a great measure impracticable ; it was 
therefore imperatively necessary that it should be maintaiiled^W 
the very last. As the French General Corbineau was advancing 
to attack Prince Leopold with a corps of cavalry, at least three 
times as numerous, the Prince advanced to the rencontre and 
repulsed him. The French General, staggered by the intrepidity 
of his opponents, though so inferior in number, lost the decisive 
moment of victory ; and as the Prince received a considerable 
reinforcement of cavalry, and fresh troops continued to arrive 
from the mountains, he was enabled to maintain his position tilt 

night. 

On the morning of the SOth of August, before th6 conftict 
was renewed. Prince Leopold received on the field of battle 
from the Emperor of Russia, the Cross of Commander of the 
Military Ofder of St. George, for his conduct during the preced- 
ing days. 

Soon afterwards an attack commenced upon General Yan- 
damme's corps, which was surrounded by the allied army, now 
nearly concentrated. Prince Leopold, who was this day engaged 
upon the extreme wing, pursued the enemy to Peters walde, and did 
not rejoin the main army till night. The victory over General 
Vandanime was necessarily dependent on the operations of 
Count Osterman's corps; forbad this corps been broken on 
the £9th of August, the French would have been masters of all 
the deboucMs, by which alone the grand allied army could 
retreat to Bohemia; and the greatest part of the army, and the 
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vrhole of the artillery, which it would have been absolutely im- 
possible to carry off^ on account of the badness of the roads/ 
must infallibly have been lost« What incalculable disasters, mi- 
litary and political^ must have resulted from such an event, is 
sufficiently obvious to every reader. On the other hand the 
consequences of this victory were most importapt. 

General Vandamme was taken, together with almost all his 
Generals; nearly the whole of his infantry, consisting of fifty-two 
battalions, and all his artillery, amounting to nearly 100 pieces 
of cannon, whilst .but a small remnant of his corps, including the 
cavalry, effected its escape. 

The other allied sovereigns, as well as the Emperor Alexander, 
acknowledged with the greatest satisfaction the important part 
which Prince Leopold had contributed to the success of the 
operations between the £6th and SOth of August: and for his 
conduct during this interval he was afterwards presented v^idi 
the Austrian military Order of Maria Theresa. It should be 
here noticed that Prince Leopold has had several distinctions of 
this description conferred on him by the Sovereigns of Russia, 
Prussia, Bavaria, and other powers. 

In the beginning of October the allied ^army returned to Sax- 
ony. 

On the l6th of October, the first day of the battle of Leipzig, 
when the enemy had made a general, and not unsuccessful 
attack with cavalry, upon the centre of the main army posted 
near the villages of Magdeborn and Cossa, the honorable service 
of covering not only this important point but als6 the Russian 
batteries planted opposite to those of the French, was allotted 
to Prince Leopold, who on this occasion lost a great number of 
his men. On the 17th he continued in the same position, and 
had already received orders for the attack of the enemy's batteries, 
when it was deferred till the following day, on account of the 
non-arrival of several corps which were expected. On the 18Ui,' 
the last and decisive day of this gigantic conflict the. Prince 
pushed on with his cavalry in the centre to the environs of Leip- 
zig. In the afternoon, when the left wing under General 
Coloredo was very furiously attacked by the French^ it was 
asked what cavalry would go to the support of this mag. 
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Thoiq^h a greater force was wanted than Prince Leopold hi^ 
with him^ he nevertheless offered himself^ as there was no Aus- 
trian cavalry at hand, and went to the assistance of General 
Coloredo. On the 19th he marched to the support of General 
Guilaj, and followed the advanced guard and his corps to the 
vicinity of Erfurt. 

The Prince then proceeded to Frankfurt, where he remained 
during the residence of the allied sovereigns in that city, and 
afterwards went through Swabia and Switzerland to France. 
Here he was detached, on the 30th of January 1814, to the sup- 
port of Field-Marshal Blucher and General Rajefsky, to Rizan- 
court, whence he returned on the 1st of February to the grand 
army. From a bivouac near Bar-sur-Aube he marched to the 
battle of Brienne, and assisted on the 2d to pursue the beaten 
enemy to Lesmont. The Prince then marched to Bar-sur* 
Seine and Troyes, and afterwards to Nogent-sur-Seine, TrainiJ, 
and Braye, whence the army again retreated. 

ki the plains in advance of Troyes, the whole of the cavalry 
made some demonstration against the enemy, but no affair of 
any consequence ensued. On the 2Srd of February the Prince 
formed the rear-guard at Troyes: the army held a position be- 
hind the Seine, and then fell back to Chaumont. 

On the 12th of March, the Prince, as weU as the greater part 
of the Russian troops belonging to the main army, advanced 
upon the main road to Vitry. After the French had recovered 
Rheims and occupied Chalons, the Prince formed the advanced 
guard towards the roads leading to those places. In this service 
die troops, already extremely fatigued by the repeated night- 
marches and incessant manoeuvres in an exhausted and desolated 
country, and continually harassed moreover by the armed pea- 
sants, who were particularly troublesome in Champagne, had to 
endure extraordinary hardships and inconveniences. 

Till the 20th of March the enemy was daily expected to make 
a general attack upon the right wing of the army, which ttiere 
fore occupied all its positions in readiness for battle. When, 
however, the enemy on the 20th suddenly retired from the 
Marne to the Aubci the allied troops of the right wing marched 



to the left upon Arcis/by !w)iich movement the main anny effect- 
ed it8 janctioD. The French now made a very impetuous at- 
tack, which the allied army repulsed with the greatest firmness ; 
on which occasion the Prince had to support the right wing. 

On the morning of the 21st, Prince Leopold was sent forward 
with his cavalry^ part of the Prussian guard, and a reinforcement 
of horse-artillery, to form a comoiunication with the corps 
of the Prince Royal of Wirtemburg, which had not yet come 
completely into line. '^Fhe enemy, apparently deterred from 
an attack upon the allies by their excellent position, occupied 
Arcis as a rear-guard position, and retired upon the rpad to 
Vitry. At night-fall the allied army also marched again to the 
left bank of the Aube, aud then likewise directed its course to- 
wards the Marne, when the Prince formed the support of the 
advanced guard upon Vitry. 

On the 24th of March the allied army took the road to 
Paris, and on the £5th its advanced guard attacked Marshal 
Marmont at La F^re Champenoise. The Prince being sent 
with his cavalry to the support of this advanced guard, at- 
tacked the enemy in the right flank at Caunentrai,. drove him 
from his position, and took five pieces of cannon. Being joined 
by the rest of the allied cavalry, he followed the Marshal from 
position to position, and did not desist from the pursuit, even 
when the greatest part of the allied cavalry was recalled against 
the corps of General Pactod. Marshals Marmont and 
Mortier, who had by this time formed a j unction, profiting by 
the consequent weakness of the pursuers, sent their cavaUy to 
attack the artillery of the Russian guard. Prince Leopold took 
this attack in flank, drove back the French cavalry to an devat- 
ed position which the Marshals had occupied, saved the Rus- 
sian artillery, and, in spite of a very brisk fire, maintained his 
post till night. 

The troops of the grand army were not again engaged till the 
battle of Paris. On the 31st of March Prince Leopold en- 
tered Paris with the reserve cavalry, and there remained in 
garrison. 

Prince Leopold accompanied the Sovereigns to England; 
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and sailed with them in the Impregnable, ft-om Boulogne to 
Dover. He continued in London about a month after the 
Sovereigns, and did not leave England till the end of July. 

Ib the' beginning of September he repaired to Vienna, to the 
Congress, for the purpose of. promoting, to the utmost of his 
power, the independence of his native land, and the interests of 
his family. Prince Leopold, though he duly weighed the many 
clashing, political interests, found it impossible to admit the 
paramount cogency of those reasons upon which the partition 
of Saxony was decreed. ^ 

The Congress acknowledged the services which the Princes 
of the bouse of Coburg had never ceased, during the last ten 
years, to render to the good cause, as well as the sacrifices that 
had been made by thiem, and therefore granted an indemnity, 
which, though afterwards diminished by imperious political con- 
siderations, was nevertheless not inconsiderable. This business 
was exclusively conducted by Prince Leopold during the last 
decisive months, and, to him alone is to be ascribed its happy 
issue. 

On the return of Napoleon to France, Prince Leopold has« 
tened from Vienna to the grand allied army on the Rhine^ 
which soon afterwards reached Paris. On the termination of 
the war, the aiSairs of his family detained him for some time in 
the French capital, after which he proceeded by way of Co- 
burg to Berlin, where he received the invitation of the Prince 
Regent to England, and His Royal Highness's consent to his 
nuptials with his amiable, accomplished, and illustrious daugh- 
ter — the late Princess Charlotte. 

The 2nd of May 1816, His Royal Highness received the 
rank of General in the British service, and on the 24th of the 
same month, that of Field Marshal. 

On the 18th of October Id 16, Prince Leopold was ap- 
pointed Colonel of the 5th (or the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales's) Regiment of Dragoon Guards, to the mess of which 
Regiment he has presented a handsome service of silver plate. 

Prince Leopold has been honored with the orders of the 
Garter and the Bath ; and the degree of Doctor of Laws was 
conferred on him by the University of Oxford. 



8. General THts Right Honorable Charles, Mar- 
quess OF Drogheda, K.St. p. 

The 18th of January, 1755, his Lordship ivas appointed 
lieutenant-Colonel by brevet; the 7th of December, 1759, 
Xiieutenant-Colonel Commandant of the IQth light dragoons ; the 
llPth of February, 1762, Colonel by brevet ; the 3rd of August, 
1762, Colonel of the 18th light dragoons ; theSOth of April, 
1770, Major-General ; the 25th of June, 1773, Colonel of the 
Royal regiment of Irish artillery ; the 29th of August, 1777, 
Lieutenant-General ; and the 12th of October, 1793,-General. 

The Marquess of Drogheda carried the colors in the battle 
between the Royalists and Rebels at CuUoden, l6th of April, 
1746. 

His Lordship is a Knight of St. Patrick, Governor of Mcath, 
King's and Queen's counties, and Constable of Maryborough 
Castle. He succeeded his father Edward^ the late Earl, (who 
was lost on his passage to Dublin^) 28th of October, 1758; 
was created to the dignity of Marquess of Drogheda, 27th of 
June, 1791 ; and created a Peer of Great Britain, IStfa of 
January, 1801, by the title of Baron Moore, of Moore Place in 
Kent. 

. 9* General the Honorable «^ . 
Sir Alexander Maitlanb, Bart. 

This officer was appointed to a company in the 1st Fdot 
Guards, with the rank of Lieutenant- Colonel, the 6th of June 
1756 ; Colonel by brevet, the 19A of February 1762 ; Colonel of 
the 49th foot, the 25th of May 1768 ; Major-General, the 25th of 
May 1772 ; Lieu tenant-General, the 29di of August 1777 ; and 
General, the 12th of October 1793. 

In October 1818, he was created a Baronet of Gresit Britain. 

* 

10. General the Right Honorable William, 

Earl Harcourt. 

His Lordship was appointed to an Ensigncy in the 1st 
regiment of Foot Guards in the month of August 1759; Cap^ 
tain in the 16th regiment of Light Dragoons the 27th of 
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October following ; Captain in the 3rd Dragoons^ the SOth of 
June 1760; Lieutenant-Golonel in the arnyr^ d8th of November 
1764 ; lieutetiant-Colonel in the 4th light Dragoons^ the igdi 
of April 1765; lieutenant-Colonel in the 18th light Dragoons, 
in May 1767 ; lieutenant-Colonel in the 3l8t Foot, in Novem* 
ber following ; lieutenant-Colonel in the 9nd Light Dragoons, 
the 24th of June, 1768 ; lieutenant-Colonel in the l6tb light 
Dragoons, in 1770; Colonel by brevet, the 29th of August, 
1777 ; Colonel of the l6th light Dragoons, the 20th of Octo- 
ber, 1779; Major-General, the 20th of November, 1782; 
lieutenant-General the 1st of October, 1793 ; and Genend, the 
Ist of January, 1798. 

Soon after entering the army, this officer accompanied his 
father, Simon Earl Harcourt, to Mecklenburg Strelitz, to escort 
the late Queen Charlotte to this country, and was appointed one 
of the household of the King and Queen, in which he continued 
from that time till her Majesty's death. 

On his return from the Continent, although not seventeen 
years of age, he accompanied, as Aid-de«Camp, Lord Albe* 
marie to the Havannah. He served with the army in America, 
and performed a distinguished service by going seventy miles oa 
the same horse in one day, through an enemy's country, with a 
very small detachment of his own regiment, the 1 6th light 
Dragoons, and returning with the General commanding the 
Ammcan army. General Leey whom he took out of his quarters* 
This event occasioned such consternation in the army of the 
enemy, and such exultation in that of the British, that for some 
time it was believed it would have decided the fate of the war. 

Owing to the above gallant achievement he was appointed on 
his return to England, Aid-de-Camp to the King ; and on Gene- 
ral Burgoyne giving up the l6th or Queen's Regiment of light 
Dragoons, His Majesty appointed this officer to the command 
of thatx:orps. ^ 

In 1793 and 1794 he served with the army in Flanders, ffirst 
as Major-General, and subsequently as Lieutenant-General. 
On failure of the campaign, and the return of the Duke of 
York to England, the command of ^the British troops devolved 
upon Lieutenant-General Harcourt. 
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Upon the death of his brother^ this ofikar succeeded to^tKe 
Earldom and estates of his fathisr^ and was appointed Master 
of the Horse to the Queen, \vfaich situation had been held by his 
brother. He purchased St. Leonards Hill near Windsor of iHe 
Duke of Gloucester, in the year 1782^ and His Majesty made 
him Deputy-ranger of the Great Park, and the Duke of Glou-* 
cester, at the same time. Lieutenant of Windsor Forest. 

On the formation of the Establishment of the Royal Military 
College, the King appointed His Lordship Governor, before 
which he bad the Government of Hull. He continued Gover- 
nor of the Royal Military College nine years, and afterwards, on 
retiring from it, the King conferred upon him the Govern* 
ment of Portsmouth. 

Lord Harcourt is a member of the CcPDSolidated Board of 
General officers ; one of the Commissioners of the Royal Military 
College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 

11. General Henry Earl of Carhampton. M. P. 

The 8th of August, 1759, Lord Carhampton, then the Honor* 
' able Henry Laws Lutterell, was appointed Captain in the l6th 
light dragoons; Major by bievet, 14th of April 1762; Lieii- 
tenant-Colonel in the .1st regiment of Irish horse, 1 3th February 
1766 ; Colonel by brevet, the 29th of August, 1777 ; Colonel of 
tlie 6th dragoon guards, the 2Srd of June 1788 ; Colonel in the 
2nd royal Irish artillery, the 12th of October, 1789 ; and Colonel 
of the royal Irish regiment of artillery, 29th of July, 1 797 ; His 
Lordship i^ceived the rank of Major-Geheral, the 20th of No- 
vember, 1782; of Lieu tenant-General, the 12th of October^ 
1793; atad of General, the 1st of January, 1798. 

Lord Carhataapton has served in Portugal, and as Master- 
General of the Ordnance, and Commander of the forces in 
Ireland. His Lordship is a member of Parliament. 

12. General Felix Buckley. 

This officer was appointed Captain in the 2nd troop of horse 
guards, the 22nd of July, 1751 ; he received the brevet of Major 
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the 6th of August 1 76£ ; was appointed Guidon and Major in his 
regiment, the fiddi of September 1 764 ; Cornet and Major the '8tE 
of February^ 1765 ; 2od Laentenant, and Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the 6tfarof March, 1771 ; 1st Lieutenant, and Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the S8th of July 1773; Colonel by brevet, the 19th of February 
1779; Major-General, the 20th of November 1782; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel and Colonel in his regiment, the 1 8th of November 
1790; Lieutenant-General the 3rd of May 1796; and General, 
the 1st of January 1801. The General is Governor of Pen- 
dennis Castle. 

13. General Richahd Grenvillb. 

This officer entered the army in the year 17 59} ^9 an Ensign 
in the 1st Foot Guards; he obtained the rank of Captain in 

1760, by raising an independent company; aud the 7th of May 

1761, he was removed to a company in the 24th Foot, lie 
served the campaigns of 176 1, and 1762, in Germany, as Aid* 
de-Camp to the Marquess of Gran by. In 1772, he purchased 
a company in the Coldstream Guards, and in 1776, he accom- 
panied the brigade, of Guards to America. 1 he 19th of Fe- 
bruary, 1779, he received the rank of Colonel; the 20th of 
November, 1782, that of Major-General ; the 21st of April 
1 786, the Colonelcy of the 23rd Foot ; the 3rd of May 1 796, 
die rank of LieatenantrGeneral ; and the 1st erf January, 1801, 
that of General. 

14. General the Right Honorable 
John Earl op Suffolk. 

Lord Suffolk was appointed the 23rd of July, 1760, to a 
Lieutenancy in the 1st Foot Guards, with the rank of Captain ; 
to a company, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, the 12th of 
Februar}, 1773 ; and Colonel by brevet, the 17th of November, 
1780. The l6th of August, 1783, his Lordship received the 
Colonelcy of the 70th Foot; the rank of Major- (leneral, the 28th 
of September, 1787 ; that of Lieutenant-General, the 26th of 
January, 1797 ; and that of General, the 29th of April, 1802. The 



12th of Januaryi 18 14, Lord Suffolk, was removed from the 
70th Foot to the Colonelcy of the 44th. His Lordship was 
Page to His Royal Highness the late Duke of Cumberland. 

15. General, tkb Right Honorable 
^i* <, Sir Davij> Dundas., G- C/B. 

At the age of thirteen this officer was placed at the military 
academy at Woolwich^ wherd, after a residence of two years^ 
he was appointed, in Vlb% to assist in a survey of the kingdom of 
Scotland, then carrying on under the inspection of his maternal 
lincle, the late General Watson, at that time a Colonel in the 
army, and Quarter-Master-General and Senior Captain in the 
corps of engineers. On this service he continued three years, 
under the more immediate direction of his friend, the late Major- 
General Roy. In the year 1754, he Was appointed Lieutenant- 
Fireworker in the Royal Regiment of Artillery ; and in the 
year following was made a Practitioner Engineer. In the next 
year, viz. 1756, he was appointed a Lieutenant .in the 56th 
Regiment, and also an Assistant-Quarter-Master-General, under 
General Watson, and in 1758, at the early age of twenty-one, 
this indefetigable officer joined in the above capacity a very 
considerable armament, then preparing against Cherburg, St. 
Malo, and St. Cas, on the coast of France. 

This armament was to be employed in harassing the enemy's 
coasts, in order to divert the attention of the French govern- 
ment, during the conflict for the possession of Canada, and was 
commanded by the Duke of Marlborough. 

The squadron under the command of Commodore Howe, 
sailed from Portsmouth on the 1st of June 1758| and arrived in 
due time in Cancalle Bay, at a short distance from the city of 
St. Malo, which latter place was the point of attack. On the 
advance of the troops, it was discovered, that the strong natural 
defences of the place, together with its insulated situation, ^ould 
render all attempts against it utterly abortive, unless supported by 
numbers and artillery, hi both of which the English were deficient ; 
they accordingly returned to Cancalle, after having destroyed, 
in the harbour of St. Malo, a large fleet of privateers, and seve- 
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ral other vessels of different descriptions^ amomiting to upwards 
of a hundred sail. After perfomung this senrice, ' which the 
enemy very slightly opposed, the troops re<-embarked. 

The squadron coasted along by Granville and Cherburg, and 
made diq^ositiotts^for landing at the latter place, but a hard gale 
and a lee-shore obliged them to stand for England, where they 
arrived on the 29th of June, and came to an anchorage at St. 
Helen's. 

A few weeks rest, and fresh provisions, having recruited the 
troops, the squadron again weighed anchor, and stood over for 
the French coasts auspicious gales brought the fleet within 
sight of Cherburg in a few hours, and immediate preparations 
were made for an attack, the army being now commanded 
by Xiieuteoant-General Bligh. 

The landing was accomplished about ^ miles to the west of 
Cbtfburg. The French had every advantage which nature and 
art. could furnish to resist the. invading army; but judicious 
dispositions on the part of the British, together with a 
smart fire; so paralised their efforts, that they made not the 
smallest display of resistance, nor even ventured beyond the 
line of their owu works, except to abandon them to die 
assailants, who accordingly took, possession of them ; and on 
the following day the whole force, amounting to between 5 i^nd 
6000 men, marched into Cherburg without meeting the least 
resistance. 

The town and. harbour of Cherburg are admirably situated 
for annoying the trade of Great Britain, by affording shelter to 
the privateers of her enemies. The harbour, considered sepa- 
rately, did not naturally supply safe and commodious anchorage 
for ships, but the celebrated Belidore had exerted all his skill 
in erecting fortifications and other works for its defence and 
security ; he bad also projected and accomplished improvements 
which counteracted its natural defects, and rendered it a point 
pf attack worthy of the genius and valor of Englishmen. 

Having destroyed the labours of the engineer, and burned 
those of the shipwright, the British withdrew, after a sojourn 
of ted days in France, carrying with them hostages and spoils of 
war. On their arrival in England, the brass cannon and mortars 



were paraded from Kensington to the Tower^ adorned with all 
the trophies ^d sjmbok of battle, to the. infinite delight of the 
populace, and the annoyance of those graver personages who do 
not approve of ostentation, 

1'he troops employed on these expeditions were in excellent 
health, and so admirably supplied with every requisite article, 
that they did not disembark on their return to Spitbead. It 
was determined that the coast of France should have no respite ; 
and they accordingly sailed again, for St. Malo. The troops 
landed as they had done before, and were a second time recalled 
from the prosecution of an enterprise which it was not in the 
nature of things to accomplish. The Commodore moved on to 
St. Cas. The land forces were disembarked, and by some 
strange fatality, or want of foresight in the commander, they 
were allowed to penetrate into the country. The Duke D'Aiguil- 
lon. Governor of Brittany, advanced against them with a body 
of twelve battalions, and six squadrons of regular troops, and 
two regiments of militia* A retreat was immediately ordered, 
and, after much difficulty, effected, although not without disor- 
der, and the rear-guard alone left to confront an enemy so 
superior in numbers. The bravery of our troops deserved a 
better fate : after a sanguinary resistance, they fell into confu- 
sion; a frightful slaughter succeeded,--- many rushed into the 
sea and were drowned : the shore was covered with the dead 
and dying, and the French gave no quarter until they were 
Exhausted by the conflict, and the fire of the frigates had ceased; 
at which time 600 Englishmen lay dead upon the beach, and 
400 remained as prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 

Lieutenant Dundas escaped unhurt, and soon after the return 
of the armament to England, he set out, viz. in the autumn of 
1758, to join the army of that prudent and distinguished 
General, Prince Ferdinand of Brunsvyick, as an assistant 
Quarter-Master-General, being also then Engineer and Lieute* 
nant of infantry. 

In the German Campaign^ under that prince, there was 
much practical knowledge to be acquired, and Lieutenant Dundas 
was not backward in obtaining such experience in his profession 
as the time afforded* 
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Id the year 1759^ lieiiteBaDt Dundas was appainited to n troops 
hi the 15 th light Dragoons, on which occasion he returned to 
England, and resignedhjs appointments of Engineeriand Assistant* 
Quarter-M aster-General. Early in the year following, he again 
repaired to the theatre of continental warfare with his regiment, 
and as Aid-de-Camp to its Colonel, that distinguished cavalry 
officer. General Elliot. In this campaign 25,00() British served 
with the Allies ; a greater number than had been seen on the 
Continent for two hundred years. 

During the petite guerre of this campaign, the services of the 
British troops, and more especially those immediately com- 
manded by General Elliot, displayed all the intrepidity of the 
national character. 

In the battle of Corbach, the most bloody action of the cam- 
paign. Prince Ferdinand relied chiefly on the British. Elliot's light 
faorse^ proud to be led on by the Prince in person, and worthy 
of that honor, had the greatest share in the glory and suffering of 
the day. So young a corps had never so eminently disUnguished 
itself. No more than 79 of the Allies were killed in this 
hard-fought action, and of these 71 were of the 15th Light 
Dragoons. 

The successful battle of Warburg followed close upon the 
heels of the foregoing, and added new laurels to the British 
arms ; the posts of honor and of danger were again allotted to 
them, and again their brave companions in difficulty and glory, 
accorded them their meed of well-deserved praise. 

On the 31st of July, 1760, Prince Ferdinand, having his 
main body on the heights of Cassel, moved towards the enemy, 
who were advantageously posted near Warburg : in the meat^time 
the Hereditary Prince, with two columns, wheeled round die 
enemy's left, and began a vigorous attack at once upon that 
flank, and upon the rear. The French commander poured 
reinforcements on that quarter, and a warm action was kept up 
for four hours, with uncertain success, which, however, at last 
appeared to decide against the French. Prjince Ferdinand 
relied much on the English cavalry, which surpassed his ezpec-> 
tations, and indeed all former examples. They considered 
themselves as defrauded of their share of the glory of Miiiden, 



and panted for an occasion to signalise themselves. They came 
up five miles at a gallop without the least confusion, and 
attacked the enemy's line with great spirit ; the French horse 
did not stand the charge. The English artillery were brought up 
with the same celerity, and acted with the same effect. The 
British infantry, disdaining to be out*done, made such efforts 
to support their fellow soldiers, that in straining their passage 
dirough marshy and morassy ground, and in burning weather^ 
many of them broke down on their march. The French made 
a precipitate retreat to Statberg, having lost 1500 men killedy 
and as many prisoners : the English lost 590 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. 

Captain Dundas served also at the battle of Closter Camp 
on the I6th October, and at the siege of Wesseh The opera- 
tions of this vigorous campaign were various and uninterrupted, 
and the army retired into winter-quarters in the md of 
November, 

In January, 176l, Captain Dundas took the field again widi 
tfie allied army, and witnessed the expulsion of the French 
fiDom the Hessian States, .and their retreat to Frankfort on 
the Main. The army fell back to Westphalia into quarters 
in the month of March. In the succeeding operations of the 
campaign Captain Dundas continued to serve, being at the 
'iwttle of .FelUnghaus.en, and the affair which took place at 
vEimfoach: this last action, which happened in December, 
concluded the campaign of that year in Germany. 

In the summer of 1762,. the twenty-fifth year of his a^e, 
Captain Dundas accompanied General Elliot, as his Aid-de- 
Camp, to the attack on the island of Cuba, and the performance 
of a service as memorable and remarkable as any in the whole 
history of West Indian warfare. The army, about 15,000 stroQg, 
was commanded .by the. Earl of Albemarle, to whom. General 
Elliot was. second, and .the fleet by Sir G. Pocock, seconded 
by Pommodore.Keppel. . 

The Havannah, at. that, time . the . most rich^ .populous, nd 
fiorishiog city in. the Western hemisphere, was the object of 
attack, and the;British force employed against it suffered. iiijcre- 
dible hardships, miseries, and privations. During a fi^ of 
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three months, the Governor of the Havannah, Don Lewis de 
Velasco, defended his trust with all the firmness of an old Cas- 
tilian, and all the ardour of a modern soldier. 

The Spaniards, who had ^ been for sometime preparing for 
war, had formed a considerable navj in the West Indies, com- 
posed chiefly of ships of the line, and which lay at that time in 
the bason of the Havannah ; but they had not received any au- 
thentic intelligence of hostilities having commenced between the 
two countries ; this may perhaps account for their fleet, at the 
;approach of the English, continuing to lie quietly at their 
moorings. 

When all things were in readiness for landing, th^ Admiral 
(Pococke), with a great part of the fleet, bore away to the west- 
ward, in ordSr to draw the enemy's attention from the true ob- 
ject, and made a feint, as if he intended to lai^d on that side ; 
while Commodore Keppel and Captain Harvey, commanding 
a detachment of the squadron, approached the sliore to tte 
eastward of die harbour, and, after having silenced a smalt fdrt, 
they, on the 7]th of June, effected a landing in the utmost order. 
The main body of the army was destined to act upon this 
side. It was divided into two corps ; one of which was advan- 
ced a considerable way in the country, towards the soQth-east of 
the harbour, to Guanabacoa, in order to cover the siege, and to 
secure our parties employed in watering and foraging. This 
corps was commanded by General Elliot. 

The hardships which the l^nglisfa army sustained in the si^e 
of the Moro, were dreadfnl ; the earth was every where so thin, 
that it was almost impossible to idover themselves in their ap- 
proaches. There was no spring or river near them, water was 
obliged to be carried from a great distance, and many dropped 
down dead from thirstf'^heat, and fatigue. But such was the reso* 
lution of the besiegers, and such the unanimity of the land and 
sea forces, that no difficulties slackened for a moment the ope- 
rations ^against this important, strong, and well-defended place. 
In the midst of this sharp and doubtful contention, the^rin- 
cipal battery raised by the British against the fortress, took fire, 
ami being constructed chiefly of timl>er,.scorched by the intense 
heat and incessant cannonade, the iSames overpowered every 
R. M. Cal. I. T 
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oppositioDy and tb6 labor of aix hundred men for seventeen 
dajs Was destroyed in a moment. 

This was a severe misfortune, and was the more keenly feit^ 
atf the other hardships of the siege were becoming almost in*' 
supportable. Five thousand soldiers were sick ; three thousand 
seamen in the same condition. A great want of provisions and 
water retarded their recovery, and aggravated all their suffer- 
ings. The hearts of the most sanguine sunk within them. A 
thousand anxious and impatient looks were directed to the point 
from which the expected reinforcements were to come ; none, 
however^ appeared^ and the exhausted army were left to its own 
endeavors. 

But in the midst of these disheartening distresses and disap- 
pointmentSj the steadiness of the commanders infused vigor and 
activity into the troops, and roused them to incredible exertions. 
The rich prize which was before them — the shame of retiring 
home bafBed — and even the strenuous resistance made by the 
enemy ; all these ihotives called loudly on their interest, their 
honour^ and their pride, and inspired them to the exertion of all 
their powers. New batteries arotfe in the place of the old; the 
fire became equal, and soon superior to that of the enemy. 
They by degrees silenced the canuon of Fort Moro, and on the 
^Oth of July, made a lodgement in the covert- way. In a few 
days their labors were rewarded by the arrival of reinforce- 
ments and a supply Of ammunition ; and the hopes of the besieg- 
ers were revived. 

After a siege of forty-four days, the English, on the SOth of 
July, made a breach in the fort, which was thought practicable ; 
they accordingly mounted it, entered the fort, and formed them- 
selves with so much celerity, and with such a determined cool- 
ness, that the enemy^ who were drawn up to receive them, as- 
tonished at their demeanor and intrepidity, fled in all direc- 
tions. Four hundred of the garrison were killed or drowned, 
and four hundred obtained quaiter. The second in command, 
the Marquis De Gonzales, fell whilst he was making brave, 
but ineffectual, efforts to rally his people. Don Lewis de Ve- 
lasco, the heroic governor, collected an hundred men round his 
colours, and. disdaining to retire or call for quarter, he received 
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a mortal woUnd^ and died, offering his sword to his conquerors. 

The English paid a just tribute to the ' memory and valor of 
this brave soldier. They wept with mingled pity and admira* 
tion over him. 

Notwithstanding the bloodshed and reduction of Fort Moro, 
the garrison, with the city and fort Puntas, which were sepa- 
rated from the Moro and its commanding heights by the breafdth 
of the harbour, made the best defence the nature of their circum^ 
stances would allow ; and it was not until the 10th of August, 
when every gun had beeti silenced by the fire of the besieg- 
ers, that the governor sent forward flags of truce, which ap- 
peared at the same moment in every part of the city, to the in- 
expressible joy of the fleet and army : the result was a capitula- 
tion, wherein the remainder of the garrison, now reduced to- 
700 men, regular troops, were allowed the honors of war ; and 
on* the 14th of August the English troops took pbssession of 
the Havannah, after a siege of two months and eight days. 

This conquest was without doubt the most considerable that 
had ever been made in the West Indies, llie acquisition united 
in itself all the advantages which can be acquired in war ; and in 
the plunder it equalled a national subsidy ; the bullion and mer- 
chandize together found in the place being calculated at three 
million^ sterling. 

At the general peace Captain Dundas returned to England, 
and arrived in the month of January, 1 763 ; the following year lie 
proceeded to the Continent for military improvement ; and as a 
state of profound peace prevented practical experience, he spent 
the greater part of 1764 in France, obtaining that theoretical 
knowledge which his services have perfected. 

From that time to 1770, we find this officer doing duty with 
the 15th Dragoons as Captain, when he was advanced to the 
rank of Major, in the same regiment, by purchase. In 1774 
he went to the Continent, to attend the French and Austrian 
exercises in Flanders. 

On the commencement of the American war, 1775, Major 
Dundas solicited to be allowed to exchange into the infantry, 
for the purpose of serving on that Continent, but government 
considering the services of this officer essential in another part 
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bis Majesty's domioionfi, he accordiagly purchased Ibe lieiite* 
nant^Colonelcy of the 1^ light Dragoons, aod went to that 
regiment in Ireland. In 1778 Colonel Dundas received llie 
appointment of Quarter- Master-General in Ireland, and in 1781 
was appointed Colonel by brevet. In 1782 the unwearied ser- 
vices of this intelligent officer were further rewarded by the lieu- 
tenant-Colonelcy of the ^ regiment of horse ; end in 1785 he 
attended the Prussian exercises at Berlin, Pomemnia, Silem» 
and Magdeburg, frona which time to 1787 the life of Colonel 
Dundas.was passed in acquiring that knowledge in his profession^ 
in the diflferent continental military schools, which has rendered 
lum^ if not the first tactitian of the times, at least inferior to 
none. 

In the year 1788 this officer produced the effects of long study 
and practical acquaintance with the art of war, in the celebrated 
and useful work on the principles of military movements, and 
which has become the basis of our army regulations : it is need- 
less to expatiate on what is- so well known, and universally 
allowed to be the most simple, efficient, and> at the same time^ 
scientific mode of instructing the officer and soldier in liie vari* 
ous, and until this period imperfectly understood, duties ojf this 
noble profession. 

His Majesty, fully aware of the important advantages to be ' 
derived from the zeal, professional knowledge, and accuracy of 
Colonel Dundasi expressly appointed him Adjutant-General in 
Ireland, for the purpose of introducing his mode of discipline 
and tactics. into that country, and to perfect the infantry military 
regulations, and which system was soon after put in practice in 
the garrison of Dublin under his inunediate command. 

The following year Colonel Dundas was promoted to the 
rank of Major-General, and in 1791 ^9s appointed to the Co-* 
loneky of the 22d regiment of foot. In 1791 he resigned the 
iV<i[jutant-Generalship, and was placed upon die Irish Staff as 
Major-General 

In 1792 the convulsed state of the French government, and 
the people's republican propensities, having induced England to 
ally herself with the continental Princes, in order to cnuh the 
nprmities of the French, and if possible put a period to the 
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wiil6»spr«ading mischief, many officers of talent and activity re- 
signed appmitments of emolument^ and reHoquished the miidet 
but equally useful prosecutk)n of regimental discipline^ to join 
in services of actual warfere. 

With this view Major-General Dundas resigned the Irish 
StaiFin 1793^ and came to London, in order to be upon the 
^spoty should his services be called for. The govemmenf: em* 
ployed the Major-General on a military mission to the island 
of Jersey, for the purpose of ascertaining die practicability of an 
attack on St. Malo: Soon after his return from making these 
observatioQS, the Major-General was dispatched to the head- 
quarters of His Royal Highness the Duke of York, then besieg- 
ing Dunkirk, in order to confer with that Prince on subjects of 
importance ; and on the termination of that untoward business 
in the month of October of that year, he travelled through Ger- 
many and Italy to Toulon> where he remained second in com- 
mand to the late Lieutenant*General O'Hara. 

The French having erected a battery which cosnnanded the 
town and arsenal of Toulon, a plan was formed to destroy it> 
and bring off the cannon a!nd ammunition. The plan was com- 
pletely executed by Major-General Dundas ; but part of the 
troops in their ardour having pursued the retreating enemy too 
far, were thrown into disorder. Lieutenant-General O'Hara 
hastened to the spot to encourage and recall them^ when he re- 
ceived a wound, which rendered him incapable of avoiding the 
enemy : he was 'made a prisoner, and the command of the troops 
and government of Toulon devolved upon Major-General Dun- 



Tlie struggles of the Major-General to maintain himself in 
the possession of this post, were highly praise-worthy, and such 
as called forth the approbation of his sovereign and the country, 
fie however found his situation untenable, and after many ar- 
duous endeavours, he perceived all hopes of retaining it utterly 
futile. No occasion wherein British science or intrepidity 
tould display themselves was lost by the Major-General, al- 
though^ his force was ill-organized, and composed of l^paniards, 
Neapolitans,. Piedmontese, and French loyalbts, aiiK>unting, 
togedier with the firitish, to 12^000 men. 
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Deserters and others coining in daiiy, the Major-Genersd was 
supplied with ample information of the enemy's plans ; he theror 
fore made arrangements for repelling them in the best and most 
judicious manner, considering bis limited force^ and tbe disadr 
vantages uuder which lie acted. 

For the complete defence of the town and ^harbour, he was 
obliged to occupy a circumference of fifteen mies^ by eigkt priik- 
cipal posts^ with their several interm^tate dependent ones ; tbe 
greatest part of these were merely of a temporary nature,^ and 
constructed in such a manner as the exigency of the time admit- 
,ted. His force, which did not exceed 12>000 qien bearing 
arms, and composed, as we have before observed, of varioas 
countries, was disposed thus ; 9000 in supporting those poits, 
^nd the remaining 3000 stationed fa the town. 

00 the }Gt]f of December, at half-past two o'clock in the 
looming, the pnemy, who had kept three bktteries in continual 
play, opened two new opes, and commenced a very heavy canr 
pona^e op Fort Mulgrav.e till ne;xt morning ; the works suffered, 
much, and the Allies lost a great Quniber of men. The weather 
was very bad, an^ the trpops in consequjence suffered much 
from fatigue. 

At two o'clock on the morning of 17th .the enemy attacked 
the fort in great*force : it was defended a considerable time ; but 
on the enemy entering on the Spanish side, the British quarter, 
jcommandeid by Qaptain Conolly, of the 18th regiment, coold 
not be maintain/ed much longer : it was finally carried ; and the 
remains of the brave garrison of 700 men, retired towards the 
shore of Balaguier. As this position was most essential to the 
preservation of the harbour, every means had been taken to 
strengthen it, and at that time 3000 men were there. 

The firing at this post having discontinued during tbe darkr 
pess, the garrisop waited the return of jday-light in the most anxi- 
ous suspence. On the mornipg of the 18th a new scene met 
their view, by an attack of all our posts on the mountain of Pha- 
ron.— ^The enemy were repulsed on the east side, by a foi'cc 
commanded by a distinguished officer, the Piedmontese Co- 
lonel De Jermagnan, who fell in the affair; they, however, 
^crowded up in ' numbers op that side^f the mountain which 
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overlooks Toulon^ and foond means to penetrate between our 
posts. 

In consequence of these events, a council of Plag and Genei- 
ral OfficersT assembled^ when it was determined to evacuate the 
place. It would have been insanity to attempt further opposi- 
tion ; and measures were taken for immediate departure^ which 
service was performed with admirable effect. The destruction 
of the ^rsenal^ shipping and magaziues, was entrusted to Sir 
Sidney Smith, who executed the same in a manner which amply 
justified his appointment; and tiie whole Allied army, under the 
able direction of Lieutenant- General Dundas, together with 
several thousands of the Toulon loyalists, all the British ar* 
ttllery, and part of the French fleet, were .. brought off, without 
the loss of a single life, on the fiQlh of December 1 793, having 
embarked under the strong Citadel of La Malgue, which was then 
evacuated. The British General retired to the Isle of Elba. 

In January, 1794, Lieutenant-General Dundas landed in the 
Island of Corsica, captured the town of San Fiorenza, «nd se- 
cured good anchorage for the British fleet, when, from ill 
health, and his presence being no longer necessaryin the Mediter- 
ranean, he travelled through Italy and Germany to England, and 
shortly after his arrival he set out to rejoin the army in Flanders, 
where, with the rank of Major-General, he commanded a bri*- 
gade of cavalry at the battle of Tournay, which was fought oil 
the 22d of May 1796. Ihe Allies having re-united their scat* 
tered forces, prepared, with unabated resolution, to meet the 
Bepublicans. At five in the morning the attack was commenc- 
ed by the latter, on the advanced posts of the Allies, which were 
driven back on the main body : here the steadiness and intrepi- 
dity of the troops, and particularly the British, checked their fur* 
ther progress ; and notwithstanding the impetuosity of their va* 
nous attacks, which continued until* ten at night, they were 
baffled in every attempt, and obliged to fall back upou Lisle. — 
The loss of the French in this battle was considerable, and had 
they not taken the precaution to cover both their flanks by thick 
woods, through which the cavalry could not penetrate, it would 
have been much greater. 

Major-General DiAdas still continued in his command wi0i 
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thd army under His Hoyal Higbocvs the X>ttke of York, wboce 
pkn for the campaign had been wholly disconcerted by the 
defeat of that brave, but unfortunate, oftcer. General Clerfayt. 
The Prioee de Coburg had not been more suocessftti ; and- op* 
posed to such numbers as the French could bring into the 
field, the Allies, with all their united force, were weak. The 
Duke of York was therefore oUiged to remove from his position 
atToumfty to Oudenarde, in order to act against the JPreDch, 
who had invested it wiA a great force ; and from thence the 
y/dkcle army^ consisting of British, Hanoverians, Hessians, and 
Brunswickers, retired to the frontiers of Holland, upon the 
Rhine and Waal, which they crossed and maintained. In No* 
vember His Royal Highness returned to England, and General 
Walmoden took the command of the an^y. 

In December^ the subject of this memoir was appointed to 
command on the Lower Waal, and had the honor to bear away 
the palm of victory iti two successful actions near Gelder* 
Malsen. 

The British troops stationed at Amheim and its vicinity, 
were> from iiltessant fatigue, the inclemency of the weather, 
and the difficulty of procuring supplies, in the most distressing 
situation. — ^The French seized this moment to attempt the 
passage of the Waal, on rafts constructed for that purpose; 
but notwithstanding the state of the British and German forces, 
reduced by war, sickness, and famine, they were repulsed in 
every part. 

The winters of 1794-5 b^ng of uncommon severity, the 
French were enabled to cross the Meuse and Waal, with an im- 
mense force, together with all their artillery, baggage, and military 
stores; at which time the allies were too much, reduced to 
render any effectual opposition. They carried all the posts in 
the island of Bommel, forced the lines of Breda, made 1600. 
prisoners, and took a quantity of cannon. They were complete 
masters of the Weal, and menaced the towns of Culenberg and 
Oorcum. In order to preserve these towns, Major-General 
Bttudas, with 8,000 British, marched against them on the 30th 
of December. The French were posted at Thuyl, to arrive at 
which place' it was necessary to take a road flauked with batteries; 
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and tke pluce itself was surrounded* with a strong abbatis. By 
the dispositions of the General^ these great obstacles were sur- 
mounted 4 and not>irithstanding the superiority of the enemy in 
physical strength^ they were driven from their posts, and com* 
pdled to re^cross the Waal, with a considerable loss of troops 
and baggage. But these instances of judgment and valor in 
our Generals and their troops availed but little to the general 
cause, having to repel an enemy whose strength was so enor- 
mous, and whose numbers, fillii^ and overpowering the whole 
country, effectually rendered resistance imprax^ticab^e* In the 
month of January 17Q5, the superiority of the enemy having 
become overwhelming, and the natural defences of Holland 
being frozen up, the allied army was obliged to evacuate the 
country, and retire behind the' river Ems on the frontier of 
Germany* 

Major-General Dundas remained in bis command on the 
Ems, in East Friesland, until the month of April, when the 
British infantry returned to England, under General (now Earl) 
Harcourt ; and the cavalry, amounting to twenty-four squadrons, 
together with some foreign emigre corps attached to it, in all 
about 10,000, continued in Westphalia, under the command of 
the former, the whole army being commanded by General 
Ws^moden. 

In the sumaier of this year the British army under Lieutenant- 
Genefal Dundas enjoyed a cessation from the fatigues and 
calamities of war : though subject to various alarms, it occupied 
the countries of Friesland, Oldenburg, and Bremen, the re- 
mainder of the Allied army being cantoned in Westphalia ; and 
the French occupying Holland and the banks of the Waal and 
Rhine. Throughout the whole of this season no offensive 
operations were carried on, and the British cavalry were exer- 
cised by brigades, upon a general system then laid down to 
them by the Lieutenant-General. In December of this year 
lietttenanl-General Dundas was appointed Colonel of the 
Queen's, or 7tii Light Dragoons. 

In January 1796, the whole of the British cavalry were 
embarked on the W^er. The rest of the Allied army fell 
back to their several cotfntries, according to the- line of demar- 
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cation then agreed upon with the French. The British troopa 
arriveTd safely in this country, and soon afterwards Majoi^Gene- 
ral Dundas was placed on the Home-Staff, and appointed 
Quarter-'Master-General of the army. In the course of this 
year the General composed the cavalry regulations and move- 
ments, which the cavalry were ordered to follow. 

Camps being formed at Weymouth, and on Windsor Forest, 
under the immediate inspection of His Majesty, Major-General 
Dundas had the honor to direct the exercises and instructions 
of the san^e, both cavalry and infantry : the remaining portion 
of 17969 and the three following years, were passed by the 
General in the useful labor of training the gallant army of 
Great Britain to future glory. 

In the year 1797> a further reward to the services of the 
General was accorded by his august Sovereign, in the rank of 
Lieutenant-General and Governor of Landguard Fort. 

In 1799 the late Sir Ralph Abercrombie commanded in the 
expedition to Holland, when, after many difficulties and much 
obstruction, from extremely turbulent weather and adverse winds, 
the Britiarh army succeeded in' effecting its jfirst object, which 
was to land and take up an advantageous post; their next 
exploit was, in conjunction with the navy, the capture of the 
Dutch fleet, consisting of twenty-four vessels of war and four 
Indiamen. An affair, wherein much gallantry was displayed, 
took place on the 10th of September; and His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York taking the command on the ISth, having 
been accompanied by lieutenant-General Dundas, a plan of 
operation was immediately devised, and a general attack deter- 
mined upon ;« and on the 19th every arrangement was completed. 
The army advanced in four columns, the first consisting chiefly 
of Russian troops, under Lieutenant-General Hermann ; the 
second commanded by Lieutenant-General Dundas, and con- 
sisting of twQ squadrons of the 1 1 th light dragoons, two brigiides 
of foot-guards, and Major-Geueral Prince William of Glouces- 
ter's brigade ; the third, commanded by Sir James Pulteney ; 
and the fourth by Sir Ralph Abercrombie. 

It was planned that the Russian division of the army should 
advance to the right, through a country near to the village of 
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Bergen, and almost covered with wood^ this being the enemy's 
principal post. 

Tlie Russians advanced with the most impetuous courage^ 
but allowing themsekes to be impelled beyond the bounds of 
Aat order which is so requisite to a military operation^ they 
fell into confusion ; and after displaying all their national 
hardihood^ were compelled to retire, with considerable loss. 

Both the second and third columns had great difficulties to 
overcome, in consequence of the ground of their operations 
being intersected by deep ditches and morass. The second 
column, under Liieutenant-General f^undas, having performed 
the service first allotted it, in the most gallant and decisive 
manner, which was to force the enemy's position at Warmen- 
huysen and Schoreldam, and to co-operate with the column 
under General Hermann, extended itself after the retreat of 
the Russians to the right ; and although weakened by an exten« 
sion so disproportionate to its force, nevertheless renewed the 
battle with great bravery ; but owing to the unfortunate state of 
the ground^ and other disadvantageous circumstances, after a 
conflict wherein the skill and gallantry of the British were 
eminently. conspicuous, the column was obliged to retire ; the 
exertions of the British were strenuous and successful, answer- 
ing well to the high reputation of their Generals, and on a 
review of the success which attended the three columns oi 
British troops, we cannot but lament that the Russian corps 
lost sight of that spirit of discipline and subordination 
for which they ever are so remarkable, as on that alone 
hung the subsequent disasters of the day; and had General 
HcTmann been able to keep possession of the ground so 
rapidly won, until the troops of General Dundas had come to 
his support, the event of the day would have justified the hopes 
of the Duke of York. 

The spirits of the British were, however, unbroken, and 
the Russians were anxious to repair their late disaster : the army 
kept the fieldin defiance of every natural and artificial obstacle : 
the Duke of York determined on further exertions, and a rein- 
forcement of British and Russian troops arriving, his hopc^ 
were strengthened and confirmed. 
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' The operations of the siUied armies haviiig been suspended 
by inclement weather^ which now becoming more moderate, 
die British were put in motion, on the morning of the 2d of 
October^ and an attack was commenced on the whole of the 
enemy's line. A severe and sanguinjary conflict ensued, which 
lasted from six in the morning until the same hour at ni^t. 
The British right wing was led on by Sir Ralph Abercromlne; 
the centre divisions by General Dundas ; and the left wing by 
Major-General Burrard. The £rst impression ma4e on the 
enemy's line was by the centre division of our army, under the 
command of General Dundas; the right next attacked; and 
finally the left wing. They overcame all opposition, and .entirely 
defeated the French. 

On the night after the battle the British troops lay on their 
arms, and on the morning of the .Sd they mov^ forward, md 
occupied the positions of I^ang-Dyke, Alkmaar, Bergen, 
£gthontrop-Hoof, and £gmont-op-Zee. 

The Duke of York, in his dispatches, bestowed the warmest 
praise on the whole of the troops under his command, and in 
an especial manner particularized the Generals Sir Ralph Abei> 
crombie and Dundas, for the ability they displayed, and His 
Royal Highness attributed much of the success of the day to 
their personal exertions. . « 

The British and Russian troops were again engaged with 
the enemy on the 4th of October, and after a severe conflict, 
in which 11^00 men were killed and wounded, the enemy 
retired, leaving the English in (lossession of the field of battle ; 
but the season, the roads, and other obstacles, prevented the 
British Commander from following . up these advantages. 
Intelligence also arrived, importing that the enemy were daily 
strengthening, and would shortly bear down with all their force 
upon him ; he therefore, with the concurrence of the Lieutenants 
Generals in his army, withdrew from his advanced positions at 
Scfaagenbrug; and on the 17th of the month agreed on a 
SMspension of hostilities with the Generals Brune and Daendelsi 
to evacuate Holland before the end of JSovember. 

In 1801, Lieutenant-General Dundas was appointed Colonel 
of the North British Dragoons^ and was made Governor of 
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Fort George after the decease of Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; aud 
in 180^ was promoted to the rank of General in the army, Iq 
180^ General Dundas resigned the situation of Quarter*Master- 
General of the army, and was placed in the command of the 
Southern District^ viz. Kent and Sussex ; in 1804 he was 
appointed Governor of the Royal Hospital at Chelsea^ and Knight 
of the Bath. In 1805 the General was, from indisposition^ 
under fiie necessity of resigning the command of the Southern 
District; and on the 1 8th of March^ 1809, he received from his 
Sovereign a most gratifying distinction and reward for long and 
arduous services, in being appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
the armies of Great Britain, on the resignation of the Duke of 
York ; and in the same year, the g5th, or regiment of riflemen, 
now styled the Riile Brigade, was presented to him. 

Having continued iti full authority at the Horse-Guards for 
two years, with the entire satisfaction of the ministry and &e 
army, the veteran General finding the infirmities of age required 
a retreat from the burdens of office, he obtained permission to 
resign the high appointment, which he accordingly did on the 
£6thof May 1811. 

'f he next mark of Royal favour the General received was the 
presentation of the^lst, or King's regiment of Dragoon Guards, 
which circumstance took place on the 27th of January, 18 IS. 

Sir David Dundas is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General Officers; one of the Commissioners of the Royal Military 
College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 

16.^ Gbneral Sib Robert Abbrcbombv, G. C. B. 

This office entered the service, in July, 1758, as an Ensign* 
in the 44th foot. He served in North America till thie peace 
of 1763 ; he was present as a volunteer at the battle of Ticon- 
deroga, 8tfa July 1758; at the siege of Niagara, and in the 
action in which a corps of the enemy, that attempted to raise the 
siege, was defeated; at the reduction of Fort Levi^ and at 
Montreal, when the French army laid down their arms and 
surrendered the colony. In 1759, he received a Lieutenancy, 
and, in 1761, a company in the 44th. He remained with that 
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corpSy id Canada, till the peace of 1763^ when, beii^ the 
youngest Captain, he was reduced on balf-paj with the lOth 
company ; but soon after succeeded to a vacant company^ and 
served in Ireland till 1775. In 177^, he received a Majority 
in the iS^ud^ and, in 1775, a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 37th 
foot. 

He served in North America from the commencement of 
1776, till the peace of 1783 ; and was present at the battles of 
Brooklyne, Brandy wine, and Germ^ntowh ; also at the. siege of 
Charlestown, and at Yorktown, when it was attacked by the 
French and American armies and surrendered to them.. The 
15th of February, 1781, he received the rank of Colonel, and 
was appointed Aid-de-Camp to His Majesty ; 12th of October, 
1787, he received the Colonelcy of the 75th foot. 

From September, 1788, till the middle of April, 1797, he 
served in India; and, in January, 1790, he succeeded the late 
General Sir William Medows in the government of Boipbay, 
and in the' chief command of the army on that establishment: 
the 28th of April, of the same year, he received the rank of 
Major-General . He was present at the reduction of Carcron, 
the surrender of Tippoo's army in that quarter, and the fall of 
the province of Malabar. In 1792, he joined Lord Com- 
wallis before Seringapatam, where soon after peace was con- 
cluded with Tippoo. In 1793, he succeeded Lord Cornwnllis 
in the chief command of the army in India ;. and was present at 
the action at Batina, in Rohilcund, where the Rohillas were 
totally defeated. 

The 26th of January, 1797, he received the Brevet of Lieu- 
tenant-General; and in December was appointed on the Staff 
in North Britain; but was compelled to resign that . situation 
from a severe complaint in his eyes, contracted in IncHa, from 
the effects of which he still suffers. The 29th of April, , 1802, 
he received the Brevet of General, and has since been appoii«ted. 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle, which government, togetlier 
.witb the Colonelcy of the 75th foot, he now holds. 
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17. General James CoATES. ^ 

This officer entered the service in the y^ar i755, ^s an 
Ensign in the 19th /oot, which regiment he joined at Dundee in 
April following. In 1757^ it was augmented to two battalions^ 
and the second subsequently became the 66th foot (Colonel La- 
fausells). Ensign Coates was attached to this regiment. On the 
24th of August) 17^1^ he succeeded to the rank of Captain- 
Lieuteuanty and the 2d of April, 1762, to a company. Hitherto 
this officer had solely been employed on the Recruiting Service ; 
he now embarked with his regiment for Ireland^ and from thence 
to the West Indies. The 3d of October, 1766, he purchased 
the Majority of his regiment, and after remaining ten years in 
the West Indies, brought it home. The 11th of September, 
1765, he obtained the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel by Brevet, 
and the 26th October, 1775, he purchased the Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of the 19th foot. A Brigade was subsequently 
formed, consisting of the 3d, 19th, and 30th regiments, under 
Colonel Gould, which sailed for America, and landed at 
Charlestown, South Carolina, where Lieutenant-Colonel Coates 
was appointed Brigadier-General. He was slightly wounded 
in America. Some time after (the American war drawing to a 
conclusion) this Brigade was ordered to the West Indies, and 
this officer continued with the igth foot at Jamaica, almost the 
whole time it was there stationed ; and shortly after its return to 
England, was appointed Major-General on the Continent of 
Europe. The 1 6th of May, 1781, he had received the Brevet 
of Colonel, and the 28th of April, 1790, that of Major- 
General. He served as Major-General at the Camps of Warley 
and Sheemess, under the Marquess Townshend and the 
Duke of Richmond ; and subsequently at Plymouth and Truro 
under Lord George Lennox. The 20th December, 1794, he 
was appointed Colonel of the 2d foot ; Lieutenant-General' 
the 26th of January, 1797; and General the 29th of April, 
1802. 

18. General Sir Alured Clarke, G. C. B. 

This officer was appointed Ensign in the 50th foot, 20th of 
March, 1755 j Lieutenant, 10th of May, 176O; Captain in tht 
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5th foot, 7tb of J,anuary, 1767 ; Lictitcnant-Colonel 7th foot, 
lOtb of March, 1777 ; Colonel by BreTet, l6th of May, 1781; 
Major-General, 2Bth of April, 1790; Colonel of the 5th foot, 
23th of October, 1794; Lieutraiant-Gei^eral in the East Indies, 
3rd of May, 17.^6 ; Lieutenant-General in die army, £dth of 
January, 1797 ; Colonel of the 7th foot, 2 Jst of August, 1801 ; 
and General, 29th of April, 1 802. 

Sir Ahired Clarke served in the East Indies ; he was infested 
with the coniaiand of the army that captured, under the ordsrs 
of the late General Craig, the Cape of Good Hope. Sir 
Alured arrived only during the unexpected struggle with the 
Dutch. 

Sir Alured Clarke is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General Ofiicers. 

His services have been recompensed by the Colonelcy of the 
7th foot, and his appointment to the Order of tlie Bath, as a 
Knight Grand Cross. 

19* Gbneral Sir Samuel Hulse. 
This officer entered die army 17th December, 17^1, as an 
Ensign in the Ist foot guards ; in August, 1769> he obtained his 
Lieutenancy in the same regiment, with the rank of Captab ; 
and, in April, 177^* a compnny with the rank of Lieutenant* 
Colonel; in 1780, he was a. ir>ointed lieutenant-Colonel in his 
regiment, and employed durmg iLc riots of that year ; the 20di 
of November, 1 782^ he receWpd the Brevet of Colonel. The 
25th of Febniary, 1793, he embiiked, in command of the 1st 
battalion of his regiment^ and landed in Holland ; the 5ik of 
March, 1793, he encamped before Valcnciemies; the 2nd of Jane, 
:|fter the surrender of the latter place, he marched to Dunkirk* 
On their route the brigade of guards^ under Lord Lake^ were 
ordered, ISth of August, to support the Dutch forces at lin- 
celles, on which occasion this officer was directed to arrange 
Uie mode of attack. The guards returned from Dunkirk, and 
proceeded to Engle Fontain to support the Austrian army. On 
the 12th of October, this officer received the rank of Major- 
General, and, having no command, Jie returned to England in 
November of the same year. 
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In May^ 1794| he was appoiated to command Ae brigade of 
guards serving in Flanders; and on die 3rd of June lie j<Kned 
the annjr at Toumay : some partial actions took place during 
his command of the brigade. He left the guards in canton- 
ments near Arnheim/ on the Rhine, and early in January, 179^^^ 
be. arrived in England. In May, he received the Colonelcy of 
the b.6th, and was placed on die Home Staff, where he conti* 
nued until 1798 ; from, the 56th regiment be was removed to the 
19th foot. The l8tx>f January, 1798, be received the rank of 
Lieutenant^General. In June, during the rebellion in Ireland, 
he was ordered with two brigades to proceed to Waterford ; in 
November, he ietumed to England, and resumed bis command 
on the Staff; in Atfgust, 1799, he was' appointed to conunand 
in the expedition to the H elder. He 'was present at all the 
edgagements from 19th of September, to 6th efOotoher.; but at 
one only held any command, viz. on ihe €nd of October, to 
proceed with the grenadier battalion' of the guards to reinforce 
the ceiftre o£ the army. He j-etuvned with 4he expedition in 
November, 1799^ and was appointed to the command of the- 
Scmtbem District, in the room of the kte Lord Grey, in which 
situation rhe coutiuaed until, the peace of 1602. llie £dtfa of 
Sepfeeasber, 1803, he received ihe rank of General ; the 24di of 
February,. 1806, he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor Si 
Chelsea Hospital ; .and the ddth of June, 48 lO, Colonel of the 
62nd foot 

The services of Ais officer bave been rewarded by the two 
latter appointments, viz. the Lieutenant-Governorship of Chel- 
sea Hospital, and 4he CSolonelcy of Ibe &txA r^itnent, both 
fisbich situations he continues to hdkl. -' 

* SO. G£N£RAL Sir ^ Jamc^ SprsuARTi B^rt. 

This officer entered the «esvice at 16 years of age, 17th of 
March, 1761, and having received a m%taqr education in Ger- 
many, be was immediately fit for -Mrvice* He obtained a Cor- 
Netcy in the Ist, or Royal Ferment of dragoons, ftom bis preseiit 
Majesty without purchase. He served in the campaigns of ^ 76 1 
and 176€l, in die above regiment, n^ith 4he allied army J^ <Ser- 
jsmtiy, commanded by Prince Ferdinand* From 9 Conietcy be 
«. if. Cah L ^ a 
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was ajj^inted hy piivcliMe^ to « compass in tiie lO&ih or Queen's 
Rojfft] Highlftudeifj by commission da^ ISth of January, 1703. 
That regiment having be^ reduced in the year following^ Sir 
ttames 9^in went abroad^ and after travelling on the continent^ 
in^Prance and Xierniany, he^ in 1766, succeeded by purchase to 
a troop in the 5th or Royal Irish dragoons, then stationed in Ire- 
land, by commission dated 18th of Juike. In the year 1769, Sir 
James Steuart was appointed aid-de-camp to Lord Townsbeod^ 
then Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ; and in the year 177^ obtained 
a Majority by purchase in the ISth regiment of dragoons, by 
commission dated 6th of November. In 1775, without any 
solicitation 0h his part, he wad transferred to the Majcurity of the 
1st regiment of Irish horse, now the 4th dragoons-guards, that 
step having been looked upon as promotion and a favour con- 
ferred upon faixii, conimi8si<»i dated 26th of September 1775, 
The year following, 1776, the 13th dragoons were converted 
into light cavalry^ when Sir James Steuart was pointed oiit for 
the pur<;hase of the Lieutenmit-Colonelcy of that regiment, lo 
which he suceeeded accordinglyi by commission dated 15th of 
Juljr, 1776; he then obtained the brevet rank of Cdonel, cona- 
mission dated £Qtb of l4ovember> 1782< In 1788 it was thought 
advisable to improve the system of discipline in the cavalry of 
t8e army, and orders were issued to the Irish government to 
asseitible, in the garrison of Dublin, large detachments from each 
regiment of cavalry on that establishment, the late Sir William 
Pitt being Commander-in-Chief in Ii'eland.-*-Sir James had the 
honor of beiog nominated to that command, md bis orders were 
to form an improved system of interior discipline, economy, and 
field movements for the cavaliy; and from time to time to re«- 
port his proceedings. Tlie4ietachments were assembled accord- 
ingly, early in the spring of 1788, and along with them the 13ih 
light dragoons, to> whicb Sir James Steuart wiis Lieutenant- 
Colonel, making in all about' 16 troops of cavalry, and, having 
the assistance of two Mayors and an adequate Staff. The com- 
mand of the garrison of Dublin also fell to Sir James,, and 
which he held dhring the somm^rs of 1788 and 1789* His pro* 
ceedmgs met with, tl^ approbation of Sir William Pitt, ^ alao 
of his Excellency the Lord^Lieutenaat, who signified it in orderSf 
in a manner from which Sir James has since derived honor and 
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idnuitage. Bis syitem, particttlaiiy of fidd aiovementsi, has 
been adopted without alteration ; but bM been more completely 
defined and arranged b; General Sir David Dimdaa^ and is now 
enforced by order of his Majesty* The ]€th regiment of Ught 
dragoons, falling vacant by the death of the late Lieutenant- 
General the Honorable Lane Parker^ Sir James Steuartwas 
appointed by his Majesty Colonel of that regiment, by commis' 
sion dated 9th of Noveooiber^ 1791 • 

In autumn, 179^9 he was ordered with his regiment to Tou- 
lon, where he was to have been appointed to serve as Brigadier- 
General ; but the promotion of October in .that year having 
given him die rank of Major^jheneral, and the Staff at Toulon 
being coniplete, be was disappointed ot that service. In the 
year following Sir James was appointed to the Staff of the late 
Marquess of Comwallis> and to the command of the cavalry 
belonging to the British army, which was to have joined a Prua* 
sian subsidy^ supposed to aet on the Meuse ; but which subsidy 
did not come forward as was expected, and Sir James was 
again disappointed. He was placed,. in the mouth of Septem- 
ber/on the Staff in Scotland, and there named to' die super*- 
intendance of the cavalry, and to take particular charge of the 
fermation and discipline of the PenciUe cavalry in that country, 
which he commanded in camps in the summer, 1795, 1796^ 
and 1797- 

In autumn, 1797» serious disturbances existing in Ireland^ 
he Was promoted to the local rank of Ueutenant-General in diat 
country ; and was there appointed by warrant to command the 
fiottthem District, comprehending the province of Munsiter, 
tnen in a greater state of dbturbance than any other in Ireland ; 
and his arrangements restored that district to a state of tran* 
^illity, not known to atiy other district of that kingdom, during, 
the year 1798 - the measures were not those of violence, and the 
resdit proves that they were not pusillanimous. The first step 
taken by Sir James Steuart, with the sanction of government, ob- 
tained through Sir Ralph Abercrombie, then Commander in Chief, 
was to siispend the audiority given to military officers to act as 
justices of the peace} and to- direct .their attention more iname*- 
diately to their military funetiotts ; calling ihi the civil magis^ 
tiates to come forward^ ind exercise their own authority, widi 



firmness and justice* From tbi$ Sjr Jm»si foitod ibe moit- 
material hent^ts ; the sjateiaiuLTiiig' in. general been, well: siip^ 
ported bj the Qiagiatfate8x>f the Soathern District* The' Lieu* 
teaaiit-GeneralV/nex^. object was to obtain^ a^ much as- possible,- 
the assistance .-ef the ye!Ojaianry.aQd:ieohtnteersy th^n con^utiag of 
nearlj 17^000 menj helopgiog to -theSautbeni. District; aDd 
^hOf. pwing to the dis.tiirbtaac.e8Lnot having then hrokea out iata 
actual rebelUon, had not been icall^ forth bj the authority of go<H, 
it^nmeot. Sir Japies Steiiart addressed theseL^cprpsi through the 
HYedium of the gieneral officers conunaodingdiviQions of the South* 
" em District, and proposed to them, to concert two da^r's exer- 
cise in th€i week, for. which they received pay^ into two night's 
duty ; (see Sic James Steu^t's cirquW letter to generfd officecs,. 
' dbted^Mallow^ 19th MiMrch^ 17QQ^ hereamtexedO This proposal, 
heii^ evidently for the adyaiitage of the country and the best 
means of restoring peace, was sopn uoiversslly adopted and car* 
ried into effect, X^ce the letter of the£arl of Dqnottghmore 
addressed to Major-General Myers, dated Cork, ISth March,, 
l7P8j ahoani^exed,) withgreat activity, ajrangementsbdpgmade 
I^ Sir James Steuartin order to form night paitroles of yeomaBiy 
safeguards. The patroles were conducted with great regularity 
and activi^^and were, in general, headed by noblemen and gen- 
tlemen of the first respectability and rank . in the country; lo 
whose exertions and spirit sufficient praise cannot be given. 
There was not an act of unnecessary violence cooamitled by 
^ them during their ^service ,* and all night-assemblies of 4i^ur- 
' bers of the. peace were thereby effectually :suppi'es86d; the .re- 
gular military force, which till then had been dispersed, was col- 
lected vand made more effecti^iL Those arrangemfiuts wsere 
' communicated to Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and were iiigUy ap- 
I proved of by faim^ which approbation. he expressed^ in Mrmasiflt 
^uivocal,inhislelt«r addressed to.SirJameaSteuart and dated 18th 
l^ai^ch, 1798. Imraediatdy Jbefore Sir Ralph Abercrombie left 
the command of the army in Ireland, he had concerted a plan, 
MrhichheconununicatedtoSirJames Steuart,for putting districts,' 
particularly disturbed, under a military conlrHbtttion ; by inteHPidu- 
cing into them troops living at free quarters. This system was 
by many objected to, on account ol (ha f depredations jt night 
lead to^ and the rehxiition it wouldomiiio&ia the discipUaeof tba 
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trdopi. Bylbe an^ngements made by Sir James Steuart tbese 
'Objections 'irere obviated ; a regular -ration was £xe9 - npfon Yor 
each^maOy and for each horse employed on that service. The 
rtroops^ere-to' be assembled in towns and viHages, and' officers 
•stationed in the houses wilJhthe soldiers ^ the provisions were to, 
be cdkcted 'by the' magistrates^ who were also^^^ instructed to l€t 
the burden fall wh^e it was- most deserved ; and the provisions 
so JcoHected "were to be delivered to the troops at state'd periods^ 
aeccMxIing to refgUlar rations, and undef-the direetibn of the ma- 
gistrates; the soldiers being kept 'in discipline, and prevented 
•/nom marauding or committing any • outrage. Such free quarter- 
<iagwaanot taken- off until perfect order wias restored 'to the 
•district so4}uaftered upon : arid the good conduct of the troopsre- 
-condled the iiriiabitants to the soldiery. On Sir Jalnes Steuart 
taking the comnllincf of the Southern district, he put- a stop to all 
arbitrary punishment being inflicted' upon the inhabitants ;^btum>- 
ing of houses, &c. : and, during the exercise of martial law in 
'the 'Southerh district^ 'n6 criminal was capitally convicted, ex- 
eept by a regular military tribunal or courtmartial, consisting df 
'a preddent and twelve members ; the whole of wbich proceed- 
ings received >'the approbation of the govemment^of Ireland. 
See the subjoined e&tract of Lord Castlereagh's letter, dated Ihe 
~26d} of June 1798; and addressed to Sir James Steuart; . On' the 
br^aking-out of the rebellien in the month of May, 179B,'and 
Ae-County- of Wexford, which was not in Sir James's district, 
being taken complete possession of by the Tebels,-and all>com- 
munic^on between the seat of government andthe Sotithem 
district bdng cut off by them,' Sir James Steuart^ of Ins awn 
accord, instantly ordered ^Major-General Johnson,^ with about 
3,600 men^ and a train of artillery large in proportion, to march 
to the right bank of the river Barrow, there to cover the Soiitt 
em district, and to act as ' might appear to him of most ad- 
vaQlq;e fortbekingdomtat large. Major-General Johnson having 
tdkencpossession of the town of New Ross, was there . attacked^ 
and- defeated the rebels^ on theath of June. The success of 
these operations is well. known: four regiments of infantry 
were afterwards ordered out of the Southern district^ by com- 
n^and of the V late General Lord Lake, then comnoiaiiding the. 
forces by order dated Dublin^ 5th of June. Their march was.. 



510 ^mscO^' 

delayed far a short time by Sir JaftM Sfww^- for reiisoot which 
be thought necess^i^, and which wer« ^taled^ l^t tb^ 8don 
afterwards proceeded ^od reinforced Lord Lake al Vineger^HiU. 
Ou the 1 0th of JunCj Sir Jamee Steuart received ordera^KMB 
General Lord Lake to forward the late X«icutenant-General Sir 
John Moore from Bandop towards the County of We]i^foiKl along 
wjth his light brigade, consisting of about 1800 men, and artillery 
in proportion. They were n^arched the sume evening; and the 
next day, the 11th, that brigade arrived iu time tp daftat die 
rebels at Foulks Mill, on the IStbof the same n»Qnth, afiar a 
march of ISO miles performed in seven days^ also takisg^ pos- 
session of the town of Wexford^ on the 2Ut, before tbe^ arrival 
of troops from any ether quarter* Vide extmct of Sir J^n 
Moore's letter stibjoined. Sir Jamei*s local rank as Lieutenant* 
<?enenilwas confirmed by the promotion of 1st January, 170B, 
j^nd he was appointed a General ill the army on the 95lh of 
September! 1903. 

From ipotives now unnecessary to enter into, and Uie rebet- 
lion in Ireland having} by the proclamation of the Marquees of 
Comwallis, been declared at an end. Sir James was induced to 
offer to His Majesty bis resignation of the Staff in thai king* 
dom, which was graciously received. 

Sir James Sleuart's rank in the service, having since in a gf^eal 
degr^pi^qluded bun from ordinary service, hebas remained, with 
r^grtt^an un willing spectator of the Wonderful military sncceases 
which have since crowned the annals of the Britisb Empire* 

The 12th of January, 16 Id, be was removed from the Ifidi 
Light Drtigopns to the Colonelcy of his present legimeDl tbe 
£d, or Royal Y<Mrk British) J)ragoons. 

CiBCULABj to the General Officers in the Southern District 

of Ireland. 



^' Sir, '' MaHow, IStli March, 1790- 

** It having been represented to me by som^ respectable gen- 
tlemen, living in yonr division of the southern district, tliat 
disturbances exist in many parts of it ; that gentlemen's housed 
have been attacked and plundered of armi^^ and^ nightly 
meetings held ; and it being evident Aat nothing vrili' more 



SIR J AUKS STEU ART. s 1 1 

■ • 

^flbetttaRy put a stop to such dkluHbances^ ttmn the lawful ex- 

^eitiMs'oftlieihiagistrfttesyWkh the assistance of the yeomauiy 

tadv6luiifeersof*thecounti7, (raised for the very purpose of 

givftfi^stnmgtfa to the civS power ;) I beg you will communicate 

'wMiottt delay, to the gentlemen commanding yeomanry and 

^^olulrteer corps, (hat I strongly recommend it to them : and 

thai it ft my earnest wish for - the general good and restoration 

'Of^rder, as well as for the protection of private individuals and 

their i>roperty, thtit the ^^ercise of the yeomanry and volun- 

teers/.for two days in the week, shotdd be converted into night 

phtivlei, ^ways aoeottpanied by a ctvil magistrate or constable ; 

4ha| the patnole of eaeh corps should be confined to tiieir own 

district ; Aat they ahall be made tfiree or four nights in the 

iw^eky oiroftener aecordmg to the strengtfi of thefcorps : dividing 

each corps into so many patrotes, none connsdng of less than 

12,.^In this manner a corps, cotisisting of S6 only, can patrole 

six nights jjn the week, which is but two nights' service, within 

4b«t period, to each man. It is furAef recommended, that 

where theyeomaniy, in auyoM district,, consists of both cavalry 

and infantiy, that the patrole shall be composed of a certain 

number of each; whereby the infantry will be protected by the 

cavalry in an open country, and the cavalry by the infantry in 

acloseone^ The strictest injunctions must be given to the 

patroles never to violate the law ; to protect innoceilce^ and 

never to oflfetid it^ to be severe, where severity is unavoidably 

necessary; but to discriminate, as far ds possible, the, innocent 

from the guilty. The times of patroles must be at uncertain 

hours, and frequently be changed, as well as the routes the 

patroles take ; both of whic)i must be much determined by 

good information received, of where and when disturbances are 

most likely to exist ; always observing one general rule for all 

patroles, that they never return by the same road by which they 

we«t out. If the disturbances of the country are of such a 

tttujre as tq i^equire stronger patroles,. the fraquency dfthem 

must Ve diminished jin proportion to the weakness of the corps. 

JHo doubt is eotertained that, by the adoption of this ^ plan, if 

fiirried oo^ wit)i persevierance, activity^ discipline, moderation, 

aod jostic^ji tl^ disturbances, of the country will shortly subside, 
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aod*goo4' order be once more re^eslaUished.-^^you will b€'9o 
good M to request the gendemeny to 'whctm you Gommu- 
nicate my wishes on this subject, to give you aa wswer, for 
my ioformatioo, whether or not they agree to this plan/ in order 
that I may transmit such answers to government. ' You may 
also observei to the gentlemen to whom you write, that the 
assistance of the military shall always be granted to them, to 
support them* upon emergencies ; butlhatit is not comstent 
with the attention ' which must be paid to the discipline of the 
troops, to disperse them in small parties' over the country : the 
evil consequences which may attend such a meastfre nhist be 
evident to every pisrson. When th^ are therelbre csUed upon, 
to lend. assistance for the suppression of any diftudmnce, they 
must return to their eetsblisbed station immediately after such 
service is performed, which you will be so. good as to attend t^ 
in ^our division of tbe district. You will sdso^ be so - good as 
to request the gentlemen who command yeomanry radvoluateor 
corps to report to you^ when any material occurrence takes 
pl9ce, during any patrolea of these corps. 

. "I have, SiAi. 

(Signed) '' Jamss Stsuabt, 

'' Lieut^GeneraL 

'' To Major-General, (now Sir Henry) Johnson, 
Major-General Eustace, 
Brigadier*General (the late Sir John) Moo&£y 
Major-General Sir James Duff^ 
Brigadier-General Hops, 

Major-General Myeks/* 

■ , 

Lord Viscount Donougbmobe> Captain of the Loyal Cork 
L^dn> in Answer to the foregoing Letter. 

" Cork, 1 6th March, 1798. 
" Sfr,^— «I hav^ haci the honour of your letter of this date, 
communicaiing ih^ orders of Lieutenant-General Sir James Steu- 
^rt^of the 13th instant, and diretting my immediate attention 
'.tbereta. It gire^ me no small satisfaction to be enabled to 
state, that the Loyal Cork Legion has anticipated the wishes 
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of the lieiitenaiit^Geiienl ; and my letto^ of die 15th iii9teiit> 
which I had the boaor to aead you, as the unanimous seiiae t^ 
my co^ps), having sitfficieDlly exprened their readuiesa to act, 
at' the shortest ootice^ wt such ^amamieras the .officer com* 
roandiiig His Majesty's tix>ops in* Ais garrison shall direct^ in 
support of the kws, for the protee^oo . of property, and tfie 
preservation of poUic peace;' U isonlyfiecessary for me bo% 
to reqjuest thai you infill havis the gpobdttess to refer ^ Lieuleiiabt* 
Genefal to this our dedarationi and to assnre him that he may 
rely ufien our best eiiBrtioiis to cany his phm into conqilete 
execution. But the lieuteoan^General having been . pleued 
to direct that the penions eontfnaa^ng yeomanry corps should 
communicate for bis information, : whe^r or nq^t .they agree to 
bis pl^n; in order that he may transmit sueh answers to gECrem- 
memt, I beg leave to express in my own name, and that of the 
corps which I have the honor to command^ that we agvte to 
it in .die fullest manner: and if I may' presume to mention the 
opinion of an individual, on a sul»|ect sb much considered by 
the Lieutenant-General, allow me to' addbowmucb I conceive 
bis plan is calculated to meet, the exigency of the present mo* 
ment. The alarm which has been spread so very extensively, 
appears to me to be rather the cause, of the dangerj to which 
we are thought to be exposed, than the consequence of it ; and 

• • * * * 

It IS my decided conviction that, whatever the danger may be, 
it will retire before those. who are disposed to look it boldly in 
the face. 1 speak from some little experience of my own in 
a nejigbboaring coiinfy, where similar apl>feh^iisiQns .were en- 
tertained, and not without fo,endation ; and where the timely 
exertions of the resident geptlemen checked the evil at once, 
and restored perfect . order and tranquillity. Wherever the 
gentlemen are disposed for their present ease and immediate 
security to compromise with the disturbers of the public peace, 
there real dangers do exist; but it is of their own creation. 
The wisdom of the Lieutienant-Geoeral in thus commiftmg to 
the zeal aud exertions of tbeyeomaiiry corps the present contest 
with the disa£fectedland disorderly> strikes me on *this' priiiciple 
with pecidiar force. Every man of property being thuK inr- 
mediately pledged/ the event cannot be donbtAd. The injunc- 



tioiik never ti^vkkte the kwrs^whidi^m giveo wtdi 90 modi 
propiiely in the lieutenent-Genciral^s order*, I aifi certain I 
tiM never have occasion to inculcate in the corps which 1 
btiPe tfa6 honor to conunand. If to the svninary powers #ith 
whkb the nM^tmtiies are arm^d by the late acts, the circum- 
stafnces of the limes, er thcsr itvm inactivity in particular places, 
sbonld make it necessary to add any dung still more strong in 
die way of coercion, it is to die wisdom of the legidatnre, and 
not to die discretion of diA magistrates or miiitary oficer, that 
vi^ Kie to resort for such additiond severides< We shall best 
lecall the lower classes of the people, wherever they have been 
amled, to peace end good order, by setting them an- emmpM 
ef levensnce for die laws in onr own persons, and by our practice. 
* ^ It is partieidarly grattiying to me that it shooid &11 to the 
lot of die Loyal Cork Legion to take the lead, in the very neees- 
sttrydaly which the Lieutenant-General has dius recommended 
to the yeomam^ corps of your division s and I venture to pro* 
anse, that die report of the patrdes of to-morrow night, <rf 
vrfiidi I have diougbt it right to take the command myself will 
not be discreditable to the iababitaBtB of this -city and its ad- 
jmiing districft. I have, &c* 

(Signed) '' DoNovGHMORE^ 

'' first Captain Loyal Cork LcgioUi 
^ Mi^. Gen. Myers, &c. 8tc. fee.** 
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Extract from Sir Relph Abercrombie^s Letter to l^r James 

Stenart, dated lath March, 1798; 

^' Your proposal for die employment of die yeomanry and 
vplunteersj appears to me the most sensible and practical plan 
I have seen* I gave a copy of it to Lord Camden yejiterday/^ 

Extract from Lord Casdereagh's Letter to Sir James Steuart, 

dated 25di June, 1798. 

^^ His fkceUency the Lord Lieutenant highly approvea of 
your issuing the most positive orders^ agamst the indicdpn of 
punishment, under any pretence whatsoever, not anthorised by 
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tlfe orders of a geneml officer^ in pmiiatiGe of tKe M&liraeb trifa 

general court-oiartiai. ' - ' 

't .• • 

Extrad from Majoi^General (the late Sir John) Moore's Letter 
• to lieutenaQt^General Sir James Steaart^ 

** Camp» near Wexford, 94 Juae, 1798.. 
/' I reached Ross on the 18th ; on the IQtb we advanced to 
the firopcMed attack. The rebels were posted on a hill within, a 
coople of miles of the town, we marched in three columns, 
mine was the right, with orders to tiun their flank. . They uk 
peered drawn up, and I really thought they had made their 
minds up to stand a toish ; but when I got within cannon-«hot 
of them they began to retire,, and were very soon seen to h«ve 
totally abandoned their position; they wept in much haste, and 
in different directions. 1 followed to Old Ross ; inyadvaooed 
guard of yagers killed fifty or .sixty of them : Geoeral Johnson 
met me here, and marched with me to Carrick, but which we 
found abandoned: he returned to Old Ross^ but ordered me to 
proceed to Foulks Mill, where I should be joined next day by 
.the Queen's and 9&k from Duncaanoo ; I w^s thea to pjpocoiri 
to Taghmon, cutting o£F all communication between that and 
Clonsmines. I took post the night of the 19th, at the house and 
park of Mr. Sutton, near Took's Mill. Next morning I sent a 
strong detachment towards Tmtem and Clonsmines, to observe 
the country, and communicate with the troops expeeted fix>m 
Duncannon. The detachment returned without gaining intelli- 
geoce of the Queen-s or 29di ; I waited for them, till thre>e in^^he 
afternoon, when, concluding that a chaQge had prevented dieir 
march or disembarkation, 1 determined to proceed to Taghmon 
without them, that I OMght arrive on the day appointed, and in 
time to take up my gro|ind before dark. I had not marched. a 
mile when, at a phice called Gowsbridge, a large body of rebek 
were seen marching towards us. The advanced guard (the 60Qf) 
were directed to scatter and occupy them, whibt I got a couple 
of guns forward, and some light infantry formed on each side of 
thenp :' they came up very close to us, and fixed a colMr^ but 
were almost instantly driven ; dieir colpur tidce»| and i9ri;ed over 
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tke -bridge. -I'l^ermttted tiiein to b^'&llbwed Yio. farther ; 1 fa'^d 
mj goDs and baggage to guard ; and a body of tbem -were seen 
moving towards my left. I posted the light companies so as to 
prevent their again crossing the bridge, and sent some companies 
to' attack the body, which by this time had got upon my leit. 
The country was extremely woody and enclosed, and it was from 
^report only that I'coiild know what wa^ going on where I was 
not personally ; but I suspected, from a large body that stilf re- 
'msuned oh a height opposite the bridge, that their intention by 
'moving to the left, was to mkke me weaken the points first at- 
tacked, and then make a push upon it. I sent Majors Aylmer 
and Daniel with five companies to the left; but still remained 
myself, with iny cannon, in the neighbotirhood of the bridge. 
The fire however becoming hotter on the left, and Major 
•Anderson,' whom I had sent tliere to observe, returning and telling 
liie that affairs were serious, I put spurs to my horse and ar- 
riviki at a moment when the rebels, in vast crowds, were pressing 
us\ery hard ; the light infantry, from want of practice and experi- 
ence, had got huddled too much together. I got theili to extend 
and'take'advaritage of the ditches, and then, with a huzza, to make 
a push forward, which succeeded ; the others turned tail, and we 
followed close : they attempted once or twice to rally — it was 
too late. After pursuing them a great way, they separated and 
dispersed in all directions. I had some cavalry, but the country 
'was miich^too enclosed for them ; we had thirty or forty wound- 
ed 9Md ten killed. Major Daniel is amongst the former in the 
knee, and I fear for his leg ; yoiir friend Richardson behaved 
"^well, and his company suffered more than any of the light infan- 
tiy ; five companies of light infantry, and part of the 60th alone 
were engaged.. It is impossible to judge of the number of the 
rebels, they appear in clouds on different sides ; but information 
of several taken states vthem at 5 or 6000, with iSOO 'muskets. 
Their fire surprised me, it was well supported : JL can formrbut 
little idea of their killed: they lay scattercJd over the "^ field in 
great numbers as we were pursuing them. The account came 
to me of the arrival of the Queen's and 29th, under liord • Dal- 
housie, I sent them orders 'to bait in front of tbe-baggage>'wfaefe 
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the affair hfid begun : I returned there, and^ as it W^s eigh 
okrlock, took post for the oigfat. 

. '^ Next momingyontbe march to TaghmoD, two people met 
us wiUi a white iag, offering to surrender the town of Wexford 
upon terms,, security to their persons and properties. I had «o 
authority to enter upon terms, but I thought it right to take ad- 
vantage of the favorable disposition to gain the command of the 
town, and -save the numerous prisoners confined in it. I made 
no answer; but, instead of stopping at Taghmon agreeaWe 
tonoy orders, I proceeded to Wexford, .and took posts over -the 
town, and then, sent a detachment into it 4o release and protect 
the prisoners and weU-aflected ;. we saw crowds running from 
thd town as we approached it. On our arrival we found the 
rebels had plundered it, and had left only women and children ; 
I told them, who had sent the -proposals, that I refer^'ed them to 
Generals Johnson and Lake : in the mean time, the troops and 
cannon I had upon the lieights would jiecure them froniaU 
harm. Forty of the prisoners had been massacred the evening 
before ; tl|^ rest,, to the amount of some-hundreds, were to have 
been dispatched that day if wehad^iot.come forward. — I shall 
never perform so pleasing a service. I expect to b^ in particular 
favor with Lady Steuart, her brother was amongst those released, 
he had been twice on his knees, to be shot. 

^' The day folio whig arrived Genei^ls Lak;e, Jbhnsop, &c. 
2(c. For the affairs of £nniscarthy, Irefcir you to your Aid*de- 
Camj> Barrows," Sic. 8cc. See. 

(Signed) '^ Jo^in Moob,e.** 

«1. -General CAVENDt-SH Lister. 

This olQcer entered the army as a Cornet in the l6th regimertt 
of dragoons, the 2^nd of August, 1760 ; lie served at the battle 
of Warburg as a v<Munteer in the Marquess of Granby^s suite : 
he served in the ranks at the batde of Closler Camp, i6th of 
October, 1760, under his Serene Highness the Hereditary Prince 
of Brunswipk; 1st of April, 1761, he received an ^nAgocy in 
the 9rd foot guards, and the 5th of November -was appointed 
Assistant Quarter-Master-General on Lord Graaby's Staff. 
HeTcmained with the army juiitil its return to this country, and 



1VII8 tent, bj tlie Commandcir-iii-Cbief, Genend Cbnway^s com^ 
mands into Holland to prepare the marching routes of the 
anuy across the different branches of the Rhine at Amheim ai^d 
Nimeguen. The ]2tfa of March, 1768^ he received a Lieu- 
teeaoey ivith the rank of Captain, in his regiment; the £9th of 
April, 177S, he embarked ^ith the detachment of foot guards 
under General Matthew for America ; and was present at the 
taking of Long Island and York Island. He returned to 
England in the year )777y having been promoted to a company 
OB the l6th of January, with the rank of lijentenant-Colonel in 
his regiment; the IStb of September 1791y he was appointed 
Maj<Mr in Srd foot guards, iind the 1st of April, 1795, Lieuten^ 
antCSolonel; the 2£nd of April, 180^, he received the Colonelcy 
of die 45th foot ; tbe.lSdi of October, 1793^ the rank of Major- 
General; the 1st of January, 1796, that of Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral ; and the 25tfa of September, 1 803, that of General. — General 
lister has since been appointed Governor of Landguard Fort. 

. 22« General The Right HoNOEABLfi Alexander, 

Earl or Balcarrbs* 

Lord Balcarres entered the service on the 5th of July, 17679 
a^ an Ensign in the 53rd foot, which regiment be joined imme- 
diately after at Gibraltar. His Lordship obtained two years 
leave of absencel to travel on the Continent ; .was allowed to 
pass over the rank of Lieutenant, and was appointed to a com- 
pany in the 42d, the 28th of January, 1771; and to a Majority in 
the 53rd, the 9tbof December, 1 775. Lord Balcarres served three 
years in Canada and North Americaj^ under the late Generals 
Sir Guy Carleton and Burgoyne. He was present at the action 
at Trois Rivieres, 1st. June, 1776; commanded the light infantry 
of the aimy at Ti^onderoga and Hughbarton, die 7ch of July, 
1777 > >dso at Freeman's Farm the 19th of September, on the 
heiglits of Saratoga and Freeman's Farm with the command of 
|be advanced corps of the army, Brigmiier-General Fraser 
being killed in the actiotf of the 7tb of October. The 8th ot 
October bis Lordship was :^>pointed Iieutenant*Colonel of the 
24tb footj which regiment he accompanied to the interior of the^ 
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coustrfi it baviog been included in the convention of Sara- 
toga. 

On the death of Lieu tenant-General Fraser^ the 7l8t regiment 
consisting of , two battalions^ was formed into two separate and 
distinct regiments, viz. the Tlst, and die fid 71st, and Lord 
3alcarres was appointed Lieutenant^olonel Commandant of 
the £nd 7 1st, 13th February, 1782; that regiment was dis* 
banded in 1783, and his Lordship remained on half pay six 
years and a half. The 20th of November, 1782, he received 
the rank of Colonel, and a special commission to command in 
Jersey^ bis Lordship was charged for one year with the cor- 
respondence and communications with the aimies of la Vendue 
and les Chouans ; the £gth of August, 17899 he was appointed 
Colonel of the 63rd foot, his present regiment. 

The 12th of October, 1793, his Lordship received the rank 
of Major-Oeneral, and continued on the Staff at Jersey, from 
which he was removed to command the forces in Jamaica, when 
he was also placed at the head of the civil administration as 
Lieutenant-Governor. His Lordship had also a general mili- 
tary superintendence over the St. Domingo districts, nearest to' 
die Island of Jamaica. 

Lord Balcarres was present in the Maroon war. The 1st 
of January^ 1798, Lord Balcarres received the rank of Lieuten- 
ant-Gefneral : bis Lordship was on the Staff in the West Indies, 
six years and nine months; the 25th of September, 1803, be 
received the rank of General. 

23» Genekal the Right Honorable Charles, 

Earl of Harrington. 

His Lordship was .bom in 1753, and succeeded his fattier in 
1779 ; the latter was a General in die secvice, and commanded 
one of the troops of the eld Horse Guards. During die late 
King^s re^ be was Secreto*y of State, and sncceeded Philip, 
Earl of Chesterfield, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in 1747^ 
. The 3d of NovemberA I769f the present Lord obtained an 
Ensigncy in the Coldstream Guards, witli the rank of Lieu-' 
tenant ; and the 20th July, 1773, a company in the 29th foot, 



320 OtnttAlfi^ 

wbicli regiiai^iit be ymfA im its reUini (row Americt. in. 
December of that year, and had the command of the light 
copipai^y. General, the latte Sir William HoWe^ baviug inYented 
a .pet of maqceMvrea. for light infaBtry, Hia Majesty ^ordered 
iheii^to \ie practised, and for this purpose seven light .xxmi- 
panies^Mrere. assembled, at Sali^lyiry^ in the summer ^f 1774, 
ampng which was ^lat comipaoded by Lord Harrington (then 
liord Vis^ont Petersbani). As soon ^s fh^ light battalion -iras 
pei^fect in the man^uvresji His ^fajesty, inspected it on Salis* 
bury plain. Sir William . Ho\vjp> maiiosuyres were chiefly 
ii^tefidqd for |i woody .or close cquu|ry, in yvjiipb an army.quinot 
easily fiCf. ip line. Tbey were all done from .|he centre of 
bi^ttaliqns* grand divisions and s^bdi^isiona^ by doubjle Indiai^ 
files — they were six in number, In the beginning of 1776, 
his Lordship e xcb^ged jbis li^t company for the ^en;tdier 
coii\pany qf (he 29th. In February of that jefu* the regiment 
^mbark^ ^t X^batham, for Quebec, under the commfiud 0f 
Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick Qprdon, who the luune ^c^r was 
^ssaissinated in . panada pg pin Aipei;ican« The troops jon 
^riving in the b^on of Quebec^ were immediately ordered by 
General Sir Guy Carleton, the late Lord DorcUes^er, to )^ndf 
ii^hicb they effected, though cs^nnpnacjed fromvtlie battery ^ect- 
ed .by the Americans on Point Levy. As soon as the men 
were I'efreeh^^ |he original garrison^ consisdiig of one compapy 
€jS the 7lh foot^^on^e recruits fpr the 26th, the Royal Higblaod 
Emigrants, the marines of a frigate ^nd /ilqpp of war, which had 
lain all the winter in the Cul-de-Sac, the seamen formed into 
;a battalion, jthe English ^nd French inh^ibitants in two corps, 
'With a few artillery-men, and the ne;Bv trQQps, in all not 4000 
men, marched out to attack the American hutted camp on the 
plains of Afaraban. The latter formed in tine of battle, but 
after a few volliea from the British, they Aed in «very direction.- 
13ie remainder ^f the ^th arrived a few days aiiter, «Bd did - 
4l|ity in Quebee till the arrival of the army from Europe, uoder 
the coaunandof^the late) General Burgoyne, when the whole was* 
^ordered up the riiiser Sl Lawrence, in pursuit of the Americans. 
On the dth.of June, .the Americans attempted to cutoff the 
Upopsinjbe toivn.of T/ois Rivieres, which they thought was 
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occupied by a small 'bocfy of men^ but tfaej met with a warm 
reception from the flank companies of the Otb^ 2 1 st, ^4tb| €9thy 
Slst^ ^4th; 47th, 53d, and 62nd regin^ents, and retreated into 
^he woods.. 

The S4th regiment, ten companies of grenadiers, ^nd the 
-sfime number of light infantry, were formed into an advanded 
brigade under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Simon 
Fraser, of the 24th foot, appointed Brigadier-General. Thi« 
brigade landed at Sorel, and pursued the Americans up the 
river Richelieu to Chamblee, and Fort St. John, at which 
place the latter embarked in batteauxfor the Isle aux Noix. The 
' advanced brigade encamped at Fort St. Johnr, till such time as 
boats and vessels could be got to follow the Americans. 

As soon as the armament was completed, part of the 29th 
regiment embarked on board the ships of war, as marines, and 
on the 11th and 13th of October actions took place between 
the British fleet under Commodore Crew, Admiral Pringle, 
and the Americans, commanded by General Arnold, in all of 
which the British were victorious. The advanced and 1st 
-brigades, with the artillery and remainder of the 29th, were in 
batteaux, and soon joined the fleet at Crown Point, where the 
29th detachment had landed and taken. post in the ruins of 
Tort Frederick. The army immediately encamped, but the 
weather setting in very cold and stormy, Sir Guy Carleton 
thought proper to defer the attack of Ticonderoga. till the 
following spring. The army re-embarked and sailed the 2nd 
of November, the fleet bringing up the rear. 

On arriving in Canada the army was ordered into winter 
quarters. The advanced brigade was cantoned on both banks 
of the? river St. Lawrence, from Montreal downwards, liord 
♦Petersham's company was quartered at Verchere. The remain- 
der of th€J>29th regiment was garrisoned at Montreal. 

Inf the spring of 1777> Gieneral Burgoyne was appointed to 
c6nJmand a detachment of Sir Guy Carleton*s army, destined 
to cross lake Cham plain, for the attack of Ticonderoga, 
and to eflect a junction with the southern army. This gallant 
army, after encountering the greatest difficulties, and disputing 
ever'y inch of ground with the Americans, infinitely superior in 
R. M. Cat. I. X 



nimibery.MrM obliged to throw doMfo their arms by the conventioii 
of Saratoga. During this active campaign Lord Petersham 
acted as an Aid-de-Camp to General Burgoyoe^ and bis services 
in that arduous capacity were particularly noticed by the uofor- 
tiinate General. Indeed his Lordship was on the 0)0^ intimate 
footing with all the generals and other officers, partic|ilarly Bri- 
gadier-General Fraser, who died of the wounds he received in 
the action of the 7th of October. 

After the disastrous issue of the caoip^gn^ Lord Petersham 
was sent to England with General Burgoyne's dispatches^ by the 
way of ^ew York. Duplicates of the dispatches were sent by 
Quebec, entrusted to the care of General Sir James Henry 
Graig, then a captain in the 47th foot. 

Shortly after his Lordship's arrival in London, he purchased, 
16th January, 1778, a company in the foot guards. 

It being evident that the French meditated an attack' on Qur 
West India possessions. Letters of Service were issued to 
raise a number of new regiments, one of which was given to hia 
Lordship^ who soon completed if'as the 85th, and shortly after 
embarked with it as Lieutenant- Colonel-Commandant (his com- 
mission bearing date the 30th of August, 1780) foi Jamaica. 
Major-General (the late) Sir Archibald Campbell was at that 
time governor of the Island, and, assisted by his Lordship, (now 
£arl of Harrington,) he, modelled bis little army, sent for the 
defence of one of the gems in the British Crown, if| a masterly 
manner.. In the arrangement his Lordship was made a Briga- 
dier-General, with the command of the flank copipanies of all 
the regiments. 

The 85th was commanded by Major Phipps (now Geoend 
Lord Mulgrave). The great mortality which prevails more or 
leas, in the West Indies, particularly in the time of war, soon 
reduced the gallant corps sent from England to a small number. 
The 85th, one of the finest ever landed on any of our tropi- 
cal Islands, suffered severely ; and his Lordship's health, from 
bis great military exertions^ being injured, he returned to 
England, accompanied by Lady Harrington, who had voluntarily 
insisted on sharing the fortunes of her husband amidst the dangers 
of the sea, the perils of war, and the unhealthiness of the West 
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Indies. The remaitM of the 85tb^ (after drafting such of the 
t mien, as were fit for service) most of .the officers, with many 
others, were embarked on board the Ville de Paris. The 
dre'adful fate of that splendid trophy of the immortal Rodney is 
too well known.' 

On Lord Harrington's return to England he met with A most " 
gracious reception from his Majesty, (whose discernment in 
military matters, and attention to deserving officers, form con- 
spicuous traits in his illustrious character) who was pleased to 
nominate him, 20th of November, 1762, one of his Aides^e- 
Camp, which gave him the rank of Colonel in the arn^. 

On thfe death of Lieutenant-General Calcraft, Colonel of the 
65th foot. His Majesty gave, 12th of March, 1783, Lord Hbr- 
rington that regiment, which he immediately joined, and on its 
being ordered to Ireland, he embarked with it. While on Dublia 
duty be had the command of that garrison, and possessed the con- 
fidence of the Duke of Rutland, then* Lord-Lieutenant, in an 
eminent degree. 

It was during this time that General Sir David Dundas, then 
Adjutant-General of the army, in Ireland, wished to bring fof^ 
ward the system of tactics which is now adopted in our service* 
ItfOrd Harrington, whose knowledge of the military art was 
inferior to none of his standing, approved highly of it, and imme- 
diately, with the Duke of Rutland's approbation, tried it with the 
6$tb : die progress that corps made in it, and>the evident utility 
to be derived therefrom in execution, steadiness, celerity, and 
order, was fully exemplified at the time, which induced other regi- 
ments to follow its example, so that shordy after it became general 
inbothkmgdoms* In June, 1792, it was, by His Majesty's orders, 
directed to be implicitly followed by every regiment in the setvice. 
The 65th being ordered to America in 17B5, bis Lordship 
obtained his Majesty's permission to return to England, 

In the month of January, 1788, Lieutenant-General Tryon, 
Colonel of the 29th regiment, died^ the first notice of which his 
Lordship received by an express from Sir George Yonge, Secre- 
tary at War, notifying that His Majesty had been pleased to 
s^pointhim, (2dtfa January, 1788) Colonel of the 29th, as he 
knew it was what his Lordship much wfshed for. ^us very 



flattering' atteotion of bis .Royal Master originated ^rom* Lord 
Harrington having asked for the 29th; some years before^ on the 
cjeaith of its then Colonel, Lieutenant>^eneral Evelyn. . > 

In the suifuner of 179^, a camp was formed on Bagshot 
Heath, consisting of the following regiments of infantry ; 2d, dd> 
14th. and 29th, a detachment of artillery, and two regiments of 
light dragoons. The infantry was formed into two brigades, the 
first commanded by Lord Harrington, and the second by Colonel 
(t^e. late General) Fox ; both these officers had the temporary 
rank of Brigadier- General. General the Duke of Richmond 
commanded the whole. 

: Jhe fifth of December, 1792, His Majesty was pleased to 
coitfer an additional mark of his regard on Lord Harrington, 
by appointing him Colonel of the First regiment of Life Guards, 
)iriih the Gold Stick. 

. The 12th of October, 1793, his Lordship received the brevet 
9^ Msgor-General. During the campaigns in Flanders, his 
Lordship applied to His Majesty, tliat he might be sent with 
bi.s're.giment to serve under His Royal Highness the Duke of 
y^oxY ; but Lord Harrington's appointment of Gold Stick 
renrcl^red it incompatible. Shortly after thisrHis Majesty wishing 
\Q be^i^ade acquainted with certain proceedingsi on the continent, 
apd^prob^afoly to convey his own ideas respecting the operations 
pf the: army, particularly the British, sent Lord Harrington on- 
a^prj^ate mission to th.e Duke of York, with whom he remain- 
ed, .for a short time.*. The 1st of January, 1793, his Lordship 
received the brevet of Lieutienant-General, and was employed 
fs second. in. C0nin;i9f)fl on the London Staff, His Royal High- 
ness l/ield-Marshal .the; . Pu)c^ , pf . Gloucester being first. His 
Lord$hjp w^s soon after appointed a Privy Counsellor : the 25th 
9£ Septeinl;»er, 1803, he received the.brevet of General, and sub- 
sequently was appointed Governor of Windsor. > 

The present sword of the army .w,as first introduced by Lord 
!(}ari'ington, adopted by. the Duke, of York in' the Coldstream- 
Quards, of* which he was Qolonel, and since by His Majesty's 
Qrdqrs, in alt regiments. . . . . - . 

Lord Harrington is. a member of the Consolidated iBoard of 
General Ofiiqers,; one., of the commissioners of the RoyaV 
Military College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 
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24. GENERAL NiSBBTT BaLVOVR. 

This officer (entered the army io 1761^. as an Ensign in the 4th 
ibot; in 1765 he obtained his Lieutenancy, and his compapy 
in 1770; he was at the battle of Bunker's Hill in 1775, and 
w;ounded ; in the action at the landing on Long. Island ; and the 
.linking of Brooklyn in 1776; at the taking of New York in 
August, 1776, on which occasion he was sent home by the Coi^- 
fflander-in*Chief. with the public dispatches, and in consequence 
received the brevet of Major. In the spring of 1777 he was 
in the action near Elizabeth Town in the Jerseys ; ancl in the 
.actions of .Bi:attdy wine and Germantown^ also at the, sieg^ ,of 
Charlestown, and served under Lord Comwallis part oft^he 
campaign after the surrender of the latter place,. lnl77Bhe 
was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 23rd foot; and the. 
£Oth of November, 1782, Colonel and Aid-de-CamptoHisM^ 
Jesty. He served part of the campaign of 1794 in Flanders 
and Holland. The 12tb of October, 1793, he received the 
rank of Majorv-Geueral, and was appointed Colonel of the 39th 
foot, the 2iid of July 1794 ; he received the rapk of liei^t^nant- 
General the 1st of January, 1798 ; and the 25th of September;, 
1803, that of General. 

This officer has never been on half-pay. He is a Mei^ber 
of the Consolidated Board of General Officers. 

• • 

25. General £)dmund Stevens. 

The 6th of April, 1760, this officer was appointed Cornet 
in the 21st dragoons ; and the 18th November following, Cor- 
bet in the 1st dragoons ; the 19th of May, 176I, Ensign in the 
Coldstream Guards; and the 2nd of December, 1768, Lieute- 
nant in the latter regiment* From May, 1776, tillJune, 1778, 
he served als Major of brigade to the foot guards in America. 
He was present at the engagement of Brooklyn, in 1776-;^ at 
those of Westfield, Brandywine, and Germantown, in 1777'; 
and at Monmouth, in June; 1778. 

The 5th of May> 1778, he was appointed to a company, with 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, in the 1st foot guards ; the 8lh 
pf August^ J 792, to a Majority ; the 7th of March, 1795, to b 
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lieutenant-Colonelcy; and die 11th of October^ 1797> to the 
Colonelcy of the 56th foot. 

The 12th of October^ 1793» this officer received the rank of 
Ma)or*General ; the 1st of January^ 1793^ that of lieutenant*- 
General ; and the 85th of September, 1803> that of GeneraL 
He served on the Staff at the camp at Warley, under the late 
General Marquess Comwallis; in 1795 ; in London till the Mill 
of October/ 1797; and at Winchester and Portsmoutb to the 
conclusion of the latter year. In 1798 and 1799 he was on the 
Staff at Winchester^ Salisbury^ Isle of Wight, and Weymouth ; 
in 1800, at Salisbury, the camp at Sunning Hill, Winchester, 
Isle bf Wight, and Weymouth ; 1801 at Winchester and other 
|)arts of the South Western District. 

The 8th of February, 1814, he received the Colonelcy of the 
8th foot. He is a member of the Consolidated Board of Ge- 
neral Oitecers. 

26. General the Right Honorable Feancis, 
Marquess of Hastings^ K. G*, 6. C. B. 

This Nobleman was born the 7th of December, 1754, and 
in 1771 he entered the army as an Ensign in the 15th foot ; h» 
obtained a Lieutenantcy in the 5th in 177d> and embarked for 
America. The first battle of any importance in which he (then 
Lord Rawdon) was engaged, was at the bloody fight of Bunker's 
Hill, where his conduct obtained the particular notice of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, who was pleased to express in the most flattering 
terms to the British government, the admiration he entertained 
.of this young officer, and the conviction with which he was im- 
pressed, that his Lordship would become one of the brightest 
ornaments of the military profession. In 1775 his Lordship 
was.appointed to a company in the 63rd, and soon after Aid-de- 
Camp to Sir Henry Clinton ; he was at the battles of Brooklyn 
and White Plains, attack of !l^ort Washington^ Fort Clinton, 
and other affairs in 1776 and 1777* 

In 1778 Lord Moira was nominated Adjutant- General to 
the British army in America, with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel : he was actively employed both on the retreat of the 
Britbh army through the Jerseys from Philadelphia to New 
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York, in the action al M oamoutb, which followed, and at the 
siege of Charlestowo. 

As the American line was chiefly composed of the very lowest 
order of IrishmeD, his Lordship undertook to rme a corps at 
Philadelptiia, called the Volunteers of Ireland, which was soon 
recruited from the enemfs ranks, and became emtneatly distill: 
guidied for its services in the field. In the first batUe of 
Camdeni imder the /command of his Lordship, exactly one half of 
the regiment was killed or wounded, and in that of Uobfcirk 
Hill a still greater proportion. The officers who were ^f^eeted 
from the regular regiments could not, however, with ^A their 
«eai and abilities, extirpate that desire of change which inipeHed 
their men to desert, until his Lordship adopted an extraordinary 
expedient. A man caught in the act of going over to the enemy 
was brought on the parade before the whole regiment, to whom 
he was delivered up by his Lordship in a most impressive way, to 
be judged, punished or acquitted. The officers, were ordered ta> 
withdraw, and leave every thing to the private soldiers, who, in a 
few minutes, hung their offending comrade on the next tree; and 
the example was most effectual. His Lordship was next ap* 
pointed to the command of a distinct corps of the army in South 
Carolina, which province was invaded by the American General, 
Gates, and his Lordship bad so arranged his plans, as with a 
' very inconsiderable force to maintain his principal positions. 
Notwithstanding the superiority which the enemy possessed in 
point of number some favorable opportunities were not wanting 
to have induced him to risk a battle, if his own glory had been 
consulted instead of the public good ; but he adhered to the 
measures concerted with Lord Comwallis, who, on reaching the 
army, found all the forces collected and disposed to bis utmost 
satisfaction. At the -memorable battle of Camden, which suc- 
ceeded on the l6th of August, 1780, Lord Moka commanded 
one wing of the army. When Ijord Comwallis pursued soon 
afterwards the American army towards Vii^inia, Lord Moira, 
with a very small force, was left to defend the extensive frontiers 
of Soudi Carolina against the provincbl generals, Marion and 
Cunipter : but General Green, having contrived after the battle 
of Guilford to turn liord CornwaUis's left, fell suddenly on , 
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Lord Mmra^ who had only a few redoubts to defend his sick ana 
magazines, at Camden. . The intention of General Green Mraar- 
evidently to carry these by assault, and as this was likely to be 
attempted during the night, the troops were withdrawn from them' 
at dusk) and prepared to surprise the enemy on the open ground 
at the moment when they^commenced their attack on the works.^ 
General Green, however, was induced to act more cautiously, 
and wait for. the arrival of his artillery ; and Lord Moira, who-' 
saw all the difficulty of effecting a retreat, resolved to become 
the aggressor. Accordingly, on the 25th of April, 1781, he 
chose the hour of mid-day to make his attempt, when it was- 
l^st expected, and his march was coocealed by a circuitous 
route through thick woods. 

Having by this sudden and rapid manoeuvre reached Hob-' 
Idrk Hill, even before the American General Green' was afware' 
o£ his Lordship's movements, and who not only supposed him* 
■elf secure from any attatk^ on account of the vast superiority of^ 
bis force, but also from a very extensive swamp which protiec^'' 
tbd him on the weak, and perhaps only assailable point, of Hob- 
kirk Hill, Lord Moira approached the hill with a narrow 
line of front, and the enemy's picqnets being driven in, an alarm', 
was immediately spread through the American camp. General 
Green, who possessed a greatness of miad far superior to any of 
the American, generals, perceived the daitger of* his situation,^ 
and with the utmost promptitude decided upon the measure 
most likely to repel the British. Finding that Lord Moira 
advanced in a narrow front, he immediately commanded a heavy 
fire of grape-shot from his batteries, and under their protection 
charged down Hobkirk Hill. Lord Moira discerning Green's 
design, immediately extended the whole of his line, and 'thus 
completely disconcerted the enemy's plan. The foresight of 
Lord Moira gained him a complete victory. Having pursued 
the Americans, to the summit of the hill, after silencing their 
batteries, he charged them, and put the whole to the route.* 
General Green rallied his troops several times, but the contij 
nual charges of the British, and the ardor with which they ad- 
vanced on the enemy, were irresistible, and they were put to 
, flight on all sides.. This success enabled Lord Moira to con- 
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centrate bis army, ddd bdog joined by some reinforcements' 
from the coast^ he succeeded in -driving the enemy to a consi-' 
derable distance; but the capture of Lord Com Wallis^ which 
soon followed, and the' declining state of oui^ American affair$^ 
rendered it necessary • that the troops* should be withdrawn' 
towards Charlestown, where both armies remained inactive from 
the excessive heat, and perhaps a mutual conviction that the 
contest was nearly at an end. 

A severe and dangerous attack of illnessf obliged Lord Moira 
to quit the army for England, but the vessel in which he em-' 
barked was captured and carried into Bre«(t. 'Lord Moira was 
almost immediately released, and on his arri'ral in England was 
honored with repeated marKs of distiuctibn and kindness by his 
illustrious sovereign,' who, amongst other favors,' was graciously 
pleased to* create him a British peer, and to appoint him his 
Aidide-Camp. The 20th of Noveitaber, 1782, he received the 
rank of Colonel; and the 12th of October, 179S, that of 
Major-General. ' 

During the period his Lordship was at Charlestowri, an 
American prisoner, riamed Isaac Haynes, who had been allowed 
to take the oath of allegiance, and received his Jiberty on that 
account, contrived in the most artful manner to corrupt a 
numerous body of newly-attested militia-men, having first 
secured for himself the rank of Colonel in the American army. 
The detection of his villainy did not take place till the moment 
the enemy were advancing on Charlestown, and ^*hen he vvas 
marching the militia-men to join them. A' Court of Inquiry 
immediately sat/ entirely by the direction of the Cdmmandaut 
of Charlestown, to whom this duty appertained indepei^dehtly of 
Lord Moira; and Haynes was publicly executed^ but not 
before his Lbrdship had endeavoured to procure the man's par- 
don by a private communication \vith some loyalists, whom his 
Lordship requested to petition in his behalf. The execution of 
Haynes being misrepresented in England, it was conceived by 
many to have been an act of military despotism, which was 
not satisfactorily removed until his Lordship's' return to this 
country. 

In the latter part of the year 1793, his Lordship was ap^ 
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Commander-iii-Chief of an anay iatended to co-operalt 
the Royalists io Britaimy, and all the ancieot nobility of . 
France were to serve widi bim* It is remarkable too, that the 
late General Sir Charles Stuart, who was one of the highest 
characters^ and best officers of the age, offered to^. waive his 
temoriijf of rank, ofid be under the command of Lord Moira 
on this occasion.— But before any operation could be under- 
tsken the Republicans had triumpheil completely. Some of the 
troops, however, were encamped at Southampton during the 
campaign of His Royal Highness the present Commander-in- 
Chief in Flandersy when the situation of the British army and 
dial of Uie allies was rendered extremely critical, and the former 
were compelled to retreat throu^ Brabant to Antwerp. . His 
Lordship was dispatched with a reinforcement of 10,000 men 
to aid His Royal Highness, with whom, though oearlj sur- 
fpnnded by much superior armies in point of number, he, by a 
well-directed movement, effected a juncii<m at Malinei, near 
Antwerp, and thus relieved the British army firom the difficul- 
ties of its situation^ to the mortification of the French General 
Pich^ru* The dispatch which his Lordship had employed in ^ 
embarking his troops without either tents or heavy ba^age 
from Southampton, and in debarking them at Ostend, the dOth 
of June, 1794, prevented the enemy's ascertaining the actual 
strength under his Lordsfaip^s command, which was an object of 
serious importance, and to maintain it, Lord Moira directed his 
Quarter-Master-General, the late General Welbore Ellis Doyle, 
to issue orders that quarters should be provided at Bruges for 
93fi00 troops, aldiough the force under his Lordship did not 
exceed 1:0,000. The delusion was admirably maintained, and 
GeneraKPichegru, who was in the vicinity of Bruges with a force 
much'greaterthan that of the British general, completely deceived. 
Notwithstandii^ the orders which his Lordship had directed 
General Doyle to issue, and although the army were laboring 
under excessive fatigue from the heat of the weather and the 
greatest privations, he did not deem it prudent to halt at 
Bruges, the enemy hanging upon his flanks, and proceeded 
therefore to Ghent, where General Cterfayt was stationed, and 
immediately on his arrival proposed to that officer an attack on 
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the enemy, but which was objected to. Lord Moini, tb^reforey 
CQQtioued biavinarcfa with the utmost rapidity to Alost. .At thii 
place, -where his Lordship remained three days, • the . Britiab 
army was nearly cut off. Some German .cavalry posted op the 
outskirts of the town, as an advanced picquet> were removed, 
contrary to >the orders of the JBritish General, and a body of tbf 
enemy's cavaliy entered Alost and surprised our troopf : tbigr 
were, however, immediately attacked with the greatest gallantry, 
by a small detachment, and repulsed. Thus the numbers, of 
thi^ little, but gallant band^ were still concealed fromxtbe enemy^ 
which, had they ascertained,^ a junction with Ris Rojal 
Highness the Duke of York would most certainly have bee*, 
prevented. In the year ISOS, his Lordship waa Appointed 
Commander of the forces in North Britain. 

The parUamentary conduct of Lord Moira has displayed a 
<coQtiaued series of patriotism and ability, and . bis domestic Ufe 
an enviable pattern to Englidi noblemen. It may with juatic* 
be observed, in delineating the character of this officer^ and 
with every sentiment of impartiality, that Great Britain doei 
not contain a veteran more patriotic and liberal^ in whom th# 
social virtues, the ornaments of polished manners and geneml 
talent have more conspicuouriy appeared. Temperate, ^yel 
liberal and hospitable to an excess ; possessmg the qualificar 
tions of a mind so honorable as even to escape the dedractions 
of should^, Lord Moira stands on' a proud enaiuence, respected, 
honored, and revered by all who have the happiness of his 
acquaintance or a knowledge of his merits. 

His Lordship has been long honored with the confidence and 
frioklship of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, whoy as a 
reward for his faithful services, appointed, him in 1812, to the 
Ugh and distinguished office of Govemor-tGeneral in Bengal^ 
and Commander-in-Chief of the army in the East Indies. . 

His Lordship^s conduct in the late Nepaul war was honored 
with the thanks of Parliament, on the 6th of February, ISlJy in 
the following manner : . * . 

^' Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to' 
General the Marquess of Hastings, Knight of the most noble 
Order of the Garter, Governor-General of the British. posses* 
sions in the East Indies, and Commander-in-Chief of the forces 



Ihere^ for hiajudioious arrangeniento in the planand direction -dT 
<b^ military '.operations against Nepaul^ by which the war was 
lirought to a successful issue^ and peace established upon just 
and honorable terins«" ./..<. 

, Of his Lordship's operations his own narrative, on bis return 
tQ Calcutta, to the address of the inhabitants, must be the best 
|M:count. ' ' 

.. . <^ In the original plan- of the war, there was not the expecta>- 
(ion or the wish of adding a rood to the donainipns of the Honor- 
able' Company. . Our knowledge, of the decided repugnance wifii 
which any notions of ex tending pur territorial possessions ia al- 
ways viewed at home, would have forbidden such a project. 
Territory, indeed^' was to have, been wrested from none but the 
Pindarries : and you will readily comprehend : the policy \i4iich 
dictated, that such conquests should be divided between the Na* 
bob of Bopaul, Scindia, and Holkar. It was useful to strength* 
^ the former, yirho had attached himself to us devotedly ; aiKi it 
^as desirable that the two Mahratta Sovereigns should perceive 
a degree of advantage for themselves to pompensate for the una- 
Toidable dissatisfaction they were to suffer from the completion 
of our enterprise. The suppression of the> Pindarries was our 
single object. , Ah association, whose undisguised principles is 
to subsist by plundering, all around it, is a body placed by its 
own act in a state of war with every .regular government. To 
crush $uch a confederacy, before it should further increase that 
dtrefigth which every year obviously augmented, would have been 
a legitimate and prudent cause of exertion : but such isonsidem- 
tions were long gone by. We were called upon by the most im- 
perious duty attaching upon a governmeiit'-<-«that of protecting 
its subjects from desolation— -to prevent the repetition (confess- 
.edly preparing) of invasions, which had for two years consecu* 
tively ravaged the Madras Dependencies with circumstances ctf 
unexampled horror : on that principle we reserved to take the - 
field.- To have limited our purjiose to the expulsion of the 
Pindarries from tfie districts which they had hitlberto occupied, 
would have been worse than childishness. It was indispensable 
to extinguish them wholly. We were not blind to the iiifficul- 
ties of the task The interception and dispersion of between five- 
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and-twenty and thirty thousand horsemen^ lightly equipped, and 
singularly inured to fatigue, on the immense field over which 
they had the power of moving in any direction, was an opera<* 
tidn that required no ordinary effort. Much more, however, 
Was' to he taken into calculation than the agility of bur enemies. 
It was certain 'that eir peril would be regarded with' the great) 
est anxiety by Scindia and by Ameer Khan. I leave Holkar out 
of the question, though he Was interested in the result, for a rea-* 
son which I will hereafter explain. The Pindarries were an 
integral, though an unavowed, and sometimes hardly manage^ 
able, part of the army of Scindia. They were always the ready 
auxiliaries of Ameer Khan, with whom community of object- 
rapine — gave them community of feelipg. It was, therefore, 
sure that those two chiefs would be strenuous in counteracting 
our attempts to destroy the Piudarries — underhand, so long as 
their practice could be concealed — in arms, when disguise would 
no longer avail. We had consequently to aim at incapacitating 
Scindia and Ameer Khan from taking the part they meditated. 
Enough was gained from Scindia, could we place him under an 
inability of moving ; but much nfiore was requisite in respect t6 
Ameer Khan. Though his large army was better fashioned 
and noiore systematically organised than the Pindarry force, still 
he was essentially nothing but a leader of freebooters. It 'wsA 
of fundamental urgency that his army should be disbanded. 
Though it consisted of 52 battalions, with above 150 pieces x>C 
cannon, and a powerful cavalry, it was luckily dispersed m small 
corps/ either for the occupation of the widely-separated patcbeift 
of territory which he had won from different chiefs, or for the 
extortion of means of subsistence from weaker states. My hop^ 
of rendering Scindia and Ameer Khan unable to struggle, rested 
on this' — that I should assemble my force before they suspected 
my intention, and push it forward with a rapidity which should 
make ah/ concentration of their troops impracticable. Thetnere 
imtilovafoility of Scindia would not have answered my purpose^ 
Thfe Pindarries, if pressed by me, would have traversed his do^ 
minions^, 'and gained the western' states, whither. I should 
be precluded from following, by a bar insuperable as lotig as it 
existied. We were bound by treaty with Scindia to have ne 
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commuoication Ivhatever with those states, so that the Piodarries 
wotild in the disunited Rajpoot territories have here found not 
only shelter, but the facility of combining their force with that of 
Ameer Khan. 1 am showing to you that even here the bonds, 
of public faith were, in my contemplation, less surmountable than 
physical obstacles. Do you think that I solved this embarrass- 
inent by an illicit use of the advantage which 1 had succeeded in 
gaining over Scindia, bj planting myself in the midst of his di- 
visions, and prohibiting any attempt at their juAction? You do, 
not believe it ; yet you will like to hear explained on what title I 
required from him the abrogation of that interdict which forbad 
our intercourse with the western states. No treaty, in truth, was 
existing between us and Scindia. He had dissolved it first by 
exciting the Pindarries to invade our territories, that he might see 
how a desultory mode of war might affect our power ; secondly^ 
by lending himself, the year before, to the pro6igate intrigues of 
jthe Peishwa, for the subversion of British preponderancy ; third* 
ly, by specific promises given to the Pindarries of making com- 
mon cause with them, should they be driven to exigency. Will 
it besiaid that this was possibly the construction which we put on 
doubtful information ? Though the Pindarry chiefs, now prison- 
ers with me, have since borne evidence to the truth of all those 
fisicts, my vindication shall not repose itself there. Just as I was 
taking the field, I caused to be delivered to Scindia, in. open 
duribar, his own letters, signed with his own hand, and sealed 
^With his own private seal, addressed to a foreign govern-* 
meiit, and evincing the most hostile machinations already 
matured against us. Nothing, was said to him on the 
delivery of those letters other than that the Governor-general 
had not wished to peruse them, and that his Highness 
would- perceive the seals were unbroken. I had no need 
tb peruse them, because their contents were displayed by the 
letters of inferior agents, referring to, and illustrating the eV 
pressions of, the Maharajah. These particulars are communi*- 
eated to you, that you liiay see how steadily, notwithstanding the 
hxity of the other party, our plan of upliolding the existing 
Native Governments of India was maintained. Did Scindia 
dispute the verity of the proofs brought against hinl i No- such 
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thing. He rank under the confusion of the unexpeelcd JkU^ 
ticMi. There vras no denial^ no attempt at exphiaatioto, ao an* 
deavour to extenuate the quality of the secret correspondeBC««r 
On our part the sole advantage drawn front the circuaMtano^ 
was additional securitj. for the accomplishment of our AMasnrea 
against the Pindarries* The Maharajah was told^ in mild and 
conciliatory tecmS| that the British Government would gif« wajr 
to no vindictive impulse on account of what had passed, but 
would regard his Highnese's aberrations aa an indiscretion arising 
from his not having sufficiently considered the ties of amity sub^ 
sisting between us ; but it was added^ that as those ties had not 
appeared firm enough to secure our just interests^ a new treaty 
should be proposed, whtdii while it preserved to the Maharajdi 
all the solid benefits enjoyed by him under the former one, 
would give us the certainty of annihilating the Pindarries, ScitH 
dia gladly agreed to the terms, which pledged him to active co* 
operation against the freebootera, and set us at liberiy to make 
those engagements with the Rajpoot States, which abme could 
induce tiiem to combine and oppose any attempt of the Pindar«« 
riea to find refuge in the Western Country; A pi'ovisicmal agreei* 
ment was aettled with those States instantly on our obtaining 
the right to take them under our protection. . 

** A more decisive conduct was requisite towards Ameer l^n. 
As his hand was professedly against every man who had any tfnng 
to lose, tiie hand of every man might justiy be raised i^ainst 
him. There were no* engagements, exprew or implied, between 
him and us. He was, therefore^ distinctly told of our resolu* 
tion not to suffer the continuance of a predatory system in 
Central India. An option on this principle was offered, that 
he should subscribe to the disbanding of his army, qr witness die 
attack c^ it in its separated condition. Should he choose the 
former course, he would be guaranteed in the possession of the 
territories he had won from States whose injuries we had no 
obligation to Vedress ; should he risk the latter, he would be 
followed up as a freebooter with the keenest pursuit that could 
be instituted against a criminal disturber of the public peace. 
He had sagacity enough to comprehend that any procedui*e but 
submission was b6peless. The positions gained by us through 
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cvle&ity at the oulsety rendered the situation of those with whonl 
«m4aiad to deal defenoefes*. Scindia was closely penned.be- 
twe^[i the centre division on the banks of the Sinde, and Major- 
General Donkin-s division on the, banks of the Chumbul* The 
latter corps menaced Ameer Khan on . one side, iivhile Sir D. 
Oditeslonys overhung that Chief onthe^ther, and the dlvi« 
aion under Sir- Walliam Keir prevented his escaping southward. 
In this extr^itv, Aine'er , Khan took Uie wise step of throwing 
l||iniself oniOMr lih^^ljiiatice. His artillery was surrendered to 
u»; his army was disbanded ; and the British Government stood 
free from ombarrassment in tfiat quarter. At that period, which 
was early, io .November, I had. to consider; the, objects of the 
campaign as. Completely gained; for. the .Pi^fdarries, sensible of 
(he-impmeticability of nmaintaining; th€»^e}yJ9S: in; their, own ter- 
Htorijss^/bdd begun, their. J ooorch to, fall badcv.im^- supports of 
which/ iduK^tdid.Dbt.lben/knoiw I bad deprived; them, .and. were 
surrounded ify our- divisions .which were tlien-.closing in upon 
them from every side. An. apparently; welUgrounded hope was 
thence. entertained, that. the extensive revolution whieh impor- 
tantly; changed the'fortunes of> so many states, would be per- 
^BCted without, the .effusion: of other blood than what might be 
^hed in tlie dispersion of the Pindanries. . 

^^ That cK^ctation was not realised :' butt its failure, arose from 
causes. alt6g^hec.un€X)inttected-i9fitJi].;^he plan of our.undertakiqg, 
or with ' any steps i used by us in tbe.jprosecution of it. . I men- 
tioned to you that I reserved an explanatioa respecting Holkar. 
Though .some 1 of the Chiefs of : the Pindarries heldjarge Jag- 
heers.from.MpIkar's Govemment> they had acted so indepen- 
dently 'of it, that they, were considered as having divorced them- 
selves entirely , from it; and thipt Goveniment, on 'my notifying 
to them the determination to suppress the Pindarries^ repro- 
bated < the ^ lawless ferocity of the freebooters/ applauded the 
Jij^tice of/ my purpose to qhast^se them, and closed the letter 
with^expr^^ons of every wjish: for my success. The sincerity 
of those wii^bes niiight have been que§tionable, though no appre- 
hension of obstru9tion to our policy would have attended the 
doubt, had not other and more particular correspondence been 
at that tipie in procesi^ between Holkar's Govei'nment and ours. 
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Too|3ie Bh^e^ the ^idow of the late Maharajah was, M yoH 
kqoWj Regent of the State^ dui:ipg ti^e mioority of ypmig 
Holkar. Finding herself unali^Ie to. conjUx>u| the insolence of 
the Sirdars^ and to preserve the interesU of the family, she bad 
Kent a Vakeel to solicit privatelyi that ^oJlkar and the State 
might be taken under the British Government. Th^ pYertnre 
was npet with the kindest -encoutag^ment. No burdensotne 
condition wa9 indicated — ^no subsidy required — no stationing of 
a British force in Holkar's territories proposed ; the oi^y out* 
line of terms was reciprocal support, ip case either State were 
attacked, and the zealous co-operation of £(olkar*s Government 
io preventing the assejoiblage pf predatory associations. While 
such frank cordiality reigned between the parties, nothing could 
seem more out of the chances than a rupture : yet upon a $ttd4eti 
the Vakeel was recalled^ the different Sirdars^ with their re- 
spective tropps, were summoned to repair witb the utmost spee4 
to the Sovereijjiri's person, and the determination of marching to 
aid the Peishwa was proclaii^ed by the Regeiit. What ensued i$ 
fresh in your recpllectioiv The Mahratta army found itself 
9urrounded. Earnest repr^entations of tl^e inevitable rgjn they 
were eQtailing on then^selves were mnde on our part tp the 
Government, and many tinies repeated. The Sirda^^ cpiild not 
imagine such a feeling a9lbe moderation whence these friendly 
expostulations flowed. Our assurances that tiieir ebullitioa 
should be forgotten, and that We would remain on the same ami- 
cable footing as before, if they abandoned their extravagant 
purpose, were supposed to arise firoip our ponsciouaness of in« 
competency to coerae them, and that persuasion increased their, 
temerity to the extent of actual attacks on our outposts. The 
Regent alone perceived the precipice, wished to withdraw from 
it, and was publicly put to death by the Sirdars, for doubting. 
the certainty of victory the evening before the battle which re- 
duced Holkar to a destitute fugitive. 

*' A similarly unprovoked defection was exhibited by thp Rajah 
of N^gpore. If his inimical disposition wa^ not marked with 
the same indolent vaupt, it was oply because he thought the 
basest insidiousuess woiddgive hiip an advantage in the attempt 
vNhich he m^itated agaunflt \h(^ life of oqr accredited Minister 
R.M.Cal. I. Y 



resididg under the public faitfi of a treaty at his Highness's court. 
He kept up his solemii protestation of devoted friendship till the 
very hour of the attack on the Residency. His villainous efforts 
failed^ his courage deserted him, he threw himself on bur mercy, 
he was continued on the Musnud, and every reverence was paid to 
him; till ^e detected him in' a new conspiracy. Then the sim- 
plest pnnciples of self-preservation demanded his removal from 

the throne. 

* ^' I have stated these two cases before I touched upon that of 
the 'Peishwa, because they will strongly elucidate the necessity 
of the conduct held towards that Prince, if Prince be not a 
title unfitly applied to an individual so filthily stained with 
perfidy. Our endeavour to screen his reputation by Uirowing 
the whole guilt of the Giiyckwar Minister's murder on Trim- 
buckfjee Dainglia, when the Peishiva himself was not less 
actively implicated in it, was so perversely met by him, that 
throughout the year 1815, we discovered the intrigues of his 
Highness at almost every court in India, to stimulate combina- 
tions against us in revenge for our austerity towards his despica- 
ble minion. They were thought to be the effects of an acrimony 
which ' would soon ' subside, and much importance was not 
attached to them. On finding,' however, that they were con- 
tinued, I judged it right to apprise the Peisliwa that I was 
acquainted with the transactions. This was done in the gentlest 
manner ; and the intimiition was coupled with a profession that 
I ascribed those practices to the indulgence of an inconsiderate' 
spleen, which he would chasten in himself the moment he 
reflected on its real nature. It was added, (hat in the confidence 
of his being solicitous to retrace his steps, I was ready, on the 
profession of such a disposition on bis part, to obliterate the 
remenlbrance of all. that had passed, and to invite his fullest 
reliance on my personal efforts to maintain his welfare and 
dignity. His answer was a protestation of never-ending gratitude 
^r the gentle tone in which I had roused him to a sense of the 
track into which he ' had unintentionally slitiden, and which 
could have led only to his ruin. He charged his agents' with 
having exceeded his instructions, which, nevertlieless, he admitted 
, to have been indefensible, but which he would expiate by ^i 
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strict fidelity to the engagements existing between us, f now* con- 
firmed anew by his most solemn asseverations. Very, shortly 
fffter. we detected him in the endeavor to collect an army, 
under the pretence of quelling a rebellion, headed by Trim- 
buckjee^ to whom a constant remittance of treasure ,was made 
from the Peishwa's coffers/ as we knew by the most accurate 
information of every issue. -We were ^ then constrained to 
anticipate this incorrigible plotter. We surrounded^ him in his 
capital,* and obliged him* to-; submit to terms which. preserved 
the ancient appearances of connexion, -but deprived him of much 
strength, should he ' hazard future machinations. At the^same 
time, what we imposed wa^ only a fulfilment of. an article, in 
die ^treaty of Basseim, by which he was obliged to keep up for 
us an auxiliary foVce of 5,000 horse. Not one of them had 
ever been retained for us ; and the money .which should have 
furnished them went inttf his Higbness's private. treasury. But 
w« now; required that districts yielding revenue to the requisite 
amount, should be put into our hands for the levy and. mainte^ 
nance of the cavalry in question, according to the usual custom 
in' the Mahratta S«tates, of assigning lands to Sirdars, for the 
subsistence, of a specified number of troops. Thia force, though 
itwould.be the Peishwa's for every purpose of service while 
friendship existed between us, would go into our scale (since 
we were the paymasters) should his Serene Highness venture 
to break with us. He did, you are-aware, venture to break 
with us, but you possibly may not have suspected how beneficial 
that precipitated step was for us. Had he not done so, the 
conspiracy to which he had given a substance and shape mu(^h 
beyond what we had conceived, might have burst forth upon, us 
at an unprovided moment, with mischievous 'concurrence of 
exertion. The Peishwa trusted to wide co-operation. The 
sangumary desire of massacreing Mr. Elphinstone, , made him 
over-hasty in breaking forth, though he had no doubt but that 
Scindia and Ameer Khan were already, in the field against us. 
The pledges of reciprocal support, settled in 1815,. are what I 
have stated, against Scindia, in the earlier part of the recapitu* 
lation. The Peishwa, when he resorted to arms^- was : not 
informed that Scindia and Ameer Khan had already been re- 
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ditced to nulRty. They had beeo put out of the quesdoo. But 
iloikar and the Rajah of Nagpore had yet the power of moTing. 
When, after their defeat, they were asked what could lead them 
to the extravagant act of attacking us, with whom they were in 
boflds of plighted amity, each pleaded the order of the Peishwa 
as not to be contested. Holkar's Ministers acknowledged their 
spontaneous petition to be taken under the wing of the British 
Government ; Init urged, ** The Pei^hwa is our master : and 
what he commands we miist obey." The Rajah of Nagpore 
being, after his last seisure, charged to his face, by one of his 
former ministers, with ingratitude in making those attempts 
against which he (the minister) had used absolute suppticationfs, 
answered, that the conduct of the Brttiish Govemntent towards 
him had been an unvaried stream of benefits conferred : that 
there never had been a transient dissatisfaction, but that it was 
his duty to fulfil every direction from his superior the Peishwa. 
When the Peishwa, seduced by the invitation of the Rajah of 
Nagpore, then at liberty, and fiUing the Musnud, advanced 
with his army to the Wardu, but on his arrival there, instead 
6f finding the Nagpore army ready to join him, learned, diat 
ihe plot had been discovered, and that Appa Saheb was a pri- 
soner, the impossibility of getting back to his own dominiou» 
was apparent. The disposal of them was then to be considered. 
I have shown that there could not be a Peishwa admitted. To 
raise atiy of Bajee Row's family to the throne with another 
appellation,^ would have been a delusion. The indefeasible 
eharacter of Peishwa and chief of the Mafaratta armies would 
have been ascribed to the indrvidoal, in despite of any barriers 
^f form which we could establish. A corresponding embarrass* 
J- aieift hangs upoti us with regard to Holkar and the state of 
Nagpore. The exertions m^de by Hoikar showed to us the 
dangel'ous impolicy of leaving that state in a conditibn to be 
ever again troublesome. It has on that account been dismem-^ 
be^ed of two^thirds of its territory. The greater proportion of 
those lands have been transferred to the Rajahs^ of K'orah 
Roondee, and other Rajpoot Chiefs, whom M^e wished to 
strengthen; Part has be<^n kept in our hands, to pay the 
expense of the troops M'hich tlie unforeseen change of circum-* 
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stances requires our keeping advanced in that quarter. With 
respect to Nagpore, we have taken territory iiistead of the sub-* 
sidy payable in money by the original treaty. There are two 
motives for this-— one, that we thereby narrow the power of the 
state ; the other, that the tract connects itself with other pos- 
sessions of ours and completes the frontier. You are aware 
that Saugor, which is the possession alluded to by me, is not 
an acquisition from the late campaign. It was ceded to us by 
the Peishwa by the treaty of Poonah. The manager of it having 
given shelter to the Pindarries, and having suffered levies to be 
made openly in this town for the Rajaii of Nagpore, when that 
prince was in arms against us, has been removed from his super* 
iDtendence. By taking it into our own bands, we not only consuk 
our own <security, but we are enabled to pay from it to tlie Jageer- 
Dar(Nanna Govind Row, who resides at Jaloun), three times the 
amount of the sum ever before received by him from ibe renta* 
If I talk of narrowing the means of Holkar and of the Nagpore 
Rajah, I do so on the clear principle of right to dispose of 
territory won in war. Each 'of those princes had lost alL 
Whatsoever they now possess is restored to them by us as a 
gnttuitous.boon; and the &ct will serve to evince the leading 
inclination with which we set out, of preserving the then ex- 
isting governments of India. Though this has not been digres- 
sion, the explanation of the unexpected manner in which we 
find our territories increased has put out of sight for the moment 
the direct object of our appearaixce in the field. The dreadful 
pestilence which made such havoc in the division under my 
immediate command, forced me to quit the banks of the Sinde, 
and to seek a • more favorable country for the recovery of my 
numerous sick. I did not find this until I was fifty miles from 
the river which I quitted. :Portunately the change of air was 
rapidly beneficial ; for a ^very short time had passed when I 
received intelligence of an invitation said to have been given by 
'Scindia to the Ptndarries. He >vas reported to have promised 
them, that if they would come so near to Gwalior as to make 
his getting to them easy, he would break his treaty and join 
them with tlie force which he had at his capital. The Pindar- 
ries were in full march for Gwalior, without meeting even a 
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show of impedimeDt from the troops of Scindia stationed ki their 
route; though the co-operation of his army for the extinction 
of the Pindarries was an article. of the treaty. We hurried back 
to- the Sinde; but this time we chose, a position nearer' to 
Gwalior than what he had before occupied. We were within 
thirty miles of. the city^ and bur advanced guard was sent to 
occupy the passes through the hills^ which run at some distance 
south of Gwalior, from the Sinde to the Chumbul. Those ^ 
passes were the only route by which communication could take 
place between the Pindatries and Scindia; and I was nearer to 
support my advanced guard than the Maharajah was to attack 
it^ could he bring his mind to so desperate a stake. With all 
the suspicious circumstances attending tlie state of things, our 
forbearance was not wearied. No unpleasant hints were thrown 
out. Scindia was toldy that as. I had learned the approach of 
the Pindarries, I had thought it an attention due tp my ally to 
place myself between him and a set of lawless plunderers, who 
would put him into great embarrassment could they get into his 
presence, and throw themselves on his protection. Civility was 
answered by civility. The Pindarries finding their hopes baf- 
fled and the passage stopped, attempted to retire ; but they bad 
been followed close by our divisions, were surprised, dispersed, 

« 

and slaughtered in a number of small actions. In short, they 
disappeared ; and thus our objects were completed. 

'^ It remains now to be seen what is the change effected in 
our situation. ' 

" In England there are continual declamations against the pro- 
pensity of the Honorable Company *s Government here to add 
^o territorial possessions already too large. It is forgotten thajt 
a tendency to expansion, amounting almost to direct necessity, 
is the inherent and inseparable drawback on the advantages of 
a power established, so anomalously as that of the British in 
India. It would be a visionary confidence, to suppose th^t 
your strength would not excite jealousy, that your riches woul<| 
not stimulate cupidity, and tb^t your humiliation of those nativp 
families which held sovereignity when you first got footing, in 
%e country, would not be brooded over with a deep spirit o/ 
revenge. Yet a belief in the non-existence of those impulses 
is the ground on which th^y must stand, who insist on the pro- 
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gressive increase of our sway as a proof of constant ambition in 
the Honorable Compan;y:*8 Local Representatives. There ,may 
have been cases, though I might find it difficult to indicate 
them^ where prospects of gaining political ascendancy^ or too 
hasty apprehensions of meditated attack, have misled Us into 
hostilities otherwise capable of being avoided ; but .the general 
history of our Indian Empire is, that we have been wantonly 
assailed, that we have conquered the unprovoked enemy, and 
that we have retained the ppssessions wrested from him, not 
simply as a legitimate compensation for the peril and expense 
forced upon us, but on cpnsiderations of se)f- defence, brought 
hom0 to our conviction by the nature of the violence just offered 
to us. Whs^t recently befel myself, as I have explained it to 
you, must be the strongest illustration of this eventual exigency. 
*^ Recover your strength and try contest with us again," would 
be deemed a rather absurd address to a treacherous foe whom 
you had vanquished ; but you would as effectively put it on that 
J'ootmg by the restoration of all his means, as if you had given 
him the advice in terms. Still it may be said, though the 
augmentation of territory may not involve any thing reprehensi- 
ble, it is not the less to be lamented ; since the extension of 
frontier brings. you in contact. with new enemies, reduces your 
strength by widening the circle of the circumferences on which 
it is to act, leaves advanced stations dangerously unsupported, 
and above all, a wider occupation of territory exacts formidable 
addition to your military charges. 

^' The argument would be good were the assumptions admit* 
ted. Examine whether they ought Undoubtedly your sway 
has been prodigiously extended by the ate operatioi|s. The 
Indus is now in effect your frontier; and, on the conditions of 
the arrangement, 1 thank Heaven that . it is so. What is there 
between Calcutta and that boundary ? Nothing but states 
. bound by a sense of commpu interest with you, or a compara- 
tively small proportion of illrdisposed population, rendered 
incapable of rearing a standard against you. The Mahratta 
power is wholly and irretrievably broken. Sciiidia, by having 
been kept in port, while the barks ,of its neighbours provoked 
the tempest, and perished in it, presents uj exhibition, of 
shattered fortunes : but he stands insulated and precluded from 
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i(nj extraneous assistance. 1 am satiWfiet] 6f hiis convection that 
his existence depends on his bein^ in amity Nivith the British 
Governments and of his conseqaent resolution to cukivate our 
good-wi(L That inclination in him ^as been^ and will continue 
to be, unfeignecfly encouraged by us. Were his disposition 
different, it wduld be matter of ^o conceiin to us. tie is now 
girded round by states which we have rais^ed to the power of 
resisting him/even without oirr aid, by oar having allotted to 
them most of the territory taken from Holkar; and their politi- 
cal views never can coalesce." 

The subjoined Letter to the Managers and Visitors of the 
Academical Institution at Belfast, from the Marquess of 
Hastings, while it pays a just tribute to that excellent establish.- 
nient, reflects the highest honor on the head and heart of the 
Noble Marquess, and ranks him high among the liberal and 
enlightened Statesmen of the present day : 

*^ Camp in Bundelcund, December 11, 1817* 
" My Lords and Getitlemen, 

'' I have been honbred with your address — the most flatta^ng 
to my feelings that could have been fashioned, iti «ill respects-: — 
In none more than in its reference to the earliest and least 
changeable of attachments. 

^'You do nie justicean ascribing to me bn eager solicitbde Tdr 
the honor and happiness. df Ireland. As thosie objects cannot 
be more surely promoted than by the diffusion of that iifstruc- 
tion, which your Institution is to render widely attainable, I 
must hail with joy a plan emanating from a spirit so judiciously 
benignaiit. 

'^ It is not the purpose alone which challenges applause. The 
principle by which you profess to regulate details, is true wis- 
dom. Restrictions and exclusions are as inconsistent with the 
policy, as with the benevolence of such an establishment. You 
justly leave the faith of the individual between him and his 
God; keeking only to open the mind to those moral convic- 
tions, which, whatsoever be the religious creed, make man safe 
for bis fellow. 

"The intellectual improvement which you may bestow, is not 
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Kkely to be sterile, or confined to the indmclQal who receives it. 
I make the remark wJtfa a peculiar interest : a contemplation of 
the state of native society here, brings the sentiment to a point. 
There probably never existed elsewhere so vast a population; 
devoid in an equal degree of ismy inculcations adafyted to govern 
condoct in social life. The consequence is a dreadful prevalence 
of crime. The remedying so calamitous a want in an immense 
nation, is urgent upon British humanity : but it must be the 
work of persevering consecutive exertions, and of many. New 
comers must take up the task of those who have been already 
laboring to this end ; and ihey ought to be competent to the 
undertaking. 

" Advertinji, as you do, to the ttumbers who are sent from 
Ireland to this country in the service of 'the Honorable 'Com- 
pany^ it is of the highest concern that they should come out 
well grounded in general information; and your Institution 
affords an important facilitation to their becoming so qualified. 
An individual, bred up in the course of instruction which yon 
propose will, from the ^acquired expansion of mind in himself, 
feel the value of even a far lower rate of education for others. 
But he will not only have learned to appreciate the afl vantage ; 
he will have been taught the duty of trying to extend it to all 
withiti the sphere of his influence ; and he will have been ren- 
dered capable of judging how the boon may best be comnmni* 
cated. 

^' When 1 thus estimate the natural effects of an Institution such 
as yours, I must be anxious to give it every support within my 
power. I should have felt that disposition, had the establish* 
ment been founded in any other quarter ; but I avow, with pride, 
the additional impulse arising from the consideration that it is 
my native land which has the credit of the effort. 

'^Ibave the honor, my Tx)rds and Gentlemen, to remain^ with 
great respect, your very obedient and humble servant, 

" I'he Managersnnd Visitors of the " Hastings." 

Belfast Academical Institution** 

The Belfast Academical Institution was incorporated by Act 
of Parliament in J 8 10; it comprises two departments, the 
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School and Collegiate ; conibining the advantages of acomner- 
cial, classical, and collegiate education^ in one general system : :it 
was established by private subscriptions, and is alike open to every 
religious denomination : it is to this circumstance the Marquess 
of Hastings so pointedly alludes in his letter to the Managers 
and Visitors. This Institution is excellently well adapted to the 
situation of. tfie Sister Kingdom ; and it is worthy of remark, 
and it must give pleasure to every friend of the Empire, that it is 
popular with all ranks, and every denomination of Christiana in 
Ireland. .^ 

During the short administration of Mr. Eos, his Lordship 
filled the important situation of Master-General pf the Ord- 
nance. His Lordship is Constable of the Tower of London, 
one of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's Council in 
Cornwall, a General in the Army, and Colonel of the 27 tb, or 
Inniskillen Regiment of Foot. 

For his services in India his Lordship has been rewarded by 
the Prince Regent with the dignity of Marquess of Hastings, 
and the order of a Knight Grand Cross of the Bath. 

£7. Genbeal Sir Henry Johnson, Bart. 
This officer was appointed to an Ensigncy in the 28th foot ia 
February l76l« He served during the seven-years' war, and 
was appointed to a company in the same regiment the l6th of 
December, 1763. He returned to England in 1767. In 1775 
h<e embarked at the Cove of Cork for America, and shor.tly 
after his arrival there, was appointed by General Sir William 
Howe to the command of a battalion of light infantry, which he 
had the honor of commanding in several actiohs until severely 
wounded. The 4th of October, 1778, he was appointed Lieu- 
tenant«ColoneI of the 17th foot. He remained in America till 
after the siege of York Town, Virginia, where, commanding the 
17th foot, under the orders of General the Earl of Cornvvallis. 
he was made prisoner, and, agreeably to the capitulation that 
followed, returned to England. The 25th December, I78fi, 
he received the brevet of Colonel; the 20th December, 1793, 
that of Major-Oeneral ; and the 18th June, 1798, was appointed 
Colonel of the 81st foot. In the latter year he. served on the 
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Staff of Ireland^ and being ordered to the coast of Wexford^ 
commanded at the battle of New Ross, (where he had two 
horses shot under him) and which victory, it wiTs generally con* 
ceived, contributed essentially to the suppression of the Rebellion. 
(Vide Sir Richard M usgraVe's History of the Rebellion, in which 
an account is given of that action.) The 26th of June, 1799> 
he received the rank of Lieutenant-General ; that ui General the 
25th of April, 1808.; and has been subsequently appoitUed 
Governor of Ross Castle. 

In October^ 1818, he was created a Baronet of Great Britain ; 
and the 12th of July, 18 19? he was removed from the Colonelcy 
of the 81st to that of the 5th foot. 

In reference to the operations of this officer in Ireland, vide . 
General Sir James Steuart's Services, No. 20. 

28. General John Watson Tad. Watson. 

This officer was appointed Ensign in the 5rd foot guards 
13th of April, 1767; Captain and Lieutenant^Colonel 20th 
of November, 1778; Colonel in the army 2$nd of August, 
1783; Major-General 20th of December, 1793; Lieutenant* 
General 26th of June, 1799; Colonel of the late 8th veteran 
battalion 29th of December, 1804 ; and General 25th April, 
1803. 

29. General Francis Edward Gwyn. 

The 27th February, 1760, this officer was appointed Comet 
in the 17th light dragoons; Lieutenant £Oth January, 1764; 
Captain in the ]6th light dragoons 14th July, 1769 ; and Major 
in the l6tb, August 2nd, 1775. He served in the three cam- 
paigns in America, under the late (Generals) Sir William Howe, 
Sir Henry Clinton, and Lord Comwallis. The 5th of May, 
«] 779^ he received the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 20tb dragoons, 
from which he was removed to the 4th ; the 19th March, 1789> 
to the 3rd ; and J 5th June, to the 15th. The 19th of October, 
1787, he was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the King, and Colonel 
by brevet; the 9th of March, 1794, Colonel of the 22nd dra- 
goons ; the 20th of December, 1793, Major-General, and 
placed on the Staff in Ireland; the 26th of June, 1799; Lieu- 
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teoatit-General ; and the iSih of April, 1808, General. Ge- 
neral Gwyn is Governor of Slieemess, and a Member of the 
Consolidated Board of General Officers. 

This officer's services have been rewarded with the Colonelcj 
of the 22nd dragoons, and the Government of Sheemess. 

30. General Robert Donken. 

This officer was appointed Captain 13th December, 17^9; 
Captain 23rd foot, 25th December, 1770; Lieutenant*Colonel 
in the army 25th October, 1779; Colonel 18th November, 
1790; Major-General 3rd October, 179^^; Lieutenant-General 
1 St January, 1801 ; and General 25th October, 1809- 

31. General James Balfour. 

This officer entered the service the 22nd March, 1762, as an 
Ensign in Capt|iin Lloyd's independent company ; the 2nd of 
June in the same year, he received a Lieutenancy in the 103rd 
foot, and 22nd of June in the 6th foot, with which regiment he 
served at Gibraltar ; the 22nd of February, 1 766, he obtained 
a company, and served in the West Indies; the l6th of i\pril, 
1 777, he received the Majority of his regiment ; the 29th of 
November, 1779^ the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 2nd of 
June, 1780, the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 99th, with which 
he again served in the West Indies ; the 30th of April, 1784, 
he was plaqed on half pay; and l^th of October, 1787, ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 1 7th ; w ith the latter corps 
he served in the East Indies ; the 18th of November, 1790, he 
obtained tlie brevet of Colonel, and that of Major-General the 
3rd of October, 1794; the 18th of November, -1795, the Co- 
lonelcy of the 83rd. He was at the siege of Seriugapatam, and 
afterwards in command of the forces at Bombay. The Ist of 
January, 1807, he received the brevet of Lieutenant-General; 
and the 25th of Octobei^, 1809, the brevet of General. 

32. General Sir James Duff, Knt. 

This officer was appointed Ensign in the 1st foot guards the 
1 8th of April, 1 769 ; Lieutenant and Captain the 26th of April, 
1775 ; Adjutant the 2nd of January, 1777 ; Captain and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel the 18th of July, 1780; Colonel in the army 
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the I8th of November, 1 790 ; Major-Genetal the 3rd of 0(S 
tober, 1794; 3rd Major in ibe 1st foot guards, tfae 7th of 
Mardb, 179^; lat Major the llth of October, 1797; Lieu- 
tenant-General the Ist of January, 1801; aind General the 25tb 
of October, 1809- 

This ofilcer serired as a Major-General in Ireland during 
the RebeUion. (Vide General Sir James Steuart's Services, No. 
SO.) He has had the honor of Knighthood conferred on 
him, and is Colonel of the 50th foot, to which corps he was 
appointed the 1st of August, 1798. 

33. General Henky, Earl* of Mulgrave, 

This officer was appointed lieutenant-Colonel. in the army 
the 4th of October, 1780 ; Captain and L^eutenant-CoJonel 
in the first foot guards the 6tli of June, 1 783 ; Major in the 
85th foot, the 30th of August, 1779; Colonel in the army 
the 18th of November, 1790 ; Colonel in the 31st foot the 8th 
of February,. 1 793 ; Major-General the Srd of October, J 794 ; 
Laeutenant-General the '1st January, 1801 ; and General 25tU 
of October, 1809. 

Lojrd Mulgrave served in America, from early iu 1776 to 
the: end of 1773; in the West Indies in 1780; he commanded 
at Toulon in 1793; in Zealand in 1794; and in 1799 his 
Lordship was employed on a military mission to the Archduke 
CharieS), and Marshal Suvaroff. During the course of his 
military career. Lord Mulgrave received the thanks, in public 
orders, of the 'officers under wliom he served. 

Iiji 181Q Lord Mulgrave was appointed Master-General of 
the Ordnance, which situation he held till December, 1818, 
when he was succeeded by the Duke of Wellington. 

His Lordship is governor of Scarborough Castle, and one 
of His Majesty's cabinet ministers. Few officers have more 
devoted themselves to their profession and public business than* 
tliis distinguished veteran nobleman. 

34. General Sm Pauj^us ^mil. Irving, Bakt. 

This officer was appointed Lieutenant in &e 47th foot the 
15th of June, 1764; Captain the 29th of October, 1768 ; Major 
the 31st of March, 1775; Lieutenant-Colonel in the army 
the 17tli of November, 1780; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 47th 
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foot drd of August^ 17B1 ; Colonel in the army the 18th of 
November, 1791 ; Major-General the 3rd of October, 1794 ; 
Lieutenant-General the Ist of January, 1801 ; Colbnel ia the 
6th veteran battalion the ^5th of December, 1802; and 
General the 1st of January, 1812. 

This ofHcer served with tlie 47th Foot in America. He was 
at the battles of Lexington and Bunker's Hill. At Boston 
during the blockade, and until the evacuation, when he accom- 
panied the 47th to raise the siege of Quebec. He was' at the 
affair of Trois Rivieres, June, 1776, and pursued the rebels to 
Crown Point and Ticonderoga ; he served with General Bur- 
goyiie's army till the convention, when he was taken prisoner, 
and detained three years; in 1781 he returned to England, In 
1790 he embarked for the Bahama Islands, where he remained 
till 179^9 when he joined Sir John Vaughan's army in the 
West Indies, and on that officer's death, the 21st of June, 
1795, the chief command of the forces in the West Indies de- 
volved on him. In September Majors-General Leigh took the 
chief command, and General, then Major-General, Irving^ went 
to take the command of St. Vincent's. On the 2d of October 
following, he attacked the enemy in their works at the Vigie, 
and after an obstinate resistance, during the whole day, they 
were driven from their posts : in December he returned to 
England. 

The following are extracts from letters of His Royal High- 
ness the Commander-in-Chief, and from Mr. Dutidas, the late 
Lord Melville, in testimony of this ofBcier's services : 

** I have every reason to approve of your conduct, and to 
assure you it has met with His Majesty's entire approbation. 
I shall not conclude my letter without offering you my congra- 
tulation on your late successful attack on the Port of La Vigie ; and 
though I cannot but regret the loss His Majesty's troops sustained 
on this occasion, yet it is a consolation to learn that they acquitted 
themselves with a degree of courage and perseverance, highly 
honorable to themselves, and suited to the importance of the 
service they were engaged in. 

'* 1 am, Sir, Yours, 
/ (Signed) .*' Frederick.'* 

'November 23rd, 1795. 
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' *' It is^ however, with peculiar satisfaction that I obey His 
Majesty's commands in conveying to you his perf«ct approba- 
tion of the nature of your proceedings since the command of his 
forces in the West Indies has devolved upon you. As a testi- 
mony, however, of the just sense I entertain of your zeal and 
exertions, under the various difficult circumstances in which 
the West India command has been involved since it came into 
your hands, and of my wish . that you may be gratified in the 
object of your request, I shall not fail to make it known to His 
Royal Highness the Comipander*in-Chief, and to the Duke of 
Portland, and to recommend it to their favorable attention. 

'' I have the honor to be, 
."Sir, 
*' Your most abedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) ''Henky Dundas.' 

Horse Guards, 
5th Nov. 1795. 

35. General George, Lord Harris. 
The 1st January, 1759, this officer was appointed Cadet in 
the Royal Artillery; I2l3d June, 1762, Fireworker; 30th July, 
1762, Ensign- in the 5th Foot; 2d July, 1765, Lieutenant; Ad- 
jutant, 1767; and Captain, 25th July, 1771. In May, 1774, 
he embarked for America; he was in the action at Lexingtons 
and battle of Bunker's Hill. In the latter he was severely 
wounded in the head, and obliged to be trepanned and sent 
home ; he, however, returned in time to take the field, previous 
to the army landing on Long Island, in July, 1776. Captain 
Harris was present at the affair of Flat Bush ; in the skirmishes 
on York Island ; in the engagement at White Plains; at Iron 
Hili^ (where he was shot through the leg) and in every action 
up to the 3d November, 1778, except German Town. In the 
latter year he was appointed to a Majority in his regiment, and 
in November he embarked with it for the West Indies, with the 
force under Major-General Grant, by whom he was appointed 
to command the battalion of grenadiers, and landed with the re- 
serve of the army under Brigadier-General Medows at St. 
Lucie, 25th December. After the taking of Mome Fortun^e, 
Major Harris was second in command under Brigadier-General 
Medows at the Vigie, where the French were repulsed in their 
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repeated attacks on our post^ and in consequence retreated^ ffiom 
the Island. In 1779 he embarked with his regimient as Ma. 
ainea^ and was present in the engagement off Grenada under 
Admiral Biron ; and iu 1780 returned to England.* . In Decem- 
ber, 1780, be succeeded to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 5tfa, 
from which he exchangc;d into the 76th^ and a^conApanied Sir 
W. Medow4 as secretary to the East Indies, who was appptnted 
Governor and Coinmander-^in-Chief of Madras^. He was in tb^ 
campaigns of 179^ and 1791| against Tippoo Sultaun; and in 
tlie action of l^th May, 1791, was appointed by Lord Corn- 
wallis to command the £d line ; he was also personally engaged 
in the attack of the Sultaun's camp au4 island of Seringa patam> 
on the night of the 6tb February, 179^, the success of which 
terminated that war. Peace being re-established, this officer 
returned with Sir W. Medows to England. The 18th Novem- 
ber he was appointed Colonel by brevet ; and the 5d October, 
] 794, Major-General, when he re-embarked for Indi^ and was 
placed on the Bengal Staff. The 3d May, 1796, he received 
the local rank of Lieutenant-General, and was appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief under the Presidency of Fort St. George; and 
in February^ 1798, he succeeded to the military and c^vil gp^ 
vernment of the troops, and territories of Ma4rasi 

In December, 1798, Lieutenant-General Harris was selected 
by the Marquess Wellesley to command the army assembled to 
repel the threatened hostility of Tippoo Siiltaun, to besiege his 
capital, and reduce bis power. The army under his cpnimand 
exceeded 50,000 nf\en, and the object of th^ expedition was. ac- 
complished by the capture of Seringapatam, deatli of Tippoo, 
and annexation of his dominions to His Majesty's crown. The 
following letter from the East India Government was addressed 
to the Lieutenant-General on this occasion : 

" The Governor-General in Council now directs me to sig- 
nify his particular sense of the firmness, constancy, and perseve- 
rance with which you subdued the difficulties opposed to the 
progress of the army through the enemy's country ; of the zeal 
and unanimity with which you inspired all the great departments 
of your army, of the judgmeni displayed in the whole conduct of 
ihe campaign, especially in the passage of the Cavery, and in the 
position taken up before Seringapatam, and the vigor und skill 
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wifh mUck the siege waa oonducted. This great acbievemeut 
entitka' yon to the gratitude and respect of the Company^ of 
jour king, end of your country, and the Govemoc-Gienenil has 
already discharged, with particukr satisfiiction, the grateful duty 
of 8lating> to the Honorable Court of Directors, and to His Ma* 
jesty V ministers, your eminent services, in a mann^ adequate to 
the honor and advantage which the British empire in India is 
Kkely to derive fmm the splendid victories obtained by the aimy 
under your command. Fort St. George, August 7th, 1790*" 

This officer was appointed Colonel in the 73d Foot* the l4Kk 
of February, 1800; Lientenaot-General in the army tin 1st of 
January, 1801, and General the 1st of Jenuary, 18 Id. 

The llA of August, 1815, the services of this officer werere* 
warded by Us etevatioti to the peerage. 

3& General Richard Vyse. 

ApfM>inted Comet jith Duagoons the 13th of February, 1762; 
lieuteoant the 15th of August, 1776; Adjuumt the 18th of 
March, 1767; Captnin the 28th of November, 1771; Major 
lath Light Dragoons the 4th of November, 1777 ; lieutenant-* 
Colofael in the army the 7th of January, 1781; Lieutenant-Colo-i 
nel 1st Dragoon Guards, the 28th of May, 1784; Colonel in 
the urmy the 18th of Novembefr 1791 ; Major-General the 3d 
of October, 1794; Colonel 29th Dragoons, the 23rd of Marcb| 
1797; Lieutenant-General the 1st of January^ 1801 ; and 
General the Ist of January, 1812. 

He received, the 2d of AprtU 1804, the Colonelcy of the 
Sd Dr^oon Guards* As Colonel^ thb officer conunanded a 
brigade in Fienders under the Duke of York* 

37. General The Right Honorable William, 

£abl Cathcabt, K. T. 

In June, 1777» Lord Cathcart received an Ensigncy in the 

7di, or Queen's dragoons, and obtained the King's leave to 

serve in America with the l6th lig^t dragoons. He proceeded 

thither as extra Aidrd^-Camp to Major*6eneral Sir ThomSs 

Spencdr Wilson. He served as an extra Aid-de^Camp to Sir 

Henry Clinton, and was present with that General at the storm^ 

ing of forts Mon^romery and Clintoni 6th ci October, 1777. 

R. M. Cal I. Z 
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In ^ovemberi 1777f he received a lieutenencj in ihft 17th 
light dngoonsy with which regiment he sierved at the advanced 
posts of ihe army at Phikdelphia and other positions. In De- 
cember, he obtained a troop, and continued to serve with his. 
regiment till June, 1778 ; he was thanked in general orders for 
surprising a part of the enemy on the Skuylkill, advanced from 
Valley Dirge. In June, he was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the 
Comniander-in«Chief, and present at the battle of Monmouth 
Court House. He was appointed Colonel, with provincial 
rank, of die British Legion, which corps he raised, formed, and 
occasionally commanded at the out-posts. The 13th of April, 
1779, he obtained the Majority of the 3Bth foot. About 
micbummer of the latter year he was appointed to serve as 
Quarter-Master-General to the forces in North America until 
the arrival from England of General Dalrymple. The 25th 
December, 1779, he sailed for Savannah, and was at the invest- 
ment and siege of Charlestown, North Carolina, but obliged to 
leave the latter in April, 1780, on account of the climate, and 
return to< New York. Being ordered to make his election 
between his commission in the army and in the provincials, he 
resigned the British Legion, and joined the d8ih on Long 
Island ; he commanded that regiment in the affiiirs of Spring- 
field and Elizabeth Town Point, June, 1780 ; in October he 
returned to England. In Februray, 1781, he obtained a com- 
pany in the Coldstream guards with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and in October, 178d> exchanged for the Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of the 29th. In November, 1790, he received the 
brevet of Colonel ; in December, I79^f the Colonelcy of the 
S9th. From November, 1793, to November, 1794, be served 
as Brigadier-General to the forces under Lord Moira; was in 
the expedition to Normandy and Britanny in 1793; and in the 
expedition to Flanders to relieve Ostend and join the Duke of 
¥ork'sarmy in 1794. The 3d of October, 1794, he received 
flie rank of Major^General, and in November joined the Doke 
of York's army at Amheim, and served the remainder of that 
caimpaign. Lord CathcMt was next entrusted with the com- 
mand of various brigades of cavahy, and placed on the Staff in 
Qve^t Britain. Ilie 1st of January, 1801, bis Lordship ob- 
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tuiiied tfie rtok of LMiiletiiint-GeiMral, mi in 180S hiid At 
comntend of the Heole districl. He was sabseqaeBtlyY^t Lm^^ 
tenant-Gencfral, appointed commander of the forces iairelend;. 
in the North of Oermanj ; in North Britain ; in 4ie North of 
Europe; and again in North Britain. In theiantoniB of. 180A? 
Lofd Gathcart was ovdered to Russia as Ambassador, «id hie 
appointment was framed in a mHitary form. On rsaefaing Ltm-^ 
don previous to his departure^ be had much interccfurse with 
Mr; Pitt, but after several arrangements he was finallf sent to- 
take tfie command of the Britbh army in Hanover* He ae^ 
quired an entire ascendancy over^ the senate of Bremen, aadr 
obtained all diat was necessary to the establishment of his heaxL 
quarters in that city. The Russian army was at this period' 
combined with the British, and Lord Cathcart succeeded in 
conciliating General Beningsen and all his officers. The battle 
of Austerlitz changed the aspect of aflbirs, and that event. wa4 
so6n followed by the death of Mr. Pitt. The new administra<* 
tiofi, formed on the latter event, determined to reeal die army«. 
Lord Cathcart stated fifteen days as the period, required for: 
embarkation, and though it generally hap*pens that siich calcuh-^ 
tions are exceeded, in this csise Lord Cathcart, the last man^ 
embarked on the thirteenth day*. His Lmrdship's next appoint^, 
ment was Commander of the forces in Scotland, and he remain- 
ed in that situation till May 1 807^ when he was sent for by the 
Duke of Portland's administration to be again employed oi^ 
foreign service. His first mission was to the King of Sweden ; 
afterwards his Lordship was directed to join Lord GambieTf and 
proceed against Copenhagen. His Lorddiip effected his land* 
ing in 2^aiand, and attained the conquest he had in view> On 
Lord Cathcart's return his Majesty was pissed to create himt 
an Englisb Viscount, and he forthwith resumed his comma^ inr 
North Britun, where he continued till May 1813, whcfn be wai 
aipUQ csfled upon to be Employed on another mission to Peters^v 
burgh* The 1st ^f January 1812 he obtained hb f^eseat raidct 
of Gj^ierak The Emperor Alexander in 1813 confened ok 
diis offieer the Imperii Russian Order of St. Andrew, and the 
Cross of the Military Order of St. George of the 4th dasir 
Tbe letb of June 1814 he was created nn English EarL 
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Hit LDrdsUp IS a M^iiiberof t)^^ Consolidated Board of 
Gcaetal officera, one of the CoiniittS8U>QeiB of 4ia ^oy9i 
Militifj CoUaga^ and of tbe Rojal Military Mylum. 

The thanka of parliament were voted to his Londship, the 
mdi of JaaAiary 180B| on the supcessful termination of tbe ex* 
pcditioB to Copckihiigeil : the following are the resoliitioOfl of 

botb.Houaes> ./ . 

^^That the thanks of tbia House be given to Iieutenant«Ge* 
neral Lord Yiscoant Cathcart^ ^r the judicious ?nd decisive 
measures whichy after exhausting every meai^ of negociatiooj 
Mftn emi^yed by biofi for effecting tbe siirrender of the Danish 
n«vy> and the wMaX of Copenhagen." 

Thfud&s were also given to — 

'^ Lieuteaant^Genefals^ Sir Harry Bnrrard^ Bart*, the Earl of 
Rosslysy the Honorable Sir George James Ludlow^ and Sir 
David Baiid ; Major-Generals, the Honorable Edward ]?j|icli, 
Thomas Grosvenor^ Sir Arjtbur .WeHesley,. Sir Thomas Blom- 
field, Bart, Eraderick Baron Drecbsel, Charles Barim lin^g^^ 
and Brent Spencer; Brigadier-Gwends, Robert M'Farlane^ 
Henry Warde, fcc. &e." 

. In the Hbune of Lords, Lord Cathcavt was addresaed by 
the-L^d^Cbancellor, as follows^-^ 
'' Viscount Cathcar^ 

'* Your Lordship is too well acquainted with 4be principles 
which gjovera the conduct of this House,, to make it necessary 
for me to inform you, that the House top justly appreciates the 
vaiueofib thanks, and it^pwn dignity, to confer those thanks, save 
where it means to adknowledge service^ of great magnitude ren- 
dered to iinG C(Mintry ; such services your Lordship has rendered 
to the country, and the House doth not estimate the less h%hly 
the skill and valor which have been displayed, because they 
heive been marked widi that forbearance and bu^namt^ wUdi 
died a lustre over military ^oKy^ and which exalts alifr 
the character of the British officer, and of the nation, whoio 
forces he leads on to victory, and to conduest. 

** I cannot forbear to eongratnlata your. Lordship, duiton th^ 
saane day in which dbe Journals of the House will racoid your 
I^rdshipV introduction by th^ foroar of your Sovere^pi in a 
distii^uished plac^ an^pngst the Peers, they will record also to 
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pQsteiiiy the ^inettt ntnken MfUob yimr' LonUhp kt A veiv-; 
derd! to the country.'' 

To wUch ills Lordririp yefdaeili 
** My Lords, 

'' Tlie veneration I have always entertained for Ibk Hoifse, 
and the reverence with wbich I have bisen in Mils of c^nrider-* 
ing its proceedingSi joined to the emotions wlucb arise in wf 
breast at AisttioiBenti make me ftdly aware of thie value ^f the 
signal mark of approbation Which jour LordshifNi aie {deaaed 
to confer upon me. 

"It is therefore with the strongest sense of Ae isagnitnde 
of this most distinguished honor^ that I now humbly oatreat your 
Lordships to accept my most sincere and grateful aekiiow<*> 
ledgments. 

*' 1 cannot, however, reconcile it to my feelings to address 
any thing to your Lordships on this subject/ without miming 
the army lately under my command. For these brave ijieii^ 
I shall always feel the greatest esteem, and the most affectiMr* 
ater^ard. 

'' From what has fidlen under my observation of the atiiEtiess 
of the Generals, of Ae merit of ihe ofther officers in their iev^ 
ral stations, and of the zeal, valor, and discipline of the whole^ 
I am confident, that wherever diey nmy be employed, they wW 
do credit to their country, and to themselves. 

^' I beg leave to offer to the noble and learned Lord <m tbe 
woolsack, my best dianks for the most flatteriug manner in 
which, he has been pleased to make this communication.'' 

For die vote pt l^e House of Commons, hb Lordship itent 
the following letter to the Speaker : 

'' Sir^ '' Gloucester place, January 30th, 1808. 

** 1 take the earliest opportunity of acknowledging your let- 
ter of die 29th instant, transmitting authenticated copies of the 
resolutions of the 48th mstant, by which the House of Com- 
mons have been pleased to vote theur thanks to the Comman^ 
der of the forces, to the general offiders, Und to die several 
-dAc#$ of the army utfder his command, during die siege of 
Oopetd^agw; and to a|>prote and acknowledge the rqpilari^, 
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^scipiine, Yalor nod • exertk»t of Am non-coliiiflfioiied jdSeeiy 
and private men employed on tfiat service : tfio Houae Ibekig 
farther pleased to appoint, thai iliese' resolutions shall be com- 
municated by me to the generals and other officers who served 
ill that army. 

* . ''I have to request tfiat you mil have the goodness to atate 
f&f tae to the House, that it affords me great gratification to 
have the honor of communicating these resolutions, respectively, 
knd without delay, to the several general officers named in 
your letter, and to the other officers of the army lately under 
aby command. Several of these distinguished officers, and many 
of the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, have al- 
feady received the thanks of Parliament, or the notification of 
the recorded approval of their services on former occasions; 
and I am confident that all of them vrill feel as they ought to do, 
;lhe high distinction now conferred upon them : and that they 
jwill do credit to their country and to themselves wherever they 
may be employed* For my own part, Sir, I find it impossible 
to express the sentiments which arise in my mind, on learning 
^at any endeavors of min0 faithfully and conscientiously to 
-discharge the duties of my profession as a British officer, en- 
•trusted with command pn ajo important service, should have 
^procured for me the thanks of the House of Commons. 

. '' Suffice it therefore to say, that I most gratefully receive this 
distinguished :1ionor with the most exalted respect for the House 
LOf Parliament from whence it flows, and the greatest humility 
in regard to my own desert. 

** I beg to offer my best acknowledgments to you. Sir, for the 
personal civilities with which you. have been pleased to accom- 
pany the transmission of this signal mark of the approbation 
of the House of Commons, and I have, &c.' 

(Signed) '' Cathcart. 

*' The Right Honorable 
^Tbe Speaker of the House of Commons." 

38. Geke^ajl Sib Banastkb Tableton, B^bt. 

This officer eiitered the army in 1775 by purcbasnig b cqt- 
9etcy in the King's dragoons guards. In 1776ji through the as* 
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•iflaiice^f his comnrandiog officer. Colonel Sloper, ha obtttiiad 
IflMre to go to Amerieai and m the month of December be bom* 
manded the advanced guard of a patrole which made General 
Lee prisoner. Daring the years 1777 and 1778 he witnessed 
nearly the whole of the actions of great and little moment in the 
JenejB, Maryland, and |Pennsylvania, iintil the return of the 
King's army to New York. On which occasioUi although pos» 
sessing only the rank of Captain of infantry, in an absent regi* 
ment, he commanded the rear«guard of Sir Henry CImton's 
«rmy. Immediately after this service he waa appointed lieifc- 
tenant-Colonel of provincial cavalry, and^soori rose to the com^- 
mand of the British Legion. At the close of the year 1779 Sir 
Henry Clinton carried a considerable part of the army to the 
southward, for the siege of Charlestown and operations in the 
Carolinas. The command of the cavalry was entrusted to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, who had the misfortune to lose all 
the cavalry horses on the sea voyage. Undismayed by tfiis ad- 
verse fortune, he sought horses by every means he could devise, 
and with difficulty procured ponies and other beasts scarcely ca- 
pable of carrying thieir saddles. A spirit of enterprise placed a 
corps of American volunteer cavalry in his power. From that pe- 
riod success attended the movements of the British Legion. During 
the siege of Charlestown the cavalry and light troops of the 
Americans that endeavored to maintain a connection between 
the country and Charlestown, were repeatedly surprised and de» 
feated on the Cooper river. On the surrender of the town, the 
Legion was detached after Colonel Buford, who was overtaken 
and defeated on the line of North Carolina, after a toilsome and 
burning march. In the course of 1780 various services were 
rendered to Lord CornwaUis and the British army by lieutenant- 
Colonel Tarleton and the British Legion, at Camden, the Catawba, 
Bbckstocks, and other places, as the general orders of Earl 
CornwaUis recapitulate. Early in 1781 an unexpected reverse of 
fortune; which is minutely detailed in Tarleton's campaign^ met 
him in his career, ascribable principally to the wantof dueco-ope^ 
ration on the part of Earl CornwaUis. The British I^on qpeedily 
resumed its active sharf in the campaign of 178}. The battle 
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ftt Guildford Court House proi^ Ihe goodness ^of liie Brituh 
canralry. . Id a diai^e on that occasioD liqutenant-CdioMl 
Tarleton lost a considerable part of ins right ,baiul» The subse- 
quent movements: of the X<egion dicflayed energy, deciaioD, and 
dispatch. It efieoted the junction of die two British armies of 
Cardioa and Viiginia id. the latter district,. wUch gate to iionl 
Corawallis a formidable force. This force however acooni- 
)^hed nothing deeislve during the summer, atid was injiidi- 
ciously. cooped up in bad woriis, .on ^ banks of the York 
, -fivec, in the cloae of thtf Autumn. lieutenanl-Colonel Tiwfe^ 
•tony » as commander of the cavalry and. advanced posts of Ib^ 
British, constandy protested against a measure which biMi^t 
die army into cap^vity, and Gkeat Britssio.into m acknojwlei^- 
snentof the independency. of America. During th#co«MMQ.^ 
these services this officer .received the brevet of T^i^^: atid 
Xieatenan^olonel in the English anny. From the peace in 
17BS to 1788, he was continued on half pay as lientenant-CoIo- 
«nel Commandant of cavalry* The 18th November 1790 he ob- 
tained the rank of Colonel; and the 3rd October 1794 that of 
.Major-General. At the dose of )798 he was sent as Major- 
General to Portugal : as this proved a limited employment, 
.where nothing, at that time, was to be seen or learned of an 
•honorable or professional character, he . petitioned for a diange 
or a recal : the latter was accorded in October 1798. The let 
of January 1801 he received the rank of Lieutenant*General, 
and shortly afterwards was sent to the commund of the Sovtbera 
district of Ireland, where he remained until the treaty of 
Amiens. Soon after the renewal of booties, lieiitenant- 
Oeneral Tarleton was again dispatched to Irebnd, as second in 
command. On the retreat of the Chid, Gjen^ral Fox^ ho had 
. the countenance of the natives in the Soytb, and of the Irish 
government, in looking for |b^ superior aituitioo : but his and 
their hopes were deceived by another appointment, and liente- 
nant-Qeneral Tarleton. was placed in tbo conifnand of the 
Severn district where he remained six years, without receiying 
any f^po^ of senrioa, bvt the command in the West Indies* 
tAftenan eager, mSitaiy, and anatious pariiameiMii^ bCSf^th^ 
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offiba wtm remnim, » Gaienil is dieBrmy, CJoIomI 4i the fileit 
dfii^ooii9>atidlGovenior. of Berwick. The Ist of Jenusiy 1618 
he obcaified the rank of Geneial.' 

On the exteiwion of the otder of the Beth this veteran Uicer 
addreaaed a lettier on the subject to the Secretary of State, wUcb, 
as it furoishea a review of his distinguished services, should be 
here recorded. 
^< Mt Lobd, ^ Lctetwardioe^ Ludlow^ Jaliiiary ^7, 1B1& 
''If sonethfiig stroi^er than conrnioe report had net 
pointed out the prinoipal Secretary in- tht war departttent aa 
the chief engine in the new formation of the military order, I 
liimiid not have inade this address to your Lopdai^ And, 
ailbqngh my feelings arere severely smitten by tbatcircttmstance, I 
faib^e to trespass upon your Lordship, until I had ccrflected 
the beat intelligence upon the subject. 

^ I beg leave, nay Lord, to premise, that I entertain no aentb* 
ment of -hostility to your Lordship, and that I am addy 
actuated by a sense of injury ; conceiving (I think with justice^ 
that a great stigma has' been fised upon my professional life; by 
"die supplement to the London Gazette, dated on thia Hd of 
J^aanary, 1815.^ — I could have been contented to have descended 
into my grave, with the Honorable rank of Crtneral ia the 
. British Army, earned by activity and courage, nnaaiiated by 
money, noble birth, or powerful interest, if the iaatranaent to 
which I have fdluded, had not given additional dignity to several 
of my contemporaries, and lifted into precedency, liiany offiocn 
who have served under me. 

<^ Your Lordship's feelings will, if I am not mistaken^ in this 
instance accord with mine, tlist this letter cannot be deemed an 
mtrusion of aggression, upon you or any other person whatao- 
ever, bat a fair vindication of my own conduct and character, 
to which I am impelled by a laudable sense of honest ambition. 
'What is so deer to a soldier as his military reputation i Is not 
^at reputation founded upon gallant expleits--4ionoffable 
wonmihH-Hmd military records i If such foundation ia valid, I 
appeal to the Government Gazettes of my country, during the 
yea^ 1780 and 1781. Sir Heniy Glinten, the Commander in 
chief, and Earl Corawailis, tte second ia command, have 
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mentioned my name witb BmguUur distbction, in every public 
despatch duiiog that period ; and I hope it may in this case be 
esteemed venial, if I refer your Lorddiip to a ccmversation held 
in the House of Lords, in which it was proposed to thank me 
as Ueutenant-Colonel Commandant; such rank (according to 
usage) not allovring that honor. 

" If I had not nearly outlived the recollection of the American 
war^ it would be unnecessary to point out the different mili- 
tary enterprizes, in which I have been personally concerned ; 
but die object I have in view obliges me to go into a detail, 
irksome perhaps to us both. 

^' To the si^e of Charlestown I attended Sir Henry Clinton, 
having received the command of the cavalry upon that ezpedi- 
lion, witb the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of the 
L^on. I purposely pass over all my previous service, such as 
the direction of the advanced guard of the party, which captured 
General Lee, ^in 1776, SccScc.; an,d only state my conduct 
after I had attfuned the command of the cavalry. 

'^ During the siege of Charlestown, three regiments of the 
enemy's horse (Washington's Horse — Pulaske's L^ion — 
Bland's pr White's Dragoons) were surprised and destroyed at 
Monk's comer, and Lenew's ferry, and all communication with 
the country was cut dS by the light troops, although the place 
was not completely invested by the army. 

'' At the Wacsaws, on the frontier of North Carolina, the 
cavalry, with part of the Legion infantry on horseback, at the 
dbtance of 135 miles from Lord Comwallis's army^ defeated a 
superior body of continental infantry, with great slaughter, and 
took four pieces of artSlery, 5 colors, and all the baggage of 
the Americans, which contained valuable stores and clothing 
for the garrison of Charlestown. 

" At Camden, a charge of cavalry was made against infantry 
and cannon, and a pursuit continued for upwards of 20 miles 
from the field of battle ; in which several prisoners, all the bag- 
gage, and the last piece of cannon, were taken from the enemy. ' 

*^ At the Catawba River, General Sumpter was brought to 
action two days after the battle of Caikiden: his force of 
upwards of 1000 men, continei^tals and backwoodmen^ was 
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lurprised at mid-dayi 2 cannoiii and many prisoaerSi and all Ite 
baggage fell into the possession of a very inferior party : a g6Q» 
siderable number of British soldiers were retaken, and loyal 
Americans redeemed from captivity. 

'' At Blackstocks, on the Tiger River, General Sumpter, with 
superior numbers, was dislodged from Blockhouses, in which 
position he threatened ninety-six, a Bridsh post ; some prisoners 
were taken ; his corps was dispersed ; and die General placed 
hors de combat by a wound. 

^' At the Cowpens, the British were defeated with loss, by 
superior numbers^ consisting of continentals and backwoodmen, 
under General Morgan. Thb reverse of fortune is principally 
attributable to the want of the co-operative movements of Lord 
Comwallis. — ^Vide Tarleton's Campaigns, c. 4. In a letter 
which I have in my possession, Lord Comwallis says, '' Your 
movements in bringing the enemy to action were masterly, your 
disposition unexceptionable ; nothing but the total misbehavior 
of the troops under your command, codd have robbed you of 
the glory which was so justly your due/' 

^* At Guildford Court House the two armies were long and 
closely engaged, when the cavalry, towards die end of the action, 
extricated the right wing from the enemy, which had sup- 
rounded it. In that charge I lost a considerable part of my 
right hand. 

" In short, all the movements of die British army were covered, 
through a woody and difficult country, by my Lqrion, from die 
fall of Charlestown, to the melancholy catastrophe at Yorktown, 
in Virginia. In that circuitous march of more than 1,£00 miles, 
many prisoners, cannon, and colors fell into my hands, whilst 
detached from the main body of the army; a great proportion 
of the forage and provisions was provided for the British ; and 
all the risings and assemblies of the American militia were sop- 
pressed by the sword. The rank of Major, and of Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the English army, came to me for services in die 
ifield, by brevet, in 1780 and early in 1781. 

'' That my employment since the conclusion of the American 
war, has not been upon die aame active scale of operation 



(having been only sent a^ a Major-General to Portugal* in 1798, 
a time of inaction; and as Lieutenant-General to Ireland in 
1805|) ]» not imputable to me ; as during my life, my profes- 
sional talents have been cultivated by study, and my military 
acssd to distinguish myself in the cause of my king and country 
has not abated. 

'^ And now, my Lord, I will not detain you much longer ; but 
& word or two upon the limitation to 1803 in the instrument I 
have already mentioned, I cannot omit. No rule or regulatioa 
Af that kind cab be si^ported by argument, 4is military sendees 
aad Inilitaiy records must/ at the tribunal of reason, be equally 
fdid in the last or present century, under the reign of His 
Majesty Geoige the Third, or the government of the Prince 
Regent. The rule, even hitherto, has not obtained observance, 
as in various im^lances I can point out : those facts, however, 1 
will ndt 'dwell upon, or discuss upon the present occasion, tt 
tlM rate was literally observed, the article of exclusion is of so 
rigorous a nature, that it is morally impossible to carry it into 
effect. Look, my Lord, well, at the consequence it must ine^ 
i^itably produce. If you exclude me as a veteran, yon must 
come to the decisive avowal, that age incapacitates me from the 
enjoyment of any military distinction. 

** fiat, my Lord, I never can believe, that a gracious and high- 
minded Prince, after receiving a full exposition of the services 
of his miUtary servants,; can adopt, or even countenance the 
decree of exclusion, whieh tells me in plain language, that my 
toUs and dangers are not regarded^ and that the honors I have 
achieved, and the wounds I have endured, are neither remem- 
iMbd noi" regretted. • 

'^ I have the honor to he. 
My Lord, 
With the greatest respect. 
Your Lordship's 

Most obeclient humble Servant,. 

Ban. TARLBTONf General. 

^' The £a&l Bathuest, &c. Sic. &c." 
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(Copy.) 

''Sif, ** Downing Street^ tebruaitff^^l%\6, 

^ 1 have many apologies to make for not having acknowledged 
sooner the letter Mrhtch you did me the honor to write to rae. 

^' No person can be more sensible than I am of your cfistiii- 
guished military services, and of the glory which attached td 
His Majesty's arms, in the American war, in consequence of 
the great zeal and activity which you uniformily displayed in 
that contest. 

^' I am, therefore, much concerned, that the regulation whiq|i 

At has been thought expedient to make on the present occasion, 

has not enabled the government to mark their sense of your 

services, at the time when those of die officers who have served 

in the last war have been rewarded. 

'^ I have the honor, &c. 
*' Genekal Tarleton. (Signed) Bathurst. 

In 1815, this officer's services were rewarded by his being 
created a Baronet of Great -Britain. 

39. General Sir Hew Dalrymple, Knt. and Bart. 

Appointed £n6ign in the 31st foot Srd April, 1763; Lieu- 
tenant, 1766; Captain 12nd battalion royals, 14th July, 176B; 
Major in the 77th, December, 1777 ; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
68tfa, 2 1 St September, 1781 ; and Colonel by brevet 18th No^ 
vember, 1790; and exchanged into the 1st regiment of guards. 

Sir Hew served the campaign of 1793 in the grenadier batta*- 
Hon^ and was presentat the battle of Famars, the siege of Valen- 
ciennes, in the action at the investment of Dunkirk, and in every 
affair in which the battalion was employed during that campaign. 
At its conclusion he returned to England. The 3rd of October, 

1794, he received the rank of Major-General; and in April, 

1795, -be was placed on the Staff in the Northern district. In 
March, 1796, he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Guem- 
^y; and the 10th of November, 1799; received the rank of 
Lieutenant-General in Guernsey only. The 1st of January, 
180]», Lieutenant-General in the army. In 1802^ he resigned 
the Lieutetiant-Govemment, and was placed on the Staff in com- 
mand of the Northern district; and m May, 1806, was removed 
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10 die Staff of OibnJUir. The 7di of Av^st, 1808^ he was 
' ordered to take the eommaod of the army in Portugal^ in con- 
sequence of which he sailed from Gibraltar and arrived on the 
££ndf and joined the army in time to become responsible for 
the treaty by which the French army evacuated this country, 
which wasy in all its essential provisions, recommended by hi» 
predecessor in command. Sir Arthur Wellesley, who alone pos- 
sessed the information necessary to appreciate the value of the 
measure. From the terms in which Sir Hew Dalrymple's ap- 
pointment to this command were couched, there seemed reason 
to conclude that it was in its nature temporary, and that it waff 
intended that he should afterwards resume his command at Gi^ 
braltar, but which did not take place. He received the rank of 
General the Ist of January, 1818. 

Sir Hew Dalrymple is a Member of the Consolidated Board 
of General Officers. 

In justice to the services of this officer, a moment's attention 
is necessary to the very peculiar situation in which Sir Hew 
Daliymple was placed by the futile and contradictory arrange- 
ments of the expedition of 1808, to Portugal. He took the 
command of an army which he had never before seen, landed 
in a country with which he was not acquainted, and was com- 
iditted on a system of operations on which he had never been 
consulted. Ihe delicacy of Sir Hew's situation was described 
by himself in terms peculiarly appropriate, when he stated, '' that 
all the responsibility was vested in him, and all the direction in 
others. One General directed the expedition, another con- 
cluded it, and a third directed the consequences that were to 
flow from it.'' 

At the close of the proceedings upon the Inquiry which took 
place relative to the Armistice and Convention in Portugal, the 
following questions were put to each Member of the Board. 

Do you, or do you not approve of the Armistice as concluded 
on the 2ted of August, 1808, in the relative situations of the 
two armies i Disapprove, £arl of Moira. 

Lieutenant-General NicoHs, Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Nugent, Earl of Pembroke, Lord Heathfield, General Craig, 
General Sir David Dundas, Approte. 
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Do joB^ or do you not approve of the CooYentioo, as eoiw 
eluded upon the 31 st of Auguit, ld08^ id the relathre sitnatioit 
of the two armies? 

Disapprove^ Lieutenant-General NicoHs, Earl of 

Pembroke, Earl of Moira« 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Nugent, General Lord Headi- 
field. General Craig, General Sir David Dundas^ 

Approve. 
(Signed) DAVID DUN DAS, President. 

The 97th of April, 1811, this officer was appointed to the 
Colonelcy of his present regiment. He is also Governor of 
Blackness Castle. His services have been fiirdier rewarded by 
Knighthood and a Baronetcy, the latter, the 27th of December, 
1814. 

40. Gbkbral Gordon Fobbss. 

This officer entered the army the £5th of October, 1756, as 
an Ensign in the SSd regiment; he was promoted to a Lieute*' 
nancy in the 72d, in 1753 ; as Captain, in 1765; as Major of 
the 9th foot, 1775; as Lieutenant-Colonel in the lOSd foot, ill 
September, 1781; as Colonel, 18th of February, 1791; ^^ 
Major-General, Sd of October, 1794; as Lieutenant-General, 
1st of January, 1801 ; and as General, 1st of January, 1812. 

He served at the Havannah, in the American war, in the East 
Indies four years ; and commanded his Majesty's troops in die 
Island of St« Domingo, two years. In 1797 this officer was 
appointed to the Colonelcy of the 81st, and the same year Colo* 
nel of the 29th regiment, which situation he now holds* 

He raised the 74th Regiment, in 1777. 

41. General Oliver de Lancey. 

The 1st of October, 1766, this officer was appointed Cornel 
in the 14th dragoons; 12th of December, 1770, Lieutenant; 
and l6th of May, 1773| Captain in the 17th dragoons* in 
1774, he was ordered to America with dispatches for the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and to provide accommodation for his regiment, 
dien under orders for that service,, and also to provide remount 
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hones for the regimeDt, aad for At arliUefy^ and other services of 
the army. On arriving at Bostoa, he'was seat to N^w York to 
accomplish the objects of his mission; but bosti^jitifes having 
cpmrnenced be returned to Boston, M'hich he found invested by 
the enpmy, and continued tberei during the blockade and bom- 
bardment of the place, till February^ 1775, when he accompanied 
the army to Nova Scotia, and in June to Staten Island. The 
Commander-in-Chief having determined to commence his ope- 
rations^ landed upon Long Island, and Captain De Lancey com- 
manded the cavalry employed on this expedition, and was engaged 
in a very smart action which took jdace, when the enemy's 
advanced posts were driven in. He continued with bis regiment, 
constantly employed on active service against the out-posts, until 
tlite battle of Brooklyn, when he formed the advance of the right 
column under Sir H . Clinton and Sir W. Erskine. This action 
. having compelled the enemy to retire from Long Island, he conti- 
nued with bis regiment till the army took possession of New York 
I^and, when he accompanied it and was engaged in two actions, 
which took place in driving in the enemy's out-posts and establisb- 
iog those of the British army. The Commander-in>-Chief having 
engi^ed in farther operations. Captain De Lancey, with part of 
die I7th dragoons, accompanied the army in its landing on Frog's 
Keck, where an action took place. He was next engaged in the 
battle of White Plains ; shordy after in an affiiir at Fort Wash- 
ington of a most serious nature, in which the Hessian troops su^ 
fared severely. At the close of this campaign the 17th dragoons 
were stationed at New Yoik, and in the spring sent into the 
Jerseys, when Captain De Lancey was in the actiooa of the 
Scotch Plains, and in several of an inferior deseription« In the 
course of the year the regiment was sent to Pennsylvania; and 
this officer was employed in an attack made by Lord Comwallis 
upon a fort called Red Bank ; he was afterwards in an action at 
White Marsh, which took place in ponsequence of a movement 
of Sir William Howe with the army, from the right to the left of 
the enemy's position. 

The Srd of July, 1778, this officer received a Majorit)^ in his 
regiment; and Sir H. Clinton, who now commanded the army, 
having determined to retire to New York, evacuated Philadel- 
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pilia about thia time, and Major De Lancey was appointed to 
co^iniand the rear guard of the right column of the army, under 
the command of General Knyphausen : in the course of this 
march he was in the general engagement that took place at 
Monmouth. The army having arrived at New York he was 
sent, in command of his regiment, with a corps under Sir William 
Erskine, to the east end of Long island, where he remained 
during the winter ; and early in the spring was ordered with the 
regiment, to take up a position in front of the lines of New 
York. Thb position was for the purpose of clearing the coun- 
try of the enemy, that they might not obstruct the supplies of the 
army, and skirmishes occurred daily. This officer was next ap- 
pointed Deputy-Quarter-Master-General in the field in South 
Carolina, and served during the whole of the siege ofCharlestown, 
and on several expeditions under]Lord Cornwallis, to whom, on the 
return of the army to New York^ he was appointed Aid-de- 
Camp. In^he beginning of the* following year, Major Andr6 
baving been put to death by the enemy, Major De Lancey 
'sncceeded him as Adjutant-General; and 3rd of October, 1781, 
received the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel. On his return to 
England at the peace, much difficulty havmg arisen in settling the 
multiplicity of military claims made by persons who had served in 
America, be was ordered by Lord Sydney, then Secretary of 
State, to undertake the arrangement of this business, which he 
performed. He was also at this time appointed at the head of 
a commission for settling all army accounts during the American 
war ; and, subsequently, Deputy-Adjutant-General to the army, 
with the brevet rank of Colonel, the 18th of November, 1790. 
Colonel De Lancey continued in his situation as Deputy-Adjii- 
tant-'General, until 179^, when he was appointed Barrack-Master- 
General to the Forces, in which he continued till November, 
1804. The 3rd of October, 1794, he received the rank of 
Major-General ; the 20th t>f May, 1795, the Colonelcy of \\i 
regiment, the 17th Light Dragoons; 1st January, 1801^ the 
rank of Lieutenant-General ; and 1st of January, 1812, that of 
General. 

General De Lancey is a Member of the Consolidated Board 
of General Officers. 

If. -M.Ca/. L «A 
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, 4i. General Sik AnthonV FAltEiNGtdK, Bart. 

This officer was appointed to a Lieutenancy in the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery ihe Sgth of October, 1 755 ; he served at 
Byfleet Camp in 1756, and Chatham Camp in 1757 and 17^8. 
The 2nd of April, 1757i he was appointed first Lieutenant, and 
with that rank served at Gibraltar from the 25th of April, 175&, 
to the 1st of February, 17o9; and as Captain-Lieutenant from 
the latter period to the 2drd of May, 1 763, when he returned to 
England. The 23rd of May, 1764, he was appointed Captain 
of a Company ; he served at New York and different parts of 
America, from the 14th of August, 1764, to the 18tb of No- 
vember, 1768. in May, 1773, he returned to New Yorlc and 
joined the army. He was at Boston from the 7th of August, 
1774, to March, 1776; at Halifax from April, 1776, to June, 
1776 ; and with the army when it landed on Long Island, llie 
12th of November, 1780, he was appointed Major in the Artil- 
lery ^ and the 1 St of December, 1782, lieutenant-Colonel; he 
remained with the army in America Xo the 21st of May, 1783, 
and then returned to England ; and had the command of the Ar- 
tillery at Plymouth from the 17th of March, 1788, to the 9tfa of 
March, 17B9> when he went to Gib.raltar in command of the 
Artillery, and served there, from the 25th of May, 1790, to the 
24th of June, 1791- .The l6th of March, 179 U he was ap- 
pointed Colonel ; the 26th of February, 1795, Major-General ; 
atid the 25th of April, 1796, Colonel Commandant of the 1st 
battalion of Royal Artillery. He commanded the garrison at 
.Woolwich from the 1st of April, 1794, to the 27th of May, 
1797. 

In September, 17999 ^^ embarked to join the army ia Hol- 
land under the Duke of York, and returned to England the 2iid 
of November following. The 29th of April, 1802, he received 
the rank of Lieutenaut*General, and was appointed Commandant 
of the Field-Train Department, and President of a Select Com^ 
mittee of Artillery officers, the 8th of July, 1805, and placed on 
the Staff of the army from that date, till promoted to the raah of 
General the 1st of January, 1812. He was appointed Inspector- 
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Geneml of Artillery^ under the style and title of Director-Gene- 
ral of the Field^Train Department of the Ordnance, the 1 st of 
January, 1812. 

Whilst serving in America this officer was present at the bat* 
des of Brooklyn, Long Island, White Plains ; the attack and 
taking of Fort Washington ; the battle of Brandy wine ; and tliat 
of German Town ; during the attack and siege of Boston ; co- 
operating with the troops in their attack at Bunker's Hill ; and 
with the army in the Chesapeake, and at the taking of Phila- 
delphia. 

In October, 1818, this officer's services were rewarded by. 
his being created a Baronet of Great Britain. 



43. General thb. Right Honorarle John William, 

Earl op Bridgewater. 

Lord Bridgewater entered the service the 25th of January, 
1771, as a Cornet in the 7th Light Dragoons, in which regi- 
ment he was appointed Lieutenant the 7th of June, 1773, and 
CaptaiftJ:he £9th of May, 1776; his Lordship received the 
brevet of Major the 27th of August, 1779 ; the Majority of the 
fi2nd Light Dragoons the 14th of December, 1779 ; and that of 
the 20th Light Dragoons the 23rd of March, 1781 ; the 20th 
of November, ]782, Lord Bridgewater was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the 21st Light Dragoons, and reduced with 
the regiment the 24th of June, 1783; 1790 Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of the 7ih Light Dragoons ; tlie 12th of October, 1793, 
lie received the brevet of Colonel ; the 20th of February, 1 79o, 
titat of Major-General; and the 1st of June, t797, was appointed 
Colonel of the 14th Light Dragoons. Major-General Lord 
Bridgewater served on the Staff in Ireland to May, 1796, when 
be was removed to the Staff of the Eastern District in England, 
and where be continued till the 25th of December, 1 802. The 
2QA of April, 1802, his Lordship received the rank of Lieute- 
nant-General; and the 1st of January, 1812, that of General. 

Excepting the Majority of the 20th Light Dragoons, Lord 
Bridgewi^ter purchased his* different regimental commissions. 
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44. General Elus Walkeb. 

The 29th of October^ 1 755, this officer entered the Royal 
Artillery ; his first service was on the expedition to Saint Ma* 
Iocs in 1758. The troops landed in Coreale Bay^ and went to 
the harbour by land, where many ships were burnt. In 1759 he 
was at the taking of Guadaloupe, and in 176I at the attack and 
surrender of Belleisle : the principal place was strongly fortified^ 
and was regularly besieged, the enemy marching out of the 
breach by capitulation ; and during the siege several sorties were 
made. The 1st of January, 1771, he received a company, and 
was employed in General Burgoyne's expedition, which ended in 
the convention of Saratoga. His brigade of Artillery was at- 
tached to the advanced corps, and strongly supported the light 
infantry, under the orders of the Earl of Balcarres, when his post 
was attacked, and the enemy repulsed. The following is an ex- 
tract from Lord Balcarres's report on this occasion : 

'' In consequence of the death of Brigadier-General Eraser, 
who fell in the action near Stillwater on the 7th of October, 
1^77 7| the command of the advanced corps of General Bur- 
goyne's army devolved on me ; and it is with pleasure that I ac- 
knowledge, the defence of my post in. that action was principally 
owing to the conduct of Captain Ellis Walker and his brigade 
of Royal Artillery, and their services on that evening deserve 
every encomium that 1 can bestow. 

(Signed) « Balcarres, Colonel." 

Soon after his arrival at New York,, the French fleet were 
moored across the Chesapeake ; it beiqg suggested that some 
howitzers and small mortars should be sent with the British 
fleet in order to break the French line, this oflicer volunteered 
the service, and embarked on board Admiral Digby's ship ; they 
did not arrive early enough to save Lord Cornwallis and hitf 
army, and therefore returned to New York. The 12th of Octo* . 
bff, 1793> be received the brevet of Colonel ; and that of -Major- 
General the 26th February, 1 795 ; he was appointed Colonel i 
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Conimatidant the 85 th September, 1796; Lieutenant-General^ 
the sgth April, 1802 ; and General the Ist Janoary, IBIS. 

45. General WiitLiam Maxwell. 

This officer^ in September, 1763, was appointed Ensign in 
the SOtb foot ; the 26di December, 1 770, Lieutenant ; the 2d 
August, 1775, be obtained a company in the same regiment, at 
that time quartered in Ireland ; in March following he sailed 
from Cork with a large detachment of troops for North Ame- 
Jica, and joined the expedition under General Burgoyne, olBf the 
Gulf of St. Laurence, and proceeded to the relief of Quebec, 
then besieged by the Americans, which was eifet^ted on the 26th 
May ; he served that campaign which terminated in the almost 
total expulsion of the Americans from Canada. In the cam- 
paign of 1777> the 20th regiment formed a part of General 
Burgoyne's army ; and this officer was present at the taking of 
Crown Point, Ticondcroga, and in all the subsequent actions 
that took place till the unfortunate convention of Saratoga. In 
the action of the 19th September, at Freeman's Farm, the 20th 
regiment bad 102 killed and ^'onnded, out of 280 brought intp 
the field that day, and a serjeani and 23 privates of this officer's 
* company, out of 35, were kiUed and wounded. Captain Max- 
well remained a prisoner with that army, being marched to the 
neighbourhood of Boston, for six months, when he effected an 
- exchange. On his return to England, 1.778, he found himself 
appointed Major by purchase to the 80th foot, then under or-: 
ders for America, with which regiment he returned to New 
York in June, 17799 ^^^^ served that campaign and part of the 
next under Sir Henry Clinton. In December, 1780, the 80Ch 
regiment formed a part of an expedition to James River, in Vir- 
ginia, under Brigadier-General Arnold, for the purpose of de- 
stroying a great depdt of military stores collected at Richmond^ 
high up that river, aud in the interior of the country, which was 
completely effected without any loss. He served the following 
campaign in Virginia, until the troops jomed the army from 
Cbarlestown, under the Earl Comwallis, 1781, which termi- 
nated in the siege of York Town by the French and Americans, 
when be became a prisoner a second time, in consequence of 
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liord CornwaUis having capitulateff with his wfaoie army. He 
then returned to Englaady and was appointed Lieutenant-Colo* 
uel g 1st foot, .5th December, 1 782, which regiment was disband- 
ed in June following, on the conclusion of peace. On the 
l(i^th of October, 1793, he obtained the rank df Colond ;and on 
the 6th September, 1794, was appointed Lieutenant- Colonel of 
the Royal Edinburgh Yohtnteers, which he retained till he re- 
ceived the rank of Major-General the 26th February, 179^> ai^d 
which terminated his military career. On the 29th April, ISiM, 
be received the rank of Lieutenant-General; on the 14th May, 
1807> be was appohited Colonel of the late 5d Royal V^etefun 
Battalion; on the 1st January, 1812, he obtained the rank of 
General. 

46. General the Right Honorable 
George Augustus, Earl of Pembroke, K.G. 

* Lord Pembroke entered the army the lOth of Septoabfr, 
1 775, as an Ensign in the i2th foot ; in 1777 be obtained a Laen- 
tenancy ; the 25th of January, 1778, a company in the 75th ; tbe 
25th of December, 1778, a company in the Ist dragoons ; the 
2d of April, 1 78 1 , a Majority in the 22d light dragoons ; the 13^h 
December, 1782, a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 2d dragooo 
guards; and the 12th of October^ 1793ihe received the rank of 
Colonel in the army. 

On the breaking out of the war with France, the 2d dra- 
goons was sent to the continent, and Lord Pembroke was ut- 
most immediately detached in command of three British 
corpd to the Prussian General Knobeldsdorf s army, who placed 
his Lordship under the command of Lieutenant-General CcA^t 
Hohenzollern, who covered the left flank pf the Prussian anoj, 
and served in the outposts with the Austrian regiment of «ib- 
rassiers, (of which he was Colonel Commandant) and a squadron 
of Duke Albert's regiment. Whilst Lord Pembroke waa em- 
ployed in this service, he was occasionally sent by General Kno- 
beldsdorf to the Commanders-in-Chief of the British, Aualrifto^ 
and other allied forces before Valenciennes. General Knobakia- 
dorf 5 army was never engaged in a general action during the 
time* his Lordship served with it.: but partial acliQins wiUi tbe 
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outposts frequently occurred, when it became neeeiysury to op- 
pose tbe euemy's force, consisting of from oqe to three thousand 
Biep, with equal numbers, end in all, except two. Lord Pembroke 
was present. On the jsOied armies breaking up from Valen- 
ciennes' to attack tbe camp de Cesar, his Ijordsbip was ordered 
to atlei^ them, and he remained with the British forces unlil 
they andved on the plains of Cysoign, M'hen he resumed ^ part 
of bis former command. The Sd and 3rd dragoon guards were 
e^^mp^j and joini^ the army consisting of British and Hano* 
verians, under Marshal Freytag, which became the covering 
for<;^e to the ttege of Dunkirk. Lc^d Pembroke was here again 
principally employed at the otttposts, and where nothing partis 
aifit occurred till some days pr^evious to the general attack of 
tbe French, when the enemy iu some force took possession of 
I|4HHischiiiy.t, from which with the command of 4 British and 
Ufiiov^riin squadrons, and four pieces of flying artillery. Lord 
Pembrok.e was ordered to dislodge them, and succeeded. In 
the retreat of. the covering fcHxe Lord Pembroke was constantly 
enga^^d, and in all the movements of the combined army which 
lollo)9red. lo 1794 he rf^ turned to England; and the 26th Fe- 
brMiiy, 1 79d, cbtawed the i^k of Major-Geqeral. 

fn 1797 Lord Pembroke was pkced on the Staff under the 
IjRte Qeneral Earl Grey, and the I5th December, bis Lordship 
received the Colonelcy of the 6th dragoons. In 1799 he was 
repioved to the command of .the South West district. The 
S4tb of April, 178^ he received the rank of Lieutenant- 
Cf^nieral. In 1807 he was^ept Mpon a mission to the Russian 
irt^y , and to the Emperor of Austria : aiKl in December of the 
laC^ year. Lord Pembroke was appojbted Governor of Guern* 
scy. The 1st of January, 1.8 1J8, bis Lordship re<ceived the rank 
of General. 

47. Geneeal The Right Honorable 
John, Earl of Chatham, K. G. 

His Lpr4ship was appointed Captain in the army 30th of 
Juae, 1779 y Captain in the 86th foot, 30th of September follow* 
illg; Colon^in the army 12th of October, 1793 ; Major-Ge- 
neral the 96tb of ^February, 1795 ; Colonel of the 4th foot the 
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5tb of B^ember^ 1799; LAeatenmit-Geiieral £9th of Aprif> 
1802; aod 0«nend Itt ofJaiiuaryy 1812. 
•'Lord Chathaoi served during the last American war^ on the 
coiitineilt of Europe; at Gibraltar; in the expecUtion to the 
Helder^ and commanded the expedition lb Waicheren in 1809* 
In '1788 he \va8 made firit Lord of the Admiralty, in which 
office he contiitoed till December^ 1794 ; in ]79t» hie was Pre- 
sident of^the^ Cabinet Council, which he held till 1801, when he 
was appointed Master-Generd of the Ordnance, which he held 
till 1806. 

In addition to the Colonelcy of- the 4th foot^ his Lordship is 
Governor of Jersey. 

The command of the expedition to Waicheren, being the 
principal event in the life of his Lordship, his own statement of 
his proceedings, dated the 15ih of October, 1809, and present* 
ed by himself to the King on the 14th of February, 1810, 
is here inserted The statement itself, as well as his Lordship's 
conduct in preisenting it to His Majesty at a private audience, 
instead of rendering it a public document by forwarding it 
through the Secretary of State, occasioned much discussion and 
animadversion in Parliament. Its accuracy in reference to some 
of the operations of the' officers mentioned in it was also dis- 
puted : nevertheless as his Lordship's narrative, and consequently 
defence of his military conduct, it should be in this place re- 
corded. During the administration of his Lordship's brother, Mr. 
Pitt, Lord Chatham was always consulted, and his opinion had 
considerable influence in regard to the military operations of the 
British Government at that period, but he was never employed 
in the capacity of Commander-in-Chief until after the demise 
of Mr. Pitt, when the Waicheren Expedition was entrusted to 
his Lordship. 

'* In submitting to your Majesty a statement of my proceedings 
in the execution of the service your Majesty was graciously 
pleased to confide to me, and of the events which occurred in 
the course of it, it is not my intention to trouble your Majesty 
with any further details of the earOer parts of our operations, 
which, having terminated in the speedy reduction of Waicheren 
by your Majesty's troops, and the occupation of the ac^acent 
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islands, and. of the important post of Batz, receiirecf af the 
your Majest/s most gracious approbation ; but to confine !bij-a 
self principally^ in the narrative which I am anxious to be per* 
mitted to bring under Yeur Majesty's view^ to the considera(tk»r 
of the two following points, as most immediately applying to the 
conduct and final result of the expedition to the Scheldt :— 1st; 
The ground upon which, after the army was at length assembled 
near Batz, a landing in prosecution of the ulterior objects of 
the expedition was not deemed advisable: 2dly. Why that 
army was not sooner there assembled, in readiness to commence 
further operations. 

''With respect to the former proposition, I am inclined to 
think that it is so clear and evident that no further operations 
could at that time, and in the then sickly state of the army, have 
been undertaken with any prospect of success, that it would be 
imnecessarily trespassing on Your Majesty to enter- into much 
more detail on this point than has been already brought before 
Your Majesty, in my dispatch of the S9tb of August: and 
the chief object of this paper will be^difected to show to Your 
Majesty, that the second point, namely, iwhy the army was not 
brought up sooner to the destihation'fi^m whence its ulterior 
operations were to commence, is purely a naval consideration, 
and that the delay did in no s^pe rest with me^ or depend 
Qpon any arrangetnents in which the army wiis concerned, every 
facility, on the contrary, having been afforded by their move- 
ments to the speedy progress of the Armament. 

'' In doing this, it will; I conceive, be necessary for the sake 
of perspicuity, that I should take up the consideration of this 
business from its commencement. 

' ^* Your Majesty will permit me here to recal to your recollec- 
tion the change which took place in the original project formed 
for the attack of Antwerp, aild of the^ French Fleet in the West 
Scheldt, in consequence of the opinions of the General and 
Staff Officers to whom this question was referred; and a 
combined operation of the army and navy, th& whole with die 
exception of the force to be left for the redaction of Walcheren, 
to proceed up the West Scheldt, was accordingly determined 
on. • • ■ • . . '..••• \' 
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^'Upon the fnr«ctic9bilily of auck an operation beiog at once 
caiBad into^exeeu^on, iR^iich was bow^ver the ground-work of 
4l^ expedition, and wl^>cb alone^ in the opinion of all persons 
^spQsnUed, seemed to afford any prospect of success, even in the 
iPQst sanguine view of the subject in all other respects, I must 
^oipfess. I entertained great doubts^ till the communication of a 
distinct official opinion, given ontthis point by. the- l^rds of the 
^miralty, decided in die a&maitive this important quesUon. 

^ At the same time it is to-be remarked thatthe ocon{»tioa of 
Walcheren^ which by some pensoina it h^d bfen thought possible 
to leave faehind us, and the reduction of Flushing, which it had 
woe been propoaed eoly lo masbj jver^ doemed indispensable 
|o lb0 security of the Fleet, in case of disaster ; and accordiiigly 
9 oon^klerfihle sepvfil^ force 'Waa allpt^d tp this service ; and^ 
in this view, it was besides distinctly agreed upon, that a vigo- 
torn attaok by the navy vtpon ibfi #ea front should be made at 
the same time that the troops, * after effecting their landing, 
admnced to invest Flushing ; it bemg hoped that by a powerful 
co-operation from the sea, at .the moment the troops pre9ented 
themaelves before the place, the labour and delay of a regular 
aiege might have been avoided, and a considerable portion of the 
force allotted to this s^vice set at Uberty U> follow the army up 
the. Scheldt* How far this esjj^tation was fulfilled, or whether 
the assurance given that the wbde of the Armament (the part 
to lie landed at Walcberen excepted) should beat once trans* 
ported up the Scheldt, in proseqution of the ultimate objects of 
the expedition, was carried into effect, or was wholly disappoint- 
ed, Uie information already before Your Majesty will have in a 
great measure shown, and which it will be isy diity to bring 
mone particttlarly under Your Majesty's view, when I detail 
the anhsequent course- of our proceedings. 

''.From what canse this feihire ensued, whether it arose from 
inaufficient arrangements on the part ^f the Admiral, or was 
the miavoidahle reault .of difficidties inherent in the ns^ure of 
the expedition itsdf, it is not for me, con^eiwg it entirely as a 
na«al question, to preaume to offer any opinion upon to Your 
Majesty. 

'' It may, however, be here proper to remark, that in all the 
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I>f ejects which have «t vaiiaus tknes betobrob^tferatRiton 
the subject of an attack itpon tbe isbad of Wakhenttti and Hie 
ScbelcU, 4he necessity of bavmg a-imd a good<lea] tO'tbe ««at- 
ivard, with moderate weather^ has aliways b^eu mMsted* on. 
Without these advantages^ in the o&e case, the passage would 
be di^qult ; in the other, the surf ivoald prevent a laodiMg on 
the points deemed mo^ favorable in other res^ctts. In Hke 
present instance; owiQg to the wind blowmg strong froni'the 
westward, the surf was actually snob as to prevent a'landing on 
either of the points first tajtA on for that p«rpose by ike 
Admiral ; ^nd the situaliion of the gun-^boats and tronBpoft»>at 
anchor in the stone deep beoomiog very critical, and the<gale 
iocareasing^ l»e found it necessary to.,carry such .partKif the Fleet 
as was arrived, for safety into the Roompot ; and by which means 
the division of the army destined for the i^tack >of Walcb^neo, 
was enabled to effect its landing from a more shehened amSvor- 
age on the BiM-Sand to die Westward of Fort-deui^Haak. At 
this time, the division under Lieatenant^eaeral Xiord'Rosslyn, 
as weU as that under LkutenanuGenefal Gvosvenor, «lso the 
Cavalry, Artillery, -Sec*, were not arrived; but they wene after- 
wa^rds, on their making the island, ordered by the Admiral into 
the Veer Gat. It is> however, particularly des^trving -of atten- 
tion, that this measure, though in itself one of great aAvanti^^ 
^as £ir as it applied . to the division destined for die attack ^f 
xWalcberen, by placing the transports, store-ships, and small 
cra^t in security, was, if carried further, certainly not a little at 
^mriaAee with the leading purpose of the expedition, namely the 
running' with the right wing, and the advance of Ihe army at 
.ooce .up the West Scheldt, at the same mament that the attack 
tipon Walch^ren was proceeding; bat that 'even the need i|ot 
have delayed it for more than three or four;days, unless 4>n account 
of paval difficulties, which it will be for -^the Admirai, not for 
me, to explain, I deny ; for as soon as Ter Veer and the ^^^rt 
c^ Ram makins fell, which hai^ned on the 9d of August, tbe 
.passage of the Sloe was open to the transports and gim vessejs ; 
fPir they might have Entered .by the >Durloo or by the iZoutland 
^ passages, tbe batteries of Dyskook, of Vygeeter, and Uie Ncdle, 
having been all carried by the army early .on^the dst jof August \ 
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' and the same day the battery of Bordeiii at the South-west eii«F 
« of 'South Beveiatid, was abandoned on the moirement of a 
' detachment from the corps under Sir John Hope ; and I know 
. x>f nothing (but this, of course, is a point; for the* Admiral t<r 

• apeak to) to have prevented the line of battle ships ai^ frigates* 
lirom coming in and passing up above Fiushingy in- the first 

' instance, according to the plan originally decided upon. 

'' Before, however^ I pursue further the details of the pro- ' 

. ceedings of the army, governed as they necessarily were (until a 

footing should be gained on the Continent) by the movements 

of the navy, I must for a moment refer to two ^separate opera* 

tions ; the one under Lieutenant-General Lord Huntley and 

. Commodore Owen, and the other under Lieutenant-General 

. Sir John Hope and Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Keats ; but 

. both directed to assist and ensure a rapid progress up the 

. Scheldt, had the Admiral found it practicable in other respects. 

With respect to the former, whicb was destined to diestroy the 

. Cadsand Batteries, and particularly that of Brericens, bad it 

• been carried at once into effect^ and that the Admiral could 
have availed himself of it, to take the ships up the West Scheldt 
by the Weeling Passage, it would have been of the utmost 
advantage ; but it was certainly rather fortunate it did not take- 

. place at a later period, as, after all the transports, stoire-ships, 
&c., were ordered into the Veer Gat, and the plan of running 
at once up the West Scheldt by the Weeling Channel seemed 
abandoned, the object of destroying the Cadsdnd Batteries 

• ceased, and a landing there would only have been an unneces- 
sary risk, lind a very inconvenient separation of our force, and 
of course occasioned great delay in collecting it for ulteriof 
operations. It must not however be forgotten, that the diffi- 
culties here turned out to be much greater than had been at dl 
foreseen before we sailed. In the first place, the beach was so 

.exposed, that in blowing weather it was found impossible to 
land, and, from what cause 1 know not, the Marquis of Hunt- 
ley's division could not be taken up, in the first instance, high 
enough to attack the Breskens Battery, the oply one, from its 
.situation, of much importance. In addition to this, the enemy, 
:who had been represented by all the intelligence communicated 
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to me to be veiy weak, almost actually without troops in diat. 
quarter, appeared to be well prepared, and in considerable forco. 
Under these circumstances, according to Liord Huntley's report. 
Commodore Owen appears to have experienced great disap->' 
pointmeqt in not having the support of Lord Gardner's fleet and , 
of his boats; but his Lordship, as I believe, could never enter' 
the Weeling Channel at ail; nor indeed was 1 ever. acquainted 
with what instructions were given to him on this head. 

^' When it was found that Lord Huntley's division cpuld. 
neither land nor proceed by the Weeling Passage up the Scheldt, 
as I had intended they should, it was determined to withdraw . 
them ; but from the boisterous state of the weather, it was 
some days before this could be effected. As soon as it was . 
accomplished, they were passed over to South Beveland. 

'' With respect to Sir John Hope's operation, it was more pro- 
sperous. The object of it was this : — In the original arrange- 
ment for carrying the army at once up the West Scheldt, .Sir, 
John Hope's division was included; but just before we sailed, .\ 
the Admiral rieceived intelligence that the French fleet was come , 
down abreast of Flushing, and seemed to threaten to oppose | our ; 
passage up the Scheldt. . « 

'* In Ihis view, it was conceived that, by a landing on the ? 
North Side of South Bevel^ind, the islani^ might be possessed, » 
and all the batteries taken in reverse, and thereby the position of 
the French fleet, if they ventured to remain near Flushing, would 
be, as it were, turned, and. their retreat rendered more difficult,- 
while the attack on them by our ships would have been much 
facilitated ; and for this object, the division of Sir John Hope 
rather preceded, in sailing from the Downs, the rest of the 
fleet. 

'^ The navigation of the East Scheldt was found most diffi- . 
cult ; but by the skill and perseverance of Sir Richard Keats, • 
thb pucpose was happily and early accomplished, though the. 
troops were carrjed a great way in schuyts and boats ; and this^ 
division was landed near Ter-Goes, from whence they swept all 
the batteries in the island that could impede the progress of our 
;ihips up the W^fit Scheldt, and possessed themselves on the 2d, 
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of Aagait of iht nup^rtsmt post of Batz^ to wMeh it had been 
pTMiited the army slioald at once have been brought up. 
« ^ Sir John Hope remained in poisessioir of this post^ though 
not 'Without being twice attacked by the enemy's flotilla^ for nine 
days before any of -the gun-boats under Captain Sir Home 
Popham were moved up the Scheldt to bis support. 

• ** But it \viH be recollected that both these operations tended 
directly to forward the original purpose' of a rapid progress up 
the Scheldt ; the former by opening the Cadsand channel^ could 
the landing of Lord Huntley's division have been effected ; the 
second^ by covering the progress of our fleet along the coast of ^ 
South Bevelaiid ; while this division under Sir John Hope was 
at the same titee so far advanced towards the destination at which 
the rest of the artnament was to be assembled. 

*' It wiB now only be necessary for me to bring before Your 
Majesty the dates at which the several parts of the armament 
were enabled^ according to the arrangement of Sir Richard 
Strach^n, to pursue their progress up the Scheldt. In this 
place, however, it may be proper that I should previously 
advert to tfie groimds on which the Sd division under Lieute-- 
nant-General Grosvenor, as well as the two Tight battalions of 
the King's German Legion, (composing part of the force 
destined in the first instance to proceed against Antwerp,) were 
landed at Walcheren and employed before Flushing. 

• " Your Majesty will be pleased to recollect, that the troops 
wluch sailed from Portsmouth, under Lieutenant* General Sir 
Eyre Coote, were destined for the service of Walcheren, and 
had been considered as suflicient for ihat object, according 
to the intelligence received^ and the supposed strength of the 
enemy; though, at the same time, certainly relying, for the 
first efforts against Flushing, on the promised co-operation of 
the navy, and on their establishing, as was held out, in the 
first instance, a naval blockade, except on the side of Veer 
and Rammakins. Unfertunately, however, this did not take 
place, and for several nights after the army was before Flush- 
ing^ the enemy succeeded in throwing from the opposite 
ctoast, probably from the Canal of Ghent, considerable nk- 
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forceraents into die jdtee, wUch eaaMtd htm cowtndj to 
annoy our ouVpotta and working^partits^ and finally, to aMewiit 
a sally in force, tboogh hvpfiif, from tha valour of Yonr 
Majesty's troops, without success. This proving very harass^ 
ing^ particularly from the grent difficulty of eommumeation be* 
tween the several parte of our line> f determined) in order to te^ 
lieve the troops and press forward the siege wiA as much vigour 
as possible, to avail myself for the time of the services of 
these corps ; but it is to be remembered, that this was only done 
because I saw no movement making to push forward a single 
vessel up the West Scheldt ; and it -therefore seemed more ad* 
visable to have their assistance before FInshing, than tbftt they 
should lie inactive in the Veer Gat ; and they might at any 
time be ro-embarked from Rammakins in a few hours, when* 
ever their transports could be brought up from Veer, and there 
was the least chance of our proceeding to our ultarior desti- 
nation. 

** I have already stated that Rammakins surrendered on the 
evening of the dd of August. 

* ** Immediately upon this event, feeling, as I did, grea^ufm 
easiness at the delay which had already taken place, and at the 
departure from the brrgnal plan, J wrote a letter to the Admiral; 
then at Ter Veer, expressing my hope, that the ships would now 
be able to enter the West Scheldt by the Sloe passage, and that 
no time should be lost in pressing forward as speedily as possi^ 
bb our further operations'; and I requested, at the same tini«, 
that he \\x>uld communicate to me the extent of Naval co<K>pera- 
tion he could afford, as well for the future blockade of Flashing, 
as wkh a view to protecting the coasts of South Beveland and 
watching the passages from the Meuse to the East Scheldt ; as 
this consideration would govern very much the extent of force I 
raudt be obliged to leave in South Beveiand, when the army ad- 
vanced. To this letter he did not reply fully till the 8th of August; 
but 1 bad a note from him on the 6A, assuring me the transports 
should be brought forward without delay ; and I had also a 
veiy long conversation with him on the morning of the 6th, on 
the arrangements to be taken for our further operations, when 
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I tifgedy in the strongest manii^i the necessity of hot losing 4 
tnoment in bringing up the cavalry and ordnance ships^ tranit;^ 
ports, store-ships, victwdlers, 8cc. &c., in order that the armament 
might proceed without delay to its destination ; and i added my 
^opes, that they would receive the protection of the ships of 
war, none of which had yet entered the West Scheldt. 

'' To all of this, and to the several arrangements explained to 
him in detail, he fully assented/ 

^' In his reply to my letter of the 4th, on the 8th of August, be 
acquaints me that several of the smaller vessels of different de- 
scriptions had passed through. the intricate passage of the Sloe, 
and that he had ordered the frigates to pass up the West Scheldt, 
to be followed by the line ojf battle ships ; and he gave hopes that 
lie should be able to go up the river with the flotilla on the 10th 
of August at furthest, and that the frigates and line of battle' 
ships should follow, as they came in, in succession. 

'* The frigates however did not pass Flushing till the evening 
of the 11th, and the line of battle ships only passed to the an- 
chorage above Flushing on the 14th, the second day of the bom* 
baipdment. 

^' These ships began to proceed up the river on the 18th, and 
arrived on the 19th ; one division as high as the bay below 
Waerden, the other off the Hanswent, where they remained ; the 
Courageux passed* above Batz; the cavalry ships only got 
through the Sloe passage into the West Scheldt, from the 20th 
to the 2Srd, and arrived off Batz on the 22nd and 24di ; the 
ordnance ships and store ships passed through from the 22nd to 
the 23rd, and arrived at their destination off Batz on the 24th 
and 25th ; the transports for Lieutenant-General Grosvenor's di- 
vision only came up to receive them on the 19th^. on which day 
they embarked ; and those for Major-General Graham's division 
on the 20th and 21st; and they arrived off Batz on the 24th. The 
corps of Brigadier-Generd Rottenburgh, and the light battalions 
of the German Legion, proceeded to join the Earl of Rosslyn's 
division in South Beveland. 

'^ From this statement. Your Majesty' will see that, notwith- 
standing every effort on my part with the admiral, the armament 
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wasbtidt Mseiiftblad at ihb point of its destination till the 25tb^.and 
of course that the means of coinaiencing operations sooner 
against Antwerp were never in my power. 

• '^ It now became, at this advanced period, my duty to consi- 
der very seriously the expediency of landing the army on the con- 
tinent. On comparing all the . intelligence obtained as to the 
strength of the enemy, it appeared to be such as to leave (as 
stated in my dispatch of the 29th of August) no reasonable pros- 
pect for the force under my command, after accomplishing the 
preliounary operations of reduping Fort Lillo, as well as Lief- 
kennhoeck on the opposite side of Antwerp, without the pos- 
session of which the destruction of the ships and arsenals of the 
enemy, could not be effected ; and in addition to this, the sick- 
ness which had begun to attack the army about the 20th, and 
which was hpurly increasing to an alarming extent, ^created the 
most serious apprehensions, in the. minds of the medical men, as 
to its further progress at that unhealthy season, and which fatal 
experience has since shown to have been but too well founded. • 

*' Your Majesty will not be surprised if, under these circum- 
stances, I paused in. requiring the admiral to put the army on shore. 
That a landing might have beeamade, and that any force that had 
been opposed to us in the field would, have yielded to the su- 
perior valor of British troops, 1 have no doubt : but then,, any 
such success could have been of no avail towards the attain- 
ment of the ultimate object^ and there was still less chance that 
the enemy would have given us the opportunity. Secure in bis 
fortresses, he had a surer game to play ; for if ever the army, di- 
vided, as it must necessarily have been, in order to occppy both 
banks of die river, exposed to the effects of inundation on every 
side, and with all its communications liable to be cut off, while 
the force of the enemy was daily, and hourly increasing, had once 
sat^ down before Antwerp, it is unnecessary for me to point out 
to Your Majesty, how critical must in a short time have been 
their situation. But when, added to this, sickness to an alarm- 
ing extent had begun to spread itself among the troops, and the 
certain and fatal progress of which, at that season, was but too 
well aiicertained, it appeared to me, that all further advance could 
only tend to commit irretrievably the safety of the ^rmy which 
R.M.Cal I. 2B 
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Your Majeitj had confided to me, and which every principl* of 
military duty, as well as the direct tenor of my instructioDs^ atiker 
forbad. 

<' lo this state of things, 1 considered that there was left me 
RO alternative, but to pursue the course I have already stated 
for Your Majesty's information in ray dispatch of the 29th of 
August; and that conduct I now most humbly^but atthesanne 
time with perfect confidence, submit to Your Majesty's judg- 
ment. 

'' 1 shall here close this report, which has I fear already de- 
tained Your Majesty but too long, by observing that wherever it 
has been necessary for roe to advert to die disappointments ex- 
perienced, through the arrangements of the admiral, in (he naval 
co-operation I had been taught to expect, I have confined my- 
self to stating the facts, abstaini^, as it became me, from M 
comment, and leaving it to the admiral, in such report as he nmj 
male of his proceedings, to bring under Your Majesty's view 
tlie circumstances winch- may have occasioned them, and above 
all, to account for the difficulties whieh> prevented the Invest- 
ment of Flushing, (a point never even doubted of before) «a 
well as to show the obstacles which ptesented themselves to tlie 
early progress of tl^e armament ep the West Scheldt, which 
operation 1 had always looked upon as the primaiy object of hk 
instructions, and on the accomplishment of which our best hopes 
of success in any of the ulterior objects of the expedition princi* 
ipally, if not wholly, depended. 

(Signed) ^< CvATBAlf, Laeutenant-Ckneral." 

'' October 1 5th, 1809." 

48. General Alexavdbe Campbell. 

This oflicer entered the service as an ensign in the 42d 
regiment, in April 1769, which he joined in Ireland; he ob- 
tained a Lieutenancy in die 2d Battalion Royals in the end of 
the year 1770, which regiment he joined in Minorca ; a compa- 
ny in the 50th regiment (which he never joined) in August, 1772 ; 
and a company in the 62d regiment, in the mopth of September 
of the same year. He joined the latter regiment in Ireland, 
uid embarked with it for Canada, Where he served as Captain 
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«f ji|^ iufiuitry under General Carleton in tlie campdigit of 
1776, tad that 6f 1777 under General Burgoyue. After tlie 
•urreader of the army at Saratoga, in the end of the year 1777, 
this ofieer having procured a Majority in the 74th JFoot, dated 
S6tk Deceabec pf that year, obtained an exchange from the 
Americans, Aid repairing to New York, ¥ms appointed to 
serve as Major to the Ist Battalion* of light infantry^ in vrhich 
-situation he continued two campaigns, and at the end of the 
war commanded at Penobscot, after which he joined the 6Sd, 
in which he received a Lieutenant<«Colonelcy the dlst of De- 
4»iiiber^ 1782* He remained with his regiment in Scotland and 
in Ireland nntil 1789, when he exchanged into the Sd guaids, 
in which he served, as Captain of Light Infantry, the campaign 
of 1793, and part of 1794, under the Duke of York; but 
having got the rank of Colonel 6n the 12th of October, 179S> 
and having raised the 11 6th regiment in 1794, he first served as 
Brigadier-General, and afterwards as Major-General on the 
StarfF of what was called Lord Moira's army, (the date of the 
last commission the S6th of February, 1795.) He served in 
the West Indies Under Sir Ralph Abercromby, in the year 1796^ 
and on the 10th November of the same year was appointed 
Colonel of the 7th West India R^gimait. After which be 
•served on the Staff at Newcastle, <1797,) in Ireland in 1798, 
and subsequently in Scotland. In 1802, for the first time, he 
-was on half-pay^ but having received the rank of Lieutenant'- 
General the 29th of April, 1802, he Viras placed on th^^ Stat 
in Ireland and Scodsffid Jbr five yelirs* He viras appointed 
Colonel of the l9th foot the llth of July, 1804; General 1st 
of January, 2812 ^ and Colonel of the 32d foot the 15th of 
Vthm^) 1818. 

49* Gbnbral William Morshead. 

Ttts 2dd of April 1771 1 this offcer received an ensigncf in 
the Coldstream guards; in which he was appointed Lieutenant 
and Captain 8th of February^ 1776 ; Captain %ud lieutenants 
Colonel, 5th olf February, 17B3 ; Aid^e^Camp to the King, spid 
Colonel in the army^ 90th of October, 1793 ; Major-General 
the 86th of February, 1796 ; the Colonelcy <tf Us )»re9ent re* 



giment, the 5Ut Light-infaatry, the 9th of May, 1800; amf 
the brevet of lieuteDant-General the 29th of April^ 1802 ; and 
that of General the 1st of Jaauary, 1812. 

In February, 1793 he embarked with the troops for Holland,. 

and was in every action in which the guards were engaged froiti 

.that period till the return of the army, in May, 1795, with the 

exception of the affair at Lincelles. in October, 1795, lie 

embarked for the West Lidies, under Sir Ralph Abercromby ; 

was at the taking of St* Lucie, and commanded the storming 

party at the Vigie, in the island of St. Vincent's ; was second 

in. command under Sir Ralph at Porta Rico,, and returned to 

.England for the recovery of his health in 1798. In 1800 he 

went under Sir James Pulteney, in the expedition to Ferrol ; 

since which he has not been employed on foreign service* In 

1801 and 1802 he was on the Staff in Cornwall. 

50. General Francis Dundas. 

This officer was appointed, the 4th of April, 1775, to aii 
Ensigncy in the 1st Foot Guards; in May^ 1777^ he joined 
the . army in North America, and was ' present at the battles 
of Brandy wine and Germantown, and at the siege of ten forts 
before the close of the campaign on the river Delaware. After 
their reduction, in December, the detachment of guards, ewr- 
ployed on that service, . rejoined the army and went into winter 
quarters at Philadelphia. The 2Sd of January, 1778,, he re- 
ceived a Lieutenancy with the rank of Captain in his regiment. 
He served the campaign of this year, and was present in the 
action at Monmouth : on the march of the British army from 
Philadelphia to New York, in which the 2d battalion of guards 
were principally engaged, and having soon after been appointed 
to the light company of that corps, he was employed on various 
detached services in 1778 and 1779i in the course of which the 
company to which he belonged sustained considerable losses. 
The corps of guards being detached into South Carolina, joined 
the army under Lord Comwallis,'in 1780, and the light company 
forming bis Loi:d3hip's advanced guard, it was almost every day 
engaged ; and this officer commanded it at the battle of Goild- 
ford, and at York Tpwn. He soon after purchased a company 
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in the guards, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel ; and the 
11th of April, 1783, exchanged into the 45th, from which he 
was transferred, the 10th of March, ITd?^ to the Ist foot. With 
the»!att^r corps he embarked for Jamaica at the end of 1789> 
md returned to England in July, 1791 • The l6th of October, 
1 793, he was appointed Aid^de-Cauip to the King, and received 
the brevet of Colonel. He was employed with the latter rank in 
the West Indies, as Adjutant-General to Sir Charles Grey's army; 
and was present at the siege of Martinique, and the other islands, 
in 1794; and on his return to England, being appointed Colo- 
nel-Commandant of the Scotch brigade, he jomed it in Scotland ^ 
and raised a new battalion. The 26th of February, 1795, he 
received the rank of Major-General, and was employed on the 
Staff in Nordi Britain till ordered to join the army preparing for 
foreign service, under Sir Ralph Abercromby, at Southampton. 
Having returned to Portsmouth with the expedition, he was soon 
after appointed to take the command at the Cape, and in August, 
1796, he embarked accordingly. Being appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor, with the command of the troops. under. the Governor, 
he continued in that government until Lord Macartney returned to 
England, leaving bim to act as Civil Governor, November, 1798. 
On the arrival of Lord Macartney's successor, in December, 
1799>Major-General Dundtis resumed his former situation ; but 
that officer being recalled, in 1801, the civil, with the military 
authority, again devolved on Major-General Dundas, and he held 
both till the evacuation of the settlement in 1803. . On his return 
to England, June, 1803, he was placed on the Staff in the South- 
em district, under Sir David Dundas^. In the latter end of 1805, 
he was appointed to the command of a division ordered to join 
the army assembling in Hanover, under Lord Cathcart ; and on 
his return, in 1806, he was again appointed to the Staff in the 
Southern district. The 29th of April, 1802, he received the 
rank of.Lieutenant-General; the 1st of January, 1812, that of* 
General ; and the 7th of January,. 1809) the .Colonelcy of his 
present regiment, the 71st Foot. He was appointed Governor 
of Carrickfergus in Ireland, in ]787y and transferred in January, 
1817, to the government of Dumbarton Castle in Scotland. 
This old and distinguished officer was never upon half-pay. 
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51. General Ahi^xAm>is,R Boss. 

This officer commenced bb military career as ad Ensign, 
in the 50th foot, in February » 1760; the «2d May, 176uhe 
received his Lieutenancy^ and shortly after was reduced upon 
half'pay as Lieutenant^ in that regiment. The4th of July, 1764, 
he paid the difference for coming upon full pay into the 45th|in 
vrhich he rose to the rank of Captain, the .SOth May, 1775. He 
obtained the brevet of Major, in 17B1 ; of Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the 19th of July, 1783 ; and of Colonel, the l^th of October, 
179^^9 when he was appointed Aid-de*Camp to the King. The 
96th of February, 1795, he received the rank of Major*GeneraI ; 
the 1st September, J 795, he was appointed Lieutenant- Colonel 
of the 76th ; the %2d of December, 1797, Colonel of the 89tb ; 
tfae£8th of March, 1801, Colonel of the 59tb; the 20th of 
April, 1802, Lieutenant-General; and the Ist of January, 1812, 
General. He was in all the actions after the beginning of the 
year 1 760| with the allied army in Germany ; in all the principal 
actions of the American war, during a part of which he served as 
Captain of grenadiers, and the latter part of it as Aidnie-Camp to 
Lord Cornwallis. After the American war, he was for some 
time Deputy- Adjutant-General in Scotland; andfrom thence he 
went to be Adjutant-General to the Kings troops in the East 
Indies, during the period that the late Marquess Cornwallis com* 
manded in that country, and was present in every acUon that 
took place at that time. General Ross has since been appointed 
Governor of Forts George and Augustus. 

He is also one of the Consolidated Board of General Officers. 

52. General, Francis Viscount Eillmorey, M. P. 

This officer (as the Honorable Francis Needbam), was ap- 
pointed Comet 18th dragoons, in December 1762; Comet 
Ist dragoons in 1769; Lieutenant 1st dragoons, in 1773; and 
Captain 17th dragoons 21st May 1774. He served the whole 
of the American war ; was present at the blockade of Boston, 
at New York, affairs in the Jerseys, battle of White Plains, 
battle of Freehold, in Pennsylvania, PhiladelfAia, and Virginia^ 
at the affiiir at Elizabeth town, under General Knypbausen, 
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aod io every etigagemeDt in which the 17th dr^oons were 
engaged. From the 1 7th dregCMMis Captain Needham exchang-^ 
ed to the 76th foot^ in which he was promoted to a Majority. 
He served at the siege of York town and was there taken prisoner. 
At the peace of 1 783^ he was placed on half-pay ; he was next 
appointed to a Majority in the 80th foot ; the fiOth February, 
17B3, Lieutenant-Colonel i04thfoot; 2d A|Hil, 1783, Captain 
auMi lieutenant-Colonel 1st foot guards ; Colonel in the army, 
from beii% appointed Aid-de*Camp to Hb Majesty, ^€Oth 
December, 1793;^ 3d Major 1st foot guards, l6th February, 
1795; Major-General fi6th Febraary, 1795; 2d Major Isl 
foot guards, 3 1st August, 1798; 1st Major £5th November, 
1799 ; Iieutenant*Colonel 1st foot guards, Slst August, 1801 ; 
Lietttenant-General SOth April, 1802; Colonel 5th veteran 
battalion l6th April, 1804. In 1794 he was appointed Adjutant- 
General to Lieotenant-General Lord Moira, now Marquess of 
Hastily, on the expedition to the coast of France ; in April, 
1795^ he was placed on the home Stal^ and subsequently detach- 
ed seccmd in compumd to Major-General (now Sir John) Doyle^ 
with Monsieur Comie D*Artois, and his suite, to take possession 
of Isle Dieu ; which place the troops maintained as long as the 
mivy could afford them any protection. During the Irisb^ 
rebellion, and for six years, he served on the Staff in Ireland ; he 
was at the battles of Vinegar Hill, and had the sole command 
at AnJow. The 2o\h June, 1810, he received the Colonelcy of 
bis present regiment, the 86th foot; and the Ist January, 1818, 
die rank of General/ 

Excepting his Cometcy in the 18th dragoons, his Lordship 
has purchased all his commissions : on being reduced as Major 
on the half-pay of the 76th foot, he purchased the Majority of 
the 80th ; subsequently the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 104th ; 
and pfdd the difference of the exchange into the 1st foot guards. 

^is Lordship hat been fifty-seven years in the service^ 
twenty-one of which (tiU reduced as Major of the 76tb) were 
passed in duty with his. regiments, and the principal part of the 
remainder in active employ and cmnmand. 

As GenemI Needham, this officer was member of Parlia- 
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meDt for Njewrv. In 1819> he succeeded his brother^ the lafte 
Viscount Kiilniorey, in his title and estates. . . <- 

• 4 

53. General Henry Pigot. 

The military career of this officer commenced the 23rd of 
January, 1769, with aCornetcy in the Ist dragoons; the l6th of 
March, 1775, he received a company .in the l4th light dragoons; 
and continued in that service till 1783, when he was appointed 
Adjutant General of Ireland, and obtained the rank of Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel, his commission being" dated tiie 6th May of that 
year. The 3 1st May, 1787, he was appointed to a company 
in the 3d regiment of .guards.. He went to Hdlland with the 
brigade of guards in. 1793; was at the siege of Valenciennes, 

, the action of Lincelles, and all the actions in which the bri-r 
gade was engaged in the campaigns of 1793 and 1794. The 

' fiOth December, 1794, he received the rank of Colonel, and 
jvas appointed Aid-de-Camp to the King ; the £6th February, 
1795> he obtained the rank of Major-General, and was sent to 
Ireland in the spring of that year, on the Staff ; in Novem- 
ber of the same year, he - was ordered to the • West Indies; 
under Sir Ralph Abercromby;' be twice. sailed for that desti- 
nation ; the expedition, after being near two months at sea^ 
owing to contrary winds, was obliged to return, when, it be- 
ing determined not to send so many troops, the two youngest 
Major-Generals attached to the expedition, Major-Geiierals 
Dundas and Pigot, -were ordered*- not to proceed.; -In' 
the spring of 1796 this officer was sent to Gibraltar, where he 
continued on the Staff two years; the 2dd October 1798 he- was 
appointed Colonel pf his present regiment, the 6£d foot, and was 
placed on the Staff at Canterbury under the late General Lord 
Grey; in 1 799 he was appointed to command in the Isle of Wight ; 
in the spring of 18CX> he embarked fbr -Minorca with the first di- 
vision of troops composing an expedition which was to assemble 
there under the' late .General' Sir Charles Stuart, but which was 
4iltimateiy commanded by Sir Ralph Abercromby ;• on Sir 
Ralph coming put to«Minorca, this- officer was ordered t6 Midta, 
lb take |he coanmand of the blockade of La Valette, the siege 
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of which place had been ably carried on by the present lieu- 
tenant-General Lord Lynedoch.— General Pigot arrived in time 
to have the honor of transmitting an account of the complete 
success of the British arms^ die surrender of Malta taking 
place in September, 1800. He returned* to England at the 
peace, in the beginning of 18p2; and the 20th April of that 
yea he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-General. In 
the beginning of 1804 he was placed on the Staff in Ireland ; and 
in May 180^ was removed to the Staff in England, and continued 
on it till 1810. He was promoted to the rank of General the 
Ist January 1812. 

This officer had the honor of depositing the remains of our 
gallant General Sir Ralph Abercromby, under the castle of 
St. Elmo in the fortress of La Valette, opposite the entrance to 
the harbour of Malta, to which Island his body was conveyed 
by his friend Lord Keith. The following is a translation of the 
Latin inscription engraved on the General's monument : 
'' Ralph (or Rodolph) Abercromby, of Scotland, Knight of the 
Bath ; a man of probity, elevated mind, and the most invincible 
courage ; and having, in the wars with America and Holland, 
acquired great fame J whom George 3d, King of Great Britain, 
to the satisfaction of his people,^ appointed Commander-in- 
Chief of the British land-troops in the Mediterranean, and en- 
trusted with an expedition against Egypt, to dispossess the French 
of that coast ; where he opposed that powerful foe, firmly 
maintained his post, and never desisted his pursuit, till at length, 
in a cruel and bloody. battle, fought at Alexandria, March the 
2 let, 1801 ; in the beginning of the action, and in the certainty 
of victory, 'he received a mortal wound, of which he died, uoi- 
versally beloved by all, on the 2dth of the same month, and in 
the 68th year of his age ; a most skilful general, prudent iii his 
counsels, brave in execution, apd of inviolable faith ; conspi- 
cuous for preserving the glory of his King aiid country, his 
King and country regret hisloss. Henry Pigot, appointed 
by royal' authority, Commander-in*Chief of this island, caused 
the ashes of this best of Generals to be here publicly interred, the 
^9th day of April in the same year, for' the love of his country.^' 

The Britbh nation granted to the 'memory of Sir Ralph an 
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elegant cenotaph, and a peen^ for his widow, widi a panaion of 
two Ihouaand pounds per annum* 



54. Gensbai* Gzobge Bbbkabd. 

* 
The 11th November, 1762, this officer received an EDaq;n« 

cy in the SOth foot; the 8th August, 1763, a lieutenancy in 
the 109th. He was on half-pay from 1763, to 17th Janu- 
ary, 1767; when he was appointed Lieutenant in the £2d foot, 
and on the 3d August, 1769, Lieutenant in the 6th dragoons. 
In the latter regiment he obtained a troop the 27th June, 1774; 
and the 30th November, 1780, was removed to the 22d light 
dragoons; the 20th November, 1782, he received the Majority 
of the 23d light dragoons ; the 4th April, 1783, the Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of the 86th foot. The 2d November, 1793, he was 
•appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 84th ; and the 28th Fe- 
bruary 1794, Colonel ; the 3d May, 1796, he received the rank 
of Major-General ; that of Lieutenant-General the 25th Sep- 
tember, 1803 ; and that of General the 4th June, 1813. 

In 1793 he raised his present regiment, the 84th foot, and 
accompanied it to Walcheren, in 1795, and afterwards joined 
the army in tlolland ; he was sent home to raise a second bat- 
talion, which was completed in September, 1705, and reduced in 
1796* In April 1808 he again raised a 2d battalbn to the 84th. 

55.GBNEBAL Sib Gbobgb Nugent, Babt. G.C.B. M.P. 

This officer was educated at the Royal Military Academy at 
Woolwich ; he was appointed" to an Eosigney in the Sdth foot 
the 5th of July, 1778, which regiment he joined at Gibraltar in 
February, 1774, where he remained until March, 1776. The 
2Sd of November, 1 775, he obtained a lieutenancy in the 7lh 
foot; in September, 1777, he joined his regiment at New York, 
and was employed in the expedition up Hudson's River, under 
Sir Henry Clinton, for the relief of General Bui^goyne's army : 
hm wan present at the capture of forta Montgomery and Clinton, 
by assault ; he then proceeded with his regiment to Pbiladelfriiia, 
and there remained till the evacuation of that place by the 
British, in June, 1778. The 28th- of April in the latter year 
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he obta'mecl a Company io the 57iti, and ^rved wiA that corps 
in North America, where he was engaged in various desultorj 
services : the Sd of May, 1762, he was promoted to a Majority 
in the 57th, which he commanded during the latter part of the 
war in that country; and in November^ l7dS, returned to 
England. The 8th of September, 17d3» he received the lieu- 
tenant-Colonelcy of the 97th^ and was placed on half-pay ; the 
d6th of December, 1787, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the 13th foot ; and about the same time first Aid-de-Camp to 
the Lord-Laeutenant of Ireland. The l6th of June, 1789, he 
was removed to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 4th dragoon 
guards; and the 6th of October, 1790, exchanged into the 
Coldstream guards. He accompanied the brigade of guards to 
the continent in March, 1793, and served the campaign of that 
year in Flanders. He was at the siege of Valenciennes, battle 
of St. Amand, and action at Lincelles, &c. &c. 8cc« ; and on 
the army going into winter quarters, he returned home for the 
purpose of raising a regiment, the 85th, which he completed in 
three months from the date of the letter of service ; and the 
28th Pebruary, 1794, obtained the rank of Colonel. In Sep- 
tember following he accompanied his regiment to Walcheren, 
where he held the local rank of Brigadier-General ; and in Oc- 
tober joined the army of the Duke of York, and obtained the 
command of a brigade of the line, cantoned in and near to the 
town of Tiel on the Waal. In April, 1795, he was appointed 
Brigadier- General on the Staff in Ireland; Major-General in 
die army the 3d of May, 1796, having held the command of the 
Northern district in Ireland, during the whole of the rebellion ; 
and Adjutant-General in Ireland^ July 1799> in which situation 
he continued till the 1st of April, 1801, when he was appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Jamaica, 
widi the local rank of Lientenant-General, and where he continu- 
ed until the 20tb of February, 1806, when he returned home. 
The 9,5th of September, 1803, he received the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-General in the army ; and the 21st of August, 1800, was 
placed on the Staff in Great Britain, where he continued till 
October 1809- The 27th of December, 1805, he recdved the 
Colondcy of the OSnd foot ; the e6th of May, 18Q6 that of his 
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present regiment the 6tb foot ; and the rank of General th0 
4th of June IB 13. He was appointed Commander^iiwCbief 
of all the King's and Company's forces in the East Indies early in 
the year 18 11, ainl second in council at Calcutta ; and returned 
^o England after a four years' absence, having been succeeded 
in his military capacity by General the Earl of JMoira. This 
officer is captain or keeper of the garrison of St. Maws.* 

The following is a copy of a letter from this officer to Lieu- 
tenanUGeneral Lake, relative to some of the operations 
against the rebels in Ireland, M'hich, from not being published ^t 
the time, should be here recorded. 

" Sir, " Belfast, June 43, 1798. 

. ** Having received intelligence on the Qth instant, that the 
rebels .were assembling in and about. Saintiield and Ballyna-r 
hinch, in great force, I ordered Lieutenant- Colonel Stewart 
pf the 33rd regiment. Assistant Quarter-Master-General, to pro*' 
ceed from hence to Blaris, to take the command of the Argyle 
Fencibles, with one battalion gun, together with what dra-* 
goons Major-General Goldie could spare from Lisburn and Hil- 
lisborough, and to proceed to BaHynahinch to dislodge any force 
of the rebels he should find there, take post near that place, 
and wait for my further orders. Lieutenant- Colonel Stewart 
reports that on his arrival within two miles of Ballynahincb, 
about four o'clock in the morning of the 10th instant, he received 
information, that the rebels, about 700 strong, were in posses^ 
sion of the town, and had taken some yeomanry prisoners, 
who had been stationed there. Finding that he could not get 
on soon enough with the infantry and guns, he proceeded with 
small parties of cavalry in different directions, and entered the 
^own ; but the rebels bad been informed of his approach, and 
were flying in large parties towards Saintfield ; about 70 of 
them took to the close woods in front of Lord Moira's house, 
and near the river. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart ordered the 
dragoons to surround the wood, which they effected cpmpleteiy: * 
and on the arrival of the infantry, he* sent two companies of the 
Argyle fencibles and some yeomanry into the wood, who killed 
l>etween 40 and 50 of them, and the others were .cut down 
Vy thp dragoons in attempting to escsipie, The rebels left the 
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jeomadry prisoners taken by tliem in the town^ After Lieote^ 
nant*Colonel Stewart had reconnoitred the country, and setit 
strong patroles towards the enemy's camp at Saintfieid, he took 
a strong position near Ballynahinch. At two o'clock P. M. he 
received my orders to proceed to Downpatrick, and secure that 
post^ and he arrived there with his detachment at seven o'clock 
in the evening. The Lieutenant-Colonel having made the 
necessary arrangements for the security of Downpatrick, waited 
siy further orders^ which he received at half past ten o'clock 
A. M. of the 12th instant, to co-operate with me in an attack 
on Saintfield, &c« at twelve o'clock on that day. For this pur<i- 
pose I moved from Belfast at nine o'clock A. M. with the. 
Monaghan militia and Fife fencibles, ^ith 60 of the 22nd 
light dragoons, and a detachment of the Royal Artillery with 6 
six-pounders, and. 12 howitzers. On our approach to Saintfield, 
I found the rebels had destroyed several of the bridges, which occa- 
sioned a considerable delay : on our arrival at S^intfield, I found 
that the rebels had fled to a strong post on the Windmill Hill, 
near Ballynahinch. On my leaving Belfast, I had ordered 
Colonel Stapylton, with the York fencibles, 100 of the Mo- 
naghan militia, 40 of the 22nd light dragoons, and one field- 
piece^ to take post at Cumber to cut off the retreat of the 
rebels to the Ardes if they had stood at their camp at Saintfield : 
and he reports that he had cut off and destroyed a great number of 
them when endeavouring to make their escape that way. I halted 
a short time at Saintfield to obtain information, and finding that 
all the inhabitants in and about this place had quitted their 
houses, and had joined the rebels, £ ordered th6 town of Saintfield 
to be burnt. I then proceeded towards Ballynahinch, and find- 
ing the intelligence I had received to be true, 1 formed the 
Monaghan regiment in line fronting the Windmill Hill, to wait 
for Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart's detachment. The rebels 
were in such numbers that I was apprehensive of their turning 
my right flank, which they indeed attempted, and which induced 
me to form the Fife fencibles en potence with the Mons^han 
militia. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, with his detachment^' 
strengthened by 100 of the York fencibles, atid some 
yeomanry infantry, from the garrison of Downpatrick, now 



joined me^ and recdiv^d ordera to form on the left of the Moni^ 
ban militia, and to drive the rebels from tbeir post on Wind* 
miU Hill, which they accomplished with great gaUantry, and tb# 
rebels fled through the town of Ballynahinch| to the strong post in 
Lord Moira's domain. The artillery, udder die command of 
Major^General Barber, now commenced a cannonade on the re- 
bels in the town and on the hill beyond il, which continued till it 
became dark. Two positions were taken on the right and oo 
the left of our post to cover Downpatrick and Hillisboroiigh^ 
as well as to prevent the rebels from making their retreat by anj 
other route, than to the mountains mi their rear. At day break of 
die IStii, I de|aclied Lieutenant- Colonel Stewart with the Argyll 
fencibles, three companies of yeomanry, part of the 22nd light 
dragoons, andyeomaniy cavalry, with Isix-pounder, and l howitzer, 
to take post on the rebel's fight flank ; which having effected, 
he began a cannonade on them, and drove in their out«posta^ 
who retreated to the table of the hill. lieutenant-Colonel 
Stewart now advanced within 200 yards of the main body of the 
rebels, when they made three different attempts with their mu9* 
ketry, supported by a very great number of the pikemen, to 
dislodge him, but were completely beat back by the steadiness 
and firmness of the Argyle fencibles, and the yeomanry, covered 
by the gun and howitzer, served with grape, which killed a 
great number of rebels^ many of whom they carried off not- 
withstanding our heavy fire. To favor Lieutenant^Colpnel 
Stewart's attack, I detached the Monaghan militia, with two 
field pieces, some yeomanry infantry, and a few of the 22nd 
dragoons through the tpwn, to enter Lord Moira's demesne, to 
attack the rebels in front, at the same time 1 ordered a sbx>Bg 
party of cavalry to watch their motions on the right : by these 
movements, together with a cannonade in front and on their 
right flank, the rebels began to retreat, and it soon became 
general, for they fled in ail directions ; parties of dragoons were 
sent out, and killed great numbei's in the retreat, whilst Lieu- 
tenant^Colonel Stewart took possession of their strong post on 
the hill, where be found eight > guns with a great i|uantity of 
ammunition, their colours, cars» provisions, 8cc. A very eon- 
sideifble number of the rebels were found concealed in tlie 
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